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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to Joe and Sharon West.

Mom and Dad, you are both a big inspiration for the words on these pages.

You are the embodiment of what it looks like to live our stories for God’s glory.

I’m blessed to be your son.

—MW






INTRODUCTION

Years ago, I took a road trip from my hometown near Chicago, Illinois, back to my new home of Nashville, Tennessee. I had made that drive hundreds of times before and knew the directions like the back of my hand. But as the hours passed, I daydreamed (as songwriters tend to do). As I daydreamed, I drifted. And as I drifted, I unknowingly missed my exit and began heading off course. It wasn’t until I noticed a highway sign welcoming me to Memphis, Tennessee, that I realized I had driven over three hours in the wrong direction. My absentmindedness and one wrong turn left me lost, confused, and desperately trying to find my way back to where I belonged.

I have learned that the stories of our lives can be like a road trip in that way. We can easily lose the truth of our story, take our eyes off the destination, and drift off course.

I first discovered the power of a story growing up in the front-row pew of my dad’s church. He was a great storyteller and had a special way of connecting the stories of our lives with the greater story that God has been telling throughout history. Some of the most compelling moments of sermons I heard growing up were accounts of God working in incredible ways through the lives of His people.

Like my dad, I’ve become a storyteller too. From the first time I sat down with that old guitar in my room, I knew my mission in life would be to tell stories, one three-minute song at a time. Many of the songs that mean the most to me are based on true stories of the people I have met along my journey. There is nothing more inspiring and uplifting than witnessing how God is at work in people’s lives. Our testimonies of God’s faithfulness have the power to embolden one another, carry one another through hard times, and change the world.

And that is the purpose of the book you hold in your hands right now.

This is a devotional about your story. It is a guide to help you remember that your life is being written by the Master Storyteller and that you are here on this earth for an important reason: to give God glory. Just like my surprising road trip to Memphis, our stories can head in the wrong direction if we take our eyes off home. The enemy would love for nothing more than to distract you from your life’s purpose. You see, he also has a plan for your story. He seeks to distract, discourage, defeat, and derail your story so that you never see the full impact God wants you to have in the world. That’s why it is important to stay intentional and focused.

We also have short-term memories when it comes to the amazing work God has done in our lives. I remember watching the movie Finding Nemo with my daughters when they were little, and we would laugh at how Dory, the blue fish with the bad memory, could forget things so quickly. But having a short-term memory also seems to be part of our human nature. We often live out our relationship with God in exactly the same way—losing sight of the theme of our story because we don’t remember all the miraculous work He has already done. This isn’t a new development; it is the long-running story of the people of God: we too easily forget His faithfulness.

In the book of Exodus, the Israelites see God do some shock-and-awe miracles. He leads them through the nights with a pillar of fire, parts the Red Sea, and destroys the greatest army on earth. What do they do a few short days after? They forget all those miracles and complain to Moses that God has left them to starve in the wilderness! It sounds crazy, but we do the same thing in our own faith journey.

We need the story of the Bible to point us back to the theme and direction of our lives. We need the community of faith to remind us of God’s love and grace. And we need prayer and time alone with God to remember how far we have come and where we are headed.

In My Story, Your Glory we are going to look at every corner of our lives, every chapter of our stories, and remember the ways that the God of the universe has faithfully provided, orchestrated, and navigated us on our journeys. Your story matters, and God wants to use every part of it for His Glory. The book of Revelation says that the enemy is overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony. That means your story is playing a part in the redemption of the world! I promise you there isn’t a single part of your story that God doesn’t plan for good.

Now is the perfect time to revisit the truth found in the story God is writing for you…

Are you in a chapter of confusion? Remembering God’s faithfulness can shine a light of clarity on where He is taking you.

Are you living through a painful part of your story? God wants to remind you that He is with you and will use even this.

Are you lost right now and need to come back home? Well, God loves to write a great comeback story.

Are you worried about an unknown or uncertain future? He is inviting you to learn what it looks like to live a story of trust and surrender.

Are you in a blessed and joyful chapter? God wants you to live a story of gratitude.

What about the painful chapters in your past that you wish you could rip out of the book? The Author of your story sees every part and wants you to invite Him into even the broken chapters no one else sees.

Can’t seem to make your story go the way you want it to? God wants to show you that His plan for you is the best plan.

Maybe you feel a million miles away from the story you thought your life was going to tell. God wants to write a beautiful new chapter of your life starting today.

The Bible says that we—the people of God—are His craftmanship. We are made in His image. This is the truest part of your story. You serve a God who loved you so much He gave His only Son so you would have everlasting life. He has invited you to play a role in the greatest story ever: the story of redemption and restoration of all of creation. As you open these pages, I hope you will be reminded that the author and perfector of our faith is intentional, right down to the smallest plot details, and that He wants to use it all for His Glory.


HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL

This devotional was designed to help you focus on the good news of your story as a follower of Jesus. Each day challenges you to consider a new truth of what God is currently doing or has done in your life. Each of the thirty days will challenge you to turn the focus of your life toward reflecting the glory of the One who loves you.

