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A Climber’s Guide to Glacier National Park

A guidebook is not a substitute for mountaineering skill, nor can it make climbing safe for those who do not practice the principles of safety. Inexperienced climbers are urged to avail themselves of the instruction given by the various mountain clubs before trying difficult ascents.

REMEMBER TO REGISTER WITH THE PARK RANGERS
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Strolling up Mt. Altyn in early June. Mt. Wilbur in background
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Two thousand vertical feet of class 3 terrain — Brian Kennedy









Foreword

J. Gordon Edwards is the patron saint of climbing in Glacier National Park. He is the focal point around which experience about climbing in this special place has collected. By profession, J. Gordon Edwards is a scientist. By style, he is a naturalist and a teacher. A Climber’s Guide to Glacier National Park is a treasury of material opening up not only the high, secret passageways to Glacier’s hidden valleys and cathedral peaks, but shares the wealth of myth and history that have been attached to this special place by the people whose lives have been touched by these high summits.


When I reflect on the significance of Gordon Edwards, both principal author and editor of this guide, two strong images come to mind:


The first image is of Gordon on a mountain slope, always looking up, attentively studying the rock above for routes, unseen delights, and dangers.


The second image is of Gordon, often joined by his wife Alice and daughter Jane in the Swiftcurrent Motor Inn Coffee Shop, surrounded by Glacier enthusiasts. I like to think of it as the Swiftcurrent “cracker barrel” where Glacier news is being discussed. Sometimes Gordon tells stories or offers route information, but more often, he is listening to another’s story about a hike or climb, collecting information about a climb that is new to him, or speculating about a new route. What is important is not who is there, or what is said, but the celebration of the special place—Glacier National Park!


J. Gordon Edwards’ love affair with Glacier National Park began in the late 1940s when he took a job as a park ranger-naturalist. Initially, he climbed to collect exotic insects at the mountaintops, but soon it became evident that his enjoyment of climbing was an end in itself.


Both his wife Alice and daughter Jane have been lifelong climbing companions. Alice began climbing because she worried less when she came along. But she quickly developed a pleasure for climbing that over the years has included climbing all of the 10,000-foot peaks in the park. Jane began following in the “family footsteps” at about the age of eight.


Impressed by the enthusiasm and accomplishments of the Edwards family, many of his park service colleagues encouraged Gordon to compile route descriptions. Descriptions first became available as mimeographed sheets at ranger stations. Year by year, descriptions grew in number until the climber’s guide that was published by the Sierra Club.


With passing time, Gordon has become more editor than writer as other climbers, inspired by his enthusiasm and example, have submitted routes for consideration. The guide that exists at this time offers a wide variety of detailed routes, sharing with us the experience of many different types of climbers with varying skill levels and physical abilities.


The aim of this guide is to present routes that are interesting to a broad range of climbers. Some of the routes included here are extremely challenging. But there are also a variety of detailed route descriptions that are less hazardous, but do not just send people up scree slopes. One of the key elements of this guide is that the choice of routes is motivated as much by such factors as hidden cirques, high ridges, hidden animal trails, and fantastic views, as by challenging rock.


What is most important to me is the overriding perception that Gordon has brought to the sport of climbing in Glacier National Park. He enjoys the entire mountain environment and attempts to share that broader enthusiasm with all of us who seek guidance from this climbing guide. He guides our hearts as well as our hands and feet. My own personal understanding and appreciation of Glacier has been profoundly molded by J. Gordon Edwards’ perception of Glacier.


In this edition, there are many who deserve to be recognized for their efforts in the completion of the guide. But most important to Gordon, has been the considerable assistance he has received from his daughter, Jane.


Glacier National Park is a very special place. The Glacier Park horizon fuels the imagination, inviting the adventuresome spirit to explore beyond the roads and trails, allowing the curious to better know what lies on the horizon.


These “shining mountains” have been a sacred place for as long as there has been a human presence along this section of the Continental Divide. A Climber’s Guide to Glacier National Park is a chronicle of this very special place. Throughout its pages, it gives us the benefit of insights that Gordon Edwards has collected during a good portion of his life.


You will enjoy this new edition of A Climber’s Guide to Glacier National Park. Whether you are reading it to plan out a route for a specific climb, or as a way of passing a dreamy winter evening in an easy chair, let its words caress your imagination like a cool, suggestive breeze. Permit the images to inspire you to explore with Gordon’s guidance. Allow yourself to be drawn into the magic of Glacier National Park. It will touch your life in special ways.


ROLF LARSON








GLACIER NATIONAL PARK


A Mecca For Mountaineers

The mountains of Glacier National Park offer supreme experiences for all hikers and mountaineers. There are wonderful ascents for those whose main objective is simply to revel in the majesty of tremendous surroundings, as well as sheer walls for the most experienced technical climbers. The rock is very old, and the huge sweeping mountainsides are usually composed of hundreds of fractured little cliffs, interspersed with scree-covered shelves. Other extensive slopes are entirely made up of talus or scree, but mountaineers can gain elevation rapidly by ascending dry watercourses or by traversing to firm-walled couloirs or giant staircases up rocky ribs and ridges. Above the ledges and scree slopes there are usually steep cliffs rising almost to the summits. Those soaring rock faces present an abundance of challenges to qualified climbers equipped with ropes, pitons, chocks, and carabiners. They are very similar in structure and difficulty to the rock faces of the European Alps and Dolomites. High up on the massive mountainsides, usually nestled in ancient glacial cirques, are more than sixty small glaciers, and the north and eastern faces of many of the peaks are liberally sprinkled with sparkling snowbanks and snow-fields even in late summer. Snowstorms may occur at any time during the short summer season, and during most of July and the first half of August the cool clear air offers refreshing relief from the hot lowlands from which most park visitors have recently escaped.


The broad valleys where prehistoric glaciers once ground deep are now filled with lush forests and punctuated by chains of lovely clear lakes. Many valleys are accessible by human trails, about 700 miles of which are maintained by the National Park Service. Equally enjoyable are the extensive meadows extending into the eastern valleys (Cut Bank, St. Mary, Swiftcurrent, and Belly River) and stretching unbroken for hundreds of miles across the rolling prairies east of the park.


These unspoiled surroundings are enjoyed by humans and wildlife alike; quantities of large mammals make their home within the park. Several hundred Rocky Mountain goats and bands of bighorn sheep roam the high rocky slopes and ledges. About 3,000 wapiti, or American elk, inhabit the more remote valleys and hillsides, maintaining the well-worn trails that often provide mountain climbers with easy approaches which would otherwise require many hours of tiresome bushwhacking. There are more black bears in Glacier than in Yellowstone, but most of them are exceedingly shy during the daytime and remain by choice in areas far from noises and fumes. Grizzlies are also numerous and can be found in all areas of the park. Black bears seldom attack people unless teased or in fear of danger to their cubs, but grizzlies are surly animals with little fear of man, and should be avoided whenever possible. All animals should be treated with respect and none should be approached. Walking about in the dark poses the danger of stumbling into porcupines, which are common at night near back-country campgrounds.


A constant companion of those who explore above timberline is the inquisitive marmot. As you travel through the alpine meadows, a relay of long, shrill whistles precedes you as each marmot within earshot repeats the warning that a non-marmot is approaching. Smaller mammals that also abound in the park are chipmunks, ground squirrels, pikas, wood rats, snowshoe hares, beavers, and tree squirrels. Less abundant are the weasels, martens, otters, fishers, skunks, foxes, coyotes, lynxes, mountain lions, and wolverines. In recent years the wolves have increased in numbers and are the object of much interest and scientific study. Wherever you travel, from the deepest valleys to the highest summits, you will never be alone. Countless eyes will be upon you and dozens of noses will test the air as you approach. Some of the wild creatures can scarcely resist the delicious odors emanating from human lunches and may appear almost fearless as they edge closer and closer. Articles of clothing should never be left unguarded along the trail, for marmots and porcupines enjoy gnawing on anything that has been flavored by the salts of perspiration.


At least 250 different kinds of birds have been recorded in the park, and in a single outing a competent ornithologist is likely to observe as many as thirty or forty of them. Most of these birds depend upon insects for a large part of their diet, as do also the fish which abound in most lakes and streams within the great valleys. Reptiles and amphibians are rare, and there are no poisonous snakes at all, probably because of the shortage of suitable food (since they do live in some nearby areas that must be just as cold and snowy as any place in Glacier National Park). To keep the ecological relationships balanced there must naturally be tremendous numbers of insects present, and certainly more than 4,000 species are represented in the local fauna. Occasionally hordes of horse flies, deer flies, black flies, or snipe flies will swarm over hikers along the trails or on the mountainsides and make life temporarily miserable. Fortunately, none of those bloodsuckers feed after dark, so one may still get a good night’s sleep in the area. Mosquitoes are even more abundant at times, and sometimes will hum musically about your face at night or at first light of dawn. A bottle of good insect repellent should always be included with the equipment carried by mountaineers, and liquids or creams are recommended over sticks and sprays.


Only about eighteen different kinds of trees are known in Glacier, but there are more than thirty additional species of shrubs and bushes. Many of the latter bear edible berries, and in late summer when the whortleberries are ripe it is difficult to hurry any hiking party through those thickets (they usually emerge from the back country with purple mouths and fingers). Over a hundred different kinds of wildflowers may be seen during any visit to Glacier National Park, many of them in such profusion that they impart their colors to vast areas of the landscape. The most abundant and showy of these at medium to high elevations are the yellow glacier lilies, white globe-flowers, red paintbrush, bright blue phacelia, and (in late summer) brilliant purple asters. In the eastern meadows, huge yellow-orange Gaillardia heads and masses of blue lupines predominate. The great three-foot-high heads of white lilies known as “beargrass” (Xerophyllum tenax) bloom around Lake McDonald in June and follow the season altitudinally, so the high meadows above timberline become a waving white blanket of them by late July.


Books concerning the natural history and geology of the park are on sale at hotels, stores, and ranger stations throughout the area. Publications of value to hikers and climbers are also listed below, including many that have long been out of print but may be enjoyed by “Glacierites” in libraries across the nation while they are making preparations for expeditions in that great national park.









Leave No Trace

Steve Frye, Chief Ranger


With the 1995 revision and reprinting of A Climber’s Guide to Glacier National Park, it is important to stress the need for all climbers to recognize their responsibilities regarding the protection of the magnificent resource that is Glacier National Park. Climbing and scrambling in the park continue to grow in popularity. The challenge is how to allow these activities to continue, yet preserve the naturalness and integrity of the plant and animal communities.


The ideas of minimum or low impact use are collected in a national program called Leave No Trace that calls on all users of backcountry and wilderness areas to limit the impacts of their visit. Human waste, litter, disturbance of wildlife, destruction of plant communities, and the subsequent development of informal trails and soil loss are all cause for concern. Increasing numbers of people have created crowding problems in some areas, destroying the solitude many have come to seek. Route marking as with paint and cairns have compromised the wild character of many areas.


Alpine areas are especially vulnerable to human use. Impacts associated with human use are cumulative and landscapes may take decades to recover. Without the cooperation and understanding of all off-trail users, the success of protective measures will be limited. Leaving no trace requires a positive, respectful attitude toward the wild country you are entering.


Once you leave the maintained trail to travel cross-country or to begin a climb, carefully choose your route. Try to avoid fragile areas such as wet meadows or streamsides and travel on durable surfaces such as rock, snow, or unvegetated areas. Small groups of four to six people create fewer impacts to vegetation, wildlife, and other users than larger groups, and they are safer. Spread out when walking over vegetation; repeated trampling can damage or kill plants. Scree sliding may be fun but it is extremely destructive to fragile vegetation and can accelerate erosion.


The park staff prepared the following list of plant community sensitivity to assist you in evaluating the suitability of routes. To minimize damage, select a route that travels over snow and durable surfaces and avoids vulnerable plant communities.




Most Durable


Stable talus: level or stable talus and boulder fields with high lichen cover and few plants.


Dry ledges: areas with thin soil, either bedrock outcrops or relatively level alpine cobble (flat stable rocks with soil between).





