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PREFACE

This is my second book on the subject of fishing. As in the first book, I tried to illustrate as much of the subject matter as possible to make it more meaningful and understandable.

Much of the information contained in this book has been around for a number of years, in one form or another, and has proven to be useful to many fishermen.

I hope my efforts in collecting and compiling all of the information presented here help the reader to be more successful in his or her fishing endeavors.

Gene Kugach
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CHAPTER
1
GENERAL FISHING TIPS

[image: ]


General Fishing

Most anglers who are successful and who are considered lucky are really educated anglers who utilize experience and knowledge.

Fishing success can be obtained only by understanding and applying basic fishing knowledge rather than depending on luck alone.

Much of the information contained in this chapter has been compiled from experience obtained during many hours of fishing, and input and feedback from other successful anglers.

The following pages include information that can make a big difference in filling a stringer full of fish, or going home empty-handed.

Included are many tricks, tips, and suggestions on how to improve your fishing skills, how to locate fish, as well as some common sense tips on ways to make your fishing experience more enjoyable.

I hope that some of the information presented here will improve your skills and help you catch more fish.


GENERAL FISHING TIPS

FISHING ETHICS

The following are a few simple things to remember to make fishing a more enjoyable sport for everyone.

[image: ]


	[image: ] Keep only the fish you can use.


	[image: ] Practice “Catch and Release.”


	[image: ] Don’t be a polluter. Properly dispose of your trash (tangled line, bait containers, and so forth).


	[image: ] Observe angling and boating regulations.


	[image: ] Respect other fishermen’s rights


	[image: ] Respect property owners’ rights.


	[image: ] Support local conversation efforts.


	[image: ] Never release fish, baits, or plants into public waters.


	[image: ] Share your knowledge and skills with other anglers.


	[image: ] Promote the sport of fishing.




TEN COMMON FISHING MISTAKES

You probably will catch more fish if you avoid making the following mistakes.

1. USING OLD LINE
Solution: Replace or change your line frequently.

2. USING DIRTY OR FAULTY REELS
Solution: Keep your equipment clean and in good working order

3. IMPROPERLY SETTING YOUR DRAG
Solution: Adjust and set your drag before you start fishing.

4. USING DULL HOOKS
Solution: Make sure your hooks are sharp.

5. USING ONLY YOUR FAVORITE LURE
Solution: Try different lures, colors, sizes, shapes. “EXPERIMENT.”

6. FISHING ONLY ONE LOCATION
Solution: Try new areas.

7. FISHING FOR ONLY ONE SPECIES
Solution: Be versatile.

8. BEING UNOBSERVANT
Solution: Observe conditions, weather, temperature, and so forth.

9. LACKING CONCENTRATION
Solution: Concentrate on catching one fish at a time.

10. LACKING CONFIDENCE
Solution: Have a positive mental attitude.


KIPPING RECORDS


KEEPING A FISHING LOG

To improve your future results, try the following suggestions before you plan your next fishing trip.

[image: ]

[image: ] Start keeping records (Fishing Log) of the waters you have fished in the past.

[image: ] Record the fish you caught, the time of day when you caught them, the season, the weather conditions, and the bait or lures you used.

[image: ] Also get a map or make one of the lake you’re fishing and mark the locations that were productive.

By studying your notes, you can key in on the areas that proved to be productive and improve your chances for a successful trip.



BASIC FISHING LOG SUGGESTIONS

The following are a list of things to consider including in a fishing log.


	[image: ] Body of Water
Name: Lake, River, Stream, Pond


	[image: ] Time of Year
Season: Spring, Summer, Fall,
Winter
Month: Date, Time of day


	[image: ] Weather Conditions
Air Temperature: Hot, Cool, Cold,
Average
Wind: Speed, Direction
Sky: Clear, Overcast, Rainy,
Stormy
Barometer: Steady, Rising,
Falling


	[image: ] Water Conditions
Clarity: Clear, Muddy, Stained
Temperature: Warm, Cool, Cold
Water Level: High, low, normal


	[image: ] Bait Used
Live: Type, Size
Lures: Type, Size, Color


	[image: ] Presentation
Depth: Deep, Shallow, No. of fee
Retrieve: Slow, Fast, Medium


	[image: ] Location
Where Caught: Reference
Points, Type of structure, Open
Water, Shoreline,


	[image: ] Fish Caught
Species: Number, Size, Weight


	[image: ] Remarks
General Thoughts




In addition to the above list of suggestions, you can also add anything that you feel will be of future value.


