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day trips® from salt lake city






help us keep this guide up to date


We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:


editorial@GlobePequot.com


Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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First and foremost Dale and Michelle Bartlett are travelers in the truest sense of the word. Their love for adventure and desire to explore every corner have taken them throughout the world. They are passionate about doing more and paying less. Writing is their way of giving to others the ability to realize their own hopes and dreams of travels.


Dale and Michelle’s travels have taken them throughout Europe, Central America, Mexico, and Canada and to nearly every state in the United States. They are best known for their family travels and their book, Have Kids––Will Travel, which teaches how any family, of any size, on any income can travel the world for just the cost of food and fun.


The Bartletts are highly sought speakers on the subject of traveling and they have shared their message throughout America. They have written articles for print as well as online magazines. They are also show hosts for The Women’s Information Network, www.thewinonline.com, and have appeared on both radio and television advocating the importance of family travel.


When they are not discovering hidden treasures, the Bartletts make their home in the mountains of northern Utah. They have enjoyed rediscovering the immense diversity in their own “backyard” and finding the secrets of this great state. Learn more about the Bartletts at www.daytripsfromsaltlake.com.







[image: frn_fig_003.jpg] acknowledgments





We recognize the many cities, tourism bureaus, hotels, and locals who have helped provide invaluable information as we wound our way through this amazing state.


Thanks to our incredible staff of researchers: Tawnee Wood, Michelle Lambert, Mary DeJong, Susan King, Jennifer Turner, Matt Lundgren, and especially Sasha Takis, who made sure the words we used were descriptive and fitting for such a beautiful part of the world.


To Brianne, Cameron, Devon, and Marissa and our friends, who were ignored for a time, who put up with our crazy travel schedules, and who support us in all we do––thank you.











[image: 30

39

16

73

36

36 68

89

16

30

414

150

196

91 89

30

30

40

6

89

6

6

30

189

189

191

191

191

191

191

84 15

15

84

80 80

15

80

15

80

80

Evanston

West

Wendover

Snowbird

Resort

Wellsville

Honeyville

Park City

Deer Valley

Kemmerer

Mountain

View

Sundance Resort

Brigham City

Hunstville

Orem

Spanish Fork

Salt Lake City

Golden Spike

National

Historic Site

Antelope

Island

Bingham

Coppermine

Lehi

Golden Spike

National

Historic Site

Antelope

Island

Bonneville Salt

Flats State Park

Blue Lake

UTAH

UTAH

IDAHO

WYOMING

Utah

Lake

Flaming

Gorge

Reservoir

G r e a t S a l t L a k e

Beaver

Mountain

Logan Canyon

Snowbasin Resort

Bingham

Coppermine

Sundance Resort

Snowbird

Resort

St. Charles

Logan

Garden City

Wellsville Providence

Honeyville Paradise

Brigham City

Willard

Ogden

Perry

Hunstville

Kaysville

Clearfield

West

Wendover

Farmington

Lehi

Provo

Orem

Alpine

Park City

Deer Valley

Midway Heber City

Helper

Payson

Vernal

Duchesne

Wendover

Roosevelt

Green River

Rock

Springs

Lyman

Preston

Evanston

Kemmerer

Spanish Fork

Mountain

View

Salt Lake City

N

0 40 80 miles

day trips from salt lake city 10

10

24

95

95

95

24 46

72

12

22

12

14

9

59

18

56

21

21

62

24

276

153

130

257

132 132

276 261

162

50

6

89

6

50

50 89

6

89

89

89

191

191

191

491

163 191

15

70

70

70

15

15

Hurricane

Cedar City

Gunnison

Fillmore

Monroe

Panguitch

Bryce Canyon

National Park

Lake

Powell

Ferron

Orangeville

Mount Pleasant

Arches

National

Park

Arches

National

Park

Canyonlands

Capitol Reef National Park

National Park

Zion National

Park

Bryce Canyon

National Park

Green

River

Colorado

River

Lake

Powell

Moab

Kanab

Enoch

Manti

Delta

Cedar City

Price

Beaver

Monroe

Salina

Ferron

Helper

Parowan

Milford

Ephraim

Blanding

Gunnison

Hurricane

Panguitch

Monticello

Enterprise

Huntington

Wellington

Moroni

Fillmore

Richfield

Orangeville Saint George

Colorado City]












[image: frn_fig_003.jpg] introduction





Our family travels. We have traveled throughout the world and have seen many incredible places, people, and cultures. There is nothing like rounding a corner or cresting a hill in a place like Umbria, Italy, seeing for the first time a city set on a hill such as Assisi, and having an overwhelming feeling come over you… “Welcome home.” As you explore the streets and talk with the locals, you get a sense you have been here before. This is the same feeling and sense we get when we explore our own backyard in Utah, and it’s the same one we hope you will get as you explore Day Trips from Salt Lake City. Whether you are a Utah native, a newcomer, or a visitor to the state, “Welcome.”


If you haven’t explored, and we mean really explored, outside of Salt Lake City, you will never truly appreciate the vast diversity this part of the United States has to offer. Utah has been carved by nature as well as its varied cultures, and together they have sculpted this land into a vacationer’s dream. Day Trips from Salt Lake City covers some of the most diverse territory anywhere, filled with national parks, steam engines, rockets, forests, and deserts, as well as little-known corners that count themselves among the variety of day trips you will find in this book.


