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            Praise for


            Dancing

                Home


            by Alma Flor Ada and Gabriel M. Zubizarreta


            “An enjoyable offering (and a great read-aloud)
that will

                capture readers’ attention.”


            —School Library Journal


            “An absorbing novel for reads of any background….


            The authors… handle the narrative with tenderness and

                charm.”


            —The New York Times Book Review


            Praise for


            My Name Is María

                        Isabel


            by Alma Flor Ada


            “Cuban author Ada captures the authentic flavor of Latino

                culture in this warm, yet never sentimental, story….


            María Isabel’s struggles will ring true to many

                children.”


            —Kirkus Reviews


            “An affirming study of heritage and how it is

                integrally bound up in an individual’s sense of self.”


            —School Library Journal


            “Simply told, this story combines the struggle of a Puerto

                Rican family’s efforts to improve their life with a shared sense of pride

                in their heritage…. This contemporary tale serves as a good reminder

                that no two names are really alike.”


            —Publishers Weekly


        


    

        

            AMALIA’s best friend, Martha, is moving

                away, and Amalia is feeling sad and angry. And yet, even when life seems unfair, the

                loving, wise words of Amalia’s abuelita have a way

                of making everything a little bit brighter. Amalia finds great comfort in times

                shared with her grandmother: cooking, listening to stories and music, learning, and

                looking through her treasured box of family cards.


            But when another loss racks Amalia’s life, nothing makes

                sense anymore. In her sorrow, will Amalia realize just how special she is, even when

                the ones she loves are no longer near?


        


    

        

            ALMA FLOR ADA, an authority on multicultural and bilingual

                education, is the recipient of the 2012 Virginia Hamilton Literary Award. She is the

                author of numerous award-winning books for young readers, including Dancing Home with Gabriel M. Zubizarreta, My Name Is María Isabel, Under the Royal

                    Palms (Pura Belpré Award), Where the Flame Trees

                    Bloom, and The Gold Coin (Christopher Award

                Medal). She lives in California, and you can visit her at almaflorada.com.


            GABRIEL M. ZUBIZARRETA writes from his experiences raising his three

                daughters, and he hopes his books will encourage young people to author their own

                destinies. He coauthored Dancing Home with Alma Flor Ada.

                Gabriel lives in northern California with his family, and you can visit him at gabrielmzubizarreta.com.


            Jacket design by Lauren Rille


            Jacket illustration copyright © 2012 by Edel Rodriguez
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            Meet the authors,
watch videos, and get

                    extras at


            KIDS.SimonandSchuster.com
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        To the memory of Felicitas Gabaldoni de Zubizarreta, who

            loved her grandchildren so dearly. To Alma Lafuente de Ada, grandmother of my children

            and great-grandmother of my grandchildren, and to the memory of Mireya Lafuente, who

            although never a mother herself in the usual way, was mother, grandmother, and

            great-grandmother to a whole family. To Sherrill Brooks, Dolores Pudelski, Irene Davis,

            and Benicia Zamperlini in the love for our shared grandchildren.


        —A. F. A.


        Any life can be changed by someone else’s caring, especially when it

            is given purely by choice with nothing expected in return. With gratitude and

            recognition to the two gentlemen who reached down and so wonderfully changed me with

            their caring over a long period of time. I am blessed to have had you in my life and

            could never repay even a fraction of your generosity and caring. Roger Guido and Chuck

            Robel, thank you from myself and the many others I have known whom you have also

            selflessly helped. I will strive for the bar the example set.


        —G. M. Z.
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Mientras haya


quien entienda la hoja seca,


falsa elegía, preludio


distante a la primavera.


 


As long as


someone understands the dry leaf,


a false elegy, a prelude


to a distant spring.


 


—Pedro Salinas, Confianza
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        What is it, Amalia? Is something bothering

            you?” Amalia’s grandmother removed the boiling honey from the stovetop to

            let it cool. Then she wiped her forehead with a tissue and looked at her granddaughter.

            The light from the setting sun entered the small window over the sink with a soft glow.

            The geraniums on the windowsill added a subtle hint of pink. “You are too quiet,

                hijita. Tell me what’s bothering you,” her

            grandmother insisted. “It is obvious that something is wrong.”


        “It’s okay, Abuelita, de verdad.

            I’m fine.”


        Amalia tried to sound convincing, but her grandmother continued, “Is

            it because Martha did not come with you today? Is she all right?”


        Going to her grandmother’s home on Friday afternoon was something

            Amalia had been doing since she was little. For the last two years, since they started

            fourth grade, her friend Martha accompanied her most Fridays. Every

            week Amalia looked forward to the time she spent at her grandmother’s house. But

            today was different.


        Amalia paused before answering, “She is not coming back anymore,

            Abuelita. ¡Nunca más!” Despite Amalia’s

            efforts to control her feelings, her voice cracked and her brown eyes watered.


        “¿Qué pasa, hijita? What’s

            going on?” Amalia’s grandmother asked softly, gently hugging her and waiting

            for an explanation.


        Amalia shook her head, as she frequently did when she was upset, and her

            long black hair swept her shoulders. “Martha is going away. Her family is moving

            west, to some weird place in California. So far away from Chicago! Today she had to go

            straight home to start packing. It’s not fair.”


        “That must be difficult.” Her grandmother’s voice was

            filled with understanding, and Amalia let out a great sigh.


        For a while there was silence. The sunlight faded in the kitchen, and as

            the boiled honey cooled into a dark, thick mass, its sweet aroma filled the air.


        “Shall we knead the melcocha, then?”

            Amalia’s grandmother asked as she lifted the old brass pot onto

            the kitchen table and poured the sticky melcocha into a bowl.

            The thick white porcelain bowl, with a few chips that spoke of its long use, had a wide

            yellow rim. Once, the bowl had made Amalia think that it looked like a small sun on the

            kitchen table. Today she was too upset to see anything but the heavy bowl.
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