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“Fantasy is a necessary ingredient in living. It’s a way of looking at life through the wrong end of a telescope…and that enables you to laugh at all of life’s realities.”


—Dr. Seuss
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OOPS!


“Your food stamps will be stopped effective March, 1992, because we received notice that you passed away. May God bless you. You may reapply if there is a change in your circumstances.”


—A letter sent out by the South Carolina Dept. of Social Services





INTRODUCTION



Greetings from the Bathroom Readers’ Institute in Ashland, Oregon.


About a year ago, while putting together quote pages for our 16th annual edition of the Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader, we realized that making quote pages is a lot of fun! So we got an idea (“Ideas won’t keep; something must be done about them.” –Alfred North Whitehead): why not make an entire book of quotations, Bathroom Reader style.


So we immediately began working on it—using the same approach that has made our Bathroom Reader series so successful: Include a wide range of topics, tidbits of obscure trivia, and a healthy dose of humor. (“Humor is a reminder that no matter how high the throne one sits on, one sits on one’s bottom.” –Taki) And we must admit, we’re pleased with what we’ve created. (“Creativity is the central source of meaning in our lives.” –Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi)


Result: Uncle John’s Colossal Collection of Quotable Quotes


This is like no other book of quotations ever produced. You’ll find deep thoughts (“It takes a big man to cry, but it takes a bigger man to laugh at that man.” –Jack Handy), celebrity secrets (“The embarrassing thing is that the salad dressing is outgrossing my films.” –Paul Newman), goofs (“I go to lots of overseas places, like Canada.” –Britney Spears), wisdom (“With the new day comes new strength and new thoughts.” –Eleanor Roosevelt), political quips, insults, free advice, and much, much more.


We collected more than 4,000 quotations from 1,600 speakers and writers. Some of them are household names, and some of them are obscure (like Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi). But they all had something important to say—something that we wanted to share with you. So happy reading…


And as always, Go with the Flow!


—Uncle John, the BRI Staff, and Porter the Wonder Dog


Confucius say: “Go to www.bathroomreader.com and become enlightened.”




 



TOILET TALK



We begin this quote book where else but…in the bathroom.


“Education is so important when it comes to domesticity. I don’t know why no one ever thought to paste a label on the toilet tissue spindle giving 1-2-3 directions for replacing the tissue on it. Then everyone in the house would know what Mama knows.”


—Erma Bombeck


To Robert Mitchum: “You’re like a pay toilet, aren’t you? You don’t give a sh*t for nothing.”


—Howard Hughes


“I am sitting in the smallest room of my house. I have your review before me. Soon it will be behind me.”


—Max Reger, German composer, in a letter to a music critic


“Men are never so serious, thoughtful, and intent, as when they are at stool.”


—Jonathan Swift


“I grew up with six brothers. That’s how I learned to dance—waiting for the bathroom.”


—Bob Hope


“I found out why cats drink out of the toilet. My mother told me it’s because it’s cold in there. And I’m like: ‘How did my mother know that?’ ”


—Wendy Liebman


“How about the guys that stand there grabbing the urinal for balance? I watch in amazement. They come up and say, ‘I’m a big fan, can I shake your hand?’ And I’m a bad guy for saying, ‘Excuse me!’ They were just holding the big wonger, and they want to shake your hand.”


—Donald Trump


“Posterity will ne’er survey A nobler grave than this: Here lies the bones of Castlereagh Stop, traveler, and piss.”


—Epitaph of Viscount Castlereagh (1769–1822)


“I don’t know if I want a fuzzy cover on my toilet seat, but I want to meet whoever invented them. Who lifted a toilet seat and thought, ‘That needs a hat?’”


—Rita Rudner


“Don’t set your wit against a child.”—Jonathan Swift




 



QUOTES ON QUOTES



“This is a page of quotes about quotes.” —Uncle John


“It is better to be quotable than honest.”


—Tom Stoppard


“What’s the use of a good quotation if you can’t change it?”


—Dr. Who


“I never know how much of what I say is true.”


—Bette Midler


“The point of quotations is that one can use another’s words to be insulting.”


—Amanda Cross


“When I’m talking to people I like to stop and quote myself. My quotes have a way of spicing up conversation.”


—Brendan Behan


“I don’t want to be quoted, and don’t quote that I don’t want to be quoted.”


—Winston Burdett


“One original thought is worth a thousand mindless quotings.”


—Diogenes


“I hate quotations. Tell me what you know.”


—Ralph Waldo Emerson


“The trouble with words is that you never know whose mouths they’ve been in.”


—Dennis Potter


“Nothing that can be said is so absurd that some philosopher has not already said it.”


—Cicero


“Famous remarks are seldom quoted correctly.”


—Simeon Strunsky


“Most people are other people. Their thoughts are someone else’s opinions, their lives a mimicry, their passions a quotation.”


—Oscar Wilde


“An aphorism is never exactly true. It is either a half-truth or a truth-and-a-half.”


—Karl Kraus


“The surest way to make a monkey of a man is to quote him.”


—Robert Benchley


“Children seldom misquote you. In fact, they usually repeat word for word what you shouldn’t have said.”


—Unknown


“Without tenderness, a man is uninteresting.” —Marlene Dietrich


“It is a good thing for an uneducated man to read books of quotations.”


—Winston Churchill


“A fine quotation is a diamond on the finger of a witty person, but a pebble in the hands of a fool.”


—Colette


“The ability to quote is a serviceable substitute for wit.”


