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The law works fear and wrath; grace works hope and mercy.

—Martin Luther
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JANUARY 1 [image: ] Grace



It is by grace you have been saved, through faith…

EPHESIANS 2:8 NIV



In the Hebrew of the Old Testament, the word for “grace” is [image: ] (chen); in the Greek of the New Testament, it is χάρις (charis). In either language the meaning is largely the same: the favor of the Lord. It’s a word that whispers gratitude, kindness, and graciousness, something both wondrously pleasant and precious. It is unmerited favor, many scholars say.

Defining “grace” across the Bible in Hebrew and Greek can seem complex, but grace itself isn’t complicated. Not really. For all the scholarly definitions that can be found and studied, perhaps the best definition is also the simplest: Grace is the unending goodness of God poured out on His oh-so-undeserving people.

Today, look for ways to embrace His grace in your life.


[image: Image]

Holy Father, sometimes my prayers become complicated with my own attempts to figure everything out. But, like grace, prayer isn’t complicated. Not really. It’s simply a way to speak to You—to say thank You. And I do, Lord. I thank You so very much. Amen.
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JANUARY 2 [image: ] Give and Be Given



“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

LUKE 6:38 NIV



Luke 6:38 promises us something beautiful: Give, and it will be given to you. How many stories have you heard of people who have given their money to the Lord and then had Him return it in the most unexpected of ways?

But what if this promise applies to something other than just money and things? What if it is true for faith, trust, love, and grace? If you give your faith and trust to God, will He not strengthen that faith and help you trust Him even more? Give your love away to Him and to others, and just see how much more love you receive in return. Give your grace to those who have need of it, and God will give you His grace… pressed down, shaken together, and running over.

What can you give away today?
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Lord, teach me not to ration the faith, the trust, the love, and the grace that I give away. Because I know You do not ration all that You give to me. Amen.
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JANUARY 3 [image: ] While We Were Still Sinners



But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

ROMANS 5:8 NIV



While we were still sinners. Is there any more powerful statement of love than this? While we were still ignoring God and choosing our own paths. While we were still flinging our rebellion up at Him like a toddler throwing a tantrum over a toy. While we were knowingly doing the very things He asked us not to do.

That is when God sent Jesus.

Sin makes an enemy of God, and so our sins should have made us enemies of God. They should have earned punishment and His eternal wrath. Instead, He gave us grace. Simply because He loves us, deeply and entirely.
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Lord, words are not enough to thank You for the grace You give me while I am still a sinner. Amen.
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JANUARY 4 [image: ] Of Course Not!



Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not!

ROMANS 6:15 NLT



If God’s going to forgive me anyway for the bad things that I do, or the ways in which I do not love my neighbor, isn’t it okay to keep acting the way I’ve always acted? In Paul’s own words: “Of course not!”

God’s grace does not free us from the obligation to obey Him. Jesus Himself said, “If you love me, keep my commands” (John 14:15 NIV). Rather, God’s grace frees us from the penalty of our sins. Our sins have earned us a death sentence, but God’s grace has voided that sentence. His grace covers our sins with the righteousness of Christ and offers us eternal life in heaven instead.

Today, when you are tempted to act in a way you know would not please God, remember His grace—and in your freedom, choose not to sin.
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Dear Lord, let me never take Your grace for granted. Help me to obey You in all things simply because I am grateful. Amen.
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JANUARY 5 [image: ] Before Time Began



God saved us and chose us to be his holy people. We did nothing to deserve this, but God planned it because he is so kind. Even before time began God planned for Christ Jesus to show kindness to us.

2 TIMOTHY 1:9 CEV



Before light filled the skies… before the first ocean wave rippled upon the shore… before that first forbidden fruit was ever plucked from the tree… from the very start—that’s when God first planned to send His Son to live on earth and die to save us.

Imagine that. As God called forth the sun, moon, and stars; as He scooped up the dust and breathed life into man; as He walked with Adam and Eve in the cool of the garden, He knew they—we—would turn away from Him. But instead of walking away, He made a plan to sacrifice His only Son—Himself—for us.

Right from the very start… before time began.
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O Lord, You know my every mistake, my every sin—You’ve always known them, from before I was even born. You’ve always known how much I need Jesus. Please help me to know that too and to see evidence of your kindness today. Amen.
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JANUARY 6 [image: ] The Lord Is Just



“The LORD is just! He is my rock! There is no evil in him!”

