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What people are saying about
 Hekate: Temple of the Bones

The relationship that Bird has with Hekate is palpable; rich and deep, with an undercurrent of ancient mystery. I have attended Several Temple of the Bones rituals, and Hekate’s glittering presence shone through with great clarity and beauty in each one. Whether you’ve loved Hekate for many years, or seek to know her better now, you could not ask for a better guide than Bird.

Sharon Knight, Musician and Producer of Hexenfest

This book is a gift to the modern witchcraft community. Part spell book, part ritual grimoire, and part lived experience; this book offers guidance on how to approach working with an ancient Goddess. Hekate is formidable, and Teixeira doesn’t shy away from the hard truths of working with Her. Recommended as a starting point for new witches and ritualists or as a reference for older practitioners.

Iris Meredith Bell, General Manager of The Raven’s Wing Magical Co.

Temple of the Bones is the book I wished I’d had when I first met Hekate in my witchcraft journey. The language and practices are accessible, the magick palpable in each page. There is a deep concern and care for the reader, while also a reverence that invites attention and sincere devotion. I am grateful for this book and the way it welcomed me into the rituals.

Irisanya Moon, author of Reclaiming Witchcraft and Aphrodite

Temple of the Bones - Rituals to the Goddess Hekate by Jennifer Teixeira is a superb book of practical rites to honour the ancient Goddess of the crossroads, keeper of the keys to mysteries, torch-bearer in the night, psychopomp, and mistress of magic. Anyone wanting to work with Hekate will gain from reading this book, whether they are new seekers on the path or witches of many moons. Teixeira offers forms of divination, spells, recipes and rituals blending historical research and her own experience as a high priestess, witch and herbalist dedicated to Hekate in her many guises.

Lucya Starza, author of Candle Magic, and Poppets and Magical Dolls
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Introduction

There is no one definitive book that sets the guidelines for paganism and how you work magic or Honor the Goddess. The Temple of the Bones is a diverse group of Witches, who come together on the dark of the moon to work magic and honor the Mighty Queen Hekate from our heart and our bones. We are a ritual circle that includes people of all traditions and backgrounds, connected in sacred space through the worship of the Goddess. We understand, as Heraclitus said, that there is nothing permanent except change. The Goddess Hekate in her infinite power is a shapeshifter, keeper of mysteries, psychopomp to the dead and so much more. Not only do we seek out information that is available through books and the historic record, but also through personal work with the Goddess and daily practice. The writings in this book are Temple of the Bones Public rituals, my own personal workings, and other bits of things I have learned on my magical journey. It is my hope that they may help you on your own path to the Goddess.

This book was created in part for all of the members of the Temple and those interested in the temple, it is a historic record of ritual, how to create ritual for yourself through your own witchcraft practices. Maybe you have been curious but could never make it to the Temple. Perhaps you simply want this book to add to your collection of information on the practices of Dedicants to Hekate. Whatever your reason, here is a guide to these rituals.

Much of my experiences in Public Ritual are influenced by my High Priestess work with the Amazon Blood Mothers Coven, Starflower Coven, CAYA Coven, Grove of Hekate Full Moon Circle, Queen of Crossroads, Temple of the Bones, The Strophalos, Study with the Covenant of Hekate, and Familial Folk Magic. There have been bumps in the road, and I am grateful for this sacred space provided by the Goddess. I give my gratitude to The Titaness Hekate and all of my Teachers, Temples & Guides. Thanks go out to Rowan Rivers, my Temple Brother and fellow Dedicant of Hekate and to the Temple of the Bones we formed into being by acting on the words of the Goddess Hekate. From the Voice of Hekate and into your hands, here is the guidebook to rituals dedicated to the Mighty Queen and from The Temple of the Bones.

Thanks to all attendees of the Temple and to the Witches. Special Thanks to Rowan “Briar” Rivers for co-leading rituals alongside me every time, and to The Raven’s Wing as our Hosts in Oakland and Portland, Robyn Scott Forbes for being a wise ally in ritual space, Akasha, Andrea, Barry, Grey, Mme. Bogart, Harold, Heather, Heaven, Iris, Irisanya, Jenny, Jon, Lisa, Manea, Nicki, Quetzal, Rha, Rune, Sharon, Sorita, Sunsmith, Yansumi, and all participants of The Temple of the Bones.





Foreword by Rowan “Briar” Rivers

Coming to the Crossroads

I certainly didn’t plan to dedicate to Hekate. I don’t think it really works that way with her. While I had been familiar with Hekate and had participated in circles dedicated to her, she had always hung out on the fringes of my awareness, present but out of focus. Until, suddenly, she was front and center.

