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			FAITH AND ISLAM

			From the Qur’an

			The (true) religion with God is Islam. Those who were given the Book before differed only after the knowledge (of truth) came to them because of envious rivalry and insolence among themselves. Whoever disbelieves in the Revelations of God (should know that) God is swift at reckoning. (Al-Imran, 3:19)

			While those who believe and do good, righteous deeds, those are the companions of Paradise; they will abide therein. (Al-Baqarah, 2:82).

			From the Last Messenger

			Jabir ibn Abdullah said: “A Bedouin (an illiterate person of that time) came to the Messenger of God and said: ‘Teach me Islam.’

			The Messenger of God explained the way of becoming a true believer, a Muslim: ‘Islam is to believe that there is no deity but Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger. After believing this firmly, it is to perform the daily prayers, five times a day, with great attention and is to fulfill your almsgiving duty, and is to fast during Ramadan, and to fulfill your pilgrimage duty, and to love for people what you would love for yourself, and hate for people what you would hate for yourself.’”

			Religion is the Source of Happiness

			So far, people have always been happy when they have obeyed the rules of God. In contrast, when they have not paid attention to the teachings of the Prophets or the rules of the religions they have always suffered from a variety of depressions. The reason for this is very clear because it is a common fact that when everyone in a society behaves according to his/her own rules, an undesired confusion in the society becomes inevitable. If this sort of confusion occurs in any society, the weak and the poor are always the sufferers. People need the religion to prosper in both this world and the other world. The All-Knowing God created Adam as the first human and Prophet. As the heavenly religions explain who we are, from where we come and to where we go, in this respect, every society inevitably needs a religion. 

			Religions give the best answers to the questions for which we cannot find logical answers. We can obey God’s rules thanks to religion. And it is religion by means of which we are able to stay away from the depression resulting from our lifestyles. We can also get rid of the feeling of being in a tunnel, the entrance and the exit of which are not clear. 

			It is religion by means of which we get the true information about the Owner of everything and the One who is always the Observer on us, surrounding the entire creation with His compassion. In addition, we can feel the real happiness even in our hardest times considering the significance attached on us by God, the Most Merciful and the Most Compassionate.

			We get a piece of very good news learning from the religion that the sufferings of life turn into good deeds if we are patient with them. 

			Undoubtedly, we all have the desire to live happily forever. It is God who gave us that desire. Thanks to religion, we all know that God will resurrect us after death, and God will also host us in Paradise in which we will live forever together with our best friends, and also in which we will be able to see God, in a way special to the other world. 

			Islam

			Islam is the name given as a title to the religion sent by God through his Messenger. Islam has various kinds of meanings, the most important of which being obeying the rules of God. A true Muslim is a very dependable person about whom people feel reliance. 

			Islam is the final of the Divine religions preserving its originality. Its representative, which is Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is the last Messenger sent by God. The last words about religion were uttered by God’s Messenger. The previous Prophets spoke only for their own folks thus uttered the words “my folk” or “my public.” In contrast, God’s Messenger said “O people” or “O humanity,” as mentioned many times in the Qur’an. 

			For All MuslIms

			Having martyred the uncle of God’s Messenger, Hamza, may God be pleased with him, Wahshi ibn Harb (literally the Savage son of War) came back to Medina. He escaped to Taif when Mecca was conquered. Meanwhile, Taif residents were going to the Messenger in order to convert into Islam. Now there was no place to escape for Wahshi. 

			Our Prophet sent a message to Wahshi in order to invite him to Islam. Wahshi answered saying: “O Muhammad, I have committed the big sins such as attributing a partner to God, killing innocent people and fornication, so how can you invite me to Islam? I don’t think God forgives me.” 

			Then God sent a verse of the Qur’an which says: 

			Except he who gives up his way in repentance and believes (without associating partners with God), and does good, righteous deeds as such are those whose (past) evil deeds God will efface and record virtuous deeds in their place (and whose faculties which enabled the evil deeds He will change into enablers of virtuous deeds). God is All-Forgiving, All-Compassionate. (Al-Furqan, 25:70)

			The Messenger of God sent Wahshi these verses upon which Wahshi said, “O Muhammad! Converting into Islam and doing good deeds seem like a very hard job so I suppose I cannot make it.”