CONNECT to His Story includes a Bible study passage to help ground you in the truth of Scripture as well as questions for discussion with your small group (or further personal study).

Each CRAFT Your Story section is an opportunity for you to write and reflect on your own life and how God is working in your story. You can do this in a personal journal, in notes on your phone, or even at my ministry’s website: popwe.org. The point of this activity is to build a journal record of your story with God.

The SHARE Your Story daily activity provides ideas for sharing God’s work in your story with others in your community. We can lift one another up and encourage those around us to keep moving forward in our faith journey when we boldly share our testimonies of God’s faithfulness. You can choose to do these activities in your own way, or you can post them on the website.

Finally, each My Story devotional day provides a challenge called LIVE Your Story that will help you to live out how God’s glory manifests in your life, in your community, in your neighborhood. These ideas and activities are designed to help you put God’s love into practice!

It is so important to pay attention to the direction God is taking our lives and to be intentional about remembering His faithfulness. When you complete this thirty-day devotional, you will have a journal that documents God’s enduring presence—a written testimony that you can return to again and again for encouragement. My ministry, popwe (popwe.org), offers some powerful resources that can help you connect with others who are seeking God’s glory in their story.

I pray this devotional becomes a tool you return to during difficult times or whenever you need a reminder of God’s love, grace, and faithfulness. I’m excited to spend thirty days with you learning how to craft, share, and live a more meaningful and fulfilling story with the one life we get to live. It’s your story for His Glory.








DAY 1 My Life Story, Your Glory


Ever since humans began using the written word, they have been working to find a way to cover up their mistakes. Did you know that once a upon a time people actually used moist bread to erase their writing errors? I don’t know about you, but I can’t imagine wasting something as delicious as a Panera bagel or an Olive Garden breadstick just to hide a misspelled word. Fortunately for all the bread lovers of the world, Edward Nairne developed and marketed the very first rubber eraser in 1770.

Nearly two hundred years later (in 1956), an American typist named Bette Nesmith Graham invented a correction fluid that we know today as Wite-Out. (As a music fan, I feel compelled to tell you she was also the mother of Mike Nesmith, one of the members of the 1960s pop band The Monkees!) Bette helped save the jobs of countless receptionists and made a ton of money doing it. As computers came along, the good old delete key provided us with a super easy way to get rid of our mistakes. Of course, if you use an Apple product now, you can even “unsend” messages on your iPhone and computer. This compulsion to erase what we have written extends into our lives too.

I know what many of you are thinking: If only it were that easy to erase the unwanted sentences, paragraphs, and chapters of our own lives. Unfortunately, no moist bread, eraser, Wite-Out, or delete key can undo the parts of our own story we don’t like. We’ve all said and done things we wish we could undo. I have a few examples of my own, and by the time you read this I will have a few more. It is just part of being human.

But have you ever considered that maybe when we are tempted to hide those parts of our life, to white them out so that no one can see them—that isn’t part of God’s plan? What if instead of trying to erase, we simply handed our story over to God and trusted Him to reclaim and redeem our story by rewriting it in His own handwriting?

When we read about the apostle Paul’s life and ministry, we find that he was not concerned at all about “whiting out” the parts of his past that he most regretted. He didn’t shy away from the bad parts of his story. Saul had terrorized and imprisoned the early Christians. He understood that God’s grace is not some “magic eraser in the sky.” God stepped into his life, changed his name, and began to retell his story. After his conversion, Paul was not only transparent about the mistakes of his past but was also honest about continuing to struggle with sin (Romans 7). God reframes our stories with words of love and retells our lives in the nurturing light of His redemptive plan.

God takes broken sentences and uses them to rewrite your life into something beautiful. I think that’s why Paul acknowledged freely (and to all who would listen to him) that he was the worst of sinners. He was free to share the redemptive truth of his entire story—not just the shiny and glossy parts—because he understood that God was using every line to bring others closer to the truth of His love.

Today I want to challenge you to embrace the truth that God is aware of every line, every sentence, every paragraph, yes, every chapter of your story and He isn’t scared off by any of it. God knows every detail, and He still loves you. In fact, He wants to step into the darkest and most broken parts and use that very material to build something beautiful. God doesn’t even bother with a delete key—He is too busy rewriting.



CONNECT TO HIS STORY

Read the following passages and consider how they apply to your life:


ACTS 8:1–3 “And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.”

ROMANS 7:22–23 “For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me.”

1 TIMOTHY 1:15–16 “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life.”



How do you think the early Christians felt about Saul/Paul and his conversion?

How does Paul use his past as a testimony to God’s grace? What are some of the ways that God rewrites Paul’s story “line by line and word by word”?

What area of your life do you think God wants to use as a testimony to His redeeming love and grace?