PSALM 92:15 NLT



What does it mean when the Bible says our Lord is just? He is upright, correct, and pleasing. There is no crookedness or evil in Him. We can trust completely, and without reservation, in His goodness—and we can know that He will carry out justice.

God is also straightforward: He does not hide Himself from us. If you seek Him in His Word, His message is clear: Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6 NIV). Like a rock, God’s truth never changes—and neither does He.

You can build your life on the justness of God—starting today.
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Lord, You are my Rock—just, righteous, and unchanging in Your truths. Help me, Lord, to build my life on You. Amen.
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JANUARY 7 [image: ] The Gift of Good Answers



“If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”

MATTHEW 7:11 NIV



You’ve prayed and prayed, and now God has finally gifted you with an answer. But perhaps it wasn’t the answer you were seeking. Or perhaps it seems like God has been silent, the answer coming long after you thought it should. It’s easy to let your thoughts slip into questioning God and His wisdom. After all, don’t you know exactly what you need?

That’s when it’s time to remind yourself of Matthew 7:11: If earthly parents know how to give good gifts to their children, don’t you think God—the perfect Father—knows how to give the very best gifts to you? So perhaps this gift He’s given you doesn’t seem so good right now. But wait, and trust, and you will see: God’s answer will be the gift you needed, even if it isn’t the gift you wanted.
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Lord, I know that You always answer my prayers. Open my eyes and my heart to the perfect goodness of Your answers, even when I don’t yet understand them. Amen.
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JANUARY 8 [image: ] Where Is God?



The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him.

NAHUM 1:7 NIV



Everyone goes through times of trouble, whether it’s for days, months, or even years. Dealing with them is just part of living in this fallen world. So where is the grace in that? Where is God’s goodness when everything around you seems so bad? Where is God?

He has never left your side; He is right there with you. As Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV) tells us, “The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”

God’s grace will give you His strength and comfort; “The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still” (Exodus 14:14 NIV). And you will find His goodness in the inexplicable peace—a peace “which transcends all understanding”—that floods your soul as you seek refuge in His welcoming arms (Philippians 4:7 NIV).
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Lord God, when troubles seem to come at me from every side, remind me to run to You—my Refuge, the One Who cares for me. Amen.
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JANUARY 9 [image: ] Lost in the Wonder



I will meditate on your majestic, glorious splendor and your wonderful miracles.

PSALM 145:5 NLT



It’s so easy to get bogged down in the millions of little details that make up your daily life. Pay the bills. Wash the clothes. Meet the deadline. Cook the dinner. Go. Pick up. Clean up. Get up.

Sometimes you just need to stop, and… breathe.

Take a day, an hour, or even just a moment to look around at the glorious splendor of God’s creation. Let yourself get lost in the wonder of it all. See that sunlight? God spoke, and it soared across the universe to brighten the sky. See that tree? God planted that tree within a seed and then told it how and when to grow. And that face staring back at you in the mirror? God breathed life into your soul and declared you “amazing and wonderful” (Psalm 139:14 NCV).

In the midst of the million little things that clutter up each day, don’t forget to stop once in a while to breathe… and to get lost in the wonder.
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Lord, it’s so easy to forget the wonder of Your might and majesty in the midst of the daily slog. Open my eyes to Your wonder all around me, especially in the ordinary things. Amen.

[image: Image]








JANUARY 10 [image: ] A Song in the Night



The Lord will send his faithful love by day; his song will be with me in the night—a prayer to the God of my life.

PSALM 42:8 CSB



God is faithful, sending His love to you every day. In the bright sunlight of the day, it’s easier to remember that you are not alone, that His love and presence are with you in whatever troubles come your way.

But in the darkness of night, when the shadows of worry and fear and doubt creep about you, stalking you like prey, it’s harder to see His light. This is when God sends you His song—to fill your mind with a sweet reminder that He is near. Whether it’s a joyful lullaby to softly carry you to sleep or a song of trust to still the storms so you can rest, listen… and let the words of His song become your prayer to the God who cradles your life in His hands.
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Lord, Your grace is in the song You give me in the shadows of the night. Teach me to hear the words and to lift them up to You in trusting praise. Amen.
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JANUARY 11 [image: ] Grace Is Busy



Be doers of the word, and not hearers only…

JAMES 1:22 NKJV



Grace is busy. It always has been.