			Later, a new verse was revealed by God which says: 

			Assuredly, God does not forgive that partners be associated with Him; less than that, He forgives to whomever He wills (whomever He has guided to repentance and righteousness, either out of His pure grace or as a result of the person’s choosing repentance and righteousness by his free will). Whoever associates any partner with God has indeed fabricated a most heinous sin. (An-Nisa, 4:48) 

			God’s Messenger sent this verse to Wahshi. 

			Wahshi said: “O Muhammad! What is your opinion about me being forgiven? Since my forgiveness depends on God’s will, I am not sure whether I deserve it or not.” 

			Later, a new verse arrived which said: 

			Say: “(God gives you hope): ‘O My servants who have been wasteful (of their God-given opportunities and faculties) against (the good of) their own souls! Do not despair of God’s Mercy. Surely God forgives all sins. He is indeed the All-Forgiving, the All-Compassionate.’” (Az-Zumar, 39:53) 

			After our Prophet gave the news of the new verse to Wahshi, he decided to become a Muslim. 

			Meanwhile, some people also said to the Prophet: “O our dear Prophet, we did the same thing as Wahshi. Do the same conditions go for us, as well?” The Prophet said, “These conditions are acceptable for all Muslims.”

			What If He Told Sincerely

			Osame ibn Zayd has explained: “The Messenger of God gave us the responsibility to introduce Islam to other tribes. We did so but some of them did not accept Islam and above all, said they wouldn’t let us live in Medina. They were scattered around us. However, we caught one of them and he said ‘There is no deity but God.’ Though he uttered these invaluable words, we beat him murderously. When we came back to Medina we told the incident to the Messenger.”

			The Messenger said a bit angrily: “Who will be your helper on the Day of Judgment against these invaluable words of tawhid?”

			I said: “He uttered these words because he was scared of our swords.”

			The Messenger asked: “Did you open his heart and check? What if he said it sincerely?”

			He uttered these words so many times that I heartily wished I had not accepted Islam before that day of the beating incident. 

			Full of Donations and Alms

			Imam Ali once felled an unbeliever. Just as he was about to kill him, the unbeliever spat at him. Ali released him. When the unbeliever asked why, Ali replied: “I was going to kill you for God’s sake. But I became angry when you spat at me, and so my intention’s purity was clouded by my soul’s inclinations. So, I did not kill you.” The unbeliever replied: “I spat at you so that you would become mad and kill me instantly. If your religion is so pure and disinterested, it must be truth.”

			God’s Messenger said, “The conversion of somebody into Islam is much more beneficial for you than giving a world full of donations and alms.”

			The Priest in the Monastery

			The Caliph Umar, may God be pleased with him, together with his friends, was passing before a monastery when he saw a priest with his long grey beard and who was also very old. Suddenly Umar gave way at the knees. He sat and started to cry at once. His friends were surprised and asked each other: “What happened?” 

			Yet, none of them knew the answer. One of them asked the caliph: “O Umar, what has made you cry so much?”

			He, pointing to the priest in the monastery, said, “That priest is almost at the last steps of his life, yet, he still does not know Muhammad, the sultan of the universe, so I cry because of this.”

			The Caliph was crying for someone who he did not even recognize. He was crying because the priest couldn’t find out the reality which was shining so evidently for anyone who was not prejudiced. 

			After all, it could have been no one other than Umar and the ones like him, who could donate half of their property without even thinking a second, and who could also cry for someone in a profound need of finding the truth of life.

			Faith and Unbelief

			If it were asked what the two things that are furthest to each other were, the answer would most probably be the title above. However, when you take the affairs around you into consideration in terms of your feelings, desires, conscience and blessings of God, then the two terms above are the closest things of each other in the world. There is a very fine line between them. Considering this fact, one should never condemn those who fall into the side of unbelief and always implore God earnestly to stay firmly inside the border of faith. Seeing the fact clearly, one should constantly pray to God to not skid his or her steps out of faith, not only for themselves but also for the others. 

			Because of the sins around us, in which one can easily fall and which may lead us away from the world of faith, we should always be cautious in order not to lose our straight way of faith. No one can be sure about preserving his loyalty to God, thus, being cautious is a necessity for all believers. 