Beginning as an inland sea, Utah was carved over time to create such diversity and beauty, much of it a rugged beauty, that it beckons millions to its borders every year. If you are an outdoor enthusiast, more is offered here than we could ever write about. If you are looking for wholesome destinations for family fun, this is the place. If you love little getaways where you can relax, we have added some of those, too.


Starting from the north in Cache Valley, where life seems less hurried, less bustling, yet full of culture and fine arts, we’ll explore the Wild West as it was in the 1800s or a night at the theater or opera that will rival New York. In the south, where time nearly seems to stand still as you explore the many national parks like Bryce or Zion, often said to be the “most beautiful place on earth,” we’ll be given a view that has taken nearly two million years to form. East in Park City we’ll show you where to find the calm, cool, and chic kind of fun that will make you feel like a star yourself. Film festivals, art shows, mining, and skiing give this once little mountain town a flavor all its own. Out west are the stark reminders of just how harsh this high desert can be. The Bonneville Salt Flats is one of the most unique natural features in Utah. Stretching over 30,000 acres, it has been the destination for visitors, commercial filmmakers, and high-speed enthusiasts.”


Explore. Enjoy. In the words of St. Augustine, “The world is a book, and those who do not travel [even day trips] read only one page.”


For more information on these day trips, visit www.daytripsfromsaltlake.com.
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Beginning north of Salt Lake City and following the compass clockwise, this guide will help organize each day trip starting from the closest to Salt Lake to the farthest destination for that point on the compass. All attempts have been made to keep the points of reference along major highways and byways, with a few deviations so as to separate best the neighboring destinations.


In each day trip there are several options, and for many there is more than a day’s worth of activities and places to eat. We have included family activities, places for independent explorers, and romantic getaways. We have tried to provide a wide range of options for just about any lifestyle and curiosity.


Because of the uniqueness of the area, we have taken some liberties beyond the typical “day trip.” Though all the trips listed can be done from Salt Lake City in a day, some may be more enjoyable if a night stay is included. We have therefore added a few more than the usual accommodations suggestions for this type of book.


Listings under Where to Eat, Where to Stay, and Where to Shop are listed in alphabetical order. Listings under Where to Go are sometimes ordered by the foremost attractions on the trip.


All distances and travel times are provided as they relate to downtown Salt Lake City crossroads of I-15 and I-80. It doesn’t take long to get out of the hustle and bustle and begin your adventure away from the traffic and confusion of the city.






hours of operation, prices, credit cards




Included in this guide are details on business hours, pricing, and payment options as available at the time of publication. Please use the provided websites and phone numbers to call ahead to see if there have been any changes. Also ask if they are running any pricing specials not known at the time of publication.







pricing key






where to eat




The price code reflects the average cost of dinner entrees for 2, not including drinks, wine, appetizers, desserts, tax, or tip. Keep in mind that breakfast and lunch cost much less but may not be available at all restaurants listed.








	$

	Less than $30






	$$

	$30 to $50






	$$$

	More than $50











If you find yourself staying overnight, stay in a hotel that offers a free breakfast; look for local vendors for lunch and have more money in your pocket for an incredible dinner.









where to stay




Even though this book is designed for day trips, there are times when you will fall in love with an area and want to stay a little longer and explore a little more. The pricing codes below are designed to reflect the average cost of a double-occupancy room during peak pricing times. These prices do not include taxes or other fees that may be included in your final bill. They also do not include any discounts such as AAA, senior, military, or corporate rates.








	$

	Less than $100






	$$

	$100 to $150






	$$$

	$150 to $200






	$$$$

	More than $200











A tip for all accommodations: Hotels that cater to the business traveler are much less expensive on the weekend. Likewise, places that cater to the weekend traveler, like a B&B, are traditionally less busy during the week and provide better pricing during this time.










driving tips


The diversity of Utah’s landscape provides both beauty and the occasional unexpected delay due to construction, landslides, heavy snow (even early fall and late spring), and rock-slides as you make your way through beautiful but sometimes remote areas of the state. It is said that there are two seasons for Utah road conditions––construction and winter. The easiest way to see Utah is by car; however, Utah recently added a commuter rail system that travels north to Ogden from Salt Lake City and in the future will be heading south to Provo. This may be an option for some of the day trips heading in those directions. Check schedules and stops as they are limited and you may find your final destination quite a walk from the station.


The road conditions vary based on the time of year and area you are traveling: dry and hot in the summer, cold and snowpacked in the winter (and there are times when you experience both in the same day). Make sure you take the precautions needed and have the proper equipment for the day trip.


Utah cities and towns are nearly always laid out in a north/south/east/west grid. There are only a few exceptions. When you get used to using the system, you will be able to find any address easily using the coordinates of the address. (For example, if the address is 610 S. 300 East, from Center and Main it is located just over 6 blocks south and 3 blocks east.)






highway designations




All Interstates are indicated with an “I.”