It was Jesus’s grace that saved the adulterous woman when the Pharisees wanted to stone her—saving her life and her soul (John 8). It was His grace that lifted Peter up out of the waves (Matthew 14). It was His grace that had compassion and then moved to teach and touch, to love and heal.

Because grace doesn’t sit idly by while others suffer or struggle. It doesn’t stand around waiting for something to happen, to be pulled into action, or for someone else to do what needs to be done. Grace sees the need and steps in. That’s what Jesus did. It’s what His grace does for you, and it’s what you can do for Him.

Be His hands. Be His feet. Don’t sit idly by while others struggle. See the need, step in, and let God’s grace be busy through you.


[image: Image]

Lord, show me how I can step in and help someone today. Let me never forget to give back the grace that I’ve been given. Amen.
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JANUARY 12 [image: ] Grace Is Rest



“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”

MATTHEW 11:28 NIV



Yes, grace is busy. But, in one of those beautiful impossibilities of God, grace is also rest.

When grace is busy, weariness can seep in. Ingratitude from those you serve, to-do lists that are just too long, the exhaustion of giving to others all day long—all these take their toll.

Take time to rest a little each day in the arms of your Savior. Let yourself accept the grace that He lavishes upon you.

Go to Him. Lay your worries, your doubts and fears, and those far-too-heavy burdens at His feet. Let Him to carry the load. Close your eyes and rest your head upon His heart. Remember who He is and who you are in Him. Remember why you do all that you do. Let Him heal your heart and steel you with His strength… so that grace can be busy again.
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Lord, there is so much I need to do today, so much I want to do, but help me never to get too busy to rest in You. Amen.
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JANUARY 13 [image: ] Ask God



Send out your light and your truth; let them guide me. Let them lead me to your holy mountain, to the place where you live.

PSALM 43:3 NLT



We have so many different decisions to make. Some are small—what to eat, what to wear, how to spend your evening. Others can change the course of your life, or even your eternity. Which choice should you make? Which path should you take?

Ask God.

When you’re not sure what your decision should be—or even when you believe that you are—ask God to guide you. Ask God to light up the way you should go with the truth of His Word. God’s wisdom is yours for the asking, for He “gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you” (James 1:5 NIV). He won’t show you every detail of the journey, but He’ll show you the next step to take… and then the next… and the next.

Trust Him to guide you. Hold fast to His hand. And He’ll lead you all the way home with Him.


[image: Image]

Lord, I thank You for the gift of Your wisdom. Please shine Your light into my life today and guide me in the way You would have me go. Amen.
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JANUARY 14 [image: ] El Roi



She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.”

GENESIS 16:13 NIV



El Roi. God sees you.

God saw Hagar, the runaway servant girl of Abraham and Sarah, alone and frightened in the desert, and He helped her. He saw the widow at the Temple drop in her two tiny coins—all she had to give—and He praised her. He saw Mary weeping by the empty tomb, and He came to comfort her.

And God sees you. When you’re frightened and alone, when you’re giving everything you have to give and no one seems to care, when you’re feeling swallowed up by the sorrows of this world, God sees you. When no one else notices your tears, knows your hopes, or understands your dreams, God notices and knows and understands. You are never invisible to Him—not now, not ever. He is El Roi. And He sees you, today and always.
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Lord, sometimes I feel invisible, as if no one knows or cares or understands. But You do. Thank You for always seeing me, for always noticing, and knowing, and loving. Amen.
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JANUARY 15 [image: ] The Throne of Grace



Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

HEBREWS 4:16 NKJV



When we decide to follow Jesus, we are given an amazing gift: an audience with the King of kings. And this isn’t just a onetime gift; it’s an anytime, all-the-time gift. That means you can step right into the very throne room of God and speak to the Lord of All Creation, morning or noon, day or night, for as long as you like and as often as you like.

There’s no waiting in line. There’s no tiptoeing about. There’s no question of whether or not you will be seen. You can be bold when you come before God’s throne of grace. And what do you find there? Not some cold and distant ruler, but rather your loving Father who offers mercy for your sins and mistakes and helps in your time of need. Bow your head in prayer; step before His throne.
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God, You are the Lord of lords and King of kings. There is none more powerful than You. And yet You are always ready to listen, to lead, and to help me. Thank You for hearing my prayers. Amen.
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JANUARY 16 [image: ] God Calls You by Name



“Do not be afraid… I have called you by name; you are mine.”

