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CHAPTER 1 FEAST FOR TWO


A full moon, round like a wheel of cheese, shone bright over The City. Streetlights lit up signs on every street corner. And I, Ratnip, was in rat paradise.

Why? you might ask. Well, because I was eating the biggest feast of my life!

Just a few moments ago, I had been walking around The City. I was doing my nightly rounds, looking for something interesting to add to my treasure collection—candy wrappers, string, stuff like that.

[image: Ratnip walks with his skunk friend Tuffy along the city street.]

Tuffy, my skunk friend, had tagged along too. He isn’t a treasure hunter like I am. But ever since I met him in the alleyway behind the ice cream store, he loves joining me on walks around The City.

So far this evening, I hadn’t found anything on our walk except a few used tissues. Yuck!

[image: Ratnip looks surprised as he finds scraps of food on the pavement.]

“Let’s try the next street,” I said. “Maybe we’ll have more luck there.”

We hadn’t gotten very far when Tuffy pointed at something lying on the sidewalk up ahead.

“Look! A bottle cap!” he said.

[image: A simple illustration of a round, metallic bottle cap with ridged edges and a shiny surface.]

We circled around the bottle cap, sizing it up.

“Hmmm,” I said, stroking my whiskers.

Bottle caps were easy to find in The City. I had to choose carefully which ones to add to my collection, or else my treasure room would be overflowing with them.

[image: Ratnip finds a plain white bottle cap on the city sidewalk but decides it is not special enough for his collection.]

This bottle cap was plain white, and it didn’t have interesting patterns on it. So I left it alone.

Just a few steps ahead, we found another bottle cap. This one was yellow with a picture of a lemon printed on it.

[image: Ratnip discovers a yellow bottle cap with a lemon design and happily adds it to his bag.]

“Oh hey! This one is cool!” I said. I showed it to Tuffy before putting it in my bag.

“Whoa,” Tuffy said. “What is with all these caps?”

I looked ahead and gasped. All along the sidewalk, bottle caps were strewn everywhere!

[image: A collection of bottle caps scattered across a flat surface, viewed from a low angle.]

Like I said, bottle caps are common on The City streets. But so many of them, all on the same sidewalk?

Something was going on.

[image: Ratnip and Tuffy follow a trail of bottle caps scattered along the city street.]

Tuffy and I followed the trail of bottle caps down the block, around the corner, and all the way to… the biggest, stinkiest dumpster we had ever seen!

The dumpster was big and green, and it had gigantic wheels. It was standing in the street, resting beside the curb. And—best of all—it was overflowing with trash!

[image: A garbage truck filled with trash, driving through a city street.]

“WOW!” Tuffy and I shouted.

“Forget bottle caps,” I said. “That dumpster must be filled with all kinds of treasures!”

“Including treasures that go in our tummy,” Tuffy added, rubbing his belly.

[image: Tuffy the skunk rubs his belly, smiling at the thought of tasty treasures.]

We scampered up the wheels on the dumpster. Then we dove right into the sea of trash.

[image: Ratnip and Tuffy dive into a mountain of trash, surrounded by popcorn, burgers, cups, and scraps.]

“This is AMAZING!” I squeaked. “It’s so amazing, it’s almost too good to be true!”





[image: A illustration of a jar labeled “Dill Pickles” surrounded by pickle slices and bread pieces, with a cityscape in the background.]
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CHAPTER 2 JUST A LITTLE RATNAP


That was how Tuffy and I found ourselves in city critter paradise.

Inside the dumpster, we discovered so much food. I’m talking sandwich crusts, hot dog buns, pickle juice, and apple cores.

The farther we burrowed into the garbage, the more food we found.

There was even a whole container of mac and cheese!

We gobbled everything down. Then we flopped onto our backs and sighed with happiness.
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