FISHING LOG EXAMPLE

FISHING LOG

BODY OF WATER:


	[image: ] Lake [image: ] River [image: ] Stream [image: ] Creek [image: ] Pond [image: ] Quarry [image: ] Reservoir




NAME: _____________________________________________

LOCATION: __________________________________________

DATE: _________________

TIME OF YEAR:


	[image: ] Spring [image: ] Summer [image: ] Fall [image: ] Winter




TIME OF DAY:


	[image: ] Morning [image: ] Midday [image: ] Evening [image: ] Night


	Time Started __________ Time Finished __________




WEATHER CONDITIONS:


	Sky: [image: ] Clear/Sunny [image: ] Overcast [image: ] Partly Cloudy [image: ] Fog


	Precipitation: [image: ] Rainy [image: ] Drizzle [image: ] Storms [image: ] Snow


	Variables: [image: ] Cold Front Approaching [image: ] Cold Front Leaving


	Barometer: [image: ] Steady [image: ] Rising [image: ] Falling


	Moon Phase: [image: ] New [image: ] Full [image: ] Waning [image: ] Waxing


	Air Temperature: [image: ] Hot [image: ] Cold [image: ] Cool [image: ] Average


	Wind Conditions: [image: ] Strong [image: ] Moderate [image: ] Light [image: ] None


	Wind Direction: [image: ]N [image: ]S [image: ]e [image: ]W [image: ]NE [image: ]NW [image: ]SE [image: ]SW




WATER CONDITIONS:


	Clarity: [image: ] Dirty [image: ] Stained [image: ] Clear [image: ] Muddy


	Current: [image: ] Fast [image: ] Moderate [image: ] Slow [image: ] None


	Water Level: [image: ] Normal [image: ] High [image: ] Low


	Surface Conditions: [image: ] Rough [image: ] Choppy [image: ] Calm [image: ] Slight Ripple




FISHING TECHNIQUE:


	[image: ] Boat Fishing [image: ] Shore Fishing


	[image: ] Spinning [image: ] Bait Casting [image: ] Still Fishing [image: ] Fly Fishing


	[image: ] Trolling [image: ] Ice Fishing [image: ] Other




REMARKS: __________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

[image: ]


WEATHER TIPS

COMMON SENSE TIPS

Here are some simple things to remember regarding weather to make your fishing trips more enjoyable and safer.

[image: ] Be aware of weather changes and how fast they occur. Rapid shifts in wind direction can mean foul weather is approaching.

[image: ] Check the weather report before going out on a lake, especially a large lake.

[image: ] On large bodies of water, have a compass, a radio tuned to a weather channel, lake charts, and running lights on your boat. Wind changes, storms, and fog can occur quickly.

[image: ] Never fish during a lightning storm.


WIND THEORY
(Author unknown)

Here’s an old theory that’s been around for years about the wind and its effect on fishing.

Wind from the north, fisherman does not go forth.
Wind from the south, blows the bait in the fish’s mouth.
Wind from the east, the fish bite least.
Wind from the west, the fish bite best.

[image: ]




BAROMETRIC CONDITIONS

[image: ]

Barometers are used to foretell changes in the weather. Falling barometric pressure indicates an approaching storm or a major weather change such as a cold front, while a rising or steady barometer can mean pleasant conditions.

Barometric pressures also affect fish, some more than others. With fish, a falling barometer usually precedes exceptionally poor fishing, while a steady slowly rising barometer will produce the best fishing. However, many fishermen figure that it matters little if a barometer is low or high, as long as it is steady.

The following information regarding what the weather conditions will be by the fall or rise of a barometer is a rule of thumb. Conditions can vary by geographical locations and other unpredictable factors.



	
	Falling Barometer



	Barometer Reading
	Possible Weather Conditions



	31 to 30.8
	Fair, cool, variable winds



	30.8 to 30.5
	Fair, warmer, windy, changing to rain



	30.5 to 30.2
	Developing storms



	30.2 to 29.9
	Warmer and cloudy, possible rain.



	29.9 to 29.6
	Warmer, increasing winds, unsettled weather



	29.6 to 29.3
	Clearing, warming trend



	29.3 to 29.0
	Clearing, windy, and cooler weather



	29.0 to 28.7
	Storms






	
	Rising Barometer



	Barometer Reading
	Possible Weather Conditions



	29.0 to 29.3
	Clearing, cool, high winds



	29.3 to 29.6
	Cool, high winds, possible rain



	29.6 to 29.9
	Fair, windy



	29.9 to 30.2
	Fair, windy with diminishing winds



	30.2 to 30.5
	Fair, cool, variable winds



	30.5 to 30.8
	Clear, cool, moderate winds



	30.8 to 31 .0
	Rain, high winds





WEATHER CONDITIONS

Weather conditions can be the difference between a full stringer or practice casting. It affects all fish (some more than others) and their habits. Most experienced fishermen know the importance of recognizing various conditions (barometric pressures, overcast skies, temperature changes, seasonal changes, winds, and so forth) and adapting their fishing skills to successfully overcome these differences. The following are a few helpful tips regarding weather conditions.