US highways are usually 2- and sometimes 4-lane undivided roads. They are indicated with the standard US shield, with the highway number inside, or just “US” as in US 89.


State routes are either indicated by an oval with the route number in them or with either an “SR” or the state prefix “UT,” as in SR 30 or UT 30.








highway quirks




Many of the US and state routes are often known by their local street names. For example, US 91 and US 89 combine together in Logan and are known as Main Street to the locals and the street signs. Through Salt Lake and Utah Counties, US 89 is known as State Street.









travel tips




There are 2 area codes in Utah. For all calls made to Salt Lake, Davis, Weber, and Utah Counties, use 801. For all outlying counties use 435. If you are using a cell phone, check with your provider. Many are now requiring the full 10-digit number to place a call, so remember where you are and the area code needed.


Sales tax is charged statewide. You will pay tax on all items including food purchased at the grocery. Expect to pay additional county and city taxes as well as premium hotel occupancy tax and fees.










where to get more information


Day Trips from Salt Lake City attempts to cover a variety of bases and interests, but those looking for additional material can contact the following agencies by phone, mail, or the web. Regarding the latter, be aware when checking various destinations that online reviews may vary based on personal preference. Be conscious of ratings such as AAA and Better Business Bureau and call the place directly, as each area, city, and even attraction may have its own tourism board. In addition to these resources (keep in mind we have listed visitor centers, when available, with each of the day trips also to be used as a reference), a few other helpful sources include:


Day Trips from Salt Lake website
www.daytripsfromsaltlake.com




UTA Trax & FrontRunner
In Salt Lake City RIDE-UTA (743-3882)


In state (888) RIDE-UTA (888-743-3882)


www.rideuta.com (click on the Route Schedules tab on the right)




Utah
www.utah.com




Utah Bed & Breakfast Guide
www.utahbedandbreakfast.net




Utah State Historical Society
300 S. Rio Grande St.


Salt Lake City, Utah 84101


(801) 533-3500


www.history.utah.gov




Utah state and national parks
www.utah.com/nationalparks


www.utah.com/stateparks




Utah Office of Tourism
(801) 538-1900 or (800) 200-1160


www.travel.utah.gov




Utah Department of Parks and Recreation
1594 W. North Temple St., Suite 116


Salt Lake City, Utah 84116


(801) 538-7220 or (877) UT-PARKS


parkscomment@utah.gov


www.stateparks.utah.gov











north
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wickedly fun, wet or dry:
farmington, kaysville











A short drive north of Salt Lake City, you will find amusement aplenty and beauty abound. Once small, quiet farming communities, Farmington and Kaysville have retained their slower-paced feel yet added a hint of fun and excitement to the air. From the largest amusement parks in the state to the local theatrical arts programs, Farmington has something for everyone. On the outskirts of Kaysville you will rediscover nature and see how the use of sustainable principles can not only reduce the impact on land and other resources but can provide an oasis for the soul in the midst of an ever-increasingly busy world and hectic life. Additionally prepare yourself to get wet in Kaysville at Cherry Hill Water Park and attractions. Miniature golf, batting cages, and rock climbing are among the myriad activities enjoyed.


What is incredible about this area is the feeling of seclusion from the city while being less than an hour away. You can get lost for a day, whether on a roller coaster or in the serene setting of a garden.












farmington




Known as the “City of Roses,” the city of Farmington was settled in the mid 1850s as the county seat. This farming community has grown and developed yet has been able to maintain a small-town feel. Small local restaurants and shops are nestled throughout and are overlooked by the majestic mountains above. Hiking, biking, and other outdoor activities are plentiful. Farmington also has a rich community theater. You can check out what is playing by visiting the Farmington Arts Blog (www.farmingtonarts.blogspot.com). Farmington continues to grow, adding additional shopping and entertainment as they build the new Station Park Shopping Center in coming years. This center will have the look and feel of the Gateway Center in Salt Lake City, which will give Farmington a new, bigger, and sophisticated feel.
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getting there




Take I-15 north from Salt Lake City about 17 miles. Take the Lagoon Drive/Farmington exit 322 and follow the signs, screams, and fun.


Farmington can also be accessed using the UTA FrontRunner train. See schedule for times and details; www.rideuta.com.









where to go






Lagoon Amusement and Water Park. 375 Lagoon Dr.; (801) 451-8000; www.lagoonpark.com. Lagoon has a vast array of rides and activities within the boundaries of the park. It is fun-filled and has many features for the young and the old as well as the easy rider or the high-adventure thrill seeker. The attractions within the park will keep you entertained and captivated for an entire day of laughter and memorable activities. From roller coasters to sky rides, the park will be sure to please.


One of the most thrilling rides that is included with the purchase of a day pass is called The Rocket. This ride shoots you an amazing 200 feet in the air in less than 3 seconds! One of the most popular rides within the park is the Lagoon “white” Roller Coaster, which is over 80 years old. This piece of history remains one of the last remaining wooden roller coasters between Denver and the West Coast. Sit back and hold on tight as you experience the newest ride, Wicked. You won’t know why you’ll want to ride it again and again, just know you will. The thrill and speed of this ride will make you wonder when it is over, “What just happened?”