—W. Somerset Maugham


“I often quote myself. It adds spice to my conversation.”


—George Bernard Shaw


“Hanging is too good for a man who makes puns; he should be drawn and quoted.”


—Fred Allen


“Quote me as saying I was mis-quoted.”


—Groucho Marx
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CELEBRITY WORKOUT ADVICE


“There’s something sexy about a gut. Not a 400-pound beer gut, but a little paunch. I love that.”


—Sandra Bullock


“The only reason I would take up jogging again is that I could hear heavy breathing again.”


—Erma Bombeck


“If my hangover isn’t too bad I do sit ups.”


—Hugh Grant


“The only exercise I take is walking behind the coffins of friends who took exercise.”


—Peter O’Toole


“When your arms are bigger than your head, something is wrong.”


—Steve Reeves, movie muscleman


“Passing the vodka bottle. And playing the guitar.”


—Keith Richards, on what he does to stay fit


“Change is not merely necessary to life—it is life.”—Alvin Toffler




 



TWO KINDS OF PEOPLE…



There are two types of people in the world: people who read in the bathroom, and…make that one type.


“There are two types of people in this world, good and bad. The good sleep better, but the bad seem to enjoy the waking hours much more.”


—Woody Allen


“There are two types of people: Those who come into a room and say, ‘Well, here I am!’ and those who say, ‘Ah, there you are.’ ”


—Frederick L. Collins


“But in truth there are only three types of people in the world: people who work, people who are not allowed to, and people who don’t have to.”


—Elvis Costello


“There are two types of people: those who divide people into two types, and those who don’t.”


—Anonymous


“Mankind is divisible into two great classes: hosts and guests.”


—Max Beerbohm


“There are two types of people: those who are forgetful…”


—Anonymous


“There are only two kinds of people who are really fascinating—people who know absolutely everything, and people who know absolutely nothing.”


—Oscar Wilde


“Artillerymen believe the world consists of two types of people: other Artillerymen and targets.”


—military saying


“There are two kinds of people: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to whom God says, ‘All right, then, have it your way.’ ”


—C. S. Lewis


“There are two kinds of women: those who want power in the world, and those who want power in bed.”


—Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis


“Half the world is composed of people who have something to say and can’t, and the other half who have nothing to say and keep on saying it.”


—Robert Frost


“We must believe in free will. We have no choice.” —Isaac Bashevis Singer





 


 


 


 


My grandfather once told me that there were two kinds of people: those who do the work and those who take the credit. He told me to try to be in the first group; there was much less competition.


—Indira Gandhi


 


 


“Politics is all a conspiracy.” —Jesse Ventura




 



BALD TO THE BONE



Don’t think of it as baldness—think of it as “follicle deficit disorder.”


“The truth is that balding African-American men look cool when they shave their heads, whereas balding white men look like giant thumbs.”


—Dave Barry


“The most delightful advantage to being bald—one can hear snowflakes.”


—R. G. Daniels


“Balding is God’s way of showing you are only human.…


He takes the hair off your head and puts it in your ears.”


—Bruce Willis


“Being baldplate is an unfailing sex magnet.”


—Telly Savalas


“I’ve always wanted to be bald. I mean it, completely bald. Wouldn’t it be great to be bald in the rain?”


—Harrison Ford


“Grass doesn’t grow on a busy street.”


—William Hague


“The tenderest spot in a man’s makeup is sometimes the bald spot on top of his head.”


—Helen Rowland


“I am not the archetypal leading man. This is mainly for one reason: as you may have noticed, I have no hair.”


—Patrick Stewart


“People get real comfortable with their features. Nobody gets comfortable with their hair. Hair trauma. It’s the universal thing.”


—Jamie Lee Curtis


“There’s one thing about baldness, it’s neat.”


—Don Herold


“I don’t consider myself bald, I’m just taller than my hair.”


—Lucius Annaeus Seneca


“A man can be short and dumpy and getting bald—but if he has fire, women will like him.”


—Mae West


“Better a bald head than no head at all.”


—Seamus MacManus


“Baldness may indicate masculinity, but it diminishes one’s opportunity to find out.”


—Cecil Hardwicke


“Just keep laughing.” —Bozo the Clown




 



STEVEN WRIGHT



He speaks in a slow monotone but he’s anything but slow or monotonous. In fact, he’s one of the funniest comics in the business


“I planted some birdseed. A bird came up. Now I don’t know what to feed it.”


“I saw this guy hitchhiking with a sign that said ‘Heaven.’ So I hit him.”


“I used to be a narrator for bad mimes.”


“I bought a dog the other day…I named him Stay. It’s fun to call him…‘Come here, Stay! Come here, Stay!’ He went insane.”


“Ever notice how it’s a penny for your thoughts, yet you put in your two cents? Someone is making a penny on the deal!”


“My apartment was robbed and everything was replaced with exact replicas…I told my roommate and he said, ‘Do I know you?’”


“Once I tried to kill myself with a bungee cord. I kept almost dying.”


“Curiosity killed the cat, but for a while I was a suspect.”


“You know when you put a stick in water and it looks bent? That’s why I never take baths.”


“I bought some batteries, but they weren’t included.”


“I used to work in a fire hydrant factory. You couldn’t park anywhere near the place.”


“It’s a small world…but I wouldn’t want to paint it.”


“Last night I stayed up late playing poker with Tarot cards. I got a full house and four people died.”


“One time I went to a drive-in in a taxi cab. The movie cost me $95.”