I was going through a major change in my life. I’d just uprooted and moved from Los Angeles to the Bay Area, gotten married, found a new job that paid well, and started really investing in my magical training. Everything was going great. I found a magical shop less than a mile from my house and decided on a whim to drop by for a service to Hekate. I deeply enjoyed the ritual and was planning to attend again in the future, so you could imagine my surprise when I learned that the temple to Hekate was discontinuing their services and that I had attended the final one.

A new temple to Hekate would be taking their place, one of the store owners told me, and would I like to participate? I said yes, of course, and before I knew it, I was in charge of organizing and leading rituals that were open to the public. It was my first time in a leadership role within a magical community. To be honest, I didn’t even know Hekate that well when I began, but within weeks I had gone from a sideline observer to a dedicated priestx. I wasn’t sure I belonged in such a position, given the relative newness of my relationship with Hekate, but Hekate did not seem to share my doubts. It was not important that I hadn’t chosen her - she had chosen me.

For two years I led these rituals, growing in my walk with the goddess from crossroad to crossroad. Eventually I left my job as a full-time theatre producer and went to work at the magic shop housing the rituals. I became a public representative of the triple-faced goddess and helped connect others to her awesome power every dark moon. I felt my witchcraft grow in profound, deep, and potent ways. I learned newer, more receptive ways of moving through the world that provided me with needed guidance, premonitions, and security. I began to own my power and claim my space in the world.

In her own amorphous way Hekate had gone from being on the periphery of my life to the center and circumference. As the months and years went on, I began to wonder whether or not my time being a public servant of Hekate was coming to a close. As I continued to develop my relationship with Hekate, I realized that the public rituals we were performing for her served the temple much more than they served me on a personal level. What was filling the cups of others was simultaneously draining mine. It was time once again for change.

This was really put to the test when, very suddenly, a devastating rip tore through our magical community, breaking friendships, splintering covens, and decimating careers. Seemingly overnight, massive amounts of toxic histories were exposed, battle lines were drawn, and sides were chosen. It was a time of great hurt for many people. For my part, I had almost no connection to any of the goings on, save that the person at the center of the scandal had been the very same person who encouraged me to start the new temple to Hekate. Ooh, that was messy for sure. Their fingerprints were all over our rituals: we sang their songs, used their invocations, followed their ritual format, and even deferred to them as the official “leader” -despite the fact that they were almost never in attendance and I did 90% of the work.

The allegations against this person were serious. Again, I found myself at the center of the crossroads. Do I take this opportunity to step back and focus on a more private relationship with Hekate, or do I move forward and offer my hurting community something newer and healthier for their spiritual paths? After discussing the matter with Bird, we decided that we would make a new temple, one that reflected the values and concerns of the people, and so Temple of the Bones was born.

At first, we were told that we could not do it. That we didn’t have the right to make a new temple and that we could not honor the goddess in our own ways. This, of course, only cemented our resolve and added to our passion. It was a time of extreme liberation. How did we want to invoke the goddess? How did we want to divine in ritual to receive her guidance? What kinds of rituals would we do? Who would be allowed to lead? What format would we choose?

It took about a week of intense focus, discussion, and brainstorming but in the end, it came together with surprising clarity. Ultimately, we decided that we wanted to work with Hekate in many of her aspects and would choose a different aspect to invoke each month. We realized that we connected to her chthonic aspects strongly, and opted to abandon divination by tarot for divination by bones instead. It was important to allow our members to express their magical selves, and so whoever took the role of energetically cleansing the attendees could do so in whatever style they saw fit. We would encourage each attendee to connect with the dead by invoking their particular ancestors. We would allow anyone to take a ritual role who had participated three times, and we would widen our reach to include new people.

Out of the old guard who had been leading rituals to Hekate, only one person besides Bird and myself chose to stay. To say this was disheartening would be an understatement. But Bird and I had really put our hearts into this and we believed we were following the guidance of our goddess, and so we chose to move forward with faith in her and without fear.

Our first ritual was so widely attended we ran out of chairs. People loved the new format! They felt more connected to their ancestors. They quizzed us excitedly about the bones that they had drawn and began to study new forms of magic. It felt like we had really done something right. We had faced the crossroads and made a brave choice, and it had paid off. Not only were we providing the community with a much needed and deeply healing practice, we had also fashioned something meaningful that was personally fulfilling for us as well.

