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Ours is the only country deliberately founded on a good idea.

John Gunther

The American Revolution was a beginning, not a consummation.

Woodrow Wilson

We should keep steadily before our minds the fact that Americanism is a question of principle, of purpose, of idealism, of character; that it is not a matter of birthplace, or creed, or line of descent.

Theodore Roosevelt

The United States has been one of the greatest sources of progress that the world has ever known. We were born out of revolution against an empire. We were founded upon the ideal that all are created equal. And we have shed blood and struggled for centuries to give meaning to those words, within our borders and around the world. We are shaped by every culture. Drawn from every end of the Earth, and dedicated to a simple concept, E pluribus unum: Out of many, one.

Barack Obama


INTRODUCTION

Give Props for What They Did!

The Founding Fathers.

Has a nice ring to it, doesn’t it? The alliteration, the comforting notion of these iconic men being called “fathers,” the conciseness and purity of the message of the phrase.

America’s Founding Fathers were, for the most part, visionaries, and men courageous enough to commit treason. (The Founding Mothers—those remarkable women who played a role in the vision quest of establishing America—will be another book at some point.) They rejected the authority of King George and Parliament and set out to conceive a new form of government: the purest, most well-defined republic that ever existed on Earth.

Who were these men? Many consider the term “Founding Fathers” to include well over 100 men. This all-encompassing definition includes those who signed the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Articles of Confederation.

For purposes of this book, however, we will look mainly at 32 men—the Indispensable 12 and an Invaluable 20—iconic figures who comprised many of the most influential men who participated in the founding of what we today know as the United States of America.

The world may not have seen since a greater assemblage of profound, brilliant, highly educated thinkers committed to a single goal.

What made them Founding Fathers? They were men who decided to invent a new country, a nation that was composed solely of people from other countries, men who decided to write down, for the first time, the idea that everyone is created equal. They also epitomized two noble, enlightened concepts: public service and the greater good.

And if they were around today, I suspect they would probably all be in the Rotary Club, as well as be huge Amazon customers.

But I digress.

There are elements of the story of the Founders and the earliest years of America that have always amazed: what they accomplished under circumstances that today would (generously) be described as primitive. No electricity, writing by hand, no true system of organized medicine, difficult—at best—travel, no real hygiene, and methods of communication that took days, weeks, and sometimes months. (I often ask my students what they think Bach, Mozart, Jefferson, or Franklin would have achieved in a digital world with what’s available to us all today. Some perspective always helps, I say.)

Plus, when we consider the fact that everyone back then was almost certainly drunk all the time, as historian Marvin Kittman put it, it was amazing that they could even stand up.

And yet look at what they did!

This book provides a plethora of facts about the Founding Fathers. I hope you find it entertaining, enlightening, educational, and any other positive “e” words you can think of.

Thanks for coming along on this ride into the past.

Stephen Spignesi

New Haven, Connecticut

July 4, 2016

What Are America’s Founding Documents?

America’s founding documents are the Articles of Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and the United States Constitution.

Here is a brief look at each of these seminal writings.

The Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation served as the United States’ first Constitution. They were adopted by the Continental Congress on November 15, 1777, and were in effect from March 1, 1781, until 1789 when the United States Constitution came into effect.
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There were only 13 states, but they believed there was a need to codify their existence and validity by writing a set of laws and official policies.

The Articles of Confederation didn’t work too well.

What, precisely, was wrong with the Articles of Confederation?

First, they provided no separation of powers. The Articles of Confederation gave each state one vote and a two-thirds majority to pass a law.

They did not give the government the right to collect taxes.

The government couldn’t declare or wage war.

The government couldn’t even regulate trade.

Essentially, the Articles of Confederation created a weak federal government. Was this intentional? Maybe. A lot of people in the new colonies were still quite skittish about a strong federal government. They’d just left a monarchy, so giving away power to a government was problematic for many.

One of the good things about Articles of Confederation, though, was that they did give us a name: Article I states, “The Stile of this Confederacy shall be ‘The United States of America.’” That was the first time we were, so to speak, “official.”

And the Articles also served to create a bond among the 13 original states. How is that a bad thing, considering that that initial proclamation of unity resulted in 37 more states over the next century or so?

