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			Preface

			A person is responsible for the duties given to him by the Almighty and His Messenger, no matter what social position he holds in the community. Along with the daily prayers, fasting, giving alms, and performing the holy pilgrimage, deeds such as sharing the beauty of religion with others, warning people about the dead-ends of life, guiding them to a path that leads to eternal happiness, and making an effort to form a social life in which the gentle winds of paradise blow through a holy atmosphere can also be considered as religious obligations. This means that inviting people to the right path is a duty bestowed upon all Muslims, regardless of their gender, rank, or natural disposition.

			In relation to this, Abu Bakr, a man who holds the highest point of companionship, can be taken as an example. From the moment he met the noble Messenger, Abu Bakr became a role model for humanity. His captivating life story begins at the local marketplace. It is a life of epic struggle that would eventually raise him to the rank of Caliphate. Abu Bakr’s inspiring story of perseverance, endurance, and triumph serves as the best paradigm for Muslims of today.

			Giving your entire wealth away when it was needed is an inimitable virtue. In addition to this, giving up your precious life in the name of the One who bestows life is a virtue that honors you with immortality. Those who attain such a unique level of virtue will be exempted from the corrosion exerted by time and space. Furthermore, they will set sail towards a majestic realm granted by the true Owner of space and time. How could such an honor be achieved? Here is a life that serves as an example. May we all benefit from the life story of Abu Bakr, the symbol of Loyalty! 

		

	
		
			The Environment in Which He was Raised

			His father was Uthman Ibn Amr (Abu Kuhafa), and his was mother Salma Bint Sahr (Ummu’l Khayr). He was born three years after the famous Elephant Incident, when Abraha, the king of Yemen, planned to overrun Mecca with his army of elephants. Abu Bakr’s mother was also the daughter of Abu Kuhafa’s uncle. During this period, Salma, called “the mother of blessings” by the people of Mecca, was going through a difficult time because all of the male children she had given birth to had died.

			The desire to have a boy child was burning in her compassionate heart. Two years had passed since the Elephant incident, and Salma was pregnant again. The excitement could clearly be seen in her eyes. This time, she had great anticipation in her heart. She was almost certain that this baby would be a boy. However, she felt compelled to do something extra so that her wish for a baby boy would come true. Consequently, she made a pledge that her son would serve the Ka’ba if he lived. She announced her decision publicly. In those days, this type of oath was considered as a promise that had to be fulfilled.

			Finally, the mother of blessings began to feel the pains of labor. The time had arrived, and she was about to give birth to a blessed child. Although she was almost certain that this time she would give birth to a baby boy, she continued to have reservations. The reason for anxiety was giving birth to a son did not mean that he would live. She vowed that soon after her son was born, she would face the Ka’ba and make a sincere prayer to her Lord. Her intention was to make the following prayer: “Oh Lord! Grant my beloved child a life from death. Save him for my sake!”1

			The level of sincerity in one’s prayer was the most obvious sign for acceptance. Certainly, such a deep entreaty could not be turned down; Abu Kuhafa’s son was born alive.

			

			
				
					1	Ibn Hajar, el-Isaba, 4/171

				

			

		

	
		
			Name and Title

			The mother of blessings was not a woman who would dishonor her oath. It was time to select a name for the newborn. She named her son Abdul Ka’ba, which meant the servant of the Ka’ba. Abu Kuhafa did not object to this because the Ka’ba was a place that people revered. Moreover, the ghastly fate of Abraha’s army that came to destroy it was not forgotten. 

			How could one disrespect the Ka’ba? It was the first ever shrine on earth, built in the name of God. At the same time, the Ka’ba was a place that reminded you of God. Whenever, the name of God was mentioned, people thought of the Ka’ba. For this reason, Abu Kuhafa would often call his son by the name of Abdullah, which meant the servant of God. He wished that his son would become a true servant of the Ka’ba. 

			They lived in a society where women had no value thus only the views and perspectives of men were taken seriously. For this reason, the name selected by Salma was already forgotten and Mecca came to know the new arrival as Abdullah Ibn Uthman. It was a name chosen by Abu Kuhafa.