ISAIAH 43:1 NLT



God is infinite. He is “the Alpha and the Omega,” both beginning and end (Revelation 1:8 NIV). His power is unimaginable—He set the sun and moon in their places in the heavens (Genesis 1:16–17). And His knowledge is all-encompassing: “He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name” (Psalm 147:4 NIV).

And this same God knows your name. In this world, you will face many troubling things, but you don’t ever have to be afraid. Because the Lord and Creator of this vast universe is also the Lord and Creator of you. He knows you, and He calls you by your name. And then He declares for all of creation, all of eternity to hear: “You are Mine!” We have nothing to be afraid of.


[image: Image]

Lord, when I look up at the night sky and see all those stars, it’s hard to believe that the One Who created those also knows me. But I do believe. You call me by name, and I praise You. Amen.
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JANUARY 17 [image: ] Pure Light



This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all.

1 JOHN 1:5 NLT



There is a darkness in this world that has nothing to do with a lack of sunlight, firelight, or lamplight. Sometimes it’s so thick it seems as though you can almost reach out your hand and touch the inky blackness. Other times, the light seems brilliant and bright, but it is still touched by shadows. In this fallen world, and even in each of us, there is always a touch of darkness.

But there is no darkness in God. Not one shadow, not one smudge of gray. He is pure truth, pure love, and pure light. And the closer you draw to Him, the more the darkness shrinks away. “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you,” says James 4:8 (NKJV). “Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”

Step into the light of God’s grace and linger there today.
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Holy Father, please forgive me for the darkness inside of me, and help me to face the darkness in the world with You beside me. Cleanse me, Lord, with the pure light of Your grace. Amen.
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JANUARY 18 [image: ] God at Work



God was kind! He made me what I am, and his wonderful kindness wasn’t wasted. I worked much harder than any of the other apostles, although it was really God’s kindness at work and not me.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:10 CEV



Although Paul wrote the words of this verse thousands of years ago, they could just as easily be written by us today. The apostle Paul worked hard to be the best follower of Christ that he could be. Perhaps that was because he knew how much he had been forgiven. But Paul also knew that no matter how hard he worked, any goodness within him was not of his own doing. It was because God was working in him.

As children of God, everything we are—everything we do and have, every drop of goodness within us—is a result of God working in us. Because He created us in His own image and gifted us with our every talent, every ability, and every opportunity. Yes, we work hard, but it is the kindness of God at work within us that makes us who we are.
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Lord God, I know that everything good within me, every good thing I am able to do, is because of You working in my life. Work in me this day, Lord, and make me more like You. Amen.
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JANUARY 19 [image: ] Waiting on God



I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.

PSALM 40:1–2 NIV



No one likes to wait, especially if you happen to be waiting on a rescue. Sometimes, though, that’s exactly what God asks you to do. And not just wait, but wait patiently, which implies that you just might be waiting for a while.

But waiting on God isn’t like waiting in a checkout line that may close, waiting on a call that may never come, or waiting on a flight that may be delayed or even canceled. Waiting on God comes with a promise: He will answer. He will rescue you out of that slimy pit, wash away the mud and mire, and give you a firm place to stand. So don’t be frightened by the wait. God’s rescue will come in His own perfect time, in His own perfect way.
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Lord, waiting is so hard. Please help my heart to trust You and Your ways as I wait for Your rescue. Amen.
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JANUARY 20 [image: ] A New Song to Sing



He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and fear the LORD and put their trust in him.

PSALM 40:3 NIV



God hears our cries for help. That truth alone is wonderful, because to simply be heard in this world of noise is a powerful thing. But God doesn’t just listen. He rescues. He reaches down from the heights of heaven to lift us out of the depths of our troubles and sorrows (Psalm 40:2).

And that would be enough, wouldn’t it? To be heard and to be rescued. But God doesn’t stop there. He also gives us a reason to sing. He fills our minds, our hearts, our souls, and our lives with the beauty of His truth, shaping it into words that spill out in the praises of song. And as we sing, others will learn to see and trust the God Who hears and rescues and brings us joy.
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Lord, fill my mind and my mouth with songs of praise this day for all the wonders You have done in my life. Amen.

[image: Image]








JANUARY 21 [image: ] The Lord Listens



I love the LORD because he hears my voice and my prayer for mercy. Because he bends down to listen, I will pray as long as I have breath!