Kiddieland is an area catering specifically to Lagoon’s younger guests. This section has many rides that are able to accommodate parents sitting next to their youngsters, allowing parents to enjoy the giggles of their little ones. A priceless experience!


To the east of the park, you can take a trip into the past by entering Pioneer Village. This Wild West section transports you back in time over 100 years. The quaint little village has been reconstructed to replicate a frontier community, with buildings that were donated by the Utah Sons of the Pioneers. Here you are able to visit authentic homes, buildings, and mercantile stores, all filled with wonderful artifacts from the past. Relax as you take an easy stroll on rustic wooden sidewalks, eating the creamiest of ice cream, or get an old-time photo of yourself dressed in your favorite historical attire. Within Pioneer Village guests can enjoy the splash on Rattle Snake Rapids. This 1/3 -mile river-raft ride transports you swiftly through white-water rapids and swells. Just try to stay dry as you pass through a cave with a waterfall! Umbrellas anyone?




Lagoon-A-Beach surf and slide is located in the center of the amusement park. Six acres of waterslides will have you screaming, a lazy river will help you relax, and a center island just for little kids will guarantee all members of your family will stay cool during those hot summer days.


Another unique attraction that has continually been a crowd pleaser is the high-quality family entertainment and musical shows. Talented performers will put on a show that will have you tapping your feet and singing along to your favorite songs from both the past and the present.


The park opens the last week in May and runs daily through the end of Aug, operating 11 a.m. to 11 p.m., with a separate weekend-only schedule in Sept. A special Fright-mares! season, filled with ghoulish attractions, spook alleys, and lots of candy runs exclusively on weekends (Fri from 5 to 10 p.m., Sat and Sun from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.) from the end of Sept through the end of Oct.









where to eat




There is a variety of food choices in the park. The park also allows visitors to bring their own food and picnic items inside.




Arby’s. Located in the park, with a variety of roast beef and chicken sandwiches. The popcorn chicken is a hit with kids. $




Burger Express. Located in the park, with a choice of burgers, chicken, and fries. Kids’ meals and souvenir drinks are available. $




Francisco’s Mexican Grill. 7 E. State St.; (801) 451-0383. Open Mon through Sat and closed on Sun. Serving traditional Mexican meals at an incredible value for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, Francisco’s is a local and visitor’s favorite. The service has that personal touch you expect from a small restaurant. They are usually quite busy, so get there early or be prepared for a bit of a wait (though it is well worth that wait). $




Park Subway. A selection of 6-inch and foot-long sandwiches for just about every taste, including a Veggie Delight. $









where to stay






Lagoon RV Park and Campground. 375 Lagoon Dr., just south of the Lagoon Amusement Park; (800) 748-5246; www.lagoonpark.com. This is an easy and convenient place to stay while visiting Lagoon, with variable rates depending on the amenities desired. Water, electricity, and sewer are available for the RV camper, as well as tent sites for the rustic camper. The campground is open during Lagoon’s running season, weather permitting. $












kaysville




As you drive towards Kaysville, notice that the city is surrounded by the beautiful Rocky Mountains to the east and the Great Salt Lake to the west. Kaysville was settled in 1850 and is now known for its quiet bedroom-type community, offering a rural atmosphere with peace and tranquility. Kaysville’s downtown was renovated in the 1980s, combining its historic charm with a transformed economic energy. Visit the art gallery or spend a day on the golf course. Kaysville provides that welcome-home feeling.






where to go






Utah Botanical Center. 725 S. 50 West; (801) 593-8969; www.utahbotanicalcenter.org. The educational opportunities at the Botanical Center are innovative and varied. There are many workshops and children’s events that run throughout the year. All activities and demonstrations are eco-friendly and use only recycled products. Spring and fall offer special family nights with fun, hands-on activities. Summer months allow visitors to enjoy the harvest of fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables at the Farmers Market. Visitors are invited to visit the beautiful Butterfly Garden, the Wildflower Meadow, and the Urban Forest, as well as walk along the trails to The Ponds. Don’t forget to drop by the Children’s Discovery House to make your trip complete. The activities are endless, from teaching children to cook using only solar power, to learning how to make wizardly potions. Bugs, worms, and icky things will become a source of intrigue as children enjoy hands-on experiments. The love of exploration will be implanted in your little ones’ minds for years to come. Summer day camps are also available and are located at the Utah House, 920 S. 50 West; (801) 544-3089.




Cherry Hill Water Park. 1325 S. Main St.; (801) 451-5379: www.cherry-hill.com. If you are looking for a full day of water fun, this is the place to go. Pirates Cove has a 40-foot pirate ship that makes everyone feel as if they were on the Caribbean protecting their treasure. The simulated ocean sounds and cannon blasts will have all crew members rallying around their captain. If a pirate’s life isn’t quite for you, head to the Grant’s Gulch Lazy River. Relax on a tube and enjoy the ease of floating around as the day fades about you.


Looking for high adventure? Well then, try Canyon River Run. The many caverns and sudden drops and turns will keep the thrill alive throughout the entire ride. If you’re feeling really daring, try the Double Dragons waterslide and travel at high speeds with fog and lightning in the tunnels! When it is time to put the sunscreen away, go ahead and try the 18-hole miniature golf course or the batting cages. Both activities will bring out smiles and maybe even a little friendly competition––but hey, who really keeps score?