			This was also a culture that recognized people by their titles. Therefore, he was given the title of “Ateeq” because, unlike the other babies before him, he had survived. Moreover, he came from a noble bloodline. The word Ateeq meant “a person who walked to freedom from captivity.” It was also translated as “a person who deviated from the path of those who came before him and survived.”

			Those days, everyone agreed that the title suited Abdullah Ibn Uthman simply because Ateeq also carried the meaning of beauty, and those who gazed upon Abdullah’s glowing face were filled with admiration. The Arabic language is rich in context, so the word Ateeq was not limited to these interpretations. It was also used for people who held the first spot in the race for generosity. Without doubt, Abu Bakr would always be the undisputed winner in this race.

			Eventually, he would be acknowledged as Abu Bakr, which meant “the father of Bakr.” It is not known where this title actually came from since Abu Bakr never had a son named Bakr. However, when we analyze the meaning of Bakr, we may be able to make some predictions. Meanings such as to rush, to lead, the first drop of rain, early morning, reaching the earliest time of prayer, reaching the beginning of the sermon, honey made from the initial flowers of spring, the first fruit of the tree, and a productive soil may all be derived from the root of the word Bakr.

			According to another view this word is also used to describe a large, powerful clan. When we analyze the word from a terminological perspective, we conclude that almost all of the translations above carry a common meaning of being first. Consequently, no matter where the title comes from or what sort of meaning it carries, Abu Bakr’s title concurs with his unique life story. He was the first man to embrace the faith and provide support to the noble Messenger of God, peace and blessings be upon him. Moreover, he was also the leading individual in many of the movements and activities initiated by the noble Prophet. Everyone agrees that the name Abu Bakr holds the first spot by the side of the Prophet.

			The sultan of Loyalty, who was known by the names, Abdul Ka’ba, Abdullah, Ateeq, and Abu Bakr would forget his title Abdul Ka’ba, following the day he testified to the Oneness of God in the presence of the noble Messenger. His embrace of Islam had taken place soon after the Prophet’s reunion at Mt Hira. Following his inclusion to Islam, the noble Prophet would address him as Abdullah and referred to him as Ateeq, a man who has saved himself from hellfire.

			One day, the noble Messenger had seen Abu Bakr approaching from a distance. He turned to those around him and said: “If any of you wish to see a man who has saved himself from hellfire, take a look at the person who approaches.”2

			The most appropriate attribute that matched with the name Abu Bakr was the title of Siddiq, meaning “the truthful one.” Sometime later, Abu Bakr would be recognized by this title only. He had taken the first step on this path, and he had made the most ground in relation to loyalty and fidelity. Just as he did with his life, he had also become an example, with his name and title, for those who followed.

			In addition to this, he was given the titles of “Sahib,”3 for his friendship in the cave described by the holy Qur’an; “Atqa,”4 for the attribute that the Qur’an uses for those who spend their wealth on the holy path and to emancipate the slaves; “The second one of the two,”5 the sentence used by the holy Qur’an to describe their stay in the cave during Hijrah; and “Awwah,”6 for his sensitive nature, compassion, fear, and depth in submitting to God.

			

			
				
					2	Hakim, Mustadrak, 3/64 (4404)

				

				
					3	Tawba 9:40

				

				
					4	Layl, 92:17

				

				
					5	Tawba, 9:40

				

				
					6	Ibn Sa‘d, Tabaqatu’l-Kubra, 3/170

				

			

		

	
		
			A Popular Profession

			Mecca was a city renowned for its merchants and trade. In particular, the Quraysh conducted business throughout the year by sending trade-caravans to Yemen and Damascus. Since these were the conditions in Mecca, most teenagers would hang out at the marketplace to gain experience in trade and business.