Durable

Krummholtz: dwarf or windswept conifer islands.


Meadow: moist to dry meadows, dominated by relatively robust herbaceous species: asters, fleabane, paintbrush, glacier lily, and grasses and sedges. These areas may be more susceptible when they are just emerging from snowpack.


Cushion plant: low-growing, mat-like plants, often on windswept ridges or steep slopes: moss campion, draba, and phlox.





Vulnerable

Heath: low shrubs of heath and heather.


Tundra: turf (dense plant cover) less than 6" high, moist until late into the year; dominated by grasses, sedges, and dwarf willow.


Unstable talus: scree slopes with sparse vegetation—very susceptible to damage or uprooting.


Wet ledges: seeping water running over rock; mosses, saxifrage and plants in crevasses.





Most Vulnerable

Saturated soil: mossy streambanks, boggy sites, wet meadows; characterized by monkey flowers, sedges, saxifrages, and moss.




A backcountry permit is required for all overnight trips. Although most climbing is done as a day trip or from one of the designated backcountry campgrounds, a limited number of undesignated site permits are given. These permits are a special privilege with specific rules and considerations. When you are issued a permit for an undesignated site, you will also receive additional information on campsite selection and bear safety. Every effort will be made to disperse users.


Climbers need to be particularly cautious regarding bear encounters as climbing routes frequently involve brushy areas or isolated locations where you may surprise unwary animals. Make plenty of noise and always give bears and all other wildlife plenty of room. Never approach any wild animals; keep food and garbage away from them. Bear resistant food containers are available for camps in areas where no trees are available for hanging food.


Please pack out all garbage and litter. Bury human waste at least 200 feet from water when soil is present; when soil is absent, waste will degrade faster when spread out in the open air on rocks. Bum toilet paper or pack it out. Try to urinate on rock or snow, so animals will not dig or paw to get the salt, thus destroying vegetation and causing soil erosion.


Wear the lightest boot you can safely climb with, as studies have shown heavy boots with lug soles more readily damage moist soils. Bring flat-soled shoes or sandals for around camp. Try to leave as little evidence of your visit as possible. Ribbons, paint, and tree blazes should never be used as trail or route markers. Temporary cairns or ducks may be helpful, but should never be left behind after the climb. Never pull embedded rocks to construct markers, as this may destroy adjacent plants and accelerate soil erosion.


A major modification in this edition of A Climbers’s Guide resulted from the closure of an area around the east approach to Chief Mountain by the Blackfeet Tribe to minimize disturbance to religious activities. This has resulted in the closure of the Chevron or Humble oil road as a short route to the base. Please respect this closure. No portion of the mountain or any of the climbing routes are closed. The road closure just means a little longer and more arduous approach.


Heavy usage of the Logan Pass area and special concern for rare or threatened species of plants has led to the publication, by the park, of approach routes to Mt. Clements, Mt. Reynolds, and Mt. Oberlin that avoid sensitive habitats. Please use these approaches for all the routes, except when the area is snow covered. Seasonal closures may also affect available routes.


Read the bear and other safety warnings in the park newspaper, Waterton Glacier Guide, for the most recent information. Remember that if an accident should occur, a rescue effort may be many hours or even several days away. Come prepared for such emergencies. We hope you have a safe and enjoyable visit to the park whether you are climbing or not. It is important for all of us to “leave no trace” during our visit to Glacier so that the beauty and wildness may be enjoyed by present and future generations.
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The inspiring west face of Kinnerly Peak looms above Upper Kintla Lake—Glacier National Park photo
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Climbers nearing a pristine summit—Glacier National Park photo









Preface

Americans continue to display an increasing interest in the sport of mountaineering. The climbs of Mount Everest, K2, Annapurna, Nanda Devi, Nanga Parbat, Kanchenjunga, Makalu, Dhualagiri, Aconcagua, Yerupaja, Salcantay, St. Elias, Logan, McKinley, and (most recently) Mt. Tyree in the Antarctic have engaged the attention of the entire civilized world. Such high adventures as these lead climber’s too far afield and are too costly and gruelling for any but the most highly trained and well-financed mountaineers. Fortunately, one need not travel to the Himalayas, Cordillera Blanca, Antarctic, or Alaska to experience climbing challenges. Many of the men who have participated in major mountaineering campaigns attest that there is much more pleasure to be derived from their climbs of smaller peaks in milder areas, where weather is less severe and where highly organized caravans of porters are not required. Many Europeans travel to our continent to test their skills in the rugged Tetons of Wyoming, the great volcanoes of our Pacific Northwest, the massive Canadian Rockies, and the remote ranges of Alaska and the Yukon Territory. The stupendous walls of Yosemite Valley are perhaps the ultimate arena in the world for technical rock-climbing, but in every mountainous region of North America climbers will find walls of rock suitable for mountaineering adventures involving ropes, pitons, chocks, carabiners, and an occasional expansion bolt. Other mountaineers find equally challenging the densely vegetated slopes capped by steep ridges and couloirs of less-solid rock that may require more stamina and perseverence than the ascents in some of the regions mentioned above. It is this type of mountaineering that characterizes most of the climbs in Glacier National Park, although an abundance of class 5 and 6 climbs are available for capable climbers who relish nights spent hanging from cliff faces thousands of vertical feet above the verdant valleys.


What does the climber gain from his activities in the spectacular heights he seeks to gain? What satisfaction from the “conquest” of a challenging summit? Perhaps the reader would not have picked up this book unless some of the answers were known already. No person who has yet to discover the pleasures of climbing can possibly be aware of the intangibles associated with a day on the mountain. In addition to the exhilaration from outdoor exercise and the pleasure of coping successfully with obstacles, there is usually a spiritual exultation also. If the challenging hours culminate in the attainment of a cherished goal they become especially significant. George Leigh-Mallory (of Everest fame), seeking to express feelings shared by most climbers, asked: “Have we vanquished an enemy?”… then quickly answered: “None but ourselves!” Whatever the reasons for climbing, there has been a steady increase in the numbers of men and women who search out the pleasures known only to those who explore the wild lonely summits and wonder at the vastness of their surroundings.


It is important that these people learn correct climbing procedures, thereby increasing their pleasure while almost eliminating the dangers which laymen generally associate with mountaineering. Instruction and supervision is offered by a great many outdoor organizations, such as: Adirondack Mountain Club (Albany), Alpine Club of Canada (Toronto), American Alpine Club (New York), Appalachian Mountain Club (Boston), Chemeketans (Salem, Oregon), Chicago Mountaineering Club, Chinook Outdoor Club (Canada), Colorado Mountain Club (Denver), Dartmouth Mountaineering Club, Glacier Mountaineering Society (White-fish, Montana), Harvard Mountaineering Club, Iowa Mountaineers (Iowa City), Maryland Mountain Club, Mazamas (Portland), Seattle Mountaineers, Sierra Club, Spokane Mountaineers, Stanford Alpine Club, Washington Alpine Club, and the Yale Mountaineering Club. Climbers are sociable people who are always ready to welcome new converts and share knowledge about how to most safely enjoy their spectacular sport. Attending their meetings or sharing some of their outdoor activities will always be entertaining and valuable to participants, and subscribing to their publications will help support those groups as well as bring pleasure to the readers.


Hopefully this little book will further encourage appreciative men and women to ascend the wild steep slopes and walk the long high ridges of Glacier National Park. Surely an abundance of pleasant memories will then haunt them all the rest of their lives! The architecture of the mountains in Glacier Park is so unique as to require a distinctive approach and attitude on the part of the mountaineers who wish to enjoy the climbs there. Two key adjectives that apply again and again in this park are “massive” and “great.” The entire park is built of massive layers of stone, and those who relish long exposed leads on homogeneous igneous rock may not feel at home on the cliffs here. The great sheer faces are quite similar to those of the Austrian Alps and comparable in some cases even to the famous European Eigerwand. Many climbers do not desire such supreme challenges, however, and will traverse on shelves and ledges while seeking the best route up through the next cliff. Unless the climber deliberately chooses routes demanding tight belays or direct aid, orinvolving hazardous snow and ice work, superb alpine techniques are seldom essential here. Most mountaineers in Glacier National Park are likely to enjoy just “getting up high” more than facing horrendous challenges or piling stupendosity upon spectacularity.



[image: fig_19_1.jpg]
Ptarmigan, or Alpine Grouse, live only above tree line. This female remained on her nest of eggs while covered by eleven inches of fresh snow — J. G. Edwards




Climbing here is pleasant, although strenuous, and elevation is usually gained rapidly (often 2,000 vertical feet per hour). The culmination of the climb comes as you stroll up the final ridge to the summit, breathing in the fresh air while exclaiming over the beauty of the deep green valleys, the surrounding peaks and spires in all directions. The mountaineering experiences are great fun and the summit views are almost always more impressive than anticipated.


The routes suggested in this guide are certainly not the only ways of reaching the summits, but if they are followed carefully and cautiously the ascents should prove to be interesting and often spectacular, without exposing climbers to unnecessary risks. These routes were mostly climbed by the author in person, but in every case where the description was provided by someone else, that source has been indicated. For those who would rather pioneer their own routes there remain hundreds of outstanding climbs in the park that are not described here.


The pleasures of roaming the valleys and peaks are legion, but a lapse of attention or judgment at the wrong time may transform the sunniest and most enjoyable moment of your life into your last one on earth. Please, try to keep that always in mind while among the peaks!



Classification of Climbs

Throughout this guide references are made to the difficulty and hazards of various routes or portions of routes. The following definitions will indicate the approximate difficulty and hazard implied by each of the six classes. This classification is applicable only to the northern Montana Rockies, and does not coincide with the “classes” devised for areas in which the rock is more solid and the hazards are of a different sort. David Brower, in his forward in the original edition of this guide, explained the reasons for using this different system in Glacier National Park. So did Bill March of the National Mountaineering School of North Wales in Off Belay (February 1976).


CLASS 1. Very easy. May be followed by any hiker with average stamina and wearing serviceable footgear. No rock climbing involved.


CLASS 2. Easy. May be climbed by any strong hiker with proper footgear. A few low rock ledges may be present but no dangerous pitches (in good weather).


CLASS 3. Moderate. Small cliffs on the route may be difficult, and steep scree may require great exertion, but there is little danger of physical injury if reasonable caution is exercised.


CLASS 4. Difficult. The route ascends pitches where a fall might be serious or may lead to a long tumble down steep pitches and narrow ledges. The actual climbing may not be very difficult but the potential hazard is great. Rock-climbing experience and proper techniques of belaying are essential to minimize the risk and great care must be taken to avoid any slips.


CLASS 5. Severe. High rock work where pitons may be used and climbers should be roped for safety. Each member of the party should have had previous rock-climbing experience and should be capable of employing correct belaying techniques.


CLASS 6. Very severe. High rock work where pitons must be used for direct support for the climbers during part of the ascent. Much greater climbing skill is required in these mountains than on corresponding cliffs of granite in Yosemite or the Tetons because climbers must be able to evaluate each pitch and hold according to the quality of the rock, rather than simply grabbing any knob or crack for support. Greater knowledge and ability is also required for the placement of pitons and chocks in these sedimentary formations.





Registration of Climbers

Regardless of your level of experience and the difficulty or ease of the planned climb or cross-country trip, always be sure to register at the nearest ranger station or visitor center. Searches will not be initiated unless positive evidence is received regarding overdue climbers, but the registration information is valuable. If the station is unoccupied when you go to register, leave an explanatory note that outlines your plans and indicates when you expect to return. (You can also indicate that you will check out at another ranger station or even make a telephone call to inform the rangers that you are out.) Cooperation between the park and the mountaineers will help assure that enjoyable alpine experiences can continue in Glacier National Park!


If the ranger station is closed when you return there will usually be a box in which you should place a note that you are out and safe. Be SURE you do not forget to sign out in some manner, to avoid having worried search parties out there looking for you after you have left the area. The rangers are very deeply concerned for the safety of each mountaineer. Many of those rangers are mountaineers also and they have personal concern for fellow climbers in their part of the park.


