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Filmmaking Book

Dear Reader,

Anyone who knows the three of us knows that we've been film nuts for all our combined years. We rabidly discuss any and all things movie-related, and are, in fact, so completely full of useless trivia that it's frightening. Our typical conversations begin with “You remember that one flick we saw where the guy was crawling under that place and he found that thing? Who was the guy who was crawling behind him?”

No matter the extent of our trivia overload, we are and will always be huge fans of all things shown on the silver screen. Our admiration of celluloid extends to everyone in the film industry, from writers and directors to producers and technicians. We marvel at the innovative methods these hardworking folks employ, and applaud their tenacity in constantly reinventing ways for us to see the world with better eyes. For that, we thank them and everyone who has made or will someday grace us with their own movie masterpiece.





  
    
      

      For all our touchstones — Ma, Pop, Dale, Chrissy, Glen, Anne, Terry, Kathy, Jimmy, Jason, Ellen and Jim, Jim S., Karla, the Scribe Tribe, the Blonde Bombshell, and especially Jeans. And to all filmmakers who bring their visions to life and in doing so make us laugh, cry, think, and boldly go where we've never gone before.
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      Top Ten Things You'll Learn About Filmmaking

      
        	That filmmaking is one of the largest collaborative commercial and artistic media in history.

        	That anyone can make a movie with just a hand-held video camera and a few friends.

        	The ins and outs of all phases of production from script to screen.

        	What every crew member does, and who you'll need to hire to make your film.

        	How to present yourself and your concept to potential investors and the innovative ways you can find funding for your project.

        	The science and art of sound, lighting, editing, and musical accompaniment that can take your film from dull to dazzling.

        	The amazing innovations in digital technology that allow you to make movies on your home computer, limited only by your own imagination.

        	That having a great script can make or break your film, no matter whether it's no-budget, low-budget, independent, or blockbuster scale.

        	How the major studios got started, and how they operate and strategize the release of their films.

        	The history of Hollywood's illustrious journey down the yellow brick road, and all of the epic filmmakers whose legendary works are beloved today.

      

    

  
    
      

      
      Introduction

      [image: illustration]From the early days of the silent film era to the modern-day digital revolution, motion pictures have captured the hearts and minds of everyone on the planet. Movies offer us an escape from the everyday sights, sounds, and stresses of our existence, allowing us to meet ordinary and extraordinary characters and visit places we could never have dreamed of. Arguably the most innovative and exciting industry in the world, filmmaking has a potential artistic and commercial value that is staggering. Each year, billions of dollars are pumped into the film industry, with everyone from studio executives to directors and production assistants working hard to develop, film, and promote new motion pictures.

      If you sat down and counted how many movies you've seen in your lifetime you'd probably be shocked. As a kid you no doubt saw everything from Snow White to Star Wars, and by adulthood you probably sat through at least two or more films a week, either in the theater or on television. All those marvelous creations, from film noir to romance and from westerns to science fiction, have at some point or another provoked an emotional response. Movies make us laugh, cry, scream, ponder, and, on occasion, just shake our heads in bewilderment. That's the beauty of film. The variety is endless and there's something for everyone.

      As an aspiring moviemaker, you're no doubt a fan of all things celluloid related. What you might not be aware of is just how complex and difficult it can be to make a film, regardless of whether you're on a shoestring budget or have Titanic-sized financing. Filmmaking is all about having a concept, we hope a winning one, that can be nurtured into a work of art that ultimately is universally understood and enjoyed. In order to do that, you need to immerse yourself in the filmmaking process, and not just the technical aspects. While all phases of preproduction, production, and postproduction are crucial, none of it can be accomplished until you've got a polished script in hand and a strategy for pitching your film to potential production companies, studios, or investors. You also need to familiarize yourself with all the Tinseltown players.

      The Everything ® Filmmaking Book offers up all manner of tips on how you can develop your idea from script to screen, and have a great time doing it. If you're unfamiliar with the process of moviemaking, you'll find this an invaluable resource, as it outlines the basics of how scripts are born, how you construct a production package, and the creative ways you can go about finding financing. You'll also learn about the massive preproduction process, and how filmmakers can better plan and organize their projects to maximum perfection.

      Then, of course, there are the truly fun production phases when actual shooting begins, where you finally get the chance to direct or produce a story that you've only envisioned through the written word. The power of seeing your dreams enter reality is overwhelming to any filmmaker, and it's what moviemaking is all about. This is when your unique style and talents can really shine, especially if you've created an atmosphere that encourages freedom and innovation among your cast and crew. If you lead well, they will surely follow, and your film will be a direct reflection of your patience, tenacity, and humanity.

      With the right tools and rules you can film anything you can dream up, and do it with a style and panache all your own. It doesn't matter if the entire world or just your grandmother sees it onscreen — the beauty is that you made a movie. Don't let a small budget keep you from realizing your filmmaking potential. Even filmmakers like Steven Spielberg and George Lucas had to start small and work their way through the ranks.

      The more you know about Hollywood and the worldwide filmmaking industry, the better off you'll be as a filmmaker. The Everything ® Filmmaking Book will help guide you on your celluloid journey and hopefully inspire you to pursue your ambitions. The rules of the game are simple: start small and think big.
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      When I Grow Up, I Want to Make Movies!

      These days, everyone and their mothers can make movies. If you've got a video camera, a tape recorder, a computer, and a few willing friends, you can become a filmmaker. If your sights are set high, you can reach for the stars and work your way up the industry chain one film at a time. In order to do that, however, you need to learn the basics about every phase of filmmaking including its history, and all stages of production from script to screen.