“My grandfather invented Cliff’s Notes. It all started back in 1912. Well, to make a long story short…”


“I had a friend who was a clown. When he died, all his friends went to the funeral in one car.”


“Show me a thoroughly satisfied man and I will show you a failure.” —Thomas Edison




 



ROCK ‘N’ ROLL: A PASSING FAD



Here are a few “expert” predictions about rock ‘n’ roll.


“Maybe next year it will be Hawaiian music.”


—Jerry Marshall, New York DJ (1955)


“I never knew a guitar player worth a damn.”


—Vernon Presley, to his son Elvis (1954)


“I tell you, rock ‘n’ roll can’t last.”


—Jackie Gleason (1956)


“[Rock ‘n’ roll] is sung and written, for the most part, by cretinous goons; and by means of its almost imbecile reiterations and sly, lewd—in plain fact, dirty—lyrics, it manages to be the martial music of every sideburned delinquent on the face of the earth. This rancid-smelling aphrodisiac I deplore.”


—Frank Sinatra (1957)


“The Beatles are a passing phase. They are the symptoms of the uncertainties of the times. I hope, when they get older, they’ll get a haircut.”


—Billy Graham (1964)


“It will be gone by June.”


—Variety (1955)


Real newspaper headline: “Bland Music Competition Scheduled”




 



OFF THEIR ROCKERS?



Some rock stars have brilliant minds… and others have rocks in their heads.


“I think I’m a fairly loyal person. Although there’s probably a few girlfriends who would disagree with me.”


—Rod Stewart


“I’m still equally as pissed off about the things that made me pissed off a few years ago. It’s people doing evil things to other people for no reason. And I just want to beat the shit out of them. That’s the bottom line. And all I can do is scream into a microphone instead.”


—Kurt Cobain


“I smash guitars because I like them.”


—Pete Townshend


“I don’t know what real childbirth is like, but writing songs seems as close as I’m going to come.”


—Billy Joel


“It’s amazing to go to sports arenas and hear people sing ‘We Will Rock You.’ It’s very gratifying to find that it has become part of folklore. I’ll die happy because of that.”


—Brian May, Queen


“I say no to drugs, but they don’t listen.”


—Marilyn Manson


“When you play from your heart, all of a sudden there’s no gravity. You don’t feel the weight of the world, of bills, of anything. That’s why people love it. Your so-called insurmountable problems disappear, and instead of problems you get possibilities.”


—Carlos Santana


“I’m the type of guy who’d sell you a rat’s asshole for a wedding ring.”


—Tom Waits


“Of course I’ve been in bed with several women at once. I’m a rock star, after all.”


—Sting


“What am I here for? What is my purpose in life? This is horrible. I’m the butt end of every joke.”


—Vanilla Ice


“All I ever wanted to do was sin and make a lot of money.”


—Mick Jagger


“Is it boasting to say that I don’t need Viagra?” —Larry King




 



LOVE…AND MARRIAGE



Words of wisdom from people who know the true meaning of “wedded bliss.”


“The best way to remember your wife’s birthday is to forget it once.”


—E. Joseph Cossman


“You may marry the man of your dreams, ladies, but 14 years later you’re married to a couch that burps.”


—Roseanne


“Getting married is very special. I only want to do it once. Getting married is like—it’s like meeting Elvis.”


—Tanya Tucker


“The biggest cause of divorce is marriage.”


—Travis Tritt


“I got married when Christ died. Wasn’t he 33 when he died? We both died.”


—James Woods


“I think a man can have two, maybe three affairs, while he is married. But three is the absolute maximum. After that, you’re cheating.”


—Yves Montand


“I think marriage is a custom brought about by women who then proceed to live off men and destroy them, completely enveloping the man in a destructive cocoon or eating them away like a poisonous fungus.”


—Richard Harris


“Even hooligans marry, though they know that marriage is but for a little while. It is alimony that is forever.”


—Quentin Crisp


“A husband is what’s left over once the nerve has been extracted.”


—Helen Rowland


“A woman who takes her husband about with her everywhere is like a cat that goes on playing with a mouse long after she’s killed it.”


—Saki


“He marries best who puts it off until it is too late.”


—H. L. Mencken


“It’s time for the human race to enter the solar system.” —Dan Quayle




 



GA-GA FOR GANDHI



Mahatma Gandhi defeated the British in India through non-violence. Ironically, he died a violent death—murdered by an assassin’s gun. Here are a few of his words of wisdom.


“When I despair, I remember that all through history the ways of truth and love have always won. There have been tyrants, and murderers, and for a time, they can seem invincible, but in the end, they always fall. Think of it—always.”


“Civil disobedience becomes a sacred duty when the State becomes lawless or, which is the same thing, corrupt.”


“The golden rule of conduct…is mutual toleration, seeing that we will never all think alike and we shall see Truth in fragments and from different angles of vision. Conscience is not the same thing for all. Whilst, therefore, it is a good guide for individual conduct, imposition of that conduct upon all will be an insufferable interference with everybody’s freedom of conscience.”


“In matters of conscience, the law of the majority has no place.”


“Democracy is not a state in which people act like sheep.”


“Truth resides in every human heart, and one has to search for it there, and to be guided by truth as one sees it. But no one has a right to coerce others to act according to his own view of truth.”


“I think it would be a good idea.”


—when asked what he thought of Western civilization


“I am a slow walker, but I never walk back.” —Abraham Lincoln




 



IT’S LIKE…A SIMILE



A simile is a figure of speech in which two dissimilar elements are compared using the words “like” or “as.”