Obviously if you are not climbing alone, there is a great chance that someone in your party will survive accidents and go for help. Solo climbing is discouraged for many other reasons, also, but this alone should be sufficient incentive for climbers to go up the slopes with companions. If there is no way in which you can register for a climb that you impulsively decided to try while far from the ranger station, then you should either get someone else to deliver a note to the rangers stating your intentions very clearly and indicating where you will report upon completion of your climb. It is also wise to notify a close friend or relative and tell them exactly what you intend to do and when you will return.


No matter where or how you register your intentions, it is very important that you do not change plans during the day and go elsewhere. It is also very important that you remember to notify the proper persons upon your return, so the rangers will not be out searching for you in the darkness and the storm.





Routes Among the Peaks

It is hoped that most mountaineers in Glacier National Park enjoy high altitude experiences other than just those that culminate on the very tops of the mountains. Routes such as those discussed near the beginning of each chapter are included for those persons to consider. Many are useful shortcuts to places that require far more time and energy to reach via the lowland trails or humanized passes, but others are simply hikes to interesting places that we think most climbers would enjoy visiting.


The shortcuts between Stoney Indian Pass and Fifty Mountain Camp will surely be well-traveled by climbers in the future, because they save a long half-day of trail hiking between those two locations while at the same time providing the mountaineer with fantastic views and lovely alpine terrain en route. Routes such as the Norris Traverse and the Ipasha Connection provide much longer and even more unique experiences. High altitude game trails such as those from Ptarmigan Tunnel are interesting because they are so scenic, but have added interest when we realize how many centuries the animals have been following those same remarkable routes. The Iceberg Notch serves mountaineers especially well, for they can go directly from Iceberg Lake to Ahem Pass via that notch and thus gain access to Iceberg Peak, Ahem Peak, and Ipasha Peak, or can drop into the head of the Belly River Valley, or can follow the Ipasha Connection to Chaney Glacier, Sue Lake, and Stoney Indian Pass (or Fifty Mountain), or can hike the human trail from Ahem Pass to Canada, or can simply complete a marvelous circular route to the Many Glacier area via Granite Park and Swiftcurrent Pass.


Before attempting any of those routes, be sure to register at the nearest ranger facility. Even though they are not actually climbs to the summits, those routes can be dangerous or deadly, and climbers should always take advantage of the protection gained by registering. Any injury that immobilizes a person while far from traveled trails may prove fatal unless somebody knows where you are and takes action if you do not return in a reasonable length of time. Another incentive to register may be the advantage of learning more information concerning the routes!





The Rocks of Glacier Park

The rocks of Glacier Park are mainly of sedimentary origin and are mostly more than a billion years old. For this reason they are often extremely unsound and fracture unpredictably. There are usually gullies and easy chimneys affording routes through even the most impressive cliffs. Interspersed between the cliffs are ledges covered with small fragments of loose rock (scree). With few exceptions, such ledges, gullies, and chimneys provide relatively safe routes up the peaks. Below the great cliffs there are tremendous accumulations of fallen rock fragments of larger sizes (talus). Throughout Glacier National Park climbers will encounter great talus slopes extending from the forests or alpine meadows up to the cliffs. These slopes are resting at a comfortable pitch and can be safely ascended, descended, or traversed without danger of causing major rock slides. The differentiation between talus and scree is one of size. In this book talus is used only for the great slopes at the mountain base, and scree is for all other accumulations of small rock, sand, and gravel lying loose on the mountainside. When approaching solid rock outcroppings beware of scree, because on a firm surface it functions almost like ball-bearings.


The following rock formations are easily recognized within Glacier National Park:


Cretaceous limestone—A pale, compact formation lying immediately below the Altyn limestone in most parts of the park, hence not usually exposed. Along the eastern edge of the Lewis Range this formation may be examined in many places, the most obvious being the bases of Chief Mountain and Wynn Mountain. In these places a very distinct horizontal line of contact between this rock and the Altyn limestone can be seen even from a distance of more than a mile.


Altyn limestone—A pale buff-colored formation, hard and brittle, exposed only near the eastern edge of the park. It forms the prominent ridge between Many Glacier Hotel and the parking area, the sheer cliffs near the campgrounds at Rising Sun, and the pale rock over which Trick Falls descends. Most of Chief Mountain and Divide Mountain are also composed of this rock. Although it is not encountered on other summit climbs, the Altyn limestone cliffs near Rising Sun and Many Glacier afford excellent places for rock-climbing practice.


Argillites—Red or green shales which approach the hardness of slate. This rock usually splits or fractures easily. The cliffs have deteriorated into tremendous scree slopes on some mountains, down which you can run with amazing speed.


The argillite in the park is of two major types: Appekunny (green) and Grinnell (red). Appekunny argillite lies immediately above the Altyn limestone, the greenish-gray rock strata being at least 2,000 feet in thickness. This sort of rock is prominent in the cliffs of Appekunny Mountain and also occurs just below the bright red Grinnell argillite in most of the peaks near the eastern side of the park. Grinnell argillite is a great formation, nearly 2,000 feet thick, composed of brilliant red strata with occasional thin layers of quartzite interspersed. This rock predominates in most peaks of the Two Medicine area around St. Mary Lake and around Swiftcurrent Lake. It contributes greatly to the sculptural qualities of many mountains in Glacier National Park.


Siyeh limestone—Light gray to dark gray rocks; constitute the major portion of all of the higher peaks in the park. Frequently as much as 4,000 vertical feet of a sheer mountainside may be composed of Siyeh limestone, but faces composed of this material are usually broken into cliffs five to twenty-five feet high, separated by narrow, steep slopes or small scree-covered ledges. The stratified rocks in these cliffs tend to break suddenly under pressure, and all holds should be thoroughly tested before being trusted. Angle pitons or long horizontals may sometimes be used if carefully placed. Despite the broken condition of the Siyeh limestone exposures, the slope is usually still very steep, and a slip from one of the small ledges might result in a bounding fall of several thousand feet. The structure of these ledges usually prevents good belays, so the best method of climbing here is simply to recognize the danger and climb slowly and with great individual care.


Diorite sill—Dark greenish-black crystalline rock of an igneous origin (formerly molten because of subterranean heat). This intrusion between sedimentary strata occurs within the Siyeh formation, forming a dark band across the face of Mt. Gould, Mt. Wilbur, Mt. Cleveland, Mt. Stimson, and many other major peaks. The band is about 100 feet thick wherever it appears, and may form sheer cliffs. It is easy to climb, however, because of its hardness, excellent handholds, and ability to hold pitons firmly. Immediately above and below the diorite sill there is always about fifteen feet of very pale, easily fractured rock that is poor for climbing. This was originally Siyeh limestone, but has been partly metamorphosed because of its close contact with the molten magma that forced apart the layers of limestone, then intruded between them and cooled to form the present diorite sill. The more or less vertical fissures up through which the molten magma was extruded were also composed of that dark igneous rock after it cooled. Many of the deep, narrow notches in ridge tops in the park are places where the vertical “dikes” of diorite have weathered more rapidly than the strata of limestone on either side.


Reef of fossil algae (stromatolites)—A pale gray formation up to sixty feet thick, running throughout the Siyeh limestone formation, sometimes above and sometimes below the diorite sill. This is actually an extensive fossilized reef of Proterozoic algae, which thrived in the shallow sea here more than a billion years before the uplift occurred. The rock is easily recognized because it is composed of concentric circles, each rosette being the remains of a separate colony of algae of the genus Collenia. These colonies may be a yard or more in diameter, and they superficially resemble large heads of lettuce but are composed of extremely hard stone with a very sharp, rough, abrasive surface. Fortunately, the reef is not as difficult to climb as might be expected at first sight, and it will accept pitons well.


Purcell lava—A dark brown or black consolidation of lava that flowed through surface vents before this area was uplifted from the sea. This magma reached the surface in several regions, and is now visible at Granite Park, Boulder Pass, near Fifty Mountain Camp, and on Thunderbird Mountain. On Thunderbird it creates a formidable cliff more than 200 feet high, running the entire length of the mountain, below the long summit ridge. (The lava atop Rainbow Peak is believed to represent a separate flow, millions of years later.)


Other formations—There are a few other types of rock exposed, including the Shepard formation of quartzite-bearing material above the Purcell lava in some places, such as the Logan Pass meadows, and the red Kintla formation above the Siyeh formation in some of the high peaks in the northwestern part of the park. None of these other formations need be discussed here, for they closely resemble in color, hardness, and texture, formations already described, and they never interfere with the ascent of any of these mountains.






Consider These Other Factors


Weather Conditions—Glacier’s mountains are big enough to make their own weather as well as to conceal the approach of weather fronts until they are almost upon you. Very severe storms can come up very quickly. Be prepared for such disagreeable developments by carrying extra food, warm clothing, and emergency bivouac equipment, especially on overnight trips into the back country. Summer snowstorms are interesting, and they enhance the scenery, but they sometimes last for two or three days, even in July and August, and make off-trail travel exceedingly hazardous if not impossible. Plan for the worst and hope for the best!


Lightning—Because the weather can change so unexpectedly in these mountains, climbers often find themselves high above the valley when thunderheads suddenly appear over the western ridge. They must be aware of the hazards and select the lesser of many evils. Stay out of gullies and couloirs, because precipitation will bring down much rock fall. Stay away from ridges and summits, because that is where most lightning strikes. Resist the temptation to get into caves or semicaves, for it has been demonstrated that the electrical charge from the ceiling of a cavern or an overhang often passes to the floor through the body of any person crouching there. (It is better to be soaked than stroked.) The charge of a strike of lightning disperses over the surface of the mountain, rapidly diminishing the further it goes from the point of impact. If a person crouches low on the surface carrying the charge, and has only his feet on the ground, he may not feel it at all. If, however, several parts of the body are in contact with the surface then it may serve as an alternate route for part of the charge. If lightning is imminent (as indicated by the approach of thunderheads, by whining or buzzing sounds around the summit, by the hair standing on end, by St. Elmo’s fire around the nearby boulders, or by the obvious proximity of lightning strikes in the area), then the climber should get away from the ridges and peaks as rapidly as possible, should lower his profile by crouching while running down the slopes, and should not carry erect metallic objects that may attract electricity. Of course it would be even better to be able to predict such adverse weather far enough in advance to avoid getting into such situations at all.


Loose rock—-As a result of the structure of the mountains here, climbing parties can often be fairly large and the members unroped, or roped only rarely. This creates a special danger from falling rock, the most common danger to the rock climber. We recommend the following advice, taken from the Manual of Ski Mountaineering. Weather is a frequent cause of rock fall; rocks are brought down by change of temperature and resultant splitting action of intermittent freezing and thawing, as well as by heavy rain. Rock falls occur on all peaks, particularly in gullies and chutes. Areas of frequent rock fall may be indicated by abundant fresh scars on the rock walls, fine dust on the talus piles, or lines, grooves, and rock-strewn areas on snow beneath cliffs. A more immediate cause of rock fall is carelessness in climbing by both man and beast.


Warning of a rock fall, if detected, should be a vigorous cry, Rock! Other warnings are whistling sounds, a grating, a thunderous crashing, or sparks where the rocks strike at night. The immediate action is to seek cover—if one can move and if cover is available. If not, the climber should watch the falling rock, present his narrowest profile, and not commit himself until he knows he is in direct peril. Otherwise he may move into the path of a falling rock by blindly or prematurely trying to avoid it.


Rock fall danger is minimized by judgment and choice of routes. Clean and careful climbing will reduce it further. Holds should be tested before use by striking with the heel or hand or foot, but not with such vigor or indiscretion as to launch loose rock on the party below. Careful appraisal will prevent many insecure rocks being stepped on or grasped. Many insecure rocks should deliberately be moved into safe position so as to avoid accidental falls due to action of the rope or careless movement. The body will not brush rock loose if it is properly balanced—away from the rock. The rear foot is a bad offender, and the climber should be sure, as he brings it forward, that it does not kick rocks.