      
The Origins of Film

      Whether you decide to enroll in a film school, or even move to Hollywood to pursue your dream, you need to learn the nuts and bolts of the industry, all its pitfalls and potential, and immerse yourself in its history. By learning about the history of film, you will develop a basic understanding of the fundamental workings of film equipment and a sense of where your project will fit in the constantly evolving industry of film.

      Humble Beginnings

      The actual filmmaking process has evolved over the decades from the Silent Era to the present-day blockbusters full of special effects. Film continues to capture the hearts and imaginations of audiences the world over and remains one of the few common art forms shared among all manner of people. In 1893 America's first “studio” was built by Thomas Edison in West Orange, New Jersey. The building was called “The Black Maria” because it resembled the era's dark, cramped police patrol wagons known by that name. It was here that Edison filmed his first motion pictures, including Fred Ott's Sneeze, a comical version of one of his employees sneezing for the camera.

      
        
          
            [image: illustration]
          
        

        At the same time as Edison, French brothers Louis and Auguste Lumiere were working on developing projectors that could show a film to a small audience. Their invention, the Cinematograph, was introduced in Europe in 1895. A year later, Edison released his Projectoscope, and the individual Kinetoscopes were gradually replaced.

      

      Before Edison built the studio, he developed a camera to record and show his movies. In 1888, he filed a plan to patent the Kinetoscope, a device that would “do for the eye what the phonograph does for the ear.” The Kinetoscope recorded objects in motion and reproduced them. A prototype of the device was debuted for a woman's group in 1891 and patented later that same year. The device was revolutionary, but it didn't allow more than one person to view a film at a time. Viewers had to look through a peephole in the top of the device in order to view the film.

      How the West Was Won

      The earliest western film, Cripple Creek Barroom, was filmed by Edison in 1898. This was followed by the first American narrative film, Edwin Porter's 1903 film The Great Train Robbery, and Edison's 1906 A Race for Millions. These films originated numerous western clichés such as the damsel in distress, claim jumping, and the shootout at high noon. More importantly, they started a trend that sparked the production of more than 5,400 western silent films, shorts, and documentaries filmed between 1898 and 1930.

      Screenwriters Are Born

      Early films were called actuality films, because they focused on images of everyday life as it occurred. A train rushing by, a vaudeville actor performing, a parade, a sporting event — any event that could be captured on film became a movie. There was no writing done for these films, they were simply slice-of-life imagery. After filmmakers began filming reenactments, such as battle scenes from the Spanish-American War, the idea of portraying fictional stories became popular. As a result, the role of the screenwriter was born and permanently changed the way films were created.

      
Overview of Filmmaking

      Filmmaking, by its very definition, is the art of making a motion picture. As history has shown, the process of bringing a vision to life on screen develops as a direct result of technological advancements in the filmmaking industry. With each passing year, innovative hardware, software, and hands-on equipment becomes available to both industry professionals and the general public. The basic traditional principles of filmmaking still apply, but the processes have vastly improved as a result of digital technology. Filmmaking is an exciting business, the lifeblood of which is the constant battle between creativity and commercial success, and no matter what role you choose, you're sure to have a great time playing it.

      Start Small, Think Big

      Whether you're already working on a specific idea for a film or have just discovered a general interest in filmmaking, there's a lot to learn. For starters, you need to know what's involved in writing or hiring someone to write a script. Then there's the business of pitching that script and your filmmaking skills in order to secure financing. Once that's accomplished, you need to immerse yourself in the preproduction process by perfecting your budgeting, scheduling, and directorial skills, setting up your production, and hiring cast and crew.

      After all that has been accomplished, you'll enter the actual production phase, which includes shooting your film. To do this you need to learn everything about traditional and digital camera equipment, sound recording, lighting, and special and visual effects. When you finally yell “Cut” for the last time, your postproduction phase will begin — that means your film needs to be edited and sound effects and music added to finalize your project.
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        Low-budget films by some standards can be any film made for less than $500,000 or, depending on whom you talk to, $1,000,000. Many commercially successful movies have been made for less than $250,000, and independent films for less than $50,000.

      

      Casting a Wide Net

      Once your film is complete it will enter the marketing and distribution phase. At that point, you'll need to be familiar with all the strategies and concepts involved in making your film a commercial success. Whether your project was made on a small or large scale, it's important to learn the ins and outs of bringing a film to market.

      
The Script

      As any established filmmaker can attest, a successful film begins with a great script. Without it, you're asking for trouble from the word go. Not only will your production be tough to finance, but you'll have a hard time getting a studio, production company, investors, or anyone excited about it in general. Writing a great script is all about doing your homework, and that means researching every aspect of your characters, homing in on your plot, storyline, pace, and all elements of suspense and conflict.

      
        
          
            [image: illustration]
          
        

        Keep in mind that the same principles apply whether you're hiring a writer or team of writers to bring your vision to life or you're writing your own script. In the first instance, just as much time and energy should be invested in order to feel comfortable pitching and getting people enthusiastic about your script.

      

      It's also important that you feel comfortable with the genre you've selected. If you're a dedicated science fiction fan, you may not get enthused about a historical romance or comedy western. Forcing yourself to write a genre that doesn't interest you will most likely produce unsatisfactory results.

      So before you even consider loading your first camera, you need to learn everything there is to know about your film and its characters. Only then will you be able to continue your motion picture endeavor with complete confidence (see Chapter 2).

