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          For Mama—your love ever-winds and ever-circles all of us. This is dedicated to you with
            all my love. 

          —James

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          
            
Introduction 

          

        

      

      When Granddaddy performs marriage ceremonies, he always gives the couple these words of
        advice: “The ring is an outward and visible sign . . .” An outward, visible sign—what lovely
        connotation for the description of a wedding ring. A ring—whether made from metal, fibers,
        flowers or foliage—has forever been a symbol of eternal devotion, a circle neither beginning
        nor ending. Rings may be seen as a mark and token of victory, the crowing glory of a
        championship match, race or athletic feat—looping souvenirs of accomplishment and note. 

      The vows continue, for the ring—the circle—is a sign, “of an inward and spiritual bond
        which unites two loyal hearts in endless love.” The rings “represent something continuous,
        like the unbroken circle that they are, something beautiful and lasting.” 
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      I have always been fascinated by these words, by the imagery and symbolism rings represent.
        Hearing Granddaddy as celebrant, commissioning new couples with such thought-provoking
        words, leads my imagination towards other rings of symbolism and meaning—wreaths. 

      A wreath holds the same testament of never-ending devotion, while historically representing
        seasonal joys as well. Since the dawn of antiquity, wreaths have been used as adornment on
        doors, heads, tables, and homes. They are full of history, lore and representation. Take the
        name itself—“wreath”; it is reminiscent of our wrist’s nomenclature, for our wrists, too,
        are circularly adorned with wreath-like hoops, twists, bangles, bracelets and jeweled
        entwinements. 

      So, from our wrists to our head, we wreath our anatomy; yet our homes become the true
        outward and visible sign of the fêtes of life, the joys of the seasons—the marks and
        representations of whom we are thrilled to greet and usher into our homes. Wreaths for all
        seasons herald the holidays, show signs of cordiality and hospitality, denote the glories of
        the present time and simply bring festive grace to each and every day. 

      We have seen them and used them in every season of life: to trumpet a wedding day, to hope
        all will be merry and bright, to wake up a winter day, to honor the harvest, to center a
        table, to announce the coming of spring. Whatever the season, celebration, holiday or event,
        there is a representational wreath. Our ancestors believed so too, for nearly every creed
        and culture has version of a wreath for some sort of notable day. Mt. Olympia’s residents
        crowned their têtes for fêtes; ancient Europeans adorned their doors with grain-based
        wreaths to secure good luck for the harvest; Pacific islanders wove and still weave
        necklaces or leis of flowers to welcome guests; you may find them on doors and tables too.
        Wreaths and their various forms are timeless and culturally expansive. 

      Evergreen wreaths and those associated with the festive holiday times of Thanksgiving and
        Christmas make up a major portion of our wreath constitution. Lovely in symbolism
        themselves, their name and color suggest “ever living.” From cypress to cedars, hollies to
        hemlocks, and to pines to podocarpus, evergreens abound across the land, readily yielding
        their foliage in the barren wintertime for the greenery we so long for during the brown and
        infertile months. It is as if there is a formula: evergreen wreath + swag or garland + tree
        + baked delights + twinkling lights = Christmastime. And if all that decking of the halls is
        too much to conquer, at least a simple wreath can don your door, giving your entry a cheery
        appeal for the holidays. The wreath finds its way not only onto doors during yuletide
        splendor, but mounted on walls, wired to gates, fashioned on windows, festooned onto
        mirrors, centering tableaux after tableaux, dangling from chairs and even spearheading
        grills on trucks (the latter I personally relish.) 

      Christmas and other High Holiday seasons do certainly retain a lion’s share of wreath
        displays, but they don’t have to be the only seasons for a wellspring of wreaths. Winter
        proper and its delicate serenity may be noted with a wreath of simple greens and barren
        branches. The verging vernal equinox may be harbingered with a wreath of eggs, flowers,
        fresh foliage or even nests. Summertime’s heat yields a plethora of produce and plants for
        wreath making, and as the year winds down again, autumn brings us a true cornucopia of
        bounty to swathe the season with wreaths aplenty. 
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      Join me as I journey throughout the year’s distinct seasons on what I feel is always a
        concentric pilgrimage—a circular passage of constant searching for seasonal titivations.
        Trimmings for adorning my home, bringing the garden inside, giving a nod to the season and
        celebrating each time of year with a wreath. All the while, my foraging and creating is in
        an attempt to make my friends, family and even myself feel the warmth that each holiday,
        season, and even day may bring. 

      As I started these words with recollections of Granddaddy and his homilies, I go forward
        now with my interpretation of the ring form, delighted to share wreaths from my garden,
        land, friends, family, and finds along the way. Be they traditional or twists on tradition,
        each wreath herein is a classic emblem of the circle of life. May you be inspired to grace
        your home with eternal, interlacing, ever-twining, never-ending signs of welcome to all
        those who enter—a wreath for each and every season. 

      
Let’s Start from the Very Beginning 

      Chicken wire, foam, straw, metal hoops and various and sundry other materials become bases
        of my wreaths. Each wreath has its own personality, and like personalities, each must be
        supported foundationally to fully form and spring forth. 

      Craft stores, floral shops, nurseries and garden shed finds all are my go-to sources for
        starting wreaths. I feel as if I’m always on the hunt for the right wreath form, the perfect
        base for my twining, crafting and concocting. Here are a few tips on wreath making that I
        have found helpful. 
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Foam Forms:

      If it is a fresh wreath of the garden’s trappings, a foam wreath that can hold water will
        be best. The foam will be the font from which the freshly cut stems draw their water. Yet,
        if your garden gatherings are dried flowers, cones, sticks or even feathers, the foam form
        you use may be simply dry foam, into which your elements may be tucked and poked and wired.
        Foam is best for wreaths made of things that can be staked or are stemmed. The nature of
        this base works so well with cut flowers or accoutrements that a stake may be adhered to it.
        A stake and a hot glue gun are miracle workers!

      
Living Wreaths:

      Often, I find myself planting pansies, violas and even succulents into rings stuffed with
        planting medium, lined with moss, and secured with chicken wire. Planting the tiny plugs
        into these “living wreaths” makes a statement and is a fun way to garden—it is neither a
        plot nor a pot but a garden wreath! Sometimes I come across wreath bases actually made for
        this type of wreath. The soil is secured with a plastic covering and you poke the plugs
        through the cover and into the soil. If these are not readily available, then I craft my
        own.

      Using a straw or foam wreath form, I cover the form with a piece of chicken wire, cutting
        the wire at the edge of the wreath as to halve the wire—imagine cutting a bagel or doughnut
        in half from the edge. These two pieces will then house the growing medium and moss. Line
        one half with moss and then fill the moss-lined form with potting soil. Secure the other
        half back onto the base half and plant your plugs or tiny plants through the holes of the
        chicken wire. Use moss to cover any gaps and to fill in holes—this helps to line or secure
        the soil. You may initially grow your wreath on a tabletop or flat surface and later hang it
        on the garden gate for a festive occasion or yard party. 

      
Straw and Grapevine Wreath Forms:

      Readily available at craft stores and floral suppliers, these forms are wonderful bases for
        adding greenery, dried materials and faux selections as well. By tucking the stems of the
        greenery into the straw wreath form (which is packed tightly and makes a great foundation)
        or the intertwined grapevines, the stems are secured. Of course, you may always tack, wire,
        glue, or fasten your wreath elements into these forms. These types of wreath bases are
        lightweight and can even be reused once the live material has faded.
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