When a large party is climbing, slopes with loose rock on them may be negotiated safely in several ways. Disperse the party so that no individual ever climbs while directly above another. The uppermost climbers should always stop moving when one of the following persons is beneath him, and wait until the lower climber moves out of the line of potential rockfall. The lower climbers should, however, protect themselves by being constantly aware of the location of those higher on the mountain and by reducing the hazard by being prepared to quickly take shelter or evasive action. Too often the warning calls from above are not heard because of wind or the sound of nearby rock movement. (Even when climbing alone a climber should keep looking up and listening intently at all times … and should never stop to rest in places that might be raked by spontaneous rockfall.)


Fortunately, most of the large rocks in Glacier National Park are rather flat and do not travel far down the slope. As they bounce, they usually fracture into even smaller flat slabs that soon come to rest. A flat slab will sometimes get on edge, however, and roll like a wheel, even changing direction and rolling laterally across the slope forunexpected distances, so it is essential to be aware of such hazards. Compared with other mountain ranges, the distance covered by falling or rolling rocks is very much shorter here than elsewhere. On the other hand there is more loose rock hanging from the slopes here than anywhere else!


When the party must all ascend the same narrow couloir, bounding rocks cannot be avoided by those lower in the gully. The safest procedure is to ascend (or descend) such couloirs one person at a time, while everyone else waits off to one side. Those above should not be above the gully, obviously, and those below should be under protective walls out of harm’s way. This does slow progress, but often it is welcomed because it permits time for a drink or a snack, or for picture-taking and a leisurely look around. If parallel gullies are available, both can be climbed simultaneously. If there are only two or three people in the party another possible procedure is for them to climb side by side in the couloir, or at least so close to each other that any dislodged rock will not gain momentum before reaching someone else. There are many times when the leader warns followers of a hazard and they can reach a safe position to the side while he takes the risky move. Remember, of course, that a goat or sheep above, or a gust of wind, may trigger rockfall that sweeps down the gully. In such an event the persons who can most quickly reach safety beneath a ledge or far out of the center of the gully will be those most likely to avoid injury. Try to anticipate such events at all times, even though they may only occur once a year!


On the great mountainsides which make up a large part of nearly every climb here there are hundreds or thousands of small cliffs and ledges. Parties should never climb straight up such slopes. The recommended technique is to ascend via a long zig-zag route so that there is seldom a time when one climber is directly below another. The leader usually pauses at each directional change to see where the followers are and waits until they are nearly beside him before heading up in the opposite direction. As the leader passes briefly above them the followers (who must protect themselves at all times) halt in safe places. If the followers are not near any safe places they should ask the climbers above to stop moving for a minute until they can reach a safe place. This procedure quickly becomes understood by everyone in the party, so there is no need for such requests. Each person protects those below, and each person below takes the proper precautions. The party ascends the slopes and the walls of broken cliffs almost as rapidly as it would be climbed by only two or three in a group… and they do it without risking injury to anyone.


When climbing on class 4 cliffs, follow the customary procedures for cliff-climbing elsewhere. It is even more important here, however, that you never climb directly below another climber, for rocks are very frequently dislodged, even by careful climbers. Class 4 pitches often deserve secure rope belays, but in these mountains the belayer often cannot find a place secure enough to enable him to stop a falling companion. Rather than risking a “bolo fall,” with both the belayer and the belayee bounding down the slope on opposite ends of the same rope, it seems preferable for the climbers to remain unroped! Usually the pitches are actually very safe IF adequate care is taken to test all holds before trusting them and IF the climber only moves one hand or one foot at a time while keeping the other three points firm. Of course, when an obviously risky pitch must be belayed the leader (or belayer) can use an anchor piton or can find a solid belay point above the top of the cliff. (Of course, on class 5 and 6 cliffs, climbers must take the same precautions as on cliffs of that difficulty elsewhere, and in Glacier National Park the really great sheer cliffs are composed of relatively solid rock.)


Pitons—Pitons are not often needed in Glacier National Park except on class 5 and 6 pitches. Driving a piton: Study the rock to see if a piton will be likely to weaken the formation. Select a crack that is wide enough to take one-third to one-half of the piton shaft before hammering begins. Select the type and size of piton that the rock will support best, and one that the carabiner can be snapped into after the piton has been driven. While driving, watch the piton to see that it goes in smoothly and to notice if the point hits a dead end. Listen to the sound at each blow; good verticals and horizontals usually go in with a rising pitch (wafers and angles will have no noticeable pitch so long as the ring is swinging free). Drive the piton hard, until the head begins to change shape. The greater the resistance overcome in driving the piton, the firmer it will be. A well-driven piton will withstand a direct outward pull of 1,000 to 2,000 pounds.


On some difficult routes in the park, pitons may have been driven and then left on the cliffs. They may sometimes be useful to later climbers there, but such pitons should always be viewed with great suspicion. Weathering will loosen them in time and only the person who drove it really knows how reliable it was in the first place. Before trusting your life to a piton found embedded in a Montana cliff, be sure it is solid. To test it, strike it with a hammer (or a hard rock) while listening for a rising pitch like a musical saw, rather than a dull “clunk.” (Angle pitons will not provide that reassuring sound, so try to determine how solid they are by striking them in two or three directions to see if they move, by carefully examining the rock into which they were driven, and by testing them with a sling rope. Snap the rope into the carabiner or thread it through the eye of the piton, and grasp the doubled rope at least two feet from the piton. Jerk it vigorously outward, downward, and to each side, while observing the piton.) Generally speaking, a poorly anchored piton is worse than no piton at all. Do not trust them unless you are really certain that they are capable of stopping a fall that may end your life!


Rappelling—The novice rappeller is usually more concerned with where he is going than with where he lays the rope against the cliff as he descends. Actually, he should be very much aware of rocks which may cut the rope, jam it, or be dislodged by it. Rappel slings are an even worse potential hazard, for they weaken rapidly when left exposed to the elements. NEVER use a sling that was left on the mountain by someone else. Rappelling should never be done just “for fun,” because climbing history is filled with stories of deaths resulting from this practice. People fall out of rappels for a number of reasons, all of which can be avoided if the rappeller is well-trained and very careful at all times during the rappel. Due to the relatively high mortality rate, most climbing organizations urge members to rappel ONLY when necessary, and to be extremely careful. Pitons may pull out, sling ropes may fail, bowlines may reverse and pull loose, the rappel rope may be too short, the rope may dislodge a rock that strikes the climber and causes a fall, the rope may be wrenched out of a jammed carabiner, or any of a number of other difficulties may occur, any of which may be fatal.


Snow and ice—Progressive training is just as essential for snow climbing as it is for rock climbing. An improperly handled ice ax can be a great liability. Steep snowbanks have been responsible for a large number of accidents and deaths in Glacier National Park. Once a person starts sliding, it is often impossible to stop unless an ice ax is used for “self-arrest.” Glissading down steep snow may be fun, but should be never be done on slopes that the mountaineer is not familiar with. A good general rule is not to glissade down any slope that you did not walk up recently. Snow ices over badly in late afternoon, often thus becoming deadly, and in early mornings most snow surfaces are as hard as rock but extremely slippery.


Snow fields, snowbanks, and snow chutes abound in Glacier Park all summer, and are often extremely dangerous to cross. Everyone should get a personal introduction to steep snow on Logan Pass, so they will realize how impossible it is to stop themselves when they are sliding without ice axes. When a party not thus equipped is forced to traverse steep snow by kicking steps in it, a good belay should always be used. Otherwise serious injury or death may result when a kick-hole breaks out or a climber loses his or her balance. Mountaineers with ice axes can safely cross, ascend, or descend almost any snow surface in Glacier National Park IF they know how to use the ax for support, for belays, and especially for selfarrest. For those who have not had previous training or experience with them, and who have not read detailed instructions in other books, the following condensed instructions may be useful. Practice these moves on a safe slope (with a gentle “run-out” at the bottom) before facing serious challenges on the mountain. Another hazard which should be emphasized is that of a person being struck by rocks that slide down the snow silently and strike climbers on the snow OR JUST BELOW THE SNOW! When someone is getting water at the bottom of a snowfield it is wise for someone else to keep looking up, so the water gatherer can be warned if a rock is sliding down the snow.
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Ice axes and nylon rope are essential for much climbing in early summer—Robert Megard




When traversing gentle snow slopes, always hold the ax in your uphill hand and lean on it to prevent yourself from slipping. The thong should be around your wrist while on steep snow so that it will not be lost down the slope for any reason. If you fall and begin sliding it is often possible to stop yourself by simply digging the end of the shaft in and dragging it, but if any momentum has been gained, that will not work. The self-arrest may then be accomplished as follows: kick around until you are sliding feet first down the snow while lying on your back, with the left arm extending across the chest and that left hand gripping the ice ax head where the handle is attached (with the palm of the hand on top of the head and the thumb and fingers extending downward around the head at that point). The long point of the head should be extending out beyond the little finger (i.e. forward), and the right hand should hold the shaft at the middle. Then you slowly roll over toward your left, with the hand holding the ax head just a little above your right shoulder. As you roll onto your stomach, the long point of the head begins to scrape the surface of the snow. Your right shoulder and right side press down on the wooden shaft while your left hand directs the point into the snow (with your thumb UP). Take it easy, because if you dig the point in too abruptly the ax may be jerked out of your hands! (It should be noted that you may reverse the instructions given here, if you prefer to hold the head with the right hand across your chest and roll over toward your right side.) Practice this technique on a steep slope with a safe “run-out” at the bottom before you are forced to use it on dangerous ice and snow.


To traverse steep snow safely, hold the ice ax in the same grip as for selfarrest. Keep the thong around your wrist so that if you fall you can quickly assume the self-arrest position. If you are traversing toward your left, hold the head in your left hand and the shaft in your right hand. Take two “kick-steps,” digging the uphill sides of the feet into the snow crust, then keep the feet firmly in position while leaning slightly forward and placing the bottom of the ice ax shaft into the snow above and in front of the left foot. While keeping slight pressure down on the ice ax shaft with both hands, move the right foot and then the left foot forward again, kicking their uphill edges into the snow crust again. If a foot slips, lean harder on the nearly-vertical ax handle and it will usually stop you on the spot. If you slip so far that the handle slants and pulls out, you still have the perfect selfarrest grip on the ax with both hands and can quickly halt your slide using the technique described above.


When traversing to your right across a steep slope, hold the ax in the same manner as above, but move the ax after your right foot has been kicked into place. When moving in this direction, your right arm extends across the front of your body and grips the middle of the ice ax shaft (the left hand still grips the head in the self-arrest grip). Lean slightly on the ax while taking another step with your left foot and one with your right foot, then move the ax forward again while keeping both feet motionless. As with left traverses, if the ax handle pulls out it will be easy to use the basic self-arrest technique before you have fallen very far.


Ascending steep snow is very similar to traversing. Hold the ax in exactly the same manner with both hands. Stretch your arms uphill and jam the point of the ice ax handle into the snow there, while keeping the handle nearly vertical and using it as support to prevent you from falling backwards if a foot slips. While leaning lightly on the ax, kick the edges of your boots into the snow crust for two steps. Either use the “herring bone” technique or angle steeply up in one direction or the other. Keep the feet in position while reaching uphill with the ax shaft again. If you have a sudden small slip it will occur while the ice ax handle is stuck into the snow (or is being quickly moved to a higher position and can be quickly jabbed into the snow again). If there is a major fall (as might occur if you are roped to someone else who suddenly slips and yanks you violently into a back-flip down the steep slope) you are still in good shape because you already have the self-arrest grip on the ax and can soon stop yourself and the other person!


Descending steep snow can be accomplished by walking downhill or by glissading (sliding on your feet). Other methods are not highly recommended because they may result in tom clothing. Grip the ice ax head in the same grip as for all the above techniques. As the slope steepens it becomes increasingly difficult to walk down it without slipping. Keep the self-arrest grip on the ax and you will be able to stop if you have a fall. Many mountaineers enjoy glissading by keeping their weight on their heels, with their toes very slightly raised, while gliding down the steep snow. If the slope is so steep or so rough that you cannot stay on yourfeet, use the handle of the ax as a rudder and a brake. Hold the handle at a forty-five degree angle alongside your thigh and lean back on the hand that is gripping the shaft about halfway down. Keep the other hand on the head in the usual self-arrest grip. The harder you lean on the handle, the slower will be your slide. It is customary to zig-zag down the long slopes but a straight swoop down a smooth steep snowfield is graceful, rapid, and exhilarating. As usual, a fall can be terminated quickly by dropping into the self-arrest position. When the slope ends abruptly above cliffs or boulder fields, the first people to the bottom should wait eight or ten feet above the edge of the snow so they can halt or slow the progress of other sliders who may be out of control at that point.