The Declaration of Independence

It’s easy to overlook the importance of the Declaration of Independence. In fact, its name has morphed into a phrase with the words all running together—declarationofindependence—and we hardly look at the individual words or consciously suss out their meaning.
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Remember that this was a piece of writing to which they had to put a title. They knew their goal: “Hey, Great Britain! We’re a sovereign nation, so mess with us at your peril.” But what should they call the document that would communicate that message?

Imagine the conversation:


First of all, what is it? It’s a statement.

A statement of what?

Individual sovereignty.

So how about The Statement of Individual Sovereignty?

Not very catchy, right?

How about The Statement of Sovereignty?



Kind of boring. And “statement” is kind of weak, isn’t it? What’s stronger than the word statement? Assertion? Claim? Affirmation? What are we doing with this document?


We’re declaring to the world that we are our own country.

Declaring.

So we’re making a declaration.

“Declaration” works.

The Declaration of Individual Sovereignty.

Still kind of clunky and wordy. As well as being a mouthful.

So, what actually is individual sovereignty?

Autonomy? The Declaration of Autonomy?

No.

Self-rule?

The Declaration of Self-Rule?

No.

Self-government?

The Declaration of Self-Government?

No. Still too cumbersome.

How about independence? That, after all is what we’re declaring, right?

The Declaration of Independence.

Yes! The Declaration of Independence.



That’s what we’ll call it. And there will be no doubt in King George’s chambers as he dons his spectacles and reads the title we have written in a bold hand. It will be clear to see, and it will say what we mean.

Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft, and notes were provided by John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and others, and ultimately it evolved into the document known around the world today. Our Declaration of Independence from Great Britain, adopted by Congress in July 1776, has served as an inspiration for other countries and peoples and contains what some have called one of the most well-known sentences in the English language:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

This sentence begins the second paragraph, though, and in the first paragraph, Jefferson and company rhetorically justify the need for them to make the declaration:

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

King George must have read that and immediately knew what would soon be on his agenda, so to speak. Note Jefferson’s word choice: necessary, dissolve, assume, separate, equal … these are strong words that contextually set the stage for what’s to come.

The United States Constitution

Nascent countries model their constitutions on the United States Constitution, the document that is the supreme law of the United States.

The Constitution defines our federal government as having 3 parts: the executive, the legislative, and the judicial branches.

The legislative is the Congress, consisting of the House of Representatives and the Senate; the executive is the president (yes, the entire executive branch consists of one elected man); the judicial is the federal courts system, culminating with the United States Supreme Court.

The United States Constitution can be amended by the people, but is interpreted by the courts.

The Constitution, as of 2016, is 227 years old, and is still as relevant and important as it was today when it was born in 1789.

The United States Constitution essentially dictates the powers of government. I have a friend, a Constitutional expert, who always says, “The Constitution was not written to protect the government from the people. It was written to protect the people from the government.”

The United States Constitution includes the Bill of Rights, one of the most profound documents ever written about freedom, government, and the human condition.

It provides an array of rights that cannot be denied:

•   Freedom of speech.

•   Freedom of religion.

•   Freedom of assembly.

•   Freedom of expression.

•   The right to bear arms.

•   No cruel or unusual punishment.

•   The right to a speedy trial.

•   No self-incrimination.

•   No searches and seizures without a warrant.

•   No double jeopardy.

•   No trial without an indictment.

•   The right to a jury trial.

These are magnificent acknowledgments of our nation’s defining principles: all men are created equal, and all men are born free. (See: “What Do the 27 Amendments to the Constitution Do?”)

How significant in our history is the United States Constitution?

Significant enough that a TV series, The West Wing, devoted an entire storyline to whether or not the original Fifth Amendment has a smudge or a comma in its last line:

Without the comma: “nor shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation.”

With the comma: “nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.”

The official government website www.archives.gov presents the text as having the comma.

The United States Constitution is one of the founding documents of the United States, and it might be the single most important document to emerge from the American Revolution.

And not just for Americans.

Docs on the Down Low: Other Important Founding Documents and What They Did

The Articles of Confederation, the Declaration of Independence, and the United States Constitution are the 3 most important founding documents of America. But wait, there’s more!

There were other documents that paved the way, set the stage, or reinforced the messages of the Big Three. Here’s a look at some of the most important founding documents other than the three we know so well.

The Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom

The first draft of this document was written by Thomas Jefferson in 1777, when he was 34 years old. This document essentially shut down the Church of England’s authority over the United States. It became part of Virginia’s state law on January 16, 1786.