So, you see I never planned to work so closely with Hekate, to dedicate to her and build her a temple. That’s just sort of the way it happened. Hekate has a way of catching you in moments of transition, of gently guiding you through signs and signals about which way to go. She is never pushy, never makes demands, she simply directs you with a passive, omniscient ambivalence and allows you to become more of who you are by choosing your own fate. By serving her I have served myself. And by letting her guide me at the crossroads I have carved my own path.

Here are some of the signs and symbols of Hekate that she may use to get your attention, direct your awareness, and lead you to greater heights of power and clarity.


Dogs: The animal the most closely associated with Hekate. With their strong senses of smell dogs may tune into things that are far off and out of our field of awareness. The barking of dogs announces the presence of Hekate and can indicate whether restless spirits are about.

Keys: As a goddess of liminal spaces, keys are very important to Hekate since they grant the ability to move from one place to another. Besides existing in the spaces between things (liminal spaces), Hekate is also a goddess of boundaries, and can force doors to lock and close if we are not ready to open them, or to keep danger out.

Crossroads: Both physical and metaphorical crossroads can be symbols of Hekate. She often appears to her followers when we are at a crossroads in life with insight to guide us on our journey. Offerings to her may be left at crossroads, and performing rituals to her in these spaces may add power to them.

Serpents: Constantly shedding their skin, snakes embody the process of death and rebirth sacred to Hekate. As a psychopomp who guides the souls of the dead to the Underworld and back, she is constantly treading the space between the living and the dead.

Shadow Work: Being confronted with an unpleasant aspect of yourself? That might be Hekate calling. Whether you’re being forced to work on your fear, your prejudice, your insecurity, your temper, or self-medication, any time unseen aspects of yourself are brought forth to be reckoned with then Hekate is with you.

The Dead: As a chthonic deity, Hekate works closely with the dead. During the dark moon she is known to lead the souls of the restless dead up to the earth so that they may seek revenge or whatever they need for their souls to find peace.

Poison: As a mistress of poisons, Hekate guides us on how what may appear baneful can also be healing, and how what seems innocent can secretly be poison. She embraces the subtle arts, and may call on us to use cunning tactics and esoteric knowledge to achieve our means.

The Dark Moon: This is the time of month when feasts are traditionally set out for Hekate and the restless dead in an event called Deipnon. Usually consisting of three parts, the Deipnon involves setting a meal out for Hekate and her undead hosts, atoning for egregious behaviour/cleansing the self, and also cleansing the home.

Torches: Hekate is famously known for helping to guide the way, illuminating things hidden and revealing unseen paths. She can offer light in the darkness, and with her three faces turned to each direction there is nothing she cannot see. Turning to her for guidance can reveal essential information and emotional security as we walk our individual paths.







Garden of Souls

In my early experience as a solitary practitioner, I discovered her energy, at the time she was nameless, coming in different forms, pulling me out of the darkness that I swam in. I would offer her ecstatic dances, speak to her and allow her to pull me through the emptiness of time. In the years that followed she told me her name and once again another world opened up, where I would connect with others who have been chosen by the Titaness Hekate. Once I had learned the ways of Public Priestesshood, I was initiated by the light of Her Torches. Learning the Mystery and acknowledging the shared experience of all life. Temple of the Bones is you; you are connected to the Earth through your body, your bones like the stones, connected to your ancestors, your flesh the soil, blood and lymph are the rivers flowing, your passion and desire are the fires that light your path, the air you breathe and the words you speak are the essence of connection.

Hekate is often called a “Dark Goddess” as she walks through the shadows allowing for illumination by her torchlight. Hekate is the light emerging from the darkness, her light is there, guiding, opening doors and revealing the path ahead. Her transformative power is within the void, absorbing, just as the dark of the moon allows for release, her door is open, and lessons from the dark are her realm. It is time to allow her to guide you through your own transformation.

Hekate is the midwife of life, death, and rebirth. She is with us at all of these moments, offering her lessons, her blessings and her protection. There are many things we take on in this life, we consume, we create and destroy, and she helps guide us through the process. In the transition of bringing this Temple to being, we dealt with the pain of loss, and the beauty of rebirth. The death and decay only helps us to flourish, as the bones of our ancestors nourish the roots we tend to. Our energy and workings guided by Hekate allow for this transformation. The fruits of your labor and medicine can grow within the soil, the power they have can be used to nourish the body and soul.

In the dark we sleep as the moon is over us with her mysterious light. Our intuition and more primal instincts are at the surface, waiting to be harnessed. She is the balance of light and dark throughout the moon cycle. In ancient texts, Hekate is seen as the Maiden, with the wisdom of being fresh from the Underworld. She is Triplicate and a Goddess of the doorway to the Chthonic Realm.
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