Boondocks. 525 S. Deseret Dr.; (801) 660-6800; www.boondocksfuncenter.com. If you are looking for fun place to spend some time with your family, this can be constant excitement for the entire day or just a few hours. Because they offer so many activities, it is truly hard to just stay a few hours. We spent hours just playing in the 2-story laser tag arena. If it wasn’t for working up such a good sweat, we would probably still be there! Boondocks provides a variety of entertainment options that will appeal to both young and old. They also offer 20 lanes of bowling, a video and redemption arcade and prize center, a soft play area for children, and the Back Porch Grill Restaurant, which serves hamburgers, salads, sandwiches, and desserts. The outdoor activities include a bumper boat pond, a 5-stall batting cage, 2 elaborate 18-hole miniature golf courses, and 2 go-cart racetracks. Now go win that game!









where to shop






Bun Basket N Bakery. (801) 593-9756. If you are hoping for a mouthwatering lunch or snack, you have to see what the Bun Basket n Bakery has in the oven for you. (The bread-sticks are the perfect end to a perfect day of shopping.)




Canyon Gallery, www.canyongallery.net, will make you feel right at home as you browse the original artwork, books, gifts, porcelains, bronzes, and much, much more.




Hidden Closet, (801) 444-9207, has the most fabulous style in women’s clothing and accessories. You won’t want to leave empty handed.




Rock Loft. 251 S. Mountain Rd.; (801) 544-3766. This is a fun little shopping area that encompasses some great shops and a bakery. Here’s one fun place in the Rock Loft:




Secret Haven is an eclectic uptown home decor and furniture store. They also sell jewelry, purses, and many exquisite homemade gifts. This is one of the best boutiques this side of the Rockies. Their designers and buyers are very talented. It’s one of those hidden treasures you find only once in a while.









where to eat






Cherry Hill Pie Pantry. 1247 S. Main St.; (801) 451-7437. Of course the highlight of this shop is the selection of homemade fruit pies––especially cherry––but they serve a variety of other items: ice cream, cookies, wraps, sandwiches, etc. Come in for an afternoon of downright good food. $




Joanie’s Restaurant. 286 N. 400 West; (801) 593-0374. If you’re craving a home-cooked breakfast to start your day, Joanie’s is the place to get it. You won’t go away hungry! $






















day trip 02
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trains, planes & dinosaurs:
clearfield, ogden













Clearfield and Ogden are a relatively short distance from one another, but they present a tale of two cities with very different pasts whose futures today are tied together. Take a mix of farming, manufacturing, and local business, throw in a heavy dose of military might and even a Navy Depot (where’s the water, guys?), and you have the makings for a very interesting day trip. The colorful and rich rail past has also played a significant role in this area. Today as you drive through these cities you come in contact with much of what makes up this region of the Salt Lake Basin and see how it tries to hold onto its past while it “soars” into the future. From the daily jet engines of Hill Air Force base reaching high in the sky to the downtown streets of Ogden (25th Street), you begin to sense how past and present have come together. Just think––there was a day when Al Capone walked out of the train station in Ogden and commented that this place was too wild a town for him! Today Al would find a more tourist-friendly Ogden, but with a preserved architectural past that gives the city a charm all its own.












clearfield




This small but progressive city is situated between the beautiful Great Salt Lake on the west and Hill Air Force Base on the east. Throughout the years Clearfield was known as a quiet and peaceful farming community, but in 1940 construction of Hill Air Force Base began and eventually the facility ran along the town’s eastern border. Clearfield is home to technology, education, commerce, and several nationally known companies. Because of the quality life in this community as well as access to several golf courses, ski resorts, nature trails, and wildlife, Clearfield is one of the fastest growing cities in the nation. Clearfield is also as “A Great Place to Live, Work, and Play!”


[image: north day trip 02 67

37

39 39

172

201

186

108

106

134 167

89

89

89

80

84

84

15

215

15

15

Bountiful

Ogden

Salt Lake City

Farmington

Wasatch-Cache

National Forest

Pineview

Reservoir

G r e a t S a l t L a k e

Layton

Bountiful

Farmington

Ogden

Clearfield

Salt Lake City

N

0 4 8 miles]






getting there




Travel north from Salt Lake City 29 miles and take exit 335. Turn right to Hill Air Force Base or left to Main Street, then left on Main Street for Clearfield City. To go to the Aerospace Museum, go 3 miles further north on I-15 to exit 338 and turn right. You can’t miss it.









where to go




Hill Aerospace Museum. Take the Roy exit 338; 75th ABW/MU, 7961 Wardleigh Rd., Building 1955; Hill Air Force Base; (801) 777-6868 or (801) 777-6818; www.hill.af.mil/library. The museum is located on the northwest corner of Hill Air Force Base, about 5 miles south of Ogden.


Did you ever wonder when you were a kid what it would be like to soar through the skies on a clear, crisp morning? The Hill Aerospace Museum will make you feel almost as though you were flying these planes, as you are allowed to sit in and pretend to “fly” some of the most amazing aircraft ever made. There are more than 90 military aircraft, missiles, and vehicles on the grounds and inside the 2 galleries.


