

[image: Image]



[image: Images]





[image: image]


For Grandma Ellie, stylish and sweet!
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Supersweet News


Berry the Fruit Fairy headed to Red Licorice Lake at top speed. She wasn’t racing to Sun Dip because she was late. Usually she did arrive at the red sugar sand beach at Red Licorice Lake just as the sun was starting to slide behind the Frosted Mountains. Sun Dip was the time that her Candy Fairy friends shared stories and sweets. Her friends knew Berry was always the last to arrive. But today was different. Berry fluttered her wings faster. Today Berry was rushing to get there early because she was about to burst with her good news!


There was no one she wanted to share her news with more than her best friends.


“Wow! Berry, you are so early!” Raina the Gummy Fairy exclaimed when she saw Berry.


“Hot caramel, what’s wrong?” Melli gasped. She was spreading her blanket out on the sand and stood up with a concerned look. The dark-haired Caramel Fairy looked worried. “Berry, you are never early. Is everything all right?”
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“Something must be wrong,” Cocoa the Chocolate Fairy added as she arrived. She turned to Berry. “Are you okay?”


“She looks too good to be in trouble,” Dash said from above. The small Mint Fairy eyed her well-dressed friend. She landed next to Berry and looked her up and down, from her sugarcoated fruit hair clips to her sparkly sugar shoes.


If Berry wasn’t so happy, she might have gotten steamed up, but instead she just laughed. “Very funny,” she said. “I have supersweet news!”


“Well, go ahead!” Raina told her. “We’re all here.”


Berry took a deep breath. Her heart was racing so fast! “I have been invited to enter the Meringue Island Fashion Show for Young Fairies,” she blurted out. She floated above the red sugar sand. She couldn’t keep her wings still! “I sent in drawings for the past two years and I have finally been asked to be part of the competition!”


“Isn’t Olivia Crème de la Crème judging this year?” Raina asked.


Berry nodded quickly. “Yes! How sweet is that?”


Raina leaped up to give Berry a tight squeeze.


“Oh, Olivia is the best designer on Meringue Island,” Cocoa sighed. She opened up her basket full of Sun Dip treats. “This calls for some chocolate celebration. And I happen to have some! I made these chocolate sprinkle balls this afternoon. Have some!”


“Hmm, remember the sweet treats we got when we were getting fitted for our gumdrop dresses for Princess Lolli’s wedding?” Dash said wistfully. She popped a chocolate in her mouth. “I love Meringue Island, and especially Sweet Stitches.”


Berry clapped her hands. “Yes!” she exclaimed. “The event is at Olivia’s store! She is going to set up a huge tent behind her store for the show. She is making a runway for the models, just like in one of her fashion shows!”


“This competition has been going on for many years,” Raina said. “In the Fairy Code Book there’s a story about when Olivia Crème de la Crème won it as a young fairy.”


Berry smiled at Raina. No one knew the Fairy Code Book better than her friend. “I knew that sweet fact,” she said.


“Well, she definitely made Princess Lolli the most scrumptious wedding dress,” Melli said. “Plus, Olivia Crème de la Crème was very nice.”


“Oh, Olivia is the berriest!” Berry exclaimed. She took the invitation out of her bag to show her friends. “I don’t remember the Sweet Stitches treats like Dash does, but I do remember Olivia’s designs!”
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Cocoa took the invitation. “This is perfect for you,” she said, reading the card. “And look at this card! It is sugar-tastic!”


Berry had spent the day admiring the beautiful paper and artwork on the invitation. She took it back and put it in the envelope. All the colors were so beautiful and reminded Berry of Lollipop Landing when all the lollipops were ripe. Nothing Olivia Crème de la Crème did was in bad taste.


“You’ve been dreaming of a chance to show off your designs, and this is the sweetest way!” Cocoa said. “Imagine all the attention your design will get!”


“Meringue Island is the fashion capital of Sugar Valley!” Melli added. “This is supersweet news.”


“I’ve always loved this event,” Berry sighed. “I would read about it in the Daily Scoop and imagine my own designs being judged.” She sat down on the blanket next to Dash. The sun was nearing the Frosted Mountains and the sky was a beautiful pattern of pastels. “This is the most gorgeous Sun Dip! And the sweetest day ever!”


“How many fairies were invited?” Melli asked.


“There were twelve invitations sent,” Berry said. “I am not sure who else got an invite, but I know Fruli did. Her family is running the whole show.”


Fruli was a fancy Fruit Fairy from Meringue Island who worked in Fruit Chew Meadow with Berry. When Berry first met Fruli, she thought that the fancy fairy was snobby and sour. Berry was often jealous of Fruli and all her clothes and her fancy house. Fruli turned out to be nothing like Berry had imagined, and she was a good friend to all the Candy Fairies.


“Can I see the invitation?” Raina asked.


Berry handed it to her. When she did, a piece of paper fell out of the envelope.


Raina picked it up. “Did you see this?” she asked, unfolding the small note. “This year’s competition has a twist.”
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“A twist?” Berry mumbled. Her mouth was full of Cocoa’s chocolate sprinkle drops.


“I guess you didn’t see these rules?” Raina asked. She pointed to the small piece of raspberry-colored paper.


“What rules?” Berry asked, flying over.


“Of course Raina would read all the fine print,” Dash said with a giggle. “She’ll read anything!”


“It’s a good thing I do read everything,” Raina scoffed. “Berry, the competition is different this year. I guess that is why there is a special card in the envelope to explain. This year you don’t have all weekend to prepare an outfit. You will only have an hour to make your outfit—and the fabric is a surprise!”


“Huh,” Berry said. She took the small card back. “I didn’t notice that piece of paper.” She studied the new rules. She made a face as she realized that this year the fashion contest was going to be more challenging than in the past.
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