      Airplane! Meets Predator

      It's often said that in Hollywood there's no such thing as an original idea, that everything has been done on one scale or another. In some instances that may be true, given that certain genres tend to rehash the same old story. On any given day, you can find several science fiction films featuring genetic mutants gone horribly wrong or kickboxer flicks where a couple of guys spend the final hour beating the tar out of each other.

      Original ideas are still possible if you take the time to research your story and characters, paying special attention to plots or quirks that you can add to give your film a different spin. Quite often, when it comes to pitching, which is selling the concept of a production, you'll hear industry professionals describe a film by saying it's “Indiana Jones meets Omen,” or “The Fisher King meets Sleepless in Seattle,” or “Aliens meets Braveheart.” What that refers to is a plot based on previously successful films.

      Why Write First?

      It will be debated until the end of time, but arguably the most important element of a film (aside from funding) is the script. Logically then, it makes sense that before you do anything you need to write a screenplay, acquire a screenplay, or hire someone to write a screenplay. Without one, or at least a story synopsis or treatment, you'll have nothing to pitch to studios, production companies, or potential investors.

      Writing the script first also has a host of benefits that will help your film in the long run. A finished script will enable you to better understand your story and examine its strengths and weaknesses, to ascertain financing and budgetary requirements, and, above all, to have the chance to absorb your characters. The better you know your script, the better off you will be when it comes time to sell your idea.

      
Preproduction

      The preproduction phase of any production is arguably the most important. During this stage you'll need to get all your ducks in a row, and to do so in the most organized fashion possible. This means perfecting your script, securing financing either by private means or through a studio or production company, budgeting and scheduling your film, and hiring crew and cast. And that's just the beginning.

      Dream a Little Dream

      With little or no budget, you can bring your vision to life in any number of ways. For newcomers, creating sample reels of your film work is one of the first priorities. Without samples, no one will get a feel for your personal style or your seriousness in wanting to become a filmmaker. Having a script perfected and in hand is yet another step toward achieving your dreams.

      Show Me the Money!

      Funding is paramount for any filmmaker. In order to secure financing from either private investors or a studio or production company, you need to assemble a business plan in the form of a production package. This includes a cover letter, a synopsis of your script, a resume, pertinent background information, and a breakdown of your proposed budget. Chapters 7 and 8 discuss how you can go about securing financing, maintaining a budget, and scheduling your production.

      
        
          
            [image: illustration]
          
        

        Professionalism is the key to any successful financial venture and is especially important in the filmmaking industry, where a company is considering investing millions of dollars in you and your project. Everything you propose in your budget will be meticulously scrutinized. Be sure your estimates are accurate, your proposal shows familiarity with the project, and your sales pitch is perfect.

      

      Assembling Your Crew

      Any film that has a production budget, whether it's big or small, will need a crew. However, the funds you have available and the type of film you're making will dictate the size of your crew and cast. Regardless, it's crucial that you understand the responsibilities and specialties of all the professionals who work hard to create motion pictures. Chapters 10 and 11 give you the background you need when it comes time to hire both essential and additional crew members. Whether they're assistants or gaffers or associate producers, you should know what they do and how they do it on a typical production.

      
Production and Postproduction

      The actual production phase of a film is very complex, but it can be made much easier if you've organized everything you possibly can at the preproduction level. If you're directing your film, you'll have your hands full working with your producers, cinematographer, sound and lighting technicians, and all department heads. Ultimately, it's your vision that everyone is striving to bring to life by finding the right locales, using the proper camera and sound techniques, and providing illumination for every scene.

      Once the camera stops rolling, your postproduction phase begins. This is an important step in creating and finessing your final product, and it cannot be underestimated. Just as much care should be given to this stage of development as to the other phases of production. Many a film has come to life or dearly departed as a result of incorrect editing, poor sound, or inappropriate music, so take the time to make sure everything about your film sounds and feels right to you.
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        Learning everything you can about the postproduction process is critical. The more secure you are about the methods used, the more secure you'll be when your film is released for all the world to see. This means paying close attention to film continuity, pace, flow, sound effects, and musical score.

      

      Filmmaking is a craft, and like any artistic or commercial endeavor it requires careful research, innovation, and, ultimately, financing. Many individuals dream about playing a role in the entertainment industry; these days, anyone can take part if he has the patience and tenacity to make his dream a reality. If there's a will, there's a way, and by immersing yourself in the rich history, technology, and artistry of the motion picture industry, you're one step closer to the silver screen.
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      The Art of Cinema

      The beauty of filmmaking is that there are so many genres from which to choose. Romance, comedy, drama, horror, fantasy, western, suspense, science fiction — any of these popular artistic categories can be realized or mixed and matched to create a silver screen masterpiece. The trick is finding the genre you feel most comfortable filming, and to do that, you need to understand the inner workings of each classic category.

      
Finding Your Niche

      Before embarking on any filmmaking journey, you need a great concept or script. Without it, you're just another Bio-Dome in the making, and no budding or experienced filmmaker wants that. Finding the perfect genre that suits your artistic and technical style will not only enhance your passion for your film, but it'll also energize everyone working with you on its production.

      By definition, a genre denotes a distinctive style or format. In the filmmaking world there are many genres from which to choose, most of which are often mixed to form a different entity like a romantic comedy, sci-fi western, or horror spoof. Each genre has its own dynamics and intricacies that showcase mood, setting, and format. Find the genre you're best suited for, and you'll be comfortable pitching, producing, marketing, and ultimately creating a stunning body of work.