There is also a selection of military vehicles, uniforms, and aerospace ground equipment and thousands of other historical artifacts. They have an array of educational information that can teach visitors about the history, function, and mission of the US Air Force and the importance of Hill Air Force Base in our nation’s defense.


Open 7 days a week from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is free but monetary donations are gratefully accepted. There are 3 days of the year that they actually close: New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. Let’s see how high you can fly––just imagine!












ogden




Ogden will take you to myriad places as you explore, from the serenity and playfulness of the mountains to the eclectic vibe of the famously charming Historic 25th Street. You won’t find any skyscrapers other than mountain peaks: Ben Lomond Peak, Strawberry Peak, and Mt. Ogden.


Ogden was the home to the Great Salt Lake Fremont Indians. After the Fremonts came the Northern Shoshone and Goshute tribes. With the building of Fort Buenaventura by European settlers and the following shortly thereafter of the transcontinental railroad, Ogden became better known. In March of 2002 Sunset magazine named Ogden as the city with the “best access to the outdoors.” Sunset talked extensively about Ogden’s hiking and biking trails and the awesome views from the mountaintops.






getting there




Travel north on I-15 about 35 miles to exit 342 (24th Street). Take a right on Pennsylvania Avenue and remain right onto 24th Street. Stay on 24th Street (you’ll pass Fort Buenaventura Park) until you reach Washington Avenue. Turn right and you are downtown Ogden.


Note: Ogden is one of the Utah towns that threw away the traditional street numbering scheme everyone else in Utah uses. Instead they opted for a more patriotic theme. If you are familiar with the American presidents, then getting around shouldn’t be a problem. Ogden is bordered to the north by North Ogden City, to the south by South Ogden City, to the west by West Haven, and to the east by the Wasatch Mountain Range. The streets in Ogden from west to east are named after the American presidents, starting with one of the main roads, Washington Boulevard on the west side of town, and ending with Buchanan Avenue on the east side of town. Roads from north to south are numbered starting with 1st Street. Downtown Ogden is located between about 20th Street and 30th Street from north to south and from Wall Avenue to Monroe Avenue from west to east.









where to go






Ogden Nature Center. Follow 1-15 north from Salt Lake then take exit 344 and head east 1.5 miles; 966 W. 12th St.; (801) 621-7595; www.ogdennaturecenter.org. If you are searching for a little bit of nature amongst the crowd and concrete you’ll find many wonderful adventures here. Located in the heart of Ogden, this 152-acre nature preserve and education center boasts several ponds, trails (including the Birdhouse and Habitat trails) for viewing wildlife, and even a tree house. Visitors can choose from a wide variety of workshops and classes that will appeal to all ages, including subjects such as wildlife in Utah, outdoor recreation, conservation, sustainability, birding, photography, and art. There are summer camps, winter activities, and more. Be sure to bring a picnic. Open Mon to Fri 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sat 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.




Ogden/Weber Convention and Visitors Bureau. 2438 Washington Blvd.; (801) 778-6250 or (866) 867-8824; www.ogden.travel. If you go to the website, there is free Guidebook for Ogden that you can download, which is a great way to find all the hidden treasures Ogden has to offer. You can also pop in to the Visitors Bureau, where they are more than happy to answer any of your questions (and depending on what you are doing they may just want to tag along). Whatever adventure you are hoping for, you will not be disappointed with Ogden.




Peery’s Egyptian Theater. 2415 Washington Blvd.; (801) 689-8700; www.peerysegyptiantheater.com. If you want to experience some entertainment the whole family can enjoy, you need to visit Peery’s Egyptian Theater. It will feel like you are back in the 1920s, as this historical movie palace has been fully restored to its former glory and offers many exciting and high-end live performances as well as cinema. Presentations include ballet, comedy, Celtic, country, dance, drama, music, film, holiday, classic, international, and more. As a part of the Ogden Eccles Conference Center, Peery’s Egyptian Theater is the cornerstone of the revitalization for the downtown area. They are committed to keeping the arts alive and shining brightly—yes, bright as stars!




Fort Buenaventura. 2550 A Ave.; (801) 399-8099; www.co.weber.ut.us/parks/fortb. Watch out, because you may feel like you’ve stepped back in time… but don’t worry, there are no Indians looking to ambush you. Built in 1845 by fur trapper and horse trader Miles Goodyear and his Ute Indian wife, Fort Buenaventura has since been reconstructed on the original site after much historical and archaeological research. Located on an 84-acre river tract of land near Weber River, many mountain men gathered here annually to trade with the Indian tribes (the legendary rendezvous), trap the rivers for beaver, and live off the land. While visiting you can enjoy camping, picnic areas, canoeing, touring the fort, shopping at the Trading Post, and watching reenactments of the famous rendezvous on special occasions.