PSALM 116:1–2 NLT



Have you ever considered all the sounds that God must have to listen to? The sounds of His creation, the songs of the angels, the prayers of all His people. How could He possibly hear you… just you?

Yet that’s exactly what He does. When you pray to the Lord in heaven, He hears your voice. He hears every word you say—shouted, whispered, or silently pleaded from your heart. And more than that, He “bends down to listen.” Imagine… it’s as if the God of all creation hears that first word of your prayer and says, “Shhh! My child is speaking.” Then He cups a hand around His ear and bends down low… because He doesn’t want to miss one single, precious word.

What will you say to Him today?
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As long as I have breath, I will pray to You, Lord. Because You bend down to listen, even to me. Amen.
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JANUARY 22 [image: ] Delight in the Details



The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives.

PSALM 37:23 NLT



Do you know anyone who delights in every aspect of your life, even the most hidden parts? In even the closest relationships, people are seldom interested in knowing every detail. But God is. Your joy over that small success, those hurt feelings you’re trying so hard to hide, that dream you haven’t dared to share with a single soul—God knows them all and delights in them all.

Because God knows all the details—all your hopes and dreams, all your fears and worries, all your joys and heartaches—because He knows the deepest and truest needs of your heart, God knows the path you should follow to bring you home to Him. And He lovingly directs your steps, delighting in your presence all along the way.
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Please guide me, Lord, through every step of this life so that I may always be a delight to You. Amen.
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JANUARY 23 [image: ] Help the Ones You Love



A funeral procession was coming out as [Jesus] approached the village gate. The young man who had died was a widow’s only son…

LUKE 7:12 NLT



As Jesus approached the gate of the village of Nain, He was met by a funeral procession. A woman—a widow—had lost her only son. While the loss of her son was, in itself, a heartbreaking tragedy, his death practically guaranteed her poverty and a future of desperation. When Jesus saw her sorrow, His own heart was filled with compassion for this hurting one whom He loved. “Don’t cry,” He comforted her.

And then He stepped over to the coffin, touched it to stop the procession, and commanded the young man to get up… and he did! Jesus gave the mother back her son.

Jesus taught many lessons—important and eternal lessons—in the synagogues, in the homes of His followers, on the plain, and on the mount. But one of His greatest lessons was this: Help the ones you love.
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Lord, open my heart to the sorrow around me and show me something I can do today to help those whom I love. Amen.

[image: Image]








JANUARY 24 [image: ] The Goodness of God



The LORD passed in front of Moses, calling out, “Yahweh! The LORD! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness.”

EXODUS 34:6 NLT



Grace is the goodness of God at work in our lives. And, let’s be honest, it’s a work He didn’t have to do. After all, He gave us our very lives. He gave us this world to live in. He gave us laws to follow. And when we broke them—when we continue to break them—God could have washed His hands of us. But He didn’t. He doesn’t. And, best of all, He won’t.

God chooses to continually pour out His goodness upon us, His children, and upon those He wants to call His children. He is “merciful and gracious” and inexplicably patient with us. His goodness knows no boundaries—nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39 NIV). That’s grace. That’s Who God is. And that’s what He does in our lives.
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Lord, I place so many limits on my own mercy and patience with others that it’s hard to believe You can be so patient with me. Open my eyes to see Your grace at work in my life today. Amen.

[image: Image]








JANUARY 25 [image: ] Thunder from Heaven



The LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High resounded amid the hail and burning coals. He shot his arrows and scattered his enemies…

PSALM 18:13–14 NLT



Who holds your faith? Stop for a moment and really think about that question. Is your faith in the power of the enemy to wreck and ruin? Or is your faith in the power of God to overcome and utterly defeat the enemy?

Because, yes, the devil is powerful. He’s on the prowl “like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8 NIV). But when you choose to put your faith in God, to trust and obey and follow Him, then the full power and might and majesty of God Himself comes thundering down from heaven to defend you. Yes, you will have troubles in this world. Yes, the enemy will tempt and trick and try to trap. But always remember this: “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4 NKJV), and His victory is already won, through Christ.
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Holy Father, when the enemy attacks and when my faith wavers, remind me of who You are and the victory You have already won for me. Amen.
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JANUARY 26 [image: ] Just as You Are



A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.… Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

LUKE 7:37–38, 50 NIV



She knew who she was, and she knew—far better than anyone—the things she had done. And when she stepped inside that Pharisee’s house, she knew that they knew too. But this woman had come to see her Savior, and not even their scorn could keep her away. Falling at His feet, her tears told Jesus all He needed to know about her heart.