      
The Drama

      Dramas are the broadest genre in the filmmaking world and are often combined with other genres to create a tailored product. In general, dramas tend to be character-driven stories that follow a central theme, be it triumphant or tragic. The goal of any good drama is to create memorable characters with whom your audience can relate in one form or another. You want the audience to see, feel, and experience the world through someone else's eyes.

      Dramas are about the trials and tribulations of life, with stories that weave intricate tales of individuals, families, and entire nations. These films can fall into any number of subgenres including social, political, legal, historical or epic, personal, affliction, rebellion, and many others. A few examples of these subgenres are as follows:

      
        	
Social (On the Waterfront, The Grapes of Wrath, The Champ, Cool Hand Luke, Guess Who's Coming to Dinner, Inherit the Wind, Traffic, Witness, Lost in Translation)

        	
Political (The Year of Living Dangerously, All the President's Men, JFK, Network, Hotel Rwanda, Schindler's List, Nixon, Gandhi)

        	
Legal (To Kill a Mockingbird, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, Twelve Angry Men, Kramer vs. Kramer, A Time to Kill, A Few Good Men)

        	
Historical or Epic (Titanic, Last of the Mohicans, Lawrence of Arabia, Dr. Zhivago, Cleopatra, The English Patient, The Godfather, Sense and Sensibility, Dances with Wolves)

        	
Personal (Ordinary People, Sophie's Choice, The Piano, The Hours, Marty, The Bridges of Madison County, Million Dollar Baby, Seabiscuit, Ali, The Aviator, Mystic River)

        	
Affliction (One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest, Terms of Endearment, Frances, A Beautiful Mind, My Left Foot, Beaches, Forrest Gump)

        	
Rebellion (Cool Hand Luke, Norma Rae, Silkwood, Rebel Without a Cause, Mutiny on the Bounty, The Shawshank Redemption, In the Heat of the Night, Easy Rider, Top Gun)

      

      Dramas can be extremely emotional and often elicit strong responses from audiences and critics alike. The fact that this genre is character dependent makes the filmmaker and actors a huge factor in a film's success. Throughout the history of film there have been hundreds of dramatic motion pictures, many of which are now legendary masterpieces like Gone with the Wind, Ben-Hur, Casablanca, and Citizen Kane.

      
The Romance

      Romance is a genre that remains timeless, its films providing many of the most memorable moments in film history. Ask someone who her favorite onscreen couples are and she will likely mention Vivian Leigh and Clark Gable in Gone with the Wind, Ingrid Bergman and Humphrey Bogart in Casablanca, Julie Christie and Omar Sharif in Dr. Zhivago, and Audrey Hepburn and Gregory Peck in Roman Holiday. The romance genre can be funny, tragic, ridiculous, ironic, or gut-wrenching, and can span all levels of passion in both the real world and otherworldly environments.

      Romance is an easy choice for crossing over almost all genre lines. Romantic comedies in particular haven't lost their appeal over the decades. From Bringing Up Baby to Sleepless in Seattle, audiences continue to love a happy ending — especially if the road is paved with humor. The same goes for many of the other romantic subgenres, which include:

      
        	
Romantic Comedy (It Happened One Night, The Philadelphia Story, Annie Hall, When Harry Met Sally, Roxanne, My Man Godfrey, Ninotchka, Some Like It Hot, Desk Set)

        	
Dark Romance (War of the Roses, Body Heat, Anna Karenina, A Place in the Sun, Bram Stoker's Dracula, Rebecca)

        	
Classic Romance (African Queen, Sense and Sensibility, Out of Africa, The Way We Were, The Thin Man, Breakfast at Tiffany's, Sabrina, Pillow Talk, The King and I)

        	
Supernatural Romance (The Ghost and Mrs. Muir; Ghost; Truly, Madly Deeply; Somewhere in Time; Heaven Can Wait; The Bishop's Wife)

        	
Historical Romance (Wuthering Heights, Dr. Zhivago, A Room with a View, Dangerous Liaisons, The Unbearable Lightness of Being, Last of the Mohicans, Pride and Prejudice)

        	
Love under Adversity (An Affair to Remember, Moonstruck, Titanic, Pretty Woman, Witness, Coming Home, The Bridges of Madison County, The Crying Game)

        	
Fantasy Romance (An American in Paris, Gigi, The Princess Bride, Lady and the Tramp, The French Lieutenant's Woman)

        	
Romance Gone Bad (Double Indemnity, Niagara, The Postman Always Rings Twice, Damage, Fatal Attraction, Disclosure, Revenge)

      

      As are romances in life, romance movies are anything but predictable. More often than not, the key to a successful romance is the strength of a screenplay and the charisma of actors involved in the production. Always remember that if you're going to play the love game, romance in film is part intuition, part execution, but almost entirely chemistry.

      
The Action Movie

      The action genre, like romance, often crosses over into many other genres. The difference, however, is that action hasn't always been a mainstay of the silver screen. Only in the last two decades have action films been transformed into blockbusters, and that's primarily due to the arrival of bigger-than-life tough guys Sylvester Stallone, Mel Gibson, Bruce Willis, Harrison Ford, and Arnold Schwarzenegger. Together, their franchise films such as Die Hard, Lethal Weapon, First Blood, Terminator, and Raiders of the Lost Ark brought the genre to the forefront and made millions in the process.

      That's not to say that action hasn't been around for a good long while — just ask any swashbuckler fan. Legends such as the 1903 film The Great Train Robbery, Ben-Hur, and Akira Kurosawa's timeless masterpiece The Seven Samurai set the bar for scores of future productions. Rising to the challenge — and indeed setting the bar even higher — was the 007 franchise, which has been entertaining fans since the arrival of Sean Connery's Dr. No in 1962. Action films come in a variety of subgenres, including dramatic action, comedic action, capers, thrillers, heists, science fiction, and horror.

