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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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Cast of Characters

Athena (uh•THEE•nuh): A brown-haired girl who travels to magical Mount Olympus

Amphitrite (AM•fih•TRY•tee): Mermaid goddess of the sea

Zeus (ZOOSS): Most powerful of the Greek gods, who lives in Sparkle City and can grant wishes

Hestia (HESS•tee•uh): A small, winged Greek goddess, who helps Athena and her friends

Oliver (AH•liv•er): Athena’s white puppy

Artemis (AR•tuh•miss): A black-haired girl with a bow and arrow

Aphrodite (af•row•DIE•tee): A golden-haired girl with a chariot drawn by doves

Persephone (purr•SEFF•uh•nee): A girl with flowers and leaves growing in her hair and on her dress

Poseidon (po•SI•duhn): A walking, talking boy fork
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“Athena! Help!” a sweet, worried voice called out.

Eight-year-old Athena pushed her brown hair out of her face. Who was calling her name? She looked around the play area at the shopping mall where she sat doing her homework. There were no people nearby. There was only the mermaid statue that stood in the middle of a fountain.

Statues can’t talk, she thought. She must’ve imagined the voice.

It was after school. Her mom worked in the toy store across the way.

With a sigh, Athena finished her homework. After she put it in her backpack, she dropped it off with her mom, then came back out to the play area. Still no other kids around. Too bad. Hanging out with them would have kept her mind off her bad mood.

Why was it bad? Because she hadn’t won the school invention fair today, that’s why. Everybody always said she was super smart. Yet she’d come in second place.

Another girl had won. The girl’s invention was a toy ship made out of a large soda bottle, partly filled with marbles. She’d built it so it wouldn’t rock side to side very much in ocean waves.

Athena’s invention was new seeds for plants that wouldn’t need much water. They would help people grow food in places that didn’t get enough rain. It was a good project, yet it hadn’t won. You couldn’t always win, she knew. But, still.

Just then, that voice came again. “Athena! Over here!” it called.

Athena’s eyes got big. The voice had come from that mermaid statue after all! She got up and leaned over the edge of the fountain toward it.

“Did you just talk?” she asked the statue.

Though it stood still, its mouth moved. “Yes! My name is Amphitrite,” the statue replied.
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Huh? Magic like this usually only happened in a land Athena had been to called Mount Olympus. A storm had whirled her there the first time she went. However, she hadn’t known that magic could leave that land and come here!

“Four jewels have gone missing from the tip-top of Thunderbolt Tower,” Amphitrite went on.

Athena gasped. That was the tower in Sparkle City where Zeus lived! Zeus, a boy about her age, was the super-duper powerful king of the Greek gods. He could throw real thunderbolts! She’d met him on Mount Olympus a few times.

“Lost jewels?” Athena turned to study the play area. Since the mermaid had come to this mall, she must think the jewels ended up here, right? Before Athena could ask what kind of jewels to look for, Amphitrite spoke up.

“You won’t find the jewels here. And they weren’t lost. They were stolen!” the mermaid explained.

“Stolen?” said Athena. Her eyes went wide as she looked at the statue again.

“Mm-hmm. Zeus sent me here to ask you to help find them,” said Amphitrite.

Oh! So that’s why the mermaid came here—to find me! It pleased Athena that Zeus thought she could help. “Well, I can try. Do you have any idea who might have stolen your jewels?”

“Yes! The Four Winds stole them! They’re brothers,” said Amphitrite. “But only one of the jewels is mine. The other three belong to other magical creatures.”
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