“Speeches are like steer horns—a point here, a point there, and a lot of bull in between.”


—Evelyn Anderson


“Old age is like flying a plane through a storm—once you’re aboard there is nothing you can do.”


—Golda Meir


“I often feel like the director of a cemetery—I have a lot of people under me, but nobody listens.”


—General John Gavin


“I feel about New York as a child who’s father is a bank robber—not perfect, but I still love him.”


—Woody Allen


“Cleaning your house while your children are still growing is like shoveling the walk before it stops snowing.”


—Phyllis Diller


“Ideas are like rabbits. You get a couple and learn how to handle them, and pretty soon you have a dozen.”


—John Steinbeck


“Love is like the measles. The older you get it, the worse the attack.”


—Mary Roberts Rinehart


“Marriage is like a violin. After the beautiful music is over, the strings are still attached.”


—Jacob Braude


“A woman is like a teabag—only in hot water do you realize how strong she is.”


—Nancy Reagan


“Slumps are like soft beds—easy to get into and hard to get out of.”


—Johnny Bench


“Speeches are like babies—easy to conceive and hard to deliver.”


—Pat O’Malley


“Kids are like husbands—they’re fine as long as they’re someone else’s.”


—Marsha Warfield


“Being married to an entertainer is like dog years—for every year of marriage, it must feel like seven.”


—Garth Brooks


“The secret to humor is surprise.” —Aristotle




 



DUH!



The funny thing about stating the obvious is that it’s so…so…obvious.


“People who have the most birthdays live the longest.”


—Jean Bucher


“We hate critics.…They criticize.”


—Milli Vanilli


“If you have intercourse, you run the risk of dying and the ramifications of death are final.”


—Cyndi Lauper


“I owe a lot to my parents, especially my mother and father.”


—Greg Norman


“I know that if you leave dishes in the sink, they get sticky and hard to wash the next day.”


—Arnold Schwarzenegger


“I feel my best when I’m happy.”


—Winona Ryder


“There’s no stopping the future.”


—Yogi Berra


“For NASA, space is still a high priority.”


—Dan Quayle


“It’s no exaggeration to say that the undecideds could go one way or another.”


—George H. W. Bush


“It’s clearly a budget. It’s got a lot of numbers in it.”


—George W. Bush


“Traditionally, most of Australia’s imports come from overseas.”


—Keppel Enderbery, former Australian Cabinet minister


“When more and more people are thrown out of work, unemployment results.”


—Calvin Coolidge


“The receivers are an integral part of the passing game.”


—Hank Stram, TV sportscaster


“Speak softly and wear a loud shirt.” —Anonymous




 



REEL FUNNY



Some funny lines from some great (and not so great) movies.


“She makes me feel kinda funny, like when we used to climb the rope in gym class.”


—Dana Carvey, Wayne’s World


“I never gave a ticket to no nun before. I gave a ticket to a guy from the IRS one time. Got audited the next year. Tell you what, Sister, I’m going to let this one slide.”


—Clancy Brown, Dead Man Walking


Melissa: “You really love animals, don’t you?”


Ace: “If it gets cold enough.”


—Courteney Cox and Jim Carrey, Ace Ventura: Pet Detective


Sandy: “Carl, I want you to kill all the gophers on the golf course.”


Carl: “Correct me if I’m wrong, Sandy, but if I kill all the golfers, they’ll lock me up and throw away the key.”


—Thomas Carlin and Bill Murray, Caddyshack


“I’m a mawg: half man, half dog. I’m my own best friend!”


—John Candy, Spaceballs


“I live in a neighborhood so bad, you can get shot while ya gettin’ shot.”


—Chris Rock, Head of State


History Teacher: “Who was Joan of Arc?”


Ted: “Noah’s wife?”


—Bernie Casey and Keanu Reeves, Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure


Sookie: “What kind of name is ‘Igby’?”


Igby: “The kind of name that someone named ‘Sookie’ is in no position to question.”


—Claire Danes and Kieran Culkin, Igby Goes Down


“These men have a supreme vow of celibacy, like their fathers, and their fathers before them.”


—Charlie Sheen, Hot Shots, Part Deux


Inside a phone booth…


Raymond: “Uh-oh fart. Uh-oh fart.”


Charlie: “What? Raymond, did you just fart? Did you just f**king fart?!”


Raymond: “Uh-oh fart.”


—Rain Man


“The future is made of the same stuff as the present.” —Simone Weil




 



EPITAPHS



Uncle John’s not dead, but he’s already written his epitaph: “Don’t forget to flush.”




Nothing in Moderation


—Ernie Kovacs







The Body of B. Franklin, Printer, Like the Cover of an old Book Its Contents turn out And Stript of its Lettering & Guilding Lies here. Food for Worms For, it will as he believed appear once more In a new and more elegant Edition corrected and improved By the Author


—Benjamin Franklin





Even amidst fierce flames the golden lotus can be planted


—Sylvia Plath




I had A Lover’s Quarrel with the World


—Robert Frost





Real newspaper headline: “Dead Man Remains Dead”




 



THE TRUTH ABOUT LYING



Hey, there’s some snew on your back.


“One who deceives will always find those who allow themselves to be deceived.”


—Niccolo Machiavelli


“A little inaccuracy sometimes saves tons of explanation.”


—Saki (H. H. Munro)


“A lie is an abomination unto the Lord and a very present help in time of trouble.”


—Adlai Stevenson


“If you want to be thought a liar always tell the truth.”