      Enter the Dragon

      James Bond was still going strong in the '70s, but it was an unknown martial artist named Bruce Lee who ultimately captured universal attention and acclaim with his stunning athleticism. The 1973 film Enter the Dragon set in motion a new breed of action film that would showcase actors such as Chuck Norris, Jean-Claude Van Damme, Steven Seagal, and Jackie Chan.

      Lethal Weapons

      Audiences in the 1970s saw yet another new incarnation of action figure that carried bigger and better weapons and a truckload of attitude. Dirty Harry made his debut in 1971 as did Gene Hackman's Popeye Doyle in The French Connection, and Richard Roundtree in Shaft. From there, all manner of action heroes and hoodlums made their way to the big screen from The Untouchables to The Hunt for Red October to The Fugitive and several Mission Impossibles.

      Chicks with Uzis

      The role of women in the action genre has been slow to evolve on the big screen, with only a smattering of films showcasing true female action heroes. While Wonder Woman was waving her golden lasso on the small screen during the 1970s, Carrie Fisher picked up a gun and started shooting Imperial storm troopers in Star Wars. By 1979, the public was introduced to Sigourney Weaver's Lt. Ellen Ripley, whose epic showdown with the mother of all aliens began with Alien and ended eighteen years later with Alien Resurrection. Along the way, director James Cameron gave us a strong female action hero in Linda Hamilton and her role as Sarah Connor in the Terminator trilogy.

      Thanks to Ripley and Sarah Connor, female action heroes have become a hot commodity. Films including Nikita, Thelma & Louise, Speed, True Lies, The Fifth Element, The Matrix, Charlie's Angels, Lara Croft: Tomb Raider, Underworld, and Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon have catapulted a host of talented actresses into the action history books.

      
The Western

      The western genre is most definitely a fixture in regard to film history, and its fans are nothing if not devoted to everything from classic to spaghetti to contemporary cowboy tales. Over the years, western films have diminished in popularity, but they're not yet extinct despite the remake of Wild, Wild West.

      The overriding grumble — the good, the bad, and the ugly, as it were — from those who aren't hardcore western fans is that many films seem to have the same plot: lone cowboy has gun, horse, conflict, shootout, and on occasion grabs the girl before riding off into the sunset. What most folks tend to forget is that westerns are built on history and legend, and the captivating tales woven throughout western films remain timeless to this day. Several western legends have been portrayed on film throughout the genre's history. Buffalo Bill, Billy the Kid, George Armstrong Custer, Wyatt Earp, Wild Bill Hickock, and Jesse James have shot their way through dozens of films.

      Man and His Horse

      Director John Ford and his favorite actor, John Wayne, will forever be associated with the American western. Although he's considered to be one of the most influential directors in the history of cinema, Ford's westerns were seldom viewed as serious filmmaking by the Hollywood elite. Still, Ford's portrayals of the moral virtue of western communities and families, and the ethical standards of his leading characters, would shape America's view of western history for decades.
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        In 1980, Michael Cimino's western Heaven's Gate was wildly over budget and universally panned by critics and the press. Bombing at the box office, the fiasco virtually bankrupted United Artists and forever destroyed the studio perception of the director as the all-knowing auteur.

      

      Italian director and producer Sergio Leone revised the traditional good guy/bad guy formula of early cowboy films with spaghetti westerns that launched Clint Eastwood into stardom. The hero of A Fistful of Dollars, For a Few Dollars More, and the huge hit The Good, the Bad and the Ugly would no longer be ethically faultless, and shooting first became a commonsense approach to Wild West survival.

      Worldwide Appeal

      Many major film stars, and actors who would become major stars, are part of western cinematic history. John Wayne, James Stewart, Henry Fonda, Charles Bronson, Yul Brynner, Steve McQueen, and Mel Gibson all played leading roles in successful westerns. Some argue that Heaven's Gate pushed the western into its grave, but in 1992 the western roared back to life briefly in a single film, Clint Eastwood's starkly brilliant Unforgiven. The genre has remained popular in DVD rentals and on cable television's Western Channel, but it's unlikely that the western will ever resurface with the same widespread acceptance that it enjoyed in the twentieth century.

      
Science Fiction Films

      Science fiction has the distinct advantage and disadvantage of being one of the most elaborate, expensive, and sometimes unintentionally humorous genres in filmmaking history. It has been in existence since 1902, when Georges Méliès made From the Earth to the Moon (Le Voyage dans la lune), based on the Jules Verne novel. This was followed by Fritz Lang's 1927 masterpiece Metropolis. From that time on, science fiction became a motion picture mainstay, and filmmakers have taken all kinds of creative and technological risks with varying degrees of success.