WARNING: The self-arrest technique that is so useful on steep snow will not work on bare ice or extremely hard-surfaced snow. This is why climbers are told not to glissade down slopes they have not recently walked up. Do NOT descend any unknown snow slopes that may be icy near the bottom. Alternative routes are almost always available. If the ice MUST be descended, the leader should be belayed from above while he or she chops large steps in the ice with the ax (make each step angle down and inward, so feet will slip deeper into the step rather than slipping out of it). Climbers who anticipate such pitches should carry reliable ice screws along for use as belay points.


Glacier travel—The glaciers in this park are small in comparison with those in the Pacific Northwest and the Canadian Rockies but they can still be quite hazardous. When those masses of moving ice are forced over a hump in the bed of the glacier and the top must go further than the bottom, the top splits open, forming crevasses. In the winter those great cracks fill with soft snow, and in early summer it is difficult to see any crevasses on the surface of the glaciers in this park. As the season warms the snow melts from the surface and the snow plugging the crevasses melts from below until only a thin layer covers the top of the crevasse. That layer quickly gives way when a person walks onto it, dropping the victim into the crevasse. The victim slips rapidly down the hard, slick walls of the crevasse and is deeply wedged between the converging walls twenty to forty feet below the surface of the glacier. Breathing immediately becomes difficult or impossible, and freezing of the victim proceeds rapidly even if capable of breathing. Climbers should never walk on glaciers unroped unless it is possible to take every step on solid ice that has been exposed when all the snow cover melted away. Only then can the crevasses be seen and avoided, and even then there is the risk of slipping over the lip and falling into one of the crevasses. Travel across glaciers, either snowcovered or bare, is strongly discouraged unless the mountaineer is equipped with an ice ax and knows how to use it correctly. If the ice is snow-covered it is also essential that climbers be roped together and trained in the use of ice ax belays and in the use of prusik cinches to help the fallen climber work his or her way up out of the crevasse while being held firmly on belay by anchored climbers on the glacier’s surface.


Because so few users of this Guide will be climbing on glaciers and because so much space would be required to discuss glacier travel, ice ax belays, tying the knots needed for roping up, tying prusik cinches for self-rescue techniques that might permit a climber to get out of a crevasse, and other crevasse rescue techniques, details will not be covered here. Persons who anticipate glacier traveling must have ice axes and climbing ropes, so presumably they have already had access to instruction or literature dealing with the above topics. When they register for their climb, they can also ask the rangers for details and suggestions. As a general safety precaution, in view of the fact that most glacier crossings in this park will probably be brief, the party can be relatively safe if they advance very slowly across the ice, cross crevassed areas at right angles (so not more than one will fall into the same hidden crevasse), and probe every step of the way with ice axes to detect soft places where the point of the ax handle fails to strike rock-solid ice beneath the snow cover. When hidden crevasses are thus detected, the party can safely detour around them.


Crossing steep slippery slopes—Although the only damage suffered by mountaineers who fall repeatedly while crossing beargrass-covered hillsides or steep slopes of “ball-bearing scree” will usually be injury to the ego or minor scratches, it is nice to avoid such falls if possible. Climbers carrying ice axes have a great advantage. Many carry ice axes specifically for protection on slick slopes of that sort. This is especially valuable for backpackers carrying heavy loads. In addition to avoiding painful slips, those backpackers actually make the load lighter by partially supporting their upper body as they lean on the ice ax with every step. While using the ax for support such as this, do NOT keep the thong around your wrist. (If you fall, it is best to shove the ax aside rather than falling on it!) The support gained is great. Always carry the ax in your uphill hand to minimize the chance of falling downhill on it, and place the point of the handle into solid places above your body, rather than below you where there is a greater possibility of it slipping off and causing you to plunge headfirst down the slope. It is especially important that the thong not be used while climbers are running down scree or steep slopes of mixed vegetation and rock, since there are a great number of slips under those conditions and falling on the ax head must be avoided if possible. The ice ax can also be used while climbing broken cliffy hillsides where steep grassy lodges are encountered between the vertical pitches. The ax must be suspended from the wrist during the actual steep rocky pitches, but it is possible to lay it on a ledge above you frequently (or leave it below and let following climbers pass all the ice axes up at one time). When a grassy slope is at the top of a small cliff there are often no handholds available there. The long point of the ice ax head is very useful there, since it can be pushed into the soil or between rocks and then the handle adjacent to the head is pulled on while the handle itself is held horizontal to the surface of the ledge. Other uses of the ice ax touted by some include stirring hot coffee, opening cans, smoothing the ground while preparing a campsite, substituting for a tent pole, and being wielded as a weapon.


Grizzly bears—Glacier is grizzly country. Use good techniques of watchful awareness of your surroundings and of making your presence known to wildlife around you while far above tree line, just as when in densely forested areas. Climbers should heed the warnings provided in the literature given to all persons entering the park, including the information about behavior recommended in grizzly bear country.


Some of the higher mountains of the park have grizzly bears (often with cubs) roaming about above the 8,000-foot level in July and August (Kintla, Kinnerly, Cleveland, Stimson, and Rising Wolf are notorious examples). They are turning over rocks and eating the larvae of cutworm moths or the spicy adult ladybug beetles that migrate upward by the thousands in late summer. Although bears have not been very hostile under such conditions, climbers should be aware of this behavior and remain alert as they approach ridgetops even though thousands of feet above tree line.





Great Photographers

Almost every mountain climber carries at least one camera and most are quite adept at the art of photography. They often respond to the hushed exclamations evoked by their pictures when projected on the large screen by modestly saying “you couldn’t miss—just point the camera in any direction and shoot.” Well, it MAY be easy to get spectacular kodachromes on mountain summits, but most mountain climbers have surely taken a few that were never shown in public! All admire the TRULY outstanding pictures that occasionally show up at gatherings of climber-photographers and appreciate the skill of those who took them. There are many great photographers who seldom even get to the summits, yet they take thrilling photographs of mountain scenery. Those pictures appear in books, magazines, and newspapers, impressing mountaineers and non-climbers alike, and the names of the photographers become well-known to all mountain-lovers.


A few of the photographers who have been especially effective in portraying the beauty of Glacier National Park deserve special mention in this book. The early artists whose pictures have illustrated numerous publications and brochures are usually cited only as Hileman and Kabel. Later, there were marvelous photographs by Marion Lacy, Walt Dyke, and Ira Spring. Outstanding pictures taken by Ansel Adams, Cedric Wright, and Philip Hyde were included in the first edition of this guide. During the last thirty years the greatest contributions in local newspapers have been those by Mel Ruder, Hal Kanzler, Brian Kennedy, Bob Kennedy, Scott Crandell, and George Ostrom. The ranks of excellent Glacier National Park photographers include Kathleen Ahlenslager, Bill Blunk, Larry Burton, Diane Ensign, Jeff Gnass, Rick Graetz, Wade Laird, Rolf Larson, John Mauff, Bruce Selyem, Ralph Thornton, Larry Ulrich, and also a great many others. In a different category are those who photograph plants, birds, and mammals. Nobody could surpass Alan Nelson’s flower portraits, or the marvelous photographs of birds and mammals by Danny On and Stewart Cassidy. Cassidy’s huge color prints are fortunately still readily available in state and national parks and in hundreds of museums and zoos throughout the United States at very reasonable prices, and Stewart continues to travel and take additional pictures that are becoming available to the public.


T. J. Hileman, a portrait photographer from Kalispell, took hundreds of 5x7 photographs in the park between 1910 and 1942. He was commissioned by the Great Northern Railroad in 1925 to photograph mountain landscapes and tourist activities throughout the park. Although much of Hileman’s time was spent traveling throughout the park on horseback, he also became a very capable mountaineer. He is probably the only person who has ever recorded the views from the summit of Mt. Wilbur with a professional view camera. Hileman’s photographs have been used extensively by both the Great Northern Railroad and the National Park Service in their promotions of tourism in Glacier National Park. A great many of Hileman’s outstanding mountain pictures were used by Dr. George Ruhle in his Guide to Glacier National Park.


Ira Spring has been the greatest photographer and writer of outdoor books in the Pacific Northwest, in my opinion. He was employed by the Great Northern Railroad to take hundreds of 5 × 7 color transparencies in the park in the early 1950s. The results were magnificent. When Alice and I hiked to Boulder Peak with him his pack must have weighed seventy pounds, but he stopped only to set up for dramatic photographs or to reload the film holders for his huge cameras. His great color prints have appeared in countless books and journals, as well as Glacier National Park brochures, and I have never seen any photos of this area that were better than Ira’s.





A Chronological History of Climbing

The following brief chronology includes many of the major events in the history of mountaineering in Glacier National Park. It is unfortunate that so many worthy explorers must be omitted because of space limitations. The author must also apologize to numerous men and women who have climbed throughout the park during the last twenty years without his having been aware of them and their exploits! It would be great if every climb in the various areas could have been accurately recorded for the information of succeeding generations, but our record is unfortunately very sketchy. With anticipation of future revisions of this guide it is hoped that readers will inform the publisher or the author of significant omissions (and corrections) so that later editions can be more complete in this respect.


1883. James Willard Schultz, with friends including Jim Rutherford, Charlie Phemmister, and Oliver Sandoval, traveled to Lower St. Mary by way of Duck Lake. They then climbed and named Flattop Mountain.


1884. Schultz made a second trip with Rutherford and others and met a trapper called Medicine Beaver. They climbed and named Goat Mountain. Schultz sent a manuscript describing that trip to Field and Stream magazine, where it attracted the attention of publisher George Bird Grinnell. He wrote to Schultz and made arrangements to visit the country the following year.


1885. James Willard Schultz, with George Bird Grinnell and an Indian named Yellowfish (Charles Rose) climbed and named Singleshot Mtn. and Divide Mtn. This was Grinnell’s first visit to the Rockies.


1887. Schultz, Grinnell, George H. Gould (Santa Barbara, California), and Lt. J. H. Beacon camped in the park. They hired a second guide, Jack Monroe. Some of the party climbed Mt. Allen, Mt. Gould, Mt. Henkel, and other peaks, and discovered Grinnell Glacier. It was named by Lt. Beacon, who also named a mountain Apikuni, which was Schultz’s Indian name. They also named Mt. Wilbur (for E. R. Wilbur, who was an editor at Field and Stream).


1891. George Grinnell, with William H. Seward III (grandson of Lincoln’s Secretary of State), Henry L. Stimson (later the Secretary of War and Secretary of State), and Billy Jackson (Indian grandson of Hugh Monroe, he was Reno’s scout with General Custer at the Little Bighorn). They explored Blackfoot Glacier and named Mt. Jackson, Blackfoot Mtn., Mt. Reynolds, Citadel Mtn., and Mt. Stimson. Stimson was admired for his bravery and courage. (He often sat beside a grizzly bear bait in the dark, with a single-load rifle!) Mt. Stimson was later renamed Mt. Logan, and the name (Stimson) was then transferred to the massive peak above the Nyack Valley.


1892. Stimson, accompanied by Dr. Walter B. James (NY) and William Fox (a Blackfoot Indian) climbed the east face of Chief Mountain and authenticated the legend that a famous Flathead Indian had earlier fasted on that summit until experiencing the vision that guided him to a future as one of the greatest chiefs. He had left on the summit the bison skull which had served as his pillow, and Stimson’s party indeed found a weathered old bison skull there after their frightening ascent! Stimson also made the first ascent of Blackfoot Mountain in 1892 and Little Chief in 1894.