—Logan Pearsall Smith


“It does not require many words to speak the truth.”


—Chief Joseph, Nez Perce


“Nobody speaks the truth when there is something they must have.”


—Elizabeth Bowen


Spock: “In 24 hours, we’ll agree this conversation did not take place.”


Valeris: “A lie?”


Spock: “An omission.”


—Star Trek VI


“The opposite of a fact is falsehood, but the opposite of one profound truth may very well be another profound truth.”


—Niels Bohr


“The only people who make love all the time are liars.”


—Telly Savalas


“There is nothing about which men lie so much as their sexual powers. In this at least every man is, what in his heart he would like to be, a Casanova.”


—W. Somerset Maugham


“Truth is stranger than fiction—but it is because fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities; truth isn’t.”


—Mark Twain


“He who is not very strong in memory should not meddle with lying.”


—Michel de Montaigne


“Three things cannot be long hidden: the sun, the moon, and the truth.”


—Buddha


What’s snew? Not much, what’s snew with you?




 



VOLTAIRE



A few thoughts from the French playwright and philosopher, Francois Marie Arouet (1694-1778), better known by his pen name…Voltaire.


“We use ideas merely to justify our evil, and speech merely to conceal our ideas.”


“It is dangerous to be right when the government is wrong.”


“Man is free the moment he chooses to be.”


“Pleasure is the object, the duty, the goal of all rational creatures.”


“Life is a shipwreck, but we must not forget to sing in the lifeboats.”


“Anything that is too stupid to be spoken is sung.”


“Every man is guilty of all the good he didn’t do.”


“My prayer to God is a very short one: ‘O Lord, make my enemies ridiculous.’ God has granted it.”


Voltaire drank between 50 and 70 cups of coffee every day.




 



THE WINNING QUOTE QUIZ



You can leave off your thinking caps for this one.


Speaker: Ronaldo, Brazilian soccer star


Quote: “We lost because we didn’t…”


a. “win” b. “show up” c. “cheat”


Speaker: Tony LaRussa, baseball manager


Quote: “When you’re not winning, it’s tough to…”


a. “win a game” b. “remember your name” c. “place the blame”


Speaker: Chuck Knox, football coach


Quote: “Football players win…”


a. “football games” b. “baseball games” c. “the lottery”


Speaker: David Garcia, baseball manager


Quote: “The only reason we’re 7-0 is because we’ve…”


a. “won all seven of our games” b. “lost all seven of our games” c. “won all twelve of our games”


Speaker: Jimmy Hill, soccer announcer


Quote: “If England is to win this game, they are going to have to…”


a. “score a goal” b. “not score a goal” c. “not score two goals”


Speaker: Alexander Haig, pundit


Quote: “The only way the Republican Party can hold the White House is to nominate a candidate who can…”


a. “win” b. “lose” c. “seduce an intern”


Speaker: Isiah Thomas, basketball analyst


Quote: “A lot is said about defense, but at the end of the game, the team with the most points…”


a. “wins” b. “loses” c. “seduces an intern”


All the answers are “a,” of course.


“We’ve got to ask ourselves: How much clean air do we need?” —Lee Iacocca




 



BATTLE OF THE SEXES: ROUND 1



It’s hard to imagine a quote book without a little bit of “he said, she said.” Here’s our first installment.


“Women say they have sexual thoughts, too. They have no idea. It’s the difference between shooting a bullet and throwing it. If they knew what we were really thinking, they’d never stop slapping us.”


—Larry Miller


“If men knew what women laughed about, they would never sleep with us.”


—Erica Jong


“Women are never disarmed by compliments. Men always are. That is the difference between the two sexes.”


—Oscar Wilde


“If you want anything said, ask a man; if you want anything done, ask a woman.”


—Margaret Thatcher


“Men need sexual fulfillment in order to respond to a woman emotionally; women need emotional fulfillment in order to respond to a man sexually.”


—Ellen King


“Men play the game; women know the score.”


—Roger Woddis


“Women fake orgasms. But men can fake a whole relationship.”


—Sharon Stone


“A historic operation occurred in Boston. Doctors successfully transplanted tissue from a pig’s brain to a man’s brain, and the man’s brain did not reject it. That pretty much confirms what women have been saying about men.”


—Jay Leno


“Calling women the weaker sex makes about as much sense as calling men the stronger one.”


—Gladiola Montana


“Women can’t complain about men anymore until they start getting better taste in them.”


—Bill Maher


“There is more difference within the sexes than between them.”


—Dame Ivy Compton-Burnett


“I owe nothing to Women's Lib.” —Margaret Thatcher





 


 


 


 




Men and women are a lot alike in certain situations. Like when they’re both on fire, they’re exactly alike.


—Dave Attell





 


 


“Search others for their virtues, thyself for thy vices.” —Benjamin Franklin




 



WHAT IS LIFE?



Life isn’t really as bad as these folks say it is, but the “Life Is Great” quotes were kind of boring, so we used these.


“The trouble with life in the fast lane is that you get to the other end in an awful hurry.”


—John Jensen


“My philosophy? Life is this beautiful buffet, but you get just one trip through the line, and only one plate. And there’s no room on my plate for green Jell-O.”


—Daniel Liebert


“Life is like a dogsled team. If you ain’t the lead dog, the scenery never changes.”


—Lewis Grizzard


“What is life? It is the flash of a firefly in the night. It is the breath of a buffalo in the wintertime. It is the little shadow which runs across the grass and loses itself in the sunset.”