      The science fiction genre covers a wide range of subgenres, each with its own challenges, charm, budgetary limitations, and audience appeal. There's also a certain amount of confusion about films that on first glance appear to be sci-fi, but also cross into other genres, like horror or fantasy. The debate still continues over the 1979 film Alien, which is alternately classified as a sci-fi or horror film. Regardless, there are a host of categories from which to choose when writing and filming sci-fi:

      
        	
Alien Invasions (Earth vs. the Flying Saucers, War of the Worlds, Invasion of the Body Snatchers, Independence Day, The Abyss, Men in Black, Contact)

        	
Disasters (The Day the Earth Stood Still, When Worlds Collide, Armageddon, Deep Impact, The Day after Tomorrow)

        	
Viruses Run Amok (The Andromeda Strain, The Omega Man, Resident Evil)

        	
Post-Apocalyptic Worlds (Soylent Green, Terminator, Mad Max, Road Warrior, Starship Troopers, Blade Runner, The Matrix, Strange Days)

        	
Hero's Journeys (Star Wars, Forbidden Planet, Outland, The Fifth Element, Back to the Future, Planet of the Apes)

        	
Outer Space Excursions (2001: A Space Odyssey, 2010, The Martian Chronicles, Alien, Red Planet, Solaris, Event Horizon, Star Trek)

        	
Technological Rebellion (Westworld, Gattaca, The Stepford Wives, Total Recall)

        	
Genetic Mutants Gone Horribly Wrong (It Came from Beneath the Sea, The Deadly Mantis, The Fly, The Island of Dr. Moreau)

      

      Sci-fi fans are die-hard dreamers who will often watch anything remotely alien, robotic, time disoriented, mind altered, and genetically mutated. Sci-fi films typically require not only a brilliant script but a huge budget, as in the case of Aliens, Independence Day, Armageddon, Contact, the Jurassic Park, Matrix, and Terminator trilogies, and the Star Wars franchise. If you're writing or considering filming a science fiction masterpiece, your overwhelming concern should be budget. It's easy to get carried away when you're dealing with the high-end special effects and technical wizardry necessary to create a blockbuster hit.

      
Horror Movies

      Things that creep, crawl, stare, scream, bite, howl, vanish, or simply go bump in the night will forever be a fascination to all humankind. The primary success of horror films is the varying levels of fear an audience is willing to absorb. As a result of this enduring love/hate adrenaline rush, the horror genre has survived and most certainly continues to thrive on.

      
        
          
            [image: illustration]
          
        

        Legendary masters of the horror film include actors Boris Karloff, Lon Chaney Jr., Vincent Price, Christopher Lee, and Peter Cushing and directors Roger Corman, Alfred Hitchcock, Wes Craven, John Carpenter, and George Romero.

      

      Whether the tale told is of Nosferatu, Frankenstein, or Michael Myers, horror finds its roots in literature and real-life events, ultimately becoming twisted by the creative genius of talented cinematic manipulators. From Mary Shelley's Frankenstein to Bram Stoker's Dracula and Clive Barker's modern-day Hellraiser, the horror genre has kept millions of people on the edge of their seats for decades in terrified anticipation of the unknown. Like many other genres horror is subjective, and the making of a horror film requires a strong study of films past and present. Learning from the true horror masters will only enhance and inspire you to embark on your own twisted supernatural endeavor.

      Creative Terror

      Horror films are a terrifying mixed bag of creatures, evil entities, demonic forces, menacing ghosts, possessed animals, and all kinds of supernatural phenomena. Vampires, werewolves, witches, zombies, mummies, and poltergeists are just a few of the frighteningly hideous elements that compose the genre. Horror has never suffered from a lack of memorable characters and supremely talented actors, writers, and directors. Filmmakers and their legendary characters like Dracula, Norman Bates, Jason Vorhees, Freddy Krueger, Lestat, and Rosemary and her satanic baby have made screen history. And just as horrifying are big-screen monsters like Godzilla, Jaws, and King Kong.

      There's no doubt that horror films are a huge enticement to individuals of all ages regardless of whether they are classic black-and-white films or modern-day scary movies. Recent Hollywood hits like Scream, The Ring, The Blair Witch Project, The Sixth Sense, Identity, and The Others along with endless Halloween, Nightmare on Elm Street, and Friday the 13th sequels prove that horror remains a hot commodity.

      Monster Mash

      Of all the genres, horror has long been hampered by the B-movie curse. Despite the fact that horror is one of the industry's earliest genres, its reputation runs a razor's edge. Modern-day horror is often criticized for its level of violence and the sheer gore it splatters across the screen, but that certainly wasn't the case when the genre first began in the early 1900s.

      Films of the 1930s and '40s were frightening in their simplicity, making excellent use of lighting and technologies available at the time. During the 1950s and '60s horror evolved with the help of Britain's Hammer Film Productions, which showcased Christopher Lee and Peter Cushing in a number of films, and American International Pictures (AIP), which with Roger Corman and Vincent Price's help brought Edgar Allan Poe to life. Then came Alfred Hitchcock with his flock of birds and an eccentric young lad called Norman Bates, and the rest is history.

      
The Comedy Shop

      It should come as no surprise to anyone that humor, which runs the gamut from the traditional to the avant garde, is highly subjective. If there's one single genre that's prime for debate it's arguably the massive comedic genre. What makes one guy laugh doesn't necessarily make the next guy even giggle. How many times has a friend or colleague recommended a comedy that he thought was hysterical? How many times have you watched that comedy and wondered why on earth anyone thought it was funny?

      The Birth of Comedic Film

      Comedy has made a long and highly successful march down the red carpet, having first showcased itself silently through the brilliance of comedians like Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton. By the 1930s audiences were laughing with the Marx Brothers, W. C. Fields, the Three Stooges, and the beguiling Mae West. They were also entranced by Cary Grant paired up with Katharine Hepburn in Bringing Up Baby, and Rosalind Russell in His Girl Friday. During wartime, comedy films belonged to legends like Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, and such comedic teams as Laurel and Hardy and Abbott and Costello.