Experience the Spring Rendezvous held on Easter weekend each year, which marks the opening of their season. Enjoy the Music Festival, which is 3 full days of a variety of music, food, and fun the first of June. During the month of July the fort offers free outdoor movies with live entertainment 2 hours before sunset. You can take a canoe for a ride, listen to the music, tour the fort, and then relax with your lawn chair or blanket as you watch the movie under big, beautiful stars. Pioneer Skills and Crafts Day Fair is usually held on July 24. Like the Spring Rendezvous, the Labor Day Rendezvous will have a fur trade, trader’s row, primitive camping, shooting contests, canoe races, and much more during the first part of Sept. The Turkey Shoot is held the weekend before Thanksgiving, your lucky chance to dust off the ol’ smoke pole and win yourself some grub. Rifle contests fill the morning with black powder shotguns. Come early and shoot often (is the advice that they give at Fort Buenaventura).




Ogden’s George S. Eccles Dinosaur Park. 1544 Park Blvd.; (801) 778-6250; www.dinosaurpark.org. If you dare, take a look around the Dinosaur Park. You will discover multiple things—some you’ll want to and some you won’t! Keep a look out for Zane the Dino Brain, who will explain the why paleontology is the “Science of Cool.” The Dinosaur Park gives you an extreme, larger-than-life look at the life and times of the fiery dinosaur world. As you walk around the park, you will be up close and personal with the dinosaurs, as if you can feel them moving right behind you (and actually many times they are). As Zane puts it, “These bad boys look REAL—sometimes TOO real.” There is a working paleontology lab, hands-on exhibits, and over 8 acres of life-sized dinosaurs in an outdoor park setting. Children will enjoy digging for fossils, running amongst the beasts, and getting the wiggles out on the playground. Call for hours as they vary by season.




Treehouse Children’s Museum. 347 E. 22nd St.; (801) 394-9663; www.treehousemuseum.org. The Treehouse Museum is known for being a “magical place where children and families step into a story.” The Museum was founded in 1992 by a group of parents, educators, and business leaders who wanted to create a place for families. It has also been a great resource for area schools that have had the privilege of enjoying the exhibits, performances, and other offerings. Exhibits in the imaginative play area are: The Treehouse, The Baby Place, Days of the Knights, Pick up a Stick and Play Music Room, and One World Village. Hands-on literacy exhibits are: Great American Map, Oval Office, Dinosaur Discovery and Color Canyon, The One Room School, Mapping Utah, The Art Garden, Castle Theatre, and Millennium Tales. Have your boys ever wanted to be a knight for the day? If so, this is their opportunity to finally be knighted. Open Mon 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tues to Thurs and Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Fri 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.




East Canyon Resort and Reservoir. East Canyon Reservoir is in East Canyon between I-80 and I-84. To access this beautiful destination you can take UT 66 from Morgan, exit 103 off I-84. Other routes: from the south, UT 65, exit 134 off I-80 in Parley’s Canyon, or the north, exit 115 off I-84 in Henefer. UT 66 follows the north shore of the reservoir, and UT 65 follows the east shore. East Canyon State Park; 5535 S. US 66, Morgan; (801) 829-6866; www.utah.com/stateparks/east_canyon.htm. This popular reservoir drains the Snyderville Basin area, including Park West Ski Resort, and offers many recreational adventures year-round. There are 680 acres to enjoy with boating, year-round fishing, camping, swimming, and much more. Come and be delighted as you relish the heavenly surroundings of this beautiful edifice that is nestled in the mountains of Salt Lake.




Ogden Union Station Foundation. 2501 Wall Ave.; (801) 393-9886; www.theunionstation.org. With the railroad history in Ogden, Union Station stands as a monument. The transcontinental railroad brought many cultural and economic changes to the area. Union Station hosts a multitude of museums and galleries: the John M. Browning Firearms Museum, the Browning Kimball Car Museum, the Natural History Museum, and the Utah State Railroad Museum/Eccles Rail Center (which displays 2 of the largest locomotives ever manufactured anywhere). You can enjoy lunch or dinner at the Union Grill, or shopping at Gifts at the Station or Zephyr Station (model railroad shop). “All aboard” for many fun adventures in the heart of Ogden!




The Junction. 2351 Kiesel Ave. At the heart of central plaza, The Junction is a 20-acre entertainment, residential, office, and retail center, which acts as a gathering place and event venue for the populace. Anchored by a Megaplex 13 movie theater and the Salomon Center, there is much to see and do here.




The Salomon Center. 2351 Kiesel Ave.; (801) 399-4653; www.salomoncenter.com. The center, which has entertainment and extreme adventures, offers multiple activities, including bowling, glow in the dark golf, electric bumper cars, billiards, arcade, indoor surfing (don’t forget your swimsuit), a 55-foot climbing wall, and iFLY—an indoor wind tunnel for skydiving. iFLY is located 2261 Kiesel Ave., Suite 200; (801) 528-5348; www.iflyutah.com. If you want a truly exhilarating and heart-pounding adventure, you need to sign up for just a few minutes of “fly time.” This truly gave us an adrenaline rush just from watching others. It’s not for the faint of heart!









where to shop






Artist & Heirlooms. 115 Historic 25th St.; (801) 699-0606; www.artistsandheirlooms.com. This gallery features fine artwork, antiques, collectibles, jewelry, and home decor. On the first Fri of each month from 6 to 9 p.m., you can meet the artists and listen to live music as you enjoy light refreshments. Open Mon through Sat 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.