—Crowfoot


“There is no cure for birth and death save to enjoy the interval.”


—George Santayana


“If everything is under control, you are going too slow.”


—Mario Andretti


“A life spent making mistakes is not only more honorable but more useful than a life spent doing nothing.”


—George Bernard Shaw


“What would I do if I had only six months left to live? I’d type faster.”


—Isaac Asimov


“There is no perfection…this is a broken world and we live with broken hearts, but still that is no alibi for anything. On the contrary, you have to stand up and say hallelujah under those circumstances.”


—Leonard Cohen


“To live is to suffer; to survive is to find some meaning in the suffering.”


—Roberta Flack


“Life is like a very short visit to a toy shop between birth and death.”


—Desmond Morris


“As a well-spent day brings happy sleep, so a life well spent brings happy death.”


—Leonardo da Vinci


“We learn from history that we learn nothing from history.” —George Bernard Shaw




 



HOW INSULTING!



This page of insults is too good for you. Go read the want ads instead.


“Don’t be humble. You’re not that great.”


—Golda Meir


“You remind me of my brother Bosco—only he had a human head.”


—Judy Tenuta


“If you can’t be a good example, then you’ll just have to be a horrible warning.”


—Catherine Aird


“He looks like an explosion in a pubic hair factory.”


—Jonathan Miller, about journalist Paul Johnson


“So boring you fall asleep halfway through her name.”


—Alan Bennett, speaking about Greek writer Arianna Stassinopolous


“Your manuscript is both good and original; but the part that is good is not original, and the part that is original is not good.”


—Samuel Johnson


“You’re a good example of why some animals eat their young.”


—Jim Samuels


“You have Van Gogh’s ear for music.”


—Billy Wilder


“I’m old? When you were young, the Dead Sea was only sick!”


—Milton Berle


“He’s so old his social security number is two digits.”


—Brian Morgan


“She had lost the art of conversation, but not, unfortunately, the power of speech.”


—George Bernard Shaw


Moe: “What are you eating?”


Curly: “Fish. You know, fish is brain food.”


Moe: “You know, you should eat a whale.”


—The Three Stooges


“She looked as if she had been poured into her clothes and had forgotten to say ‘when’.”


—P. G. Wodehouse


“She was so ugly that one time she tried to enter an ugly contest. They told her, ‘Sorry, no professionals allowed.’”


—Redd Foxx


“Extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence.” —Carl Sagan




 



PRIMETIME PROVERBS



Looking for words of wisdom about life and love? Turn on your TV.


ON LIFE…


“You know, life’s a real bumpy road. What you’ve got to develop are good shock absorbers.”


—Uncle Charlie, My Three Sons


ON DEATH…


Farrah: “A swordsman does not fear death if he dies with honor.”


Doctor Who: “Then he’s an idiot.”


—Doctor Who


ON COPS…


Lt. Fancy: “Keep me posted.”


Det. Andy Sipowicz: “Any cases you don’t want us to keep you posted on? What’s the point in saying that?”


Lt. Arthur Fancy: “OK, then, get outta my office.”


—NYPD Blue


“If you really want to study police methods, do what I do: watch television.”


—Officer Gunther Toody, Car 54, Where Are You?


ON TELEVISION…


Brian: “Do you get Sesame Street where you live?”


ALF: “No, and frankly I don’t get it here either.”


—ALF


“For a long time it gave me nightmares—witnessing an injustice like that. It’s a constant reminder of just how unfair this world can be. I can still hear them taunting him: ‘Silly rabbit, Trix are for kids!’ I mean, why couldn’t they just give him some cereal!?”


—Carlton, The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air


ON SEX…


“One person’s always disappointed. So far, I’ve been lucky; it’s always been the woman.”


—Lewis, The Drew Carey Show


“Men don’t like to cuddle. We only like it if it leads to, you know, lower cuddling.”


—Ray, Everybody Loves Raymond


ON RELATIONSHIPS…


Brenda: “I don’t want any children.”


Nate: “Whoa. Hey. Who said anything about children?”


The purr-fect life: Cats sleep an average of 16 hours per day.


Brenda: “I was referring to you.”


—Six Feet Under


“Once the trust goes out of a relationship, it’s really no fun lying to ‘em anymore.”


—Norm Peterson, Cheers


Katie: “Benson, what’s a broken heart?”


Benson: “Oh, there’s no such thing, Katie. It’s just a term we use to describe one of life’s little disappointments that comes close to killing you.”


—Benson


ON THE HEALING ARTS…


Doctor: “The trouble with psychologists is that we’re stuck in a rut. All we do is repeat ourselves.”


Bob Hartley: “Repeat ourselves?”


Doctor: “Repeat ourselves.”


Bob: “How?”


Doctor: “How?”


Bob: “Yeah, how?”


Doctor: “By using the same old methods, over and over and over again and again and again and again.”


Bob: “I see what you mean.”


—The Bob Newhart Show


ON DREAMS…


Chandler: “Hey, you guys in the living room all know what you want to do. You know, you have goals. You have dreams. I don’t have a dream.”


Ross: “Ah, the lesser known ‘I Don’t Have a Dream’ speech.”


—Friends


ON TOLERANCE…


“All I know is, I hate racists. I hate everything about them, their music, their food, their so-called religion, the way their men are so skinny, and their wives are all so fat, but mostly, I hate the way they judge people based on tired stereotypes.”


—Byron, Andy Richter Controls the Universe


ON RULES…


Robin: “Batgirl! What took you so long?”