			In this respect, nobody should trust themselves in protecting their faith. As believers, we always depend on God and demand His mercy and protection on us. Arrogance may undermine our faith in that it causes to trust ourselves exaggeratedly, thus closing our eyes to the reality. 

			A cautious person should always keep in mind the fact that people are profoundly in need of God, without the help of Whom we can’t even take a short breath of air on Earth.

			The Guiding Lights

			٭	Any calamity will be eased readily as long as one takes shelter in the strong faith of God. 

			٭	True freedom is to be a loyal believer of God.

			٭	To be passionate is a necessity for publicizing the name of God and His religion. 

			٭	Not knowing God means knowing nothing. 

			٭	The only way of not becoming a servant or a slave to anyone is to be a loyal servant to God. 

			٭	Any conversation that does not lead us to God is deficient. 

			٭	Truth cannot be represented by inappropriate attitudes. Therefore we should be aware of how invaluable the truth of Divine is that we are representing. 

			٭	A true and sincere believer neither can deceive anyone nor can think of deceiving. 

			٭	A devoted believer cannot give way to despair. 

			٭	For a believer, hope means relying on God’s infinite power. 

			٭	Arrogance is a sign of hypocrisy.

		

	
		
			HONESTY AND VERACITY

			From the Qur’an

			God commands you to deliver trusts (including public and professional duties of service) to those entitled to them; and when you judge between people, to judge with justice. How excellent is what God exhorts you to do. Surely God is All-Hearing, All-Seeing. (An-Nisa, 4:58).

			The true believers are only those who, when God is mentioned, their hearts tremble with awe, and when His Revelations are recited to them, it strengthens them in faith, and they put their trust in their Lord. (Al-Anfal, 8:2).

			From the Last Messenger

			Honesty

			Our Prophet has said: “A loyal believer should always stick to honesty. Honesty leads one to such goodness that through which you can reach Paradise. If a person continues to be honest till the end of his or her life, he or she becomes qualified for Paradise. 

			A loyal believer should also stay away from telling lies since it puts you into a way which leads to deadly sins and eventually to Hell. If one continues to tell lies, after a certain time, he is indicated divinely as a sinful person and this status leads him or her to Hell eventually.”

			Veracity

			In the eleventh year of Islam, one night the archangel Gabriel descended to the world and took our Prophet to Masjid al-Aqsa on a mount named Buraq. Our dear Prophet became the prayer leader of the other Prophets, and saw Heaven and Hell during this journey. Later, our Prophet and Gabriel rose towards the spiritual realms. This trip, also known as Miraj (the Ascension), carried on the limit which is accepted as the upmost point of the created beings. Our Prophet continued his journey alone after this point. The Prophet met with God there in a way which is impossible to understand for us with our earthly criteria and comprehension. When the trip ended and our Prophet came back to Mecca, his bed was still warm. 

			Our Prophet told this his close friends in the morning then went to Ka’ba in order to announce the incident to the public. When the nonbelievers heard this, they ridiculed our Prophet whose telling lies had not been witnessed by anyone. 

			A short talk took place among them and they hurriedly went Abu Bakr to show him how an unbelievable incident befell the Messenger. 

			One of them said: “O Abu Bakr, you must know well how far the Masjid al-Aqsa is.” 

			Abu Bakr said: “I know it takes more than a month.”

			The nonbelievers were very glad to hear this and they said joyfully and ridiculously: “A logical man thinks like you, of course. However, your friend Muhammad says he went there and came back over night.”

			Since Abu Bakr had a profound trust and belief in the Prophet, he disliked the approach of the nonbelievers and said: “If he told you this, then it was undoubtedly true, for I even believe him with more unbelievable matters , I believe he takes news every day from the heavens.”

			All the nonbelievers were flabbergasted and they said: “We cannot believe that you accept his journey to the heavens.”

			There was nothing for the nonbelievers to do except to leave the place and they did so. Meanwhile, Abu Bakr went to the Prophet promptly. There were many people around the Prophet but no one believed him when he mentioned about the Miraj incident. People again started to ridicule with him. 