			Abu Bakr was also a young man who had left his childhood behind to join the trade-caravans that frequently traveled to Yemen and Damascus. Being a successful merchant required certain skills, and Abu Bakr possessed them more than any other. Abu Bakr formed a sense of trust and closeness in the hearts of those he visited and a feeling of reliability for those who visited him. He did not approach the trade business as a one of venture. Neither did he use his wealth to oppress others. For this reason, he had become the sought after man in the trade business. In no time, Abu Bakr’s capital had increased to forty thousand dirhams.7

			Abu Bakr was not only recognized for his skills in business dealings, but he was also acknowledged for his unique manners and good behavior. He displayed a different kind of maturity compared to those in the same age group. In contrast to the other young men, he would not stand before the idols to beg for help, he did not drink wine, and he abstained from all forms of adultery.

			Even in an environment of ignorance, no one could find a fault in Abu Bakr or criticize him for an inappropriate behavior. He had remained so pure that the only thing the non-believers disapproved of was his faith.

			

			
				
					7	Ibn Ebi Shayba, Musannaf, 7/12 (33862)

				

			

		

	
		
			Muhammad the Trustworthy

			There was a person in Mecca whom Abu Bakr imitated with longing. This individual’s virtues became more obvious with each passing day, and people had begun to address him as “the Trustworthy” (al-Amin). Although, some continued to address him as Muhammad, the majority of Meccans joined the name with his title and called him “Muhammad the Trustworthy.”

			Muhammad the Trustworthy was two years older than Abu Bakr. For this reason, Abu Bakr respected him also as an older brother. Muhammad and Abu Bakr had grown up together simply because Mecca was a small town, and everyone knew each other in those days. The people of Mecca were used to seeing the two together, so everyone was aware of the solid friendship that existed between the two. His mother, Ummu Salamah once stated, “They were like twin brothers.”8

			They were also similar in character and disposition. For this reason, they had established a solid friendship from the first day they had met. Abu Bakr enjoyed life when he was with Muhammad but when he left Mecca for business purposes, he would long for his beloved friend throughout the trip. Muhammad was the first person he visited upon his return. Muhammad the Trustworthy was a person unlike any other. He gave a sense of indescribable reliance to those who befriended him. Muhammad’s presence gave great pleasure to Abu Bakr. For this reason, he felt an additional joy when he found out that Muhammad was joining the next trade caravan out of Mecca. This was a great opportunity for Abu Bakr. During the trip, he experienced moments that he would never forget for the rest of his life. Abu Bakr was in the caravan led by Muhammad the Trustworthy. The caravan that headed towards Damascus belonged to Khadija the Pure. An incident they witnessed even before they left Mecca was a sign of the many incredible events they would encounter during the journey. As they commenced their journey under the roasting heat of the desert sun, a small cloud appeared above Muhammad’s head. The mysterious cloud followed Muhammad providing a shade that protected him from the intense heat of the desert sun. During the course of the journey, Abu Bakr also had the privilege of listening to the joyful tidings of the Christian Monk, Nastura. The Monk implied that Muhammad the Trustworthy was the last Prophet for whom the people have been waiting for a long time. Along with Maysara, Abu Bakr also listened with tears as the Christian Monk talked about the man who was sitting under the shade of a tree.

			The news about Muhammad was no surprise because his manners in business trades and in general gave everyone a sense of reliance. As he fulfilled every promise he made with extreme sensitivity, his unique manners were reflected by the entire caravan. Just like Muhammad, the trade caravan also became an entity that everyone trusted.

			The stories Abu Bakr heard from the wise old man, Waraqa remained fresh in his mind. In an era when the darkness of ignorance had covered their society like a thick blanket, there were a few people who talked about the emergence of the light. The stories he heard from these people, plus the extraordinary incidents he witnessed during their journey, pointed to the same individual. This individual was none other than his beloved friend Muhammad.

			Following Muhammad’s marriage to Khadija, the bonds of their friendship grew stronger because they were also neighbors now. The new developments enabled Abu Bakr to interact with Muhammad more often. They lived on the same street because Muhammad had moved into the house of Khadija. 

			In addition to this, they were also related according to their family trees. The name, Murrah Ibn Ka’b was recorded in the family trees of both Muhammad and Abu Bakr.