Batgirl: “You wouldn’t believe the traffic, and the lights were all against me. Besides, you wouldn’t want me to speed, would you?”


Robin: “Your good driving habits almost cost us our lives!”


Batman: “No Robin, she’s right. Rules are rules.”


—Batman


“Without rules, we all might as well be up in a tree flinging our crap at each other.”


—Red Foreman, That ‘70s Show


“My wife and I were happy for 20 years. Then we met.” —Henny Youngman




 



TO OUR FRIENDS ACROSS THE POND



There’s nothing like picking on the French… except maybe picking on the British.


“The English public, as a mass, takes no interest in a work of art until it is told that work in question is immoral.”


—Oscar Wilde


“The cold of the polar regions was nothing to the chill of an English bedroom.”


—Fridtjof Nansen


“No one can be as calculatedly rude as the British, which amazes Americans, who do not understand studied insult and can only offer abuse as a substitute.”


—Paul Gallico


“Being English, I always laugh at anything to do with the lavatory or bottoms.”


—Elizabeth Hurley


“If an Englishman gets run down by a truck, he apologizes to the truck.”


—Jackie Mason


The average British adult drinks 228 pints of beer per year.




 



WILDE MAN



Oscar Wilde (1854–1900) was one of the most controversial authors of his day. Now he’s considered one of the greatest authors of all time.


“When I was young, I thought money was the most important thing in life. Now that I’m old—I know it is.”


“To be good, according to the vulgar standard of goodness, is obviously quite easy. It merely requires a certain amount of sordid terror, a certain lack of imaginative thought, and a certain low passion for middle-class respectability.”


“When one is in love one always begins by deceiving oneself, and one always ends by deceiving others. This is what the world calls romance.”


“I am the only person in the world I should like to know thoroughly.”


“The pure and simple truth is rarely pure and simple.”


“Life is far too important a thing to ever talk seriously about.”


“We should treat all trivial things of life very seriously, and all the serious things of life with sincere and studied triviality.”


“The true mystery of the world is the visible, not the invisible.”


“The only way to get rid of a temptation is to yield to it. Resist it, and your soul grows sick with longing for the things it has forbidden to itself.”


“It is absurd to divide people into good and bad. People are either charming or tedious.”


“A thing is not necessarily true because a man dies for it.”


“I strongly support the feeding of children.” —Gerald Ford




 



QUOTES AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES



Think being famous is fun? When folks like us put our foot in our mouths, only a few people ever hear about it. But for these public figures, the audience is much larger, and the consequences oftentimes much greater.


Speaker: John Lennon


Quote: “Christianity will go. It will vanish and shrink.…We’re more popular than Jesus now. I don’t know which will go first—rock ’n’ roll or Christianity. Jesus was all right, but his disciples were thick and ordinary. It’s them twisting it that ruins it for me.”


Background: The line that almost killed the Beatles originally appeared in a British newspaper called The Evening Standard. In March 1966, reporter Maureen Cleave spent a day with Lennon at his mansion while he rambled on about books, music, politics, and religion. The interview was printed in full and the statement—taken in context—reveals that Lennon was lamenting the sad state of modern religion, and not trying to deify the Beatles. There was no reaction to it whatsoever in England.


Consequences: In July, an American teen magazine called Date-book ran a cover story called “The Ten Adults You Dig/Hate the Most.” In the section on John Lennon, they reprinted the quote by itself, without the rest of the interview. The result was quick and severe: Christians denounced the Beatles and began a campaign to destroy everything associated with the Fab Four. Many radio stations, especially in the South and Midwest, stopped playing their records and even organized Beatles bonfires. Some churches threatened to excommunicate members who listened to the Beatles. George, Paul, and Ringo received death threats. And all this went down while the Beatles were on an American tour that took them right through the Bible Belt. The KKK even tried to set up a barrier and stop an August 13 concert in Memphis, to no avail.


Lennon, for his part, was shocked that such a seemingly innocuous statement he said four months before could have created such havoc. He held a press conference in Chicago to try to put things right. “I’m not saying that we’re better or greater, or comparing us with Jesus Christ as a person or God as a thing or whatever it is. I wasn’t saying whatever they’re saying I was saying. I’m sorry I said it really. I never meant it to be a lousy anti-religious thing. I apologize if that will make you happy. I still don’t know quite what I’ve done. I’ve tried to tell you what I did do, but if you want me to apologize, if that will make you happy, then OK, I’m sorry.”


“Never put a sock in a toaster.” —Eddie Izzard


The apology did make some people happy and the fervor eventually died down, but many never forgave Lennon, and the bubblegum image of the early Beatles was all but gone. As was their U.S. touring days—the Beatles never played another concert in the United States after that tumultuous tour.


Speaker: George W. Bush


Quote: “[The Japanese prime minister and I] placed equal emphasis on nonperforming loans, the devaluation issue, and regulatory reform.”


Background: In February 2002, President Bush traveled to the Far East to discuss Japan’s economic future. Bush made the comment during a press conference following the meeting, but he got one word wrong: “devaluation.” He had meant to say “deflation.”


Consequences: That one-word gaffe nearly crashed the Japanese stock market. Devaluation is a touchy subject in Asia; if Japan were to devalue the yen against the dollar, it could potentially make Japan’s exports more competitive and give them an unfair advantage over their neighbors. And although the prospect had been floating around for years, no one took it seriously until the American president used the “d-word” after meeting with the Japanese prime minister.