			Abu Bakr approached them and said loudly: “Your every word is true, O the Messenger of God. May your Miraj be blessed!”

			While Abu Bakr was shocking the nonbelievers with his words, he was invigorating the believers. Abu Bakr was nicknamed as “the faithful friend” by the Prophet upon his unforgettable loyalty. 

			Saved Through Loyalty to Truth 

			Ka’b ibn Malik’s words were as sharp as his sword. He was a poet. He could upset the nonbelievers entirely with his poems. He acknowledged our dear Prophet as the Messenger, and was among the first believers in Medina but he failed to join Tabuk military expedition. 

			The expedition was a very hard one because the Roman Empire was so powerful at that time that it seemed impossible to be overcome. 

			Ka’b narrates one of his memories of the day: “Since it would be a very hard fight, everybody was called for the war. It was regarded as extremely important by the Prophet. I finished my preparation like everyone. In fact, I hadn’t made such a detailed preparation for any war before. When the army set on for the military expedition, I stayed back as I thought I would catch up with them easily. For so much time had I waited that I realized it was impossible for me to join the army. Days passed. There seemed no choice for me other than waiting. Each hour was like a day for me. No war took place and the army came back. The Prophet appeared on his camel and the native public, the children, women, old men, were all very happy to see him. The army stopped and the Messenger went to the Masjid to perform his traditional prayer after the military expedition. After his prayer, the natives visited him and the ones who had excuses for not joining the expedition declared them and all excuses were accepted by the Prophet. I could have done the same thing with them but I preferred not to lie and explained everything clearly. When we met, the Messenger gave me a meaningful smile and asked: “Where have you been?”

			I told everything clearly. He turned his face and said: “You may leave”

			When I went outside, my people surrounded me and they advised me to find an excuse. 

			I asked if there were any like me and they said: “Yes,” and told me their names. 

			There were two other than me who both joined the Badr war and were also very glorious among the public. They were Murara ibn ar-Rabi and Hilal ibn Umayya. They both preferred my way and they didn’t offer excuses. 

			The decision was made about us. Nobody would talk with us anymore. My two friends were always crying in their homes. I was stronger and I went to the Masjid regularly and I also passed time in the streets and public bazaars. Nobody talked to me. I waited so long just for a smile from the Messenger which never came for almost two months. Every day I would return home with sorrow. The Messenger, the one whose face never ceases to smile, did not even once look at me with a smile. I would greet him, and gaze at his lips wondering whether they would move, but alas, there wasn’t the tiniest movement or smile. 50 days passed. I visited my uncle’s son one day. He was one of my best friends. I greeted him but he gave no response. 

			I asked: “Please tell me for God’s sake! Don’t you believe that I love the Prophet so much?”

			I asked the same question three times and he answered in the third time, “God and His Messenger know better,” and left.

			I was absolutely shocked because I hadn’t expected that answer. I started to cry loudly. While I was walking alone in the street one day I heard someone call me. The man approached me with a letter in his hand. The letter was from the sultan of Gassan. I was invited to Gassan by the king to live in his country. I was offered a free and entertaining life by him. I regarded this as a test from God. I threw the letter into the fire. By the time someone called me after a morning prayer with good news, I had lost my ability to endure. I was forgiven by the Messenger. It was an unforgettable time for me so I prostrated. I thanked God. I went to the Messenger. I held his hand and he held mine. Nothing could have made me happier than touching his hand. 

			God had sent a verse about us: 

			And (He turned in mercy also) to the three left behind and whose cases had been deferred (because they had not taken part in the campaign of Tabuk): (they felt such remorse that) the earth was too narrow for them despite all its vastness, and their souls became utterly constricted for them, and they came to perceive fully that there is no refuge from God except in Him. Then He turned to them in mercy, that they might repent and recover their former state (in Islam). Surely God is the One Who truly returns repentance with liberal forgiveness and additional reward, the All-Compassionate (especially towards His believing servants). (At-Taubah, 9:118)

			After receiving this verse I said to the Messenger: “O dear Messenger! I was protected and saved thanks to my loyalty to truth. I would always tell the truth until the end of my life.”

			Allah Knows and Sees EverythIng

			Umar was checking the streets one night in order to be sure about the security of the public. He witnessed a conversation taking place between a mother and her daughter. 