      By the 1950s and '60s, a new breed of comic genius was enchanting audiences courtesy of Jerry Lewis and Pink Panther extraordinaire Peter Sellers, but it wasn't until the early 1970s that comedy took a decidedly opinionated and oddball twist. A combination of dark and slapstick humor was the mainstay, with filmmakers Mel Brooks, Woody Allen, Neil Simon, and the infamous Monty Python gang banging out one hit after another. Popular comedies of the '70s include Blazing Saddles, Young Frankenstein, High Anxiety, Annie Hall, The Sunshine Boys, Monty Python and the Holy Grail, The Life of Brian, and National Lampoon's Animal House.

      Naked Gun Versus Annie Hall

      By the 1980s, comedies had again taken a turn with the emergence of movies like David and Jerry Zucker and Jim Abrahams' Airplane! Arguably one of the funniest movies ever made, Airplane!, with its relentlessly goofy fun, is a guilty-pleasure movie that jump-started dozens of similar spoofs like Top Secret!, The Naked Gun, Police Squad, and Hot Shots! On the other side of the comedic spectrum, the popularity of Saturday Night Live gave rise to a host of permanent comedy superstars like Eddie Murphy, Chevy Chase, Dan Aykroyd, Bill Murray, and Steve Martin. And who could forget a young — and terminally stoned — Sean Penn in Fast Times at Ridgemont High?

      
        
          
            [image: illustration]
          
        

        Dramatic, romantic, or social comedies of the '80s include Tootsie, Big, A Fish Called Wanda, Nine to Five, Private Benjamin, Splash, Broadcast News, When Harry Met Sally…, Honey, I Shrunk the Kids, and Ghostbusters.

      

      There has always been a need for good comic actors such as Jack Lemmon, Audrey Hepburn, Tom Hanks, Meg Ryan, Reese Witherspoon, and Jack Black. Since the 1990s there has been a coming of age for unique and highly talented comics including Mike Myers, Jim Carrey, Robin Williams, Ellen DeGeneres, and Adam Sandler who made the jump from standup venues to legitimate acting.

      If you're filming a comedy it's important that you feel comfortable with the style of comedy you've selected. Within the genre there are all types of comedic subgenres including romantic, horror, social, and science fiction comedies, slapstick, parodies or spoofs, black comedies, and fish-out-of-water tales.

      Some comedies have had the good fortune to become a franchise, as with National Lampoon, Crocodile Dundee, Austin Powers, Scary Movie, Police Academy, and the Naked Gun films, to name a few. Others, like There's Something about Mary, have become cult classics. But no matter the comedic genre you choose, the overwhelming factor, aside from budget, is that your script be funny, whether it be ha-ha funny, gross funny, or wet-your-pants funny. The ultimate goal is to tell a good story or spoof and make as many people laugh as possible.

      
Shoot to Thrill

      The thriller genre, which is built primarily on the element of suspense, encompasses a wide range of subgenres. Thrillers often cross into other genres; plot elements include, among other things, technology, action, politics, psychology, forensic and medical sciences, conspiracies, and even romance. Few individuals haven't seen a thriller in one form or another, whether it's an Alfred Hitchcock masterpiece or a film adapted from works by novelists such as Tom Clancy, Michael Crichton, Ian Fleming, Frederick Forsyth, or Robert Ludlum.
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          Which films are considered to be to the best thrillers?
        

        In 2001, the American Film Institute (AFI) ranked the ten greatest thrillers as: Psycho, Jaws, The Exorcist, North by Northwest, The Silence of the Lambs, Alien, The Birds, The French Connection, Rosemary's Baby, and Raiders of the Lost Ark.

      

      No matter their slant, thrillers are meant to keep your adrenaline pumping and your gray cells exploding from start to finish. Alfred Hitchcock was a master of classic suspense thrillers, with films such as North by Northwest, Psycho, Rear Window, Vertigo, Dial M for Murder, Rebecca, and The Birds eternally keeping audiences enthralled. The sheer volume of classic thrillers is too great to list, as they run the gamut from The Manchurian Candidate to The Sixth Sense to Cellular, but most of them are well worth studying if you intend to keep audiences riveted.

      Crime-themed thrillers have been prominent for decades; Manhunter, The Fugitive, Silence of the Lambs, Marathon Man, and Cape Fear, for example, have pushed viewers' heart rates to their limits. Similar workouts have come from erotic thrillers, led by Jagged Edge, Basic Instinct, Fatal Attraction, and The Big Easy, and political thrillers, such as Day of the Jackal and In the Line of Fire.

      Thrillers are often standalone films, but on occasion they become franchises, such as with the Die Hard, The Bourne Identity, and Patriot Games installments. These and many other thrillers have become blockbusters, so if you're looking to make your name in this genre, you'd better be prepared for plenty of competition.

      
The Musical

      The musical genre is one that tends to find a very specific audience, as people either love them or cringe at the mere thought of sitting through them. But regardless of one's opinion, there's no denying that musicals are impressively represented in the historical archives of filmmaking. The shift from silent films to “talkies” actually came to fruition with Al Jolson's 1927 musical The Jazz Singer, and from that moment on, film would never be the same. In fact, the musical is experiencing a resurgence in popularity due to the success of Chicago and the remake of Moulin Rouge.

      The Unsinkable Musical

      To say musicals are difficult to film is an understatement. Movie musicals are very much like their theatrical cousins, only with far more expensive equipment, crew, retakes, and the added pressure or sheer luck of finding big-name actors who might actually be able to carry a tune. There's also the daunting task of following history.
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        Director and choreographer Busby Berkeley created a sensation starting in the 1930s with musicals that featured hundreds of dancers who, when filmed from above, created precise and intricate patterns.