Shortly after the comment, the value of the yen started falling—and kept falling—until a White House spokesman explained later that day that it was nothing more than the a slip of the tongue on the president’s part, and that the United States sincerely apologized for the mistake.


“God is in my head, but the devil is in my pants.” —Jonathan Winters




 



THE PRESIDENCY



It’s important for the president to take his job seriously—after all it’s the most important job in the world. But the rest of us don’t have to.


“When I was a boy, I was told that anybody could become president. I’m beginning to believe it.”


—Clarence Darrow


“In the United States, anybody can become president. That’s the problem.”


—George Carlin


“Anybody that wants the presidency so much that he’ll spend two years organizing and campaigning for it is not to be trusted with the office.”


—David Broder


“A female president—maybe they’d start calling it the ‘Ova Office.’ ”


—Brett Butler


“Any man who wants to be president is either an egomaniac or crazy.”


—Dwight D. Eisenhower


“The only reason I’m not running for president is I’m afraid no woman would come forth and say she’s slept with me.”


—Garry Shandling


“The office of the presidency is such a bastardizing thing—half royalty, half democracy—that nobody knows whether to genuflect or spit.”


—Jimmy Breslin


“Take our politicians: they’re a bunch of yo-yos. The presidency is now a cross between a popularity contest and a high school debate, with an encyclopedia of clichés the first prize.”


—Saul Bellow


“Anyone who is capable of getting themselves made president should on no account be allowed to do the job.”


—Douglas Adams


“If you were to go back in history and take every president, you’ll find that the numerical value of each letter in their name was equally divisible into the year in which they were elected. By my calculations, our next president has to be named Yellnick McWawa.”


—Cliff Claven, Cheers


“In my sex fantasy, nobody ever loves me for my mind.” —Nora Ephron




 



THE BIRDS AND THE BEES



Why is this page called “The Birds and the Bees?” No time for that—let’s talk about sex.


“The pleasure is momentary, the position ridiculous, and the expense damnable.”


—Lord Chesterfield


“Why should we take sex advice from the Pope? If he knows anything about it, he shouldn’t.”


—George Bernard Shaw


“Everybody lies about sex. People lie during sex. If it weren’t for lies, there’d be no sex.”


—Jerry Seinfeld


“You know that look women get when they want sex? Me neither.”


—Drew Carey


“He thought he had to be celibate to maintain the purity of his instrument whereas I like to play mine from time to time.”


—Nicole Kidman, on why she and Tom Cruise divorced


“There’s nothing better than good sex. But bad sex? A peanut butter and jelly sandwich is better than bad sex.”


—Billy Joel


“The closest I ever came to a menage-a-trois was when I dated a schizophrenic.”


—Rita Rudner


“Sex is power and sex leaves you powerless.”


—Axl Rose, Guns N’ Roses


“He just kept rushing through the lovemaking—which is the part I like, the beginning part. Most women are like that. We need time to warm up. Why is this hard for you guys to understand? You’re the first people to tell us not to gun a cold engine. You want us to go from zero to sixty in a minute. We’re not built like that. We stall.”


—Anita Wise


“Sex is one of the nine reasons for reincarnation. The other eight are unimportant.”


—Henry Miller


“Sex without love is an empty experience. But as empty experiences go, it’s one of the best.”


—Woody Allen


The first sex manuals were published in China more than 5,000 years ago.




 



BY GOLLY, IT’S DOLLY



Some thoughts from a country music legend.


“I think everything starts with a dream, and it was always my dream to be a star. I just think you always have to continue to dream, and I wake up in a new world every day—sort of like a goose.”


“I put the hurtful things in my songs. It’s better than a psychiatrist.”


“I have little feet because nothing grows in the shade.”


“I still like to pee off the porch every now and then. There’s nothing like peeing on those snobs in Beverly Hills.”


“I never left country music. I just took it with me.”


“God and I have a great relationship, but we both see other people.”


“Lots of women buy just as many wigs and makeup things as I do. The difference is they just don’t wear them all at the same time.”


“Bluegrass is the music I would have been doing all along if I could have made a living at it. It’s like I had to get rich in order to sing like I was poor.”


“I feel good and I don’t look bad for my age. I look like a cartoon anyway, so what difference does it make? I’m always gonna look like Dolly, like a freak. But I’m the best freak I’ve ever been.”


“I was looking up at the big sign that says Hollywood, and I thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be great if someday I could jerk that big ol’ H down and put a D there to make it Dolly-wood?’”


“Yes, I’ve had several little things done…and several big ones.”


—On plastic surgery


“I know myself and what I want, and what I don’t want is to go out to pasture. I have agreed to pose nude for Penthouse on my 100th birthday.”


“God is dead.” —Nietzche, 1885 “Nietzche is dead.” —God, 1900




 



REEL STUPID



It seems like for every one good movie out there, there are about ten bad ones. They may not be fun to watch, but finding the dumbest of the dumbest lines makes for great reading.


“The dead look so terribly dead when they’re dead.”


—Tyrone Power, The Razor’s Edge (1946 )


“This is like looking for a needle in a haystack full of needles.”


—Ron Silver, The Arrival (1996)


“You goddamned chauvinist pig ape!…You want to eat me? Then go ahead!”


—Jessica Lange, King Kong (1976)


“Decrucify the angel or I’ll melt your face.”


—Jane Fonda, Barbarella (1968)


“Some people may think you’re cute, Babe. But to me, you’re one very large baked potato!”


—Sylvester Stallone, Death Race 2000
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