1895-1906. Dr. Lyman Sperry (Oberlin College) explored the region around the glacier that now bears his name and supervised (at his own expense) the construction of the foot trail from Lake McDonald to the headwall near the glacier. He climbed Gunsight Mountain, and Longfellow and Vaught later climbed it and signed his register there in 1905. The Park naturalists requested this author to bring the register down in 1955, for the Park’s historical museum, where it will be preserved for posterity.


1896. A register was placed in a small bottle and buried a foot deep on the summit of Chief Mountain by the original survey party. There were two engineers and three army officers in the party. In 1976 Eric Schwab, of Santa Ana, California, while on Chief Mountain with his family, discovered that historical document. Digging a foot deeper, the Schwabs found two very old bison teeth and a few deteriorated bone fragments! They reburied all of those objects in safe places nearby.


1900-1901. Francois E. Matthes climbed many peaks throughout the park while surveying it for the first topographic maps, including Chief, Little Chief, Red Eagle, Pinchot, and Blackfoot.


1910. Glacier National Park was established by an act of Congress and President Taft signed the bill creating the Park on May 11th.


1914. The Seattle Mountaineers held their annual summer outing in the new national park. For two weeks 115 members hiked and climbed, following an amazing pathway from Two Medicine Lake to Red Eagle Pass, cross-country from there to Gunsight Lake, then over Piegan Pass and Swiftcurrent Pass and north to Waterton Lake. They then hiked back to Lake McDonald by trail. Snow prevented the party from reaching the top of Blackfoot Mountain on August 4th, and another blizzard on August 11th turned back thirty members after they had reached a high camp on Mt. Cleveland.


1915. The Many Glacier Hotel opened for the first time, on July 4th. This was the summer that Howard Eaton led the first of his horseback parties through the park, from East Glacier Park to Many Glacier and then to Lake McDonald. His parties of more than fifty riders were comprised mainly of guests from his dude ranch at Wolf, Wyoming. With him on that 1915 tour were Mary Roberts Rinehart and Charlie Russell. Also during that summer James Willard Schultz led a camping expedition of thirty-three of his old Blackfeet friends through the eastern side of the Park, and one result of that trip was the writing of Blackfeet Tales of Glacier National Park, by Schultz.


1917. Robert H. Chapman climbed extensively with his survey crew. They erected the small wooden platform that is still atop Mt. Carter, and left the batch of heavy batteries wrapped in an old tarp there. They also ascended Rainbow, Vulture, and Kintla Peaks.


1918. Warren L. Hanna, while a law student at the University of Minnesota, worked at Many Glacier Hotel in the summer. He was so impressed by the park that during the next few years he wrote a manuscript for a general book on the subject. After a lapse of nearly fifty years his wife, Frances, ran across the old manuscript and encouraged Warren to work on it again. Despite many other responsibilities (such as heading a law firm with dozens of attorneys and writing huge legal volumes every year) Mr. Hanna did complete his book. It became the classic entitled Many Splendored Glacierland, which was published in 1975 and is treasured by all who share the love of Glacier Park with Frances and Warren Hanna.


1918. The High Trail from Granite Park to what is now called Logan Pass was completed. Late in August, even though the trail was not quite finished, the party including William Gibbs McAdoo, Secretary of the Interior, was permitted to travel over the route.


1919-1922. Members of the Nature Study Club of Indiana climbed many peaks and left registers in flat metal boxes on Edwards Mountain, Going-to-the-Sun Mountain, Mt. Gould, Mt. Jackson, Mt. Reynolds, Chief Mountain, and Grinnell Mountain. On each summit they built a small fire with twigs carried up from the valleys, then “as the smoke ascended heavenward” Dr. Frank B. Wynn read a “dedication.” Many may find it overly effusive today, but it is pleasant to picture those enthusiastic gentlemen sitting on the summit with rapt attention as the following dedication was read: ‘To the God of the open air we dedicate this mountain summit. To us has been given the rare privilege of its attainment. Splendid and inspiring is the reward of the toilsome ascent! Its rugged course most trying was, but now triumphant visions greet us everywhere, symbolizing the blessings to the steadfast traveler along life’s trail. The flame we here do kindle typifies the awakening of the inert dead into flaming life, effulgent and eternal. Its smoke, rising far beyond our reach and ken, wafts upward the spirit of our aspiration toward the beneficent and Infinite One, whose presence and power we acknowledge with grateful hearts.”


As a member of the Nature Study Club, the author had heard of a mountain-climbing president of prior years, but never knew where he had climbed. Twenty years later, on my first climb of Mt. Jackson, I opened the metal box on the summit and was startled to see the register book headed “Guest Register of the Nature Study Club of Indiana.” The mystery was solved! I later found identical registers on all of the mountains mentioned above, and left them all in place. Gradually they have all disappeared, but a few are preserved in the historic archives at Park headquarters.


Dr. Wynn, the Nature Study Club president, died near the top of Mt. Siyeh on July 27,1922, after which Point Mountain was renamed Wynn Mountain in his honor.


1921. The trail over Red Gap Pass to the Belly River country was opened to travel. Dr. George C. Ruhle came to Glacier to serve as the first Park Naturalist and liked it so well that he stayed for twelve years. In addition to hiking almost every trail in the park, he also climbed dozens of mountains. Later he wrote two excellent Guides to the roads and trails of Glacier National Park (mentioned later) and he returned again in 1978 and 1990, still in great physical condition. (He had been helping other countries around the world establish national parks!)


1923. Norman Clyde, already a famous mountaineer and the most active climber in the Sierra Nevada of California, visited Glacier National Park. He climbed thirty-eight peaks, at least ten of them first ascents. The most notable first ascents were of Mt. Rockwell, Norris Mountain, Mt. Logan, Clements Mountain, Mt. Cannon, and Mt. Wilbur. Most of those climbs were solo, a practice which has more recently been strongly discouraged because of the potentially serious consequences that could result from even a minor accident.


1924. The Sierra Club held its summer outing in Glacier National Park. For three weeks 210 club members (with fifty employees and 135 horses) traveled through the northern section of the park. The trip was marred by bad weather but several mountains were climbed, including Pyramid Peak, Sentinel Peak, The Guardhouse, Appekunny Mountain, Goat Mountain, Heavens Peak, and Mt. Cleveland. Norman Clyde accompanied the Club on that outing and climbed twenty-one more peaks, including Vaught, Allen, Red Eagle, Gould, Siyeh, Guardhouse, Sentinel, Going-to-the-Sun, Cleveland, and Merritt. With Lee L. Stopple and Fred O. Herz he made a first ascent of Heavens Peak, and they later also descended Mt. Cleveland via a high traverse around Stoney Indian Peaks to Stoney Indian Lake.


1924-1938. DeWight Wanser, while employed by George Noffsinger (saddle horse concessionaire) established tent house camps around the great “North Circle” in the park, then led saddle parties from camp to camp, supplied the camps, collected receipts, etc. He rode nearly 30,000 miles over park trails, but his main base was the Crossley (Cosley) Lake camp which his wife, Berith, operated from 1924 to 1938. Their son, William, grew up there, spending each summer around the camp until he was eighteen years old. In 1930 he and his father made the first ascent of Kaina Mountain, and they also roamed over all the surrounding ridges and peaks. Bill then spent seventeen years on ice breakers, serving Eskimo communities all along the Alaska coast. He and his versatile wife, Ethel, spent a part of each summer in Glacier National Park and have been mainstays in the Glacier Mountaineering Society. DeWight Wanser was still visiting the park in the late 1970s, and it was marvelous to hear first-hand accounts by the man who knew the park best! The tent camps were closed prior to the war and never reopened. Crossley Lake camp had eighteen tent houses with large double beds and accommodated about fifty “dudes” each night. Great meals were served in the dining tent, and the guests slept between clean sheets.


1926. Reverend Conrad Wellen, of Havre, made the first ascent of Mt. St. Nicholas. That rocky spire had been considered unclimbable after several experienced mountaineers had attempted it and failed. It is more frequently climbed now, but is seldom considered easy!


1927. G. M. Kilboum went to work for the saddle horse company at Many Glacier Hotel. He had previously hiked most of the trails in the park and climbed a great number of mountains, so he often guided parties up to the high places he knew so well. He made several ascents of Mt. Wilbur, as well as climbing all the peaks overlooking the valleys radiating from the Swiftcurrent Lake region. Kilboum’s letters to the author were very helpful in researching the early days of the eastern part of Glacier National Park.


1928. Leo Seethaler served as Grinnell Glacier guide and contributed to the alpine atmosphere at Many Glacier by climbing the huge rock chimney in the dining room of the Hotel as part of the advertising for guided trips to the glacier.


1930. Dr. Morton J. Elrod published a revised edition of his 1924 Guide to Glacier National Park. Every hiker in the park carried a copy of that well-written booklet.


1931. The trail through the new Ptarmigan Tunnel was completed, thereby rendering the Red Gap Pass route to Belly River largely obsolete.


1934. The Seattle Mountaineers held another summer outing in the park, and their members climbed Reynolds, Siyeh, Wilbur, Cleveland, Goathaunt, and Rising Wolf.


1935. James L. Dyson, an outstanding geologist who worked as a Ranger-Naturalist for eight summers until 1948, devoted his lieu days to climbing mountains and studying glaciation and other geological features in the park. His climbs included the first ascent of Citadel Mountain. (In 1962, Dr. Dyson’s new book, World of Ice, won the Phi Beta Kappa award as the outstanding non-fiction book in the United States that year.) Dyson returned to Glacier Park in 1962 and made a speedy climb of Mt. Gould with Dr. Herbert Alberding (another geologist of note, in the naturalist service), Gordon Tjemlund, and J. Gordon Edwards.


1937. Norman Clyde again visited Glacier National Park with a Sierra Club outing led by Richard M. Leonard, who had made notable contributions to the technique of rope management in rock climbing (and later was to lead in the development of nylon climbing rope by the Quartermaster Corps). The peaks climbed included Mt. Logan, Mt. Wilbur, Mt. Cleveland, Grinnell Mountain, Going-to-the-Sun, and a first ascent of Kinnerly Peak.


1937. Three climbers from Whitefish, Montana, climbed Mt. St. Nicholas. They were Robert F. Haines, James Caughren, and Lloyd A. Muldown. These men had already climbed many other peaks, together with Roger W. Haines, including Going-to-the-Sun, Heavens Peak, and Mt. Cleveland.


1940-1950. The postwar years brought an increase in park travel and a corresponding influx of climbers. Unfortunately, many trails that had been neglected during the war years were never reopened, and the backcountry “camps” remained closed forever (i.e. permanent facilities with board and room for riders and hikers who formerly could go from camp to camp, traveling light while enjoying the entire north circle route). The marvelous old chalets at Cutbank, Two Medicine, and Going-to-the-Sun Point were boarded up and, in a few years, destroyed by the Park Service. There was relatively little climbing being done, however a few of the ranger-naturalists enjoyed hiking the high trails on their lieu days and inevitably they began scrambling to higher points to take pictures with which to illustrate their evening talks. They were joined occasionally by other park employees and by adventuresome park visitors. The record of who did that sporadic climbing is extremely incomplete, however the following persons are known to have been active: Gerald Baden, ranger-naturalist from southern California, was an avid climber-photographer for many summers, but later began spending more time in the mountains of Canada. Gordon Edwards, ranger-naturalist from Ohio State University, came out with his wife, Alice, in 1947 and has been in the park each summer since that time. He was a seasonal ranger until 1956. His first interest was in high altitude entomology and ecology, but the pleasure of climbing and the views from the summits became every bit as interesting as the insects. John Mauff, of Chicago, visited the park in 1946 and immediately began climbing numerous peaks and seeking to hike every trail in the park. He returned almost every summer, made hundreds of ascents, and is still active here. He shared the first ascent of Split Mountain with Edwards in 1956. Joe Steffen, of Portland, took a night job at the Many Glacier Hotel about 1950, then discovered the mountaintops. He began climbing every day, after working all night! In later years he returned to devote full time to hiking and climbing, and to share the pleasures with his wife, Sharron, and daughter, Coowee. He was still going strong: in 1983 he led three parties up Mt. Wilbur during one two-week period and by 1989 he had been atop that great peak more than forty times!