She had come to give Jesus a gift, but He gave her a far greater one. Because grace doesn’t demand that you be perfect before falling at the feet of the Savior. Grace welcomes you just as you are and then begins perfecting your heart. It tells us that “he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion…” (Philippians 1:6 NIV). All you have to do is come… and fall at His feet.
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Holy Lord Jesus, I come now and fall at Your feet. Please wash away my sins and cover me with Your grace. Amen.
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JANUARY 27 [image: ] God Knows… and Remembers



You keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your bottle. You have recorded each one in your book.

PSALM 56:8 NLT



When people ask, you smile and say, “I’m fine.” You don’t drop the mask or let them see what’s really going on. You don’t tell them about the hurts, the worries, the fears. You don’t let them see your tears. And because you don’t tell and because you don’t let anyone see, you start to think no one knows. But God knows.

Every wandering of fear and doubt and worry. God tracks them all. He keeps a record, he stores them away… and God remembers when you have been frightened or hurt. And what does God do? He hurts with you (Isaiah 63:9). He weeps with you (John 11:35). And then He comes to comfort, strengthen, and rescue you (Psalm 145:19).

So the next time you find yourself saying “I’m fine” when you’re anything but, remember that God sees and knows—and He’s coming to comfort you.
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Lord God, thank You for seeing my tears, for knowing my sorrows. Help me remember that I never have to try to hide my true feelings, fears, and hurts from You—the One Who can truly heal me. Amen.

[image: Image]








JANUARY 28 [image: ] Taming the Lion



“Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.”

1 PETER 5:8 NLT



You have an enemy—and it’s not that grouchy neighbor across the street or that gossip in the corner cubicle. This enemy is far more powerful. He likes to trip you up by piling up frustrations that tempt you to lose your temper. He likes to toss obstacles in your path to make you stumble and say that word, do that thing you know you shouldn’t do. And he likes to lie—one of his favorite tricks—to make you think you’re somehow beyond the reach of God’s love and grace.

Stay alert! Watch out and be ever on your guard. But don’t be afraid or worried. Because here’s the good news (and Daniel can vouch for Him): God’s great at taming lions. In fact, He’s just waiting to toss this one back into his cage.
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Lord, I know the devil is just waiting for a chance to trip me up today. Help me to keep my eyes open to his lies and tricks.… I trust You to put that lion back in his cage.
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JANUARY 29 [image: ] What If… ?



“My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”

EXODUS 33:14 NIV



It’s been a long, hard day… or week, or month, or season of life. And you are so very tired. Shoulders aching with the burden, struggling to keep putting one foot in front of the other. But there’s so much more to do, so you force yourself to push through the weariness. No time for God, no time for prayer, and certainly no time for you. You have to get it together, keep it together, and keep going. But what if you didn’t?

What if you said no? That thing can wait, but God can’t. What if you stepped out of the rat race and stepped into the presence of God, handed over all those burdens, closed your eyes, and let Him give you rest. Because that’s just what Christ promises to do when we come to Him (Matthew 11:28). And then, when you’re ready to step back into the world, He will be right by your side, every step of the way.
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Lord, when I am exhausted and overwhelmed, remind me that it’s okay to step away and seek rest in You. Amen.
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JANUARY 30 [image: ] The Good News



“When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you.”

ISAIAH 43:2 NLT



In a world that is so full of bad news, aren’t you ready for something good? You’ll find it in the most unlikely of places: right in the middle of the bad.

Jesus promised us that “in this world you will have trouble” (John 16:33 NIV). And although this promise doesn’t usually make our list of favorites, there will be deep waters of sorrow, rivers of difficulty, and fires of oppression—along with the million and one other frustrations and exasperations of living life in a world filled with sin.

But here’s the good news, the best news: God is here, even within this pain. His strength keeps us afloat and doesn’t allow us to drown in the difficulties. Yes, there is always trouble. “But take heart!” Jesus says. “I have overcome the world” (John 16:33 NIV).
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Lord, when I struggle today with the bad news, remind me of the good news: that You are with me—and Your goodness is mightier than the badness. Amen.
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JANUARY 31 [image: ] Never Forgotten



“See, I have written your name on the palms of my hands.”