			

			
				
					8	Khaled Muhammad, Jae Abu Bakr, 30

				

			

		

	
		
			Joyful Tidings

			Indeed, he lived in a century in which ignorance was at its peak. The negative incidents occurring all around oppressed the observers’ spiritual world. However, this did not mean there was no progress in the name of virtue and righteousness. Although, small in numbers, there were still people who had declared war against ignorance and idolatry. These people constantly spoke about righteousness and morals. Abu Bakr had great interest in these people and frequently joined their gatherings. In particular, he enjoyed visiting individuals such as Waraqa, Zaid Ibn Amr, and Kuss Ibn Saida. The eyes of these people were always focused on the heavens above. They were looking for the last Messenger of God, who would invite humanity to salvation. This was the common issue that strengthened and increased their love for one another. They were using the language of poetry to talk about Him and announce His name to those around them.

			One day, Abu Bakr heard a conversation which took place between Zaid Ibn Amr9 and Umayya Ibn Abi’s-Salt.10 Zaid said to Umayya: “No religion has legitimacy and value on the Day of Judgment, apart from God’s verdict and being a Hanif (those days, people who believed in one God, the God of Abraham, were called Hanif).” Zaid continued in a serious tone, “Be cautious! Will the awaited Prophet emerge from our society or from the land of Palestine?”11

			Abu Bakr listened vigilantly to the conversation which took place between the two friends. They were talking about issues from another world, and this conversation could not be taken lightly. Moreover, these two were amongst the most astute in Mecca.

			The conversation had formed a great curiosity in Abu Bakr’s mind. Quickly, he went to Waraqa Ibn Nawfal, who was another person of wisdom. He was a man whose eyes were fixed on the heavens above. Abu Bakr sat next to him and explained everything he heard at the Ka’ba. Then he asked Waraqa what it all meant. Waraqa said: “Oh the son of my brother!” His sincerity was easily detected in his tone of voice as he continued, “The people of the Book and scholars concur on the fact that the last Prophet will emerge from the heart of the Arab society. I have good knowledge in genealogy. Your clan comes from the heart of the Arab family tree.”

			With his words, Waraqa drew Abu Bakr’s attention to his own clan. In fact, he was advising him to look for the awaited one in his own clan. Upon hearing this, Abu Bakr asked: “Oh uncle! What will this Prophet bring and what will he claim?”

			Waraqa replied: “He will say the things that will be said to him. When he arrives, tyranny and the medium for oppression will vanish.”12

			On another occasion, Abu Bakr heard Zaid ibn Amr say:

			Oh the people of the Quraysh! I swear by the One who holds my soul in His hand, no one amongst you follows Abraham, apart from me! Now, I wait for the arrival of a Prophet from the family tree of Ishmael. I hope that I live to see him.

			Another old man known by the title of Amr Ibn Rabia had heard Zaid and replied, “If you live to see him, give him my regards also!”13

			If these wise old men were telling the truth, then the people of Mecca faced many imminent surprises. They were so certain in their predictions that the news was impossible to ignore. Moreover, they all suggested the arrival of the last Prophet.

			From that point on, Abu Bakr’s perspective on many issues had changed. From time to time, he would visit the Ka’ba to observe the deplorable conditions in which some people lived. Abu Bakr believed that worshiping the idols was a superstition, and he had no hesitation in reminding himself of this fact.

			The stories he heard from the wise men had been depriving him of sleep. Even his dreams were ornamented with the notion of following the awaited Prophet. How could he have thought any other way? All the wise men he visited played the same tune and all of his friends sang the same lyrics.

			On one side, there were people writing prescriptions to save humanity from moral bankruptcy. On the other, there were those describing the awaited Prophet in detail. They were so specific in their descriptions that even his title amongst the people and the characteristics of those who would support him were mentioned.

			One day Abu Bakr went to Damascus for trade purposes. During his stay at Damascus, he had an intriguing dream. In his dream, the moon was broken into pieces. Then it had descended to enter every house in Mecca. The pieces then joined back together to form a full moon which finally settled in Abu Bakr’s house. He woke up screaming. The dream had given him so much elation that he could not hold himself back anymore. 