COLD FRONTS

A cold front that dispels hot, sultry weather will provide the best fishing, just before it settles in.

[image: ]

HOT WEATHER FISHING

On very hot days, increase the size of your favorite lure, jig, or bait by one size and fish it slower than usual. Most fish are sluggish under these conditions and the increased size and slower presentation can at times induce them to strike.

[image: ]




RAINY WEATHER

Fishing can be productive during rainy weather, because wind and raindrops knock flying insects into the water, which make surface-feeding, insect-eating fish like the trout more active.

[image: ]

In addition, the rain also breaks up the smooth water surface, making it harder for a fish to see you and less spooky.




POND FISHING TIPS

[image: ]

POND FISHING

Thousands of farm ponds, small lakes, and community ponds/lakes are scattered throughout the United States.

These small bodies of water afford many fishermen an opportunity for some excellent fishing during any season.

During the winter months most ice fishermen will have the advantage of fishing early, because these small ponds or lakes freeze up much earlier than most larger lakes.

During early spring, they warm much more quickly than larger lakes, and the warmer water temperatures induce spawning about a month earlier for most freshwater fish. These conditions after a long winter give the fisherman with cabin fever an opportunity to get a jump on the season.

During the summer and fall months, fishing will also be good, due to the lack of fishing pressure, unlike that found on larger lakes.

The following are just a few suggestions on how to locate and fish some of the local ponds found in your area.


[image: ] To find your local ponds, contact your local county office and request a detailed county road map. These maps will indicate pond locations as well as access roads to reach them.

[image: ] For other than your own local county, contact your State Geological Survey Department or the U.S. Geological Survey Department and request topographical maps of the areas you are interested in. In most cases, maps of the requested areas will be available and will be sent to you for a nominal fee.



Once you receive the maps, select a few likely ponds in a given area and talk to the various owners. It’s important to get permission from the owners to fish their ponds. Don’t, I repeat, don’t trespass without permission.

In most situations, if you present yourself properly, abide by the owner’s rules, and treat his property with respect, permission will be granted. Sometimes it may require a small fee to be paid, or perhaps a few of the fish you catch, to gain access, but in the long run, it’s well worth it.


STRIP MINE OR QUARRY FISHING TIPS

Strip mines or quarry lakes can be tough lakes to fish, but like any tough lake, if you use common sense and observe various conditions (water temperature, season, water clarity, cover and so forth), you can have successful results by applying some basic considerations.

TYPES OF QUARRY/STRIP MINE LAKES

Category 1: A large, long (quarter mile or more) narrow, deep pit with a steep shoreline, breaking sharply to deep water.

Category 2: Usually half the size and depth of a category one lake, with a more convoluted irregular shoreline that has a large amount of weed growth and shallow flats.

Category 3: A dishpan or pothole lake, which characteristically is ten to fifteen feet deep and has a shoreline that is covered with emergent vegetation and surrounded with cattails.

CONSIDERATIONS


	1. In the spring, when the water temperature reaches 50 degrees, fish the smaller lakes (categories two and three) and the shallowest water available.


	2. From spring to summer, as the water warms, work the edges that have access to deeper water.


	3. Midsummer, avoid working waters that are over fifteen feet deep. The deeper waters stratify and are devoid of oxygen.


	4. When the fall turnover begins, switch to larger pits (category one or two). Bass are less likely to be scattered in larger lakes, more so than in the smaller lakes (category three).


	5. Regardless of the season, use a light line and live bait presentation; most fish will be extremely sight oriented in their feeding habits due to the water clarity.


	6. Use polaroid sunglasses. Because of the water clarity, you will be able to spot cruising fish or potential structure.




[image: ]


BEST STRIP MINE OR QUARRY RIG
 AND HOW TO USE IT

The following rig and its use is directed toward bass fishing, but it is also effective for most other species found in a typical strip mine or quarry lake.

RIGGING

[image: ]

PRESENTATION

Attach the night crawler as shown above, without using any additional weights. After you cast the bait, allow it to sink naturally in a slow semi-suspended manor. Once it hits bottom, let it sit for a while (thirty or sixty seconds) before starting your retrieve. In clear or sandy bottom areas, allow it to sit as much as three to four minutes. If the bottom is heavily weeded or moss covered, retrieve and cast to a new location. (While the bait is sinking or on the bottom, keep your reel bail open (free line) and use your finger against the line to detect any strikes. When you get a strike, let the fish take line for five to ten seconds before setting the hook.

[image: ]

The following are just a few major points to consider when strip mine or quarry lake fishing.

GENERAL FISHING TIPS


	[image: ] The banks of strip mines fall off quickly into deep water. Fish parallel to the shore and try different depths with your presentations until you find the fish.


	[image: ] Use lighter line due to the water clarity, and light-colored lures for low light conditions.