CRAFT YOUR STORY

In your journal, take some time to document a part of your story that you have resisted handing over to God. Maybe it is a difficult season of your life or a time when you struggled spiritually or hurt others. Maybe it is that sentence you wish you wouldn’t have spoken. Consider if you have hidden or tried to white it out rather than handing it over to Him. How might God want to rewrite that area of your life?





SHARE YOUR STORY

Write the names of three people who need to hear how God is rewriting your story. Maybe you know of someone hurt by that unwanted part of your story or someone struggling in a similar way who would be encouraged by God’s work in your life. Plan to spend some time with these people in the next few weeks and share your testimony.





LIVE YOUR STORY

Find a quiet place today to spend some time in prayer and ask God to provide you with new words for that part of your story you are struggling with the most. Think about how God used Paul, the “worst of sinners,” to bring others closer to Him. He wants to rewrite your life, line by line.

Write down three words that come to mind as you pray and read Scripture, then post those words someplace where you can see them every day as a reminder that the Author of all things is always adding His own words to your story.








DAY 2 My Identity, Your Glory


I recently took my family on a vacation to New York City. When I think of the term vacation, I picture white sand beaches, sunshine, a book, and falling asleep in a beach chair while listening to the tide roll in and out. But when you’re a girl dad, you learn that the word vacation is often interchangeable with the word shopping. And when it comes to shopping, New York City is the place to be.

We had a blast shopping our way through the Big Apple. But one evening we found ourselves smack-dab in the middle of a very crowded Times Square. We were quickly engulfed by a crowd of protesters, street entertainers, tourists, people selling watches and purses, and a host of interesting characters. The intensity of the scene made my protective instincts kick in. “Stay close,” I said as I took my daughters by their hands and led them through the intimidating crowd. People were shouting slogans and selling their wares, and we were overwhelmed by the chaos around us. It would have been so easy for us to get separated, and I was not about to let go of my girls in the middle of that madness. As long as they stayed close to me, they could block out all the yelling, stay safe, and keep heading in the right direction.

That moment in the crowds of that big city sometimes feels like a metaphor for my spiritual life. It seems as if we are constantly being pulled in different directions by the shouts of our broken world and by our own sinful nature attempting to lead us astray. And when we lose touch with our heavenly Father, we can lose sight of who we are and be fooled into adopting an identity that the world wants to assign us, one far from the true identity given to us by a loving Creator:


	Your challenges in school can make you feel like your name is Stupid.

	A dysfunctional family situation can make you feel like your name is Unwanted.

	The mistakes you’ve made can make you believe your name is Failure.

	A spouse walks out, and you are left believing your name is Worthless.



I heard a preacher say once that we spend too much time playing “dress up” and putting on identities of the world rather than leaning into who God made us to be. It reminds me of a Henri Nouwen quote I came across: “Spiritual identity means we are not what we do or what people say about us. And we are not what we have. We are the beloved daughters and sons of God.”

My role as a dad has helped me better understand the importance of staying close to my heavenly Father for direction, for assurance, for identity.

Like all those people shouting in Times Square, if we follow the leads and the voices of other people instead of God’s, we soon lose the true story of who we are in Him. Satan knows that if he can get you and me to believe a lie about who we are, we’ll never be able to step fully and freely into the plan that God has for us.

The Bible tells us the truth of our God-given identity: “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1). A relationship with Christ also means your identity is found in Him no matter where you have been or what you have done. The God of the universe is only interested in the identity that He has given you.

We are God’s handiwork, His craftsmanship. The psalmist reminds us that we were known by our Creator while we were still in the womb (Psalm 139:13). We are known by God! He knows us better than we know ourselves. It makes sense for us to look to Him when searching for our identity and place in this world. Just like my daughters needed to stay close to me in the middle of that noisy, wild New York City crowd, we must always stay close to our heavenly Father. If we focus on walking hand in hand with Him and hear His voice over the messages of this world, we will hear Him calling us by our true name—the only name that matters.

Remember that the journey to discover your true identity begins by staying close to your heavenly Father. Today, remind yourself that you are who God says you are, and you are living a story that gives Him all the glory.



CONNECT TO HIS STORY

Read the following passage and consider how it applies to your life:


EPHESIANS 1:3–10 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.”



Think about the words Paul uses in this passage to describe our relationship with Christ.

What is your identity as a believer according to this passage?

What are the riches of God’s grace in your life? How can you share that with others?





CRAFT YOUR STORY

Spend a few moments today writing about your identity. How do you define yourself? How would you describe yourself to others? Now write about how God sees you. What is your identity in Him? Think about how you need to adjust your own view of your identity to coincide with your true identity in Christ.





SHARE YOUR STORY

Reach out to someone you know and encourage them that they are a son or daughter of God—that they can find their identity not in the things the world says but in Christ. Everyone is facing a battle for their identity, and today God could use you to be a much-needed reminder for someone else that they are a beloved child of God.





LIVE YOUR STORY

Spend some time researching what the Bible says about your identity in Christ. Pick out two or three verses to memorize and keep close to your heart in times when you are tempted to let the world define you.
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