			Abu Bakr decided to find out what the dream meant, so he visited a righteous monk. He explained everything he had seen. The monk became extremely thrilled as he listened to Abu Bakr’s dream. Then he said: “Without doubt, his day has come!” Abu Bakr was confused. He wanted a dream interpretation from this man, yet he was talking about something that Abu Bakr did not comprehend. Once again, he asked: “What are you talking about?” Although Abu Bakr’s eyes indicated that he had some idea about the monk’s implication, he wanted a confirmation. Abu Bakr continued with another question: “Are you talking about the awaited Prophet?” Initially, the monk nodded his head, and then he replied: “Yes! You will embrace his faith, and you will be his greatest supporter amongst all human beings.”14

			During his journey back from Damascus, Abu Bakr had one thing on his mind, the last Prophet. From time to time, he would raise his hands in the air and shout: “Who will recite a poem from Umayya Ibn Abi-Salt?” A person from the caravan replied: ”Umayya has so many poems, which one would you like us to recite?” Abu Bakr replied: “Verily! We have our own Prophet.” Upon Abu Bakr’s request, one person from the caravan began to recite the poem:

			Verily! We have our own Prophet. He shall bring us news from tomorrow! 

			We are certain, if there was no benefit in wisdom, we would have been butchered by swords. 

			Oh Lord! Protect me from polytheism and fill my heart with faith for as long as the world stands. 

			For I seek refuge from all evil, in the One and only creator, for whom the people carry the banner of religion and perform their pilgrimage.15 

			Their path on the way back to Mecca passed from the region of Busra, where a priest named Bahira lived. Abu Bakr wished to explain his dream to Bahira. So he quickly went to the monastery in which the priest resided. 

			Abu Bakr explained the dream he had in Damascus. Bahira’s eyes were wide open as he listened and he asked where Abu Bakr was from. “Mecca,” Abu Bakr calmly replied. It was quite obvious that Bahira needed more information. Hence he asked: “What part of Mecca and which clan?” “The Quraysh,” said Abu Bakr with a confused expression on his face. This answer was not enough to satisfy the priest, so he continued his questioning: “What do you do for living?” “I am in the trade business, replied Abu Bakr.”

			At this point of the conversation, Bahira began to say things that would finally satisfy Abu Bakr’s curiosity. “Without doubt, God will make your dream come true! Soon a Prophet will emerge from your clan. You will be his Vizier throughout his life, and after his death, you will be his Caliph!”

			Abu Bakr was mesmerized by what he had heard. He did not know what to ask anymore. He felt humbled upon hearing such a clear statement that gave him such an honor. Since his name was mentioned in Bahira’s predictions, he decided that he would not tell anyone about this. He would keep it a secret until the day of reunion.16

			

			
				
					9	Zaid Ibn Amr was one of the people who gave the joyful tidings of the last Prophet. When the Prophet’s arrival was delayed, he believed that he may have come to another region. He left Mecca in search of the Prophet and was killed on the journey. Ibn Sa‘d, Tabaqatu’l-Kubra, 3/379, Ibn Hajar, Tahzebu’t-Tahzeb, 3/364

				

				
					10	Umayya was a poet from the era of ignorance. Ibn Hajar, el-Isaba, 1/249

				

				
					11	Suyuti, el-Hasaisu’l-Kubra, 1/42

				

				
					12	Hindi, Kenzu’l-Ummal, 1/2483 (35357)

				

				
					13	Ibn Hajar, Tahzebu’t-Tahzeb, 3/364

				

				
					14	Abu Ja‘far et-Tabari, er-Riyadu’n-Nadera, 1/413 (333)

				

				
					15	Ali Muhammad, el-Inshirahu wa raf‘u’d-diki bi sireti Abi Bakr as-Siddiq, p. 34

				

				
					16	Abu Ja’far at-Tabari, er-Riyadu’n-Nadera, 1/413 (333)
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