	[image: ] In the spring, jig and pig combinations are effective in black, brown, or black/blue color selections. Also effective are spinnerbaits in white or white/chartreuse or crankbaits in crawdad or chrome colors.


	[image: ] In the summer, plastic worms 4-6 inches long rigged Carolina style or deep running crankbaits in bluegill or chrome colors are effective. You can also have some good results using topwater buzzbaits.


	[image: ] In the fall, stay with the typical summer baits, switching to the spring combinations in the late fall.




WATER CLARITY

Strip mine/quarry water clarity is due to the following factors.


	[image: ] They are small bodies of water with steep banks that protect them from wind effects.


	[image: ] They have bottoms that are made up of sand, shale, slate, and gravel, which keep the water clear even after a heavy rain.


	[image: ] They are not fed by any feeder creeks as in the case of reservoirs or ponds which add sediment after rainstorms.




[image: ]


RIVER FISHING TIPS

RIVER FISHING

Most rivers are full of snags, hang-ups, and fast-moving currents, which cause a lot of tackle loss for most fishermen. To cut down on your losses, try some of the following tips and techniques.


	[image: ] Line: Starting with the line, unless you’re fishing for giant-sized catfish, use lighter line. The heavier the line, the more weight required for casting as well as keeping the bait on the bottom. Switch to a six- to eight-pound test line, which in most cases will be adequate for most species of fish.


	[image: ] Hooks: Don’t use double, treble, or heavy tempered steel hooks. These types of hooks catch and hold snags and rocks very easily and are difficult to dislodge. The proper hook to use should be a light wire, non-tempered type that sets easily in the fish’s mouth, and if it snags, or gets hung up, will pull out or bend without breaking your line.


	
[image: ] Weights: Don’t use fat, heavy weights, because they offer more resistance to the water and will snag more easily. Use a dropper line with small removable “BB” type split shots to keep the bait down. Only use enough weight to have the bait touch bottom, allowing it to move with the current. The dropper rig may need adjustment by adding or removing some of the split shots, depending on the depth and water current.

Below are various examples of how to set up your rig.





BASIC RIVER RIGS

[image: ]


CROSS CURRENT FISHING

Cross current is one of the best methods to river fish, it allows you to cover a greater area where fish may be holding. To properly fish cross current, try the following:


	1. Use a dropper rig with the minimum amount of weight necessary to touch bottom with your bait.


	2. Cast slightly upstream toward the river bank, allowing the current to carry the bait directly downstream.


	3. Vary the distance of each cast to cover a greater area.


	4. Vary the point where you retrieve your bait.


	5. Repeat two through three, until you completely covered the area you are fishing.




[image: ]

UPSTREAM FISHING

The advantages of upstream fishing is as follows.


	[image: ] Most fish face upstream in their holding areas, waiting for food to come down with the current.


	[image: ] There is less chance of spooking the fish because they can’t see you.




To properly fish upstream, try the following:


	1. Cast beyond the area where you believe fish are holding, letting your presentation sink, and allowing the current to carry it to the spot you want to reach.


	2. Use a small float as a strike indicator and to keep your presentation just off the bottom.




[image: ]


DOWNSTREAM FISHING

Downstream fishing is the least favored method to river fish. The reasons are as follows:


	[image: ] The bait or lure will disturb the fish holding areas directly below you.


	[image: ] Heavier current will require more weight to sink your rig.


	[image: ] Additional weight will add to the risk of more hang-ups.




To properly fish downstream, try the following:


	1. Basic Rig: Tie on a small barrel swivel to the end of your line (8 lb. test), with a dropper rig for your weights (BB split shots), which should only be heavy enough to keep the bait down. Add your hook (#4 Aberdeen) or your lure to the opposite end of the swivel.


	2. Cast the rig slightly across and downstream, keeping your rod tip low, allowing the current to swim the bait or lure across deeper water.


	3. Raise the rod tip higher when you encounter shallower water to keep the bait or lure up and over any snags.


	4. When the bait or lure is directly downstream, retrieve it slowly and repeat two through three until you cover the area you are fishing.




[image: ]


SHORELINE RIVER FISHING

When river waters fluctuate, shore fisherman can use these conditions to their advantage.

Fishing near highway or railroad trestles during an increase of water flow is a good way to fill a stringer.

Good-sized eddies are formed by the abutments favoring the bank sides, which are excellent fish holding locations.

Other good areas to try are the dikes or spillways on larger rivers.

[image: ]

Check the spillways where the faster water flows enter; there will be a distinct current edge where fish like to hold. Also fish above the spillway where the water flows over it; white bass like to hold right above the edge and feed on minnows and insects before they are swept over the top.



FALL RIVER FISHING

The advantage of fall river fishing is the un-crowded waters. During the month of October, most fishermen are busy hunting or waiting for ice fishing to start, eliminating a lot of the competition for productive fishing areas along the river.
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