Historic 25th Street. 175 Historic 25th St.; (801) 392-7573; www.historic25.com/ogden-25th-street. 25th Street is the center of Ogden’s Historic District. This beautiful area is home to some of the most culturally diverse establishments. You can stroll down the street and talk with the artists at local galleries, meander around a few boutiques, check out a museum, or stop to enjoy some great cuisine. There are more places than you can count, so here are just a few:




Indigo Sage. 195 Historic 25th St., Suite 1; (801) 621-7243; www.indigosagegallery.com. Fun and sassy, elegant and stylish, or rustic and simple––you have found the place for it all. Although they sell home furnishings and decor, they also have small gift items spanning eclectic, European, and mountain luxury. You will be enchanted and inspired as you stroll around this unique store. Open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.




Little Cherry Blossoms. 184 Historic 25th St.; (801) 334-0184; www.littlecherryblossoms.com. The relaxing and kid-friendly atmosphere at this store makes it a pleasure to shop. You will find unique clothing for your children or next baby gift. They also offer creative and educational toys for your children to investigate.




Making Scents. 151 25th St.; (801) 866-0303; www.mkngscnts.com. Making Scents is a wonderful secret. They offer personal bath and body products where you choose the product and fragrance, making it your own personal creation. Open Mon through Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.




Rainbow Gardens. 1875 Valley Dr.; (801) 392-1777; www.rainbowgardens.com. Located at the mouth of scenic Ogden Canyon, Rainbow Gardens is full of novelties, oddities, and collectibles. Visit Planet Rainbow for gift selections of authentic Utah gifts and Olympic memorabilia.




Ume Design. 186 Historic 25th St.; (801) 393-7326; www.umedesigns.com. If you are looking for chic, don’t look any further. This fashion store was named the Best Boutique in the Best of the Beehive Awards. Not only do they offer unique and stylish women’s clothing, but also handbags and gifts. They even have a Happy Planet Place area dedicated to many organic, environmentally friendly products. Open Mon through Sat 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.









where to eat






El Matador Restaurante and Cantina. 2564 Ogden Ave.; (801) 393-3151; http://elmatadorogden.com. You might mistake this charming place for the Alamo as they have reconstructed a wall of the fortress, along with a little village that has the “south of the border” feel. If you’re in love with chips and salsa, you could eat theirs by the bucketful. You will leave having had a truly wonderful experience and you might even pick up some of the language. Open 7 days a week starting at 11 a.m. $




Prairie Schooner Steakhouse. 445 Park Blvd.; (801) 621-5511 or (801) 392-2712; http://prairieschoonerrestaurant.com. Serving up some of the “meanest” steak, seafood, chicken, and prime rib this side of the Rockies, they will have you saying “Howdy, partner” before the evening is out. The Prairie Schooner makes you feel as though you are truly in the Wild West as you dine in a covered wagon next to an open prairie fire. $$–$$$




Roosters Brewing Company and Restaurant. 253 Historic 25th St.; (801) 627-6171; http://roostersbrewingco.com. You will find this to be one of the best gathering places for amazing cuisine, great conversation, and a relaxed atmosphere with an eclectic vibe. Enjoy the unique ambience and outdoor patio, for those beautiful summer evenings and fabulous fall days. You must try the blackened salmon sandwich—our mouths are still watering over that lunch. $




Rovali’s Ristorante Italiano. 174 Historic 25th St.; (801) 394-1070; www.rovalis.com. You will soon be saying “grazie” after enjoying a delicious meal made from one of chef Ro’s many homemade recipes. You will feel as though you have just landed in Italy, and it will leave you wanting more. Most nights they have live music to enjoy as you take in the tastes and smells of this appetizing journey. $




Sonora Grill. 2310 South Kiesel Ave.; (801) 393-1999; www.thesonoragrill.com. Here is a unique type of regional Mexican cuisine, including Utah’s first ever ceviche bar. (Ceviche is seafood marinated and “cooked” in the juices of acidic fruit, and very popular in Latin America.) As you sit down with your appetizers, with chips and assorted salsas, you can really relax at and enjoy the ceviche bar, the full bar, lounge, or the main dining area. The food has an unparalleled freshness and does wonders to please your palate. We truly enjoyed the green salsa they serve before every meal. “Fabuloso!” Open Mon through Thurs 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Fri and Sat 11 a.m. to 11 p.m., and Sun 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. $




Tona Sushi Bar and Grill. 210 Historic 25th St.; (801) 622-8662; www.tonarestaurant.com. You will definitely feel pampered as you experience the culinary delights that take place here. Sit at the sushi bar and watch the chef’s creations unfold, or dine in the main area––the socks-only guest room. Open Tues through Sat. $




Union Grill. 2501 Wall Ave.; (801) 621-2830; www.uniongrillogden.com. After almost 20 years, family-friendly Union Grill in Historic Union Station has some of the most scrumptious cookery you will find. Assorted and healthy, but truly delightful, this is a place you won’t want to miss. Open Mon through Thurs 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Fri and Sat 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. $
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