			The mother was saying to her daughter: “My dear daughter, as you know we are desperately in need of money but our cows don’t give much milk these days so we had better add some water to our milk.”

			The daughter answered: “I cannot believe you mom! You were not like this before.”

			The mother explained: “We could earn money in the past since we had a lot of milk. There is no other way for us now except adding water to the milk.”

			The daughter exclaimed, “But mom! Umar prohibited adding water to milk.”

			The mother said: “No way dear! We have to.”

			The daughter asked: “If Umar hears this, what will we do then?”

			The mother said: “How can he hear us at this time of the night?”

			The daughter explained: “Mom! Even though Umar does not hear this, what about God? God knows and sees everything.”

			The mother replied: “You are absolutely right my dear daughter. I appreciate your sensitivity. I also thank you for preserving me from committing a big sin.”

			Meanwhile, Umar was listening quietly to the conversation. He was impressed by the answers of the girl, her honesty, and loyalty to God. In a short time, Umar’s son and the girl got married. Umar ibn Abdulaziz, who was one of the leading Islamic scholars, was the grandson of this girl.

			Rain Cannot Be a Reason to Break a PromIse

			Mehmet Akif Ersoy, a Turkish scholar and poet of the Turkish national anthem, knew the importance of keeping a promise. He was a devoted Muslim so he regarded breaking promises as unacceptable behavior. 

			He and his friend Eşref Edib promised each other to meet for lunch. 

			It was pouring rain one hour before their meeting time. 

			Edib thought that Ersoy wouldn’t come to the meeting on such a rainy day. 

			So Edib left his home to visit one of his neighbors thinking the meeting was naturally cancelled. 

			In the meantime, Ersoy had already come to the meeting place. He waited under the rain. 

			The next day, after learning Ersoy had come to the meeting, Edib visited him to apologize. Mehmet Akif Ersoy said: “Only a death or a serious accident may be an excuse for breaking one’s promise.”

			Trusting in God

			There was a man who was known by everyone in his village. He was famous for saying “God only knows why” after an incident befell him. While the other natives’ sheep or goats were grazing free from danger that summer, his own donkey was killed suddenly without explicit reason. The man was not upset by his donkey’s death and said: “God only knows why and there is bound to be a benefit for me in the end.”

			After a short time, his dog died. Again he was not upset by this. He said: “It is definite that there is a clear benefit for me in this.”

			After a short time, his rooster died suddenly. His neighbors said: “There is a bad luck in this.” However, he was still determined that there would be a benefit in this. He said: “I trust God undoubtedly. He never gives human beings evils as long as they trust him and do the right thing. Even when people do bad actions, He mostly turns them into beneficial deeds.”

			One night, some bandits raided the village. As it was dark, they only hunted for the animal sounds such as a donkey and a roaster. 

			When they heard the animals’ voices they went into the house and stole everything. 

			Almost all the houses were robbed that night except the man’s. 

			His neighbors were all shocked and the man said: “No victory in the world should make you happier than as it is, and no loss should make you more miserable than as it is. Trust always in God and do never forget that God is the owner of all the property in this world. No incident in this world is occurring by chance. Everything has a meaning. As a human being, you should first take the necessary precautions including every detail you know, and then put your trust in God. And you should never be suspicious about the result which will always be in your favor as long as you trust in him taking all the precautions. At first, it may seem that some results are evil, but if you can wait patiently for the last step, you will see the benefits.” 

		

	
		
			BELIEF IN GOD

			From the Qur’an

			(So, O people, refrain from concealing the truths and from disbelieving, and do not seek in vain a source of help and another refuge for yourselves. For) Your God is One God; there is no deity but He, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate. (Al-Baqarah, 2:163).

			God it is Who has raised the heavens without pillars you can see, then He established Himself on the Supreme Throne; and He made the sun and the moon subservient to His command, each running its course for a term appointed by Him. He directs all affairs (as the sole Ruler of creation); He sets out in detail the signs and proofs of the truth and the relevant Revelations included in the Book, that you may have certainty in the meeting with your Lord (on Judgment Day). (Ar-Ra’d, 13:2).
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