ISAIAH 49:16 NLT



Your coworker forgot to mention your contribution to the project. Your best friend forgot your birthday. Even your mom forgot your lunch date. It happens—days when we feel completely overlooked.

But there is One Who finds it impossible to forget you: God. “Can a mother forget her nursing child?” He asks. “Can she feel no love for the child she has borne? But even if that were possible, I would not forget you!” (Isaiah 49:15 NLT). You see, the One who knows the name of each and every star (Psalm 147:4) knows your name. And more than that, He has written it on the palms of His hands, in eternal ink.

So close your eyes for a moment and savor this truth: When God looks down at His hands—those same hands that scattered the stars—He sees your name, and He remembers how much He loves you.
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Lord, I am in awe of what You have done and what You have created. But when I remember You have written my name on Your hands, I am even more amazed. Thank You for remembering me always. Amen.
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FEBRUARY 1 [image: ] You’ve Got a Friend



“I no longer call you servants, because servants don’t know what their master is doing. But now I call you friends, because I have told you everything that my Father told me.”

JOHN 15:15 ERV



Whether you’re alone in a new city or alone in a crowd, whether you’ve lost someone you love or have just never figured out how to fit in, life can be lonely when you don’t have a friend.

That’s when it’s time to remember this beautiful truth: You are never truly without a friend. And not just a friend but the Friend. Jesus knows everything about you and still wants to be with you. And because He knows everything about you, He is able to comfort you, guide you, and love you perfectly.

Jesus chooses you to be His friend. But just like the notes we once passed in elementary school, you also get to choose to be His. Will you check Yes or No?


[image: Image]

Lord Jesus, I praise You for the overwhelming gift of Your friendship. And, yes, I choose You—today and every day—to be my Friend. Amen.
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FEBRUARY 2 [image: ] When You’re a Friend of Jesus



“You are my friends, if you obey me.”

JOHN 15:14 CEV



Jesus has chosen you to be His friend, and you have chosen Him in return. But what does a friendship with Jesus look like when you rise up in the morning, when you step out into the day, and when you lay your head down to sleep at night?

The answer is obedience. It’s not the most popular word in the dictionary these days, but it’s the foundation of your friendship with Christ. When you’re a friend of Jesus’s, you don’t obey Him mindlessly or thoughtlessly. Rather, you obey Him because He tells you why you should: because He wants you to live forever with Him. So be fair to others, be just, kind, and humble (Micah 6:8), and love Him “with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30 NIV). That’s what friends of Jesus do.
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Lord, teach me as I walk through this day what it means to be Your friend. And lead me to others that I can introduce to You. Amen.
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FEBRUARY 3 [image: ] Enough Light to See



“No one lights a lamp and then covers it with a bowl or hides it under a bed. Instead, they put the lamp on a lampstand so that the people who come in will have enough light to see.”

LUKE 8:16 ERV



How much light is enough light to see? A verse read, a prayer shared, a meal delivered—all of these things shine a spark of God’s light. The spark from a single match can pour light into a darkened room.

But why limit yourself? Why be a spark when you can be a flame? And why be a flame when you can be a raging fire? Consider the gifts, the talents, and the blessings God has given you. They’re yours for a reason—to use for His kingdom.

How can you use what you’ve been given to shine the light of God into the darkness of this world today? Do some thinking, get creative, make a list. And then shine your light bright enough for others to see the way to God and His amazing grace.
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Lord, please show me how I can use the gifts You’ve given me to shine a light so bright others can’t help but see You. Amen.
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FEBRUARY 4 [image: ] The Freedom of Grace



Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace.

ROMANS 6:14 NLT



In the Torah—the first five books of the Old Testament—God gives the people of Israel more than six hundred different laws. There are some who claim that sin was the result of too many different laws to keep track of.

But the real reason for the sin in our lives isn’t the number of laws we’re given to obey. After all, Jesus wrapped them all up in just two commandments: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind’ ” is the first, “and the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’ ” (Matthew 22:37, 39 NIV).

We sin because we would rather do what we want than what God wants. Amazingly, God knows our stubborn hearts, and yet He still wants us with Him. And that’s why He sent Jesus: to offer us stubborn slaves to sin the freedom of His grace.
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Dear Lord, forgive my stubbornness and my selfishness. In everything I do and say today, help me to strive to please You and not just me. Amen.

[image: Image]
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