1949. Dr. George C. Ruhle’s Guide to Glacier National Park was published. It was a great aid to all hikers and mountaineers in the area. After slight revision in the 1950s it continued to fulfill everyone’s needs until going out of print in the 1960s. On every hike, even after that, someone in the party would always have Ruhle’s Guide in their pack, but a great void existed for most younger visitors until 1972, when Dr. Ruhle wrote a big, new, updated Guide.


1950-60. The popularity of climbing increased every year, but it was still an unusual occasion when someone met another person above the trails and only once every two or three years would parties meet on a summit. Edwards had been asked by Chief Naturalist Ed Beatty to write a description of each new route he climbed, and he and Don Robinson (the Assistant Chief Naturalist for the park) mimeographed those descriptions for distribution to interested persons at each ranger station. An incomplete listing of the persons who were most notorious for their climbing during that decade is presented below (in alphabetical order).


Larry Burton, after serving as a park ranger, returned almost every year to hike, climb, and photograph. He took the most impressive kodachromes of the great Garden Wall fire (August 1967) as it exploded up the west side of Mt. Gould. In recent years he and Sylvia Geshell have been in the park every summer completing a series of environmental lesson plans, tapes, and pictures for the Montana Department of Education dealing with biology and ecology. They are deeply involved in national park management procedures and participate actively in conferences dealing with those matters. They are at the University in Missoula during the winters.


Stewart Cassidy, from Arizona, worked for many summers as a ranger. He did a lot of serious hiking and climbing in the park, but gradually photography overtook climbing in his life, and by the 1970s he was so busy mailing thousands of his great wildlife pictures out each week that he seldom had a chance to get out onto the trails. In every national park and museum in the United States you now see his large clear color portraits of wild animals and birds in interesting poses. Every naturalist should have a complete set of Cassidy’s pictures! Stewart has added many exotic pictures to his stock and visited very remote regions, such as Antarctica, with his versatile camera. He still intends to have more time in the future to get back up to his favorite peaks in Glacier National Park.


Jack Donnan and his wife, Marcia, from San Jose, climbed Reynolds, Gould, Siyeh, Divide, Rising Wolf, and Wilbur during the years he was a ranger. A picture of Jack looking down at Cracker Lake from Mt. Siyeh was a spectacular part of the American Heritage Book of Natural Wonders in 1963 (full page, in great color).


Martin Faulkner made the ninth ascent of Mt. St. Nicholas with John Merriam in 1954. During his years in the Park Service he also reached the summits of many other peaks in the park.


Robert Jasperson climbed Kinnerly Peak and Mt. Cleveland, among many others. A grizzly bear chased him up a sheer cliff (to escape her) above Agassiz Glacier while he was climbing Kintla Peak. He is an ardent conservationist, and after earning a law degree he became the attorney for prestigious California environmental groups.


Hal Kanzler was a well-known Columbia Falls business leader with a tremendous love of the outdoors. His enthusiasm led large numbers of friends and neighbors to follow wherever he went. For example, in 1964 he led a group of twenty-five mountaineers high up into the Mission Mountains for a three-day outing, including Dr. David Downey and Janet (his wife), Charles Fisher of Columbia Falls, David Line (well-known local artist and photographer), Dr. Loren Kreck (Kalispell), and Hal’s sons, Jerry and Jim Kanzler. Hal’s great photographs have appeared on magazine covers and in countless books and magazine articles. He truly excelled at everything he attempted! After the tragic deaths of Hal (1967) and Jerry (1969), Jim Kanzler continues to accomplish remarkable feats of mountaineering—including the only ascents ever made of the north face of Mt. Cleveland and the north face of Mt. Siyeh (both with ranger Terry Kennedy). Rangvold Kvelstad, of Poulsbo, Washington, was in charge of food supplies at Many Glacier Hotel for many years. He went climbing on every free day, and always took along groups of bellhops and waitresses. They, in turn, took other interested employees (and guests) on climbs they made later as a result of Kvelstad’s introduction to the sport.


Marion Lacy, professional photographer from Whitefish, did a great amount of hiking and climbing in Glacier National Park. This remarkable man produced tremendous wall-sized photographic murals of great clarity, as well as photographs reproduced in almost every book or pamphlet or magazine article dealing with the park. His huge murals cover the walls of the largest restaurant in West Glacier, and hopefully will always remain there. In search of spectacular viewpoints, he even climbed Kintla Peak in 1952 and Mt. St. Nicholas in 1958!


Clyde Lockwood began his national park career in Glacier, and did considerable climbing in the early 1950s. Later he was assigned to several other parks, including Mt. Rainier (where he was on the mountain rescue teams) and Yosemite. Eventually he returned to Glacier as Chief Park Naturalist, until retiring in 1989. He became the General Manager of the Glacier Natural History Association, and was largely responsible for the publication of the 1991 edition of the Climber’s Guide.


George McFarland, who grew up at the family ranch on the west edge of Glacier National Park, has surely climbed every peak and hump in the entire Livingston Range. In the early days he climbed alone much of the time, but as the park rangers became more interested in such activities he enjoyed their company on many strenuous hikes and climbs. If anyone has questions about the peaks, ridges, valleys, lakes, and streams in that great mountain range, George McFarland is the person most likely to know the answer. After thirty years of mountaineering in that area, he is still in good condition and still exploring the wilderness.


Robert Megard joined Rangvold Kvelstad on many climbs, including Chief Mountain’s east face, Mt. Merritt, and Mt. Jackson. He later completed his Ph.D. and is now Professor of Biology at the University of Minnesota, doing critical research in aquatic biology. He is also an outstanding photographer, as evidenced by his spectacular mountain pictures in several editions of the Climber’s Guide.


Alan G. Nelson served as a ranger-naturalist during the 1960s and was constantly hiking and climbing. He suffered grave injury on one occasion when he dropped out of a safe tree to rush at a grizzly sow as she was in the process of killing a young boy. He saved that boy’s life but could not get back up the tree when the grizzly turned her attention to him, and he suffered severe injury to his leg as a result. As Alan’s photographic prowess developed, he began spending more time taking pictures than breathing rarified air. His 1972 book on the wildflowers of the park contains eighty marvelous color photographs that he took himself, closeup. He has also photographed many exotic areas, such as Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, and the Galapagos Islands. He teaches school in the winter but he and his wife, Kaydell, spend much of each summer in and near Glacier National Park.


G. George Ostrom, a Kalispell resident, was a close friend of Hal Kanzler and a frequent companion on camping, hunting, and climbing trips. George wrote columns for the Hungry Horse News, which were marvelous for their wit and insight. Perhaps that is why, in a moment of weakness, he bought the Kalispell Weekly News in 1974 and became the publisher. The circulation of that four-page newspaper was less than 1,000, but it grew to thirty pages with a circulation of over 20,000 before he sold it in 1982 after 820 wonderful issues. The photographs rivalled those published by Mel Ruder in the Hungry Horse News, which have received many national awards, and the writing was always interesting. Ostrom included great photographic coverage of climbs made by him and his staff, and also liked to take photographic flights over the mountains.


Kenneth Proctor, a ranger from southern California, was quite at home on any mountain. He shared with Edwards such things as Wilbur, Rockwell, Gould, Reynolds, and the traverse from Rainbow Peak to Mt. Carter. Ken later became a ranger in Grand Teton National Park, where he shared a first ascent of The Grand, via the Otter Body Snowfield, on the south side of that tremendous mountain.


Dick Rieman of White fish made the first ascent of South Vulture Peak with Don Eberlie in 1958. That same year he climbed Mt. St. Nicholas with Eddie Gilliland. They liked it so well that they returned the following year, accompanied by Marion Lacy, and stood on that elusive summit for the second time.


Edward Risse, while working on trail crews and fire suppression in 1955-1959, climbed a dozen major peaks. In 1957 he and Clyde Lockwood participated in a famous rescue high on the east face of Chief Mountain with Don Alford, Don Dayton, and Lou Wendt. Ed returned to the park for more climbing in 1986 with his son, Michael.


Garth Uibel of Calgary did much climbing in Waterton and Glacier national parks, as well as in the Canadian Rockies. He has improved the coverage in this guide by writing descriptions of his routes on Mt. Chapman, Kinnerly Peak, and other mountains in Glacier National Park.


Klindt Vielbig from Portland visited the park and went climbing with Richard Parker from Oberlin, Ohio. Their climbs included the seventh ascent of Mt. St. Nicholas. Klindt described it in an article in the Mazama Annual… not omitting the discussion of a jar of honey that drained inside his pack. They ascended the south side of St. Nick until they ran out of pitons, then descended and traversed to the great notch and ascended the traditional route … a long day even for excellent climbers!


A great many other good mountaineers were active during this decade and I must apologize to those I have unintentionally neglected to mention.


1952. The Seattle Mountaineers again came to Glacier for their summer outing with eighty campers. They climbed fifteen peaks, including Chief, Jackson, Going-to-the-Sun, Reynolds, Siyeh, and the east face of Clements. They placed 185 signatures in the various summit registers and left aluminum register tubes on four of these peaks.


1954. The Sierra Club arrived for a high trip co-led by Dr. H. Stewart Kimball and David Brower, Executive Director of the Club. The party contained 144 people, plus commissary crew and packers. They entered the park at Many Glacier and hiked over Stoney Indian Pass and onward to Hole-in-the-Wall Cirque. The weather was so bad it inhibited most activities on mountains.


1955 and 1957. A small contingent of Sierra Clubbers returned each year and enjoyed excellent weather. They entered the park at Two Medicine and hiked to St. Mary Lake. Dave Brower and Philip Berry led parties up the east face of Triple Divide Peak in 1955. A highlight of the 1957 trip was the second ascent of Split Mountain accomplished by Philip Berry and Richard Miller.


1958. The Colorado Mountain Club held a summer outing in the park. Some of the group hiked the highline trail for thirty miles to Waterton Lake. Others climbed Mt Jackson, Mt. Siyeh, and Mt. Wilbur.


1960-1970. Many new climbers became extremely active during this period and it was not uncommon to meet other parties on or near the summits. There were days when climbers were simultaneously atop Gould, Reynolds, Oberlin, Going-to-the-Sun, Allen, and Mt. Wilbur … with no previous coordination planned! In 1960 the first edition of Edwards’ book, A Climber’s Guide to Glacier National Park, was published by the Sierra Club; however, the great impetus in mountaineering had already been provided by the press coverage of serious climbing around the world, and by the strong movement toward physical fitness among Americans of all ages. By 1966, when the next edition appeared (with a fifteen-page supplement), it seemed as though the majority of employees in the Park Service as well as those in the hotels and restaurants around the park were spending a great many of their lieu days enjoying thrilling views from the mountaintops. It would be impossible to mention every climber of note who ascended mountains during this decade, and space obviously is not available to discuss the individual exploits of many of them here. Just for the record, however, it seems appropriate to list those who attracted the most attention.


The first section includes employees of the Park Service who were enthusiastic climbers. These were mostly rangers; however many fire guards and trail crew members are included also. Typically, the climbing parties included a mixture of all these categories. Arranged alphabetically, the outstanding climbers were: Gerald Baden; Oakley Blair; Marc Boyd; Asa Brooks; Dave Bush; Dave Casteel (and wife, Marilyn); Stewart Cassidy; William Colony; Jerry DeSanto; Doug Erskine; Greg Evans (and wife, Sue); Bob Frauson; Bob Fullerton; Marshall Gingery; Fred Goodsell; Bill (and son, Keith) Hollister; Steve Jorgenson; Dick Mattson; Lloyd Parrat (and sons, Mark and Monte); Bob Pfister; Fred Reese; Lewis Sabo; Bob Schuster; Charles Scribner; Dave Shea; Roger Shewmake; Stu Swanberg; Chris Tesar; Tom Tschohl; Bob Wood (and wife, Stephanie); and Wyatt Woodsmall. Most of these park employees are still actively hiking in the 1980s, wherever they may be, and a great many still enjoy the wild country and lofty peaks of Glacier National Park.