      

      Dozens of supremely talented dancers and singers have graced the big screen. Gene Kelly, Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, Judy Garland and Mickey Rooney, Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, Donald O'Connor, Debbie Reynolds, Cyd Charisse, and Barbra Streisand helped build the classic American musical. Their films, ranging from Singing in the Rain to The Wizard of Oz to Top Hat to Hello Dolly, are the stuff legends are made of.

      The Beat Goes On

      Over the years musicals have had huge audience appeal, covering a wide age range and spanning genres. While it seems nearly everyone on the planet has seen The Sound of Music, many other musicals have done well by stretching the boundaries of traditional film. For example, All That Jazz, Grease, Footloose, Little Shop of Horrors, The Rocky Horror Picture Show, and the Muppet movies are still audience favorites. MGM's 1929 film The Broadway Melody was the first musical to boast an original score, which included Give My Regards to Broadway and You Were Meant for Me.

      
Animated Films

      Animation is undeniably one of the most complicated, intricate, and challenging film genres. It's also one of the most popular and historic disciplines of moviemaking. Animated films have enormous mass-market appeal. Few moviegoers have failed to shed a tear over Bambi or Dumbo or been unmoved to cheer for a determined little fish called Nemo, and it's nearly impossible to find someone who hasn't heard of Mickey Mouse.

      Disney Studios, among others, brought animation to the world and with each passing year the genre becomes more popular. It was 1937 when Snow White and the Seven Dwarves was released by Disney. Over the next seven decades many classics followed, including Pinocchio, Fantasia, Cinderella, Peter Pan, Sleeping Beauty, Jungle Book, The Aristocats, 101 Dalmatians, The Little Mermaid, Beauty and the Beast, and The Lion King.

      Oscar-winning Pixar Animation Studios created many innovative films like Toy Story, A Bug's Life, Monsters, Inc., and The Incredibles. In 2004, Finding Nemo was awarded an Oscar for Best Animated Feature Film and has grossed over $864 million worldwide. In a union of the classical and the new, in early 2006, Pixar was purchased by the Walt Disney Company.

      
Fantasy Films

      The fantasy genre encompasses films of whimsy and wonder that feature magic, mysticism, daring quests, otherworldly creatures, and bizarre new worlds. But films in this genre aren't easy to classify, as there tends to be a crossover into the science fiction and other realms. The Wizard of Oz, for example, is both a musical and a fantasy film. Demi Moore and Patrick Swayze's tear-jerking Ghost is a romantic fantasy. As a rule of thumb, it's perhaps best to think of a fantasy film as one whose central theme involves the supernatural, magic, swords and sorcery, or mythical people and places.

      Fantasy films can be hard to sell, but if done well they can be lucrative, as is the case with the Harry Potter movies, Indiana Jones adventures, and the Oscar-winning Lord of the Rings trilogy. Over the years, many fantasy films like Conan the Barbarian, The Princess Bride, Ladyhawke, and Clash of the Titans have become cult classics. Films in the fantasy genre can be very expensive to create, often requiring elaborate costuming and innovative special and visual effects. Depending on the subgenre, production costs can quickly become overwhelming, especially when one is attempting to create a new world or mythical creatures.

      Subgenres of the fantasy realm include:

      
        	
Sword and Sorcery(Conan the Barbarian, Excalibur, Dragonslayer, Harry Potter, Dragonheart, King Arthur)

        	
Surrealism (The Adventures of Baron Munchausen, Labyrinth, The Fisher King, Big Fish, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow)

        	
High Fantasy (The Lord of the Rings trilogies, Ladyhawke, Willow, Pirates of the Caribbean: Curse of the Black Pearl, The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe)

        	
Adventure Quests(The Indiana Jones trilogies, The Neverending Story, The Dark Crystal, The Time Machine, Lara Croft: Tomb Raider)

        	
Classic or Romantic Fantasy (Lost Horizon, It's a Wonderful Life, The Princess Bride, Heaven Can Wait, Ghost, Edward Scissorhands, Peggy Sue Got Married)

      

      One of the master technicians of the fantasy realm is Ray Harryhausen, whose mastery of stop motion animation made silver screen history with such films as Jason and the Argonauts, Clash of the Titans, One Million Years B.C., The Valley of Gwangi, 20 Million Miles to Earth, and the Sinbad adventures.

      
Have Camera, Will Travel: Documentaries

      Filmmakers who work in the documentary genre are extremely disciplined, focused, and in some cases daring. Documentaries often contain historical, political, or social elements presented as travelogues or through interviews or news footage. They can also focus on an individual or group of individuals such as the 1988 film Imagine: John Lennon, Stephen Hawking's life in A Brief History of Time, and The Endurance: Shackleton's Legendary Antarctic Expedition, which tells the tale of Ernest Shackleton's doomed expedition in 1914.
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        When it comes to political documentaries, filmmaker Michael Moore has garnered plenty of recognition both good and bad. His films, especially Fahrenheit 9/11, Bowling for Columbine, and Roger and Me, have made him one of the more high-profile documentary filmmakers.

      

      Documentaries are typically made with small film crews on a low budget. Part of their charm is the raw footage and emotion that's often at the heart of the film's subject matter. One of the more provocative and highly successful mainstream documentaries is Luc Jacquet's 2005 film March of the Penguins. An exquisite look at the life and breeding cycle of the emperor penguin it really hit the mark with audiences, having grossed to date over $122 million worldwide.
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