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Fast * Fun * Reads

Pet Pals

Gus’s Escape

By Allison Gutknecht

Illustrated by Anja Grote






Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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For Oakley,

my sassy and sweet sunshine






Cast of Characters

Buttons (BUH-tens): Shy kitten at Whiskers Down the Lane Animal Shelter

Mitzy (MIT-zee): Excitable toy poodle at the shelter

Luna (LOO-nuh): Cranky cat at the shelter

Gus (GUS): Large guard dog at the shelter

Ted (TED): Manager of the shelter

Dustin (DUSS-ten): Young boy and friend of Mitzy’s
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“Can cats get sunburnt?” Buttons asks. He squints up at the harsh rays of light, and the centers of his amber eyes turn to thin black slits. “I’m not sure I like Ted’s plan.”

“Why? We get to be outside!” Mitzy says. She rolls over and wiggles against the ground. “I love outside.”

“You’re going to get dirty!” Luna yells at her. “No one wants a white poodle covered in grass stains.”
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“I agree with Buttons,” Gus says. He paces in circles, tangling his leash around the leg of a table. “It’s dangerous to leave us out here by ourselves.”

“By ourselves? There are volunteers all over this yard,” Luna points out. “And by the way, I haven’t hissed at any of them.” More quietly she mumbles, “Yet.”

“They’re strangers,” Gus states. “Strangers are the outdoor version of intruders.” He lifts his snout in the air and sniffs, checking the new people’s scents.

“I don’t understand,” Buttons says. “Why would bringing us to the front lawn make people want to adopt us?” Buttons tries to cuddle against Luna in the cage they’re sharing, and Luna slides away.

“Because they can see us from the street as they drive by,” Luna explains. “And Ted thinks that will make people more likely to stop and meet us.”

Buttons scoots closer to Luna again, squashing them both in a corner.
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Luna twitches her whiskers. “Can’t you move over? Just because Ted put us in here together doesn’t mean you have to sit on top of me.”

Buttons shuffles away, but keeps his tail draped over Luna. “Sorry, I was chilly,” he says. “I’m not used to fresh air.”

“Fresh air is amazing!” Mitzy exclaims. “It is why I like to go on walks with Dustin when he visits me.”

“You like to go because he gives you treats,” Luna corrects her. “It has nothing to do with the air.”

Gus continues to spin around the table, wrapping his leash more and more tightly.

“Gus, you are going to get dizzy,” Mitzy tells him. “Come onto the grass with me.”

“I need to stay on patrol,” Gus insists. “You never know who might pose a threat.”

Luna thumps her tail twice. “You look like the mutt version of a merry-go-round,” she tells him.
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