Large numbers of park visitors were also known to be climbing mountains here during the 1960s. The following came quickly to mind when the author sought to list those with whom he was associated at that time (or heard about through the grapevine or the newspapers). Alphabetically listed, they are: Jim Anderson; Gil Averill; Tom Best; Reverend Hugh Black; Mona Brown; Larry Burton; Richard Buys; Michele Casteel; Tom Choate; Bruce Cook; Dave and Janet Downey; Bob Emerson; Brock Evans (now a U.S. senator); Erling Evenson; Martin Faulkner; Renn Fenton; Charles Fisher; Keith Hollister; Richard E. Johnson; Cal Jorgensen; Hal Kanzler; Jerry Kanzler; Jim Kanzler; Randy Kay; Fred Koesling; Rolf Larson; Russ Landt; Mark Levitan; H. M. Louderback; John Mauff; Ray Martin; Helmuth Matdies; William Matthews; George McFarland; Bruce Murphy; Donald Nellis; Alan Nelson; Arthur Noskowiak; George Ostrom; Mark Parratt; Monte Parratt; Clare Pogreba; Leo Renfrow; Kathleen Sabo; Steve Sabo; Carl Sanders; Philip Shinn; Dave Shoup; Dick Wallner; Kris Wallner; and Reverend John Ward.


1968. The Sierra Club had another outing in the park from the 16th to 25th of July. With fifty-five hikers and twelve horses, plus the work crew, they hiked from Logan Pass to Hole-in-the-Wall Cirque. From Fifty Mountain Camp they took a great detour over Chaney Notch to Chaney Glacier, thence to Stoney Indian Pass and Kootenai Lake. The leader of the group was H. Stewart Kimball, assisted by Gordon Edwards.


Since 1970. The numbers of tourists enjoying Glacier National Park continued to increase every year, and many of them were eager to leave the highway and admire the majestic scenery “close-up.” The appearance of appropriate books to help us all appreciate experiences in the park deserves special mention.


In 1972, Dr. George C. Ruhle published a new book, The Roads and Trails of Waterton-Glacier National Parks. In some ways it was even better than his original guide. That book and many others were available through the Glacier Natural History Association at the Belton Depot in West Glacier 59936.


In 1976 another great reference source for persons interested in the park appeared in print. It is Montana’s Many-Splendored Glacierland, by Warren L. Hanna. In its 215 pages there are details of the past history of the area, the people who have developed it into the great park as it is today, and the nature of its mountains and valleys. Chapters deal with the flowers, the animals, the glaciers, the bears, the trails, the passes, the mountain climbing, the environmental problems, and every other topic that should be of interest to mountaineers. Hanna’s research has been extremely thorough and reflects his long experience as an attorney accustomed to getting every detail exactly right. The book is illustrated with marvelous photographs, many of them in color.


In 1979 Denis and Shirley Twohig began the publication of Going-to-the-Sun, a beautiful magazine devoted to Glacier National Park in all its aspects (trails, history, flora and fauna, climbing, etc.). In 1981 a group of mountaineering enthusiasts formed the Glacier Mountaineering Society under the leadership of Denis and Shirley. Initially the GMS News was printed inside the Going-to-the-Sun magazine and was edited by Brian Kennedy (the publisher of the Hungry Horse News). In 1982 the magazine ceased publication, but the name and the logo were adopted by the Glacier Mountaineering Society. That publication now keeps members abreast of the climbing activities of the membership, publishes descriptions of new routes, and discusses various other activities of Society members. The Glacier Mountaineering Society’s schedule of activities includes weekly climbs during the summer, and the third week of July each year is designated as GMS Week by the Society. Members from throughout the U. S. and Canada gather in the park at that time to renew friendships and share in numerous climbs, clinics, and evening programs. The activities culminate with the annual “grand luncheon” and social program, during which the prestigious GMS Alpine Awards are presented. The address of the Society is P.O. Box 291, Whitefish, Montana 59937, and new members are always welcome.


There have been several notable winter climbs in Glacier National Park. On 29 November 1969 six outstanding mountaineers reached the summit of Mt. Wilbur, then spent the night near the summit. The climbers were Jim Kanzler, Jim Anderson, Mark Leviton, Clare Pogreba, Pat Callis, and Jung Hofer. Mt. Cleveland was climbed in February 1977 by Glen H. Milner, Robert L. Talbot, and Richard Olmsted, of Jackson Hole, Wyoming. The first winter ascent of Mt. Siyeh was madein February 1982 by Ed Sondeno, of Bozeman, and in winter of 1984 Ted Steiner and Kenny Kasselder ascended the north face of the Little Matterhorn. In December 1985 Trenton Cladouhos and his son Tom miraculously gained the summit of Mt. St. Nicholas. In 1986 Dan McComb and Tom Otto stood atop Kintla Peak amid frigid winter conditions. February 1987 found Roger Sender and Bruce Weide skiing and camping for three days as they ascended Rainbow Peak. Mt. Jackson was finally climbed in winter by Don Scharfe, Scott Thomas, and Orrin Webber of Kalispell on February 25, 1988. In 1989 Lane Johnson of Whitefish climbed Mt. Stimson in February with John Head and Marty Loefflad, of Moscow, Idaho. Steve Niday, of Missoula, skied and climbed to the top of Mt. Merritt on 23 February 1991, the first known winter ascent. In a blizzard, he slept 1,000 feet below the summit until the weather cleared. On 2 January 1992 Ted Steiner, a climbing instructor from Whitefish, climbed the northwest ridge of Mt. Jackson. The wind was so ferocious that he had to crawl the last hundred feet to the summit (in a total whiteout). These are all major peaks to conquer, even under pleasant summer conditions, and the hardiness and perseverance of mountaineers who reach the frigid summits in winter are truly amazing!


The marvelous newspaper called the Hungry Horse News was published and edited by Mel Ruder in Columbia Falls for thirty-two years. Ruder specialized in writing human interest stories and Glacier National Park was his major “beat.” He is an excellent photographer and enjoyed carrying his big camera into every corner of the park. His scenic specials were superb. Every issue included pictures that mountain-lovers cut out and saved. He reported on every notable climb and provided accurate information on mountaineering and hiking activities in the park.


National Park Service employees who are known to have made noteworthy climbs in recent years include the following: Bob Adams; Kathy Ahlenslager; Rich Altemus; Reginald Altop; Jim Bellamy; Curt Buchholtz; Chuck Cameron; Dave Casteel (and wife, Marilyn); Randy Coffman; Robin Cox (and wife, Sarah); Jerry DeSanto; Dennis Divoky; Ed Dunleavy; Greg Evans (and wife, Sue); Robert Frauson; Steve Frye; A1 Hoffs; Robert Isdahl; Steve Jackson; Kyle Johnson; Terry Kennedy; Dallas Koehn; John Kramer; Wade Laird; Rolf Larson; Doug Mason; Dick Mattson (and wife, Ursula); Dan Maturen (and wife, Katry n); Russ Miller; Rick Millsap; Greg Nelson; Greg Notess; Michael Ober; Bill Pierce; Jack Polzin; Jack Potter (and wife, Rachel); Fred Reese; Joe Reis; Ed Rosette; Tim Savee; Carol Savage; Mary Schneider; Robert Schuster; Roger Semler; Dave Shea; Roger Shewmake; Chuck Sigler (former Chief Ranger); Greg Smith; Tom Sweeney; Lisa Tuvecek; Gary Vodehnal; Tom Walsh; Becky Williams; Cindy White; Allie Wood; Gary Yates (and wife, Karla); and Rick Yates.


There were impressive numbers of friendly mountaineers on the high goat trails and soaring summits of Glacier National Park during the 1970s. Many were residents of the surrounding area, but even more came from great distances. Those who did most of their climbing in the Many Glacier area or elsewhere on the east side of the Park became known to this author, either personally or via mutual friends. Many of those climbers are mentioned below, but there are certainly a great many other worthy persons whose accomplishments were not adequately heralded. Throughout the book specific references have been made to the activities of many of these men and women, whose contributions will be recognized and appreciated by future mountaineers who follow in their footsteps.


The following are the mountaineers who have attracted the most attention since 1970: Kathleen Ahlenslager; Grant Bernard; James Best; Joe Biby; Roscoe and Rocky Black; Dan Block; Bill Blunk; Tom Bulleit; Scott Burch; Lavonne Burgard; Larry Burton; Edwin and Steve Cady; Pat Caffrey who authored the book, Climber’s Guide to Montana; Mike Cheek; Trenton and Tom Cladouhos; Becky Cousins; Sarah Cox; Scott Crandell; Dwight Crosier; Chester Davis; Vic Davis; Jerry DeSanto; Dave and Janet Downey, and sons Dan and Mark Downey; Carl Fiedler; Ken Fielder; Jack Fisher; Marty Fulsaas; Sylvia Geshell; Bruce Gillis; Bobbie Gilmore; Dave and Mark Going; Carl Hansen; Greg Harrah; Monte and Lee Hartman; Joe Haugestuen; Bill Hedglin; George Hollerbach; Jim and Tom Hooley; Robert Horodyski; Rick Hull; Mark Jefferson; Rolf Larson; Jerry Lundgren; Paul Jensen; Jaime and Lisa Johnson; Lane Johnson; Jim Kanzler; Kenny Kasselder; Randy Kay; Brian Kennedy; Terry Kennedy; Ron Knaus; Wade Laird; Rolf Larson; Dale Lee; Dave Leppert; Mavis Lorenz; Wayne Lugenbuehl; Doug Mason; Dan and Katryn Maturen; John Mauff; Dan McComb; George McFarland; Paul Meierding; Glen Milner; Worth Moffet; Alan and Kaydell Nelson; Greg Nelson; Meg Nelson; Arthur Noskowiack; Greg Notess; Richard Olmsted; George Ostrom; Tom Otto; Wayne and Kelly Phillips; William Rideg; Steve Sabo; Larry and Arnie Sandefur; Carl Sanders; Dean Sayles; Mike Scarano; Don Scharfe; Dick Schwab, with Mark and Heidi Schwab; Eric Schwab; Phil and Jo Schwab, with Sarah and Anne Schwab; Bruce Selyem; Roger Semler; Dave Shea; Laura Shearin; Dave Shoup; Tom Shreve; Allen Smith; Anthony and Carol Somkin; Dan Spencer; Tim Speyer; Joe Steffen (and daughter Coowee Mennen and granddaughter Valah); Shari Stahl; Ted Steiner; A1 Streitmatter; Robert Talbot; Ralph Thornton; Denis and Shirley Twohig; Ken Wade; Lou Wendt; Ann Williamson; Matt and Charles Wilson; Dave Wing; Dan Wirth; Don Wolfe; Gary and Karla Yates; Chip Youlden; Maggy Young; and Mike Young.


Another group of local climbers deserve special mention. George Ostrom recently informed me that “The Thursday Mountain Club members are still peak-bagging, with a membership that averages 65 years of age.” Still active are Doc “Hi” Gibson, Ivan O’Neil, Spencer Ryder, George Ostrom, and Ambrose Measure (who was eighty in December 1988). Recent additions have been Pat Gyrion, Elmer Searles, Hank Good, and Bob Dundas (but Dundas, “being a kid in his late fifties,” has lowered our average age level). The gang has had more and more “guest” hikers the last few years, “including a few young fellas, and two ladies.” Seventy-year-old Elmer Searles keeps a record which shows they have made a total of ninety hikes or climbs in the past three years, most of them being reruns or new routes on fun peaks they had done before, such as Painted Tepee, Altyn, Sinopah, Grinnell, Rising Wolf, Clements, and Siyeh. As anyone who has climbed here is aware, several of those peaks are NOT easily ascended!


Ostrom sadly reports “We lost Harry Isch, on July 21,1988. He died of heart failure while climbing Mt. Cannon. He made a joke just seconds before dropping: a peaceful death, with good friends, in a beautiful place.”


To these senior citizens who are continuing to attain such lofty heights in Glacier National Park every younger climber must render deep respect. They give us all great hope for continuing outdoor activities in our own future!
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