Catholics, Jews, and miscellaneous Protestants were now all granted the complete freedom to worship as they desired, and they were guaranteed zero intrusion into their belief systems by the government.

Any government.

Obviously, the Virginia Statue for Religious Freedom was the antecedent to the religious freedom rights granted in the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights, except that instead of granting religious freedom to everyone in the country, as the First Amendment did, the Virginia Statute applied only to residents of the state of Virginia.

The Virginia Statute as enacted into law begins:

Well aware that the opinions and belief of men depend not on their own will, but follow involuntarily the evidence proposed to their minds; that Almighty God hath created the mind free, and manifested his supreme will that free it shall remain by making it altogether insusceptible of restraint …

The complete law is 797 words long and the most important section is the second (emphasis added):

We the General Assembly of Virginia do enact that no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer, on account of his religious opinions or belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their opinions in matters of religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect their civil capacities.

Part I of the law consists of a justification for the law itself. What I have always found fascinating is that Part I of the Virginia Statute might hold the record for the longest run-on sentence in America’s historical documents. Part I consists of one 613-word sentence.

Thomas Jefferson was rarely this long-winded.

The Federalist Papers

The Federalist Papers comprised 85 articles and essays written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, and they explained and endorsed the ratification of the United States Constitution.

The essays were published in newspapers between October 1787 and August 1788, and they tackled every conceivable issue regarding the establishment of the United States and the need to accept its pending Constitution.

Some of the issues discussed in the Federalist Papers included:

•   Dangers from foreign countries

•   Dangers and consequences from dissension and hostilities between the states

•   The importance of preventing insurrection

•   The importance of a navy

•   Taxes

•   The economy

•   The problems with the Articles of Confederation

•   States’ rights

•   Checks and balances

•   The powers of the Senate

•   The Executive department

•   How to elect a president

•   The powers of the president

•   Treaties

•   The powers of the judiciary

•   Trial by jury

When we consider the differences in how politicians and leaders speak to the masses today and in the period of the Federalist Papers, we cannot help but be struck by how effective a seemingly primitive system worked. Thinkers and politicians wrote detailed essays about important issues. The newspapers published them. The citizenry read them.

Today, the Internet provides the identical paradigm, but on an enormously broader scale. And politicians and scholars do use the web to publish important essays and think pieces about our government, socioeconomic climate, our culture, and all manner of topics.

But does anyone read them?

One of the saddest (but most funny) segments comedians and talk show hosts offer is the classic “Man on the Street” interview. They’re funny because comedians can make any situation funny. They’re very sad because it seems like an awful lot of people today—even with access to the Internet—cannot name the vice president of the United States.

The Northwest Ordinance

The Northwest Ordinance (which was officially known as An Ordinance for the Government of the Territory of the United States, North-West of the River Ohio) basically allowed the new government of the United States to make states. It was ratified on July 13, 1787.

The Northwest Ordinance was the most important act passed under the Articles of Confederation. It established land rights, created the public domain, explained how to add new states to the Union, denoted the rights of citizens of new states vis à vis the rights of citizens of existing states, established what essentially became public schools, prohibited slavery in new states, and stated that lands could never be taken away from Indians again.


Part I



THE MAIN MEN: 12 INDISPENSABLE FOUNDERS
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CHAPTER 1

GEORGE WASHINGTON

The Boss

I have been called upon by the unanimous voice of the Colonies to take command of the Continental Army; an honour I neither sought after, nor desired, as I am thoroughly convinced that it requires greater abilities, and much more experience than I am master of, to conduct a business so extensive in its nature, and arduous in the execution. But the partiality of the Congress, joined to a political motive, left me without a choice; and I am now commissioned a General and Commander-in-Chief of all the forces now raised, or to be raised, for the defence of the United Colonies.1
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BORN: February 22, 1732 in Westmoreland County, Virginia

DIED: December 14, 1799 in Mount Vernon, Virginia

AGE AT DEATH: 67

CAUSE OF DEATH: Pneumonia. Washington had gone horseback riding in cold, snowy weather, and the following day he complained of a sore throat. This was the beginning of his demise. He was initially diagnosed as suffering from inflammatory quinsy, an inflammation of the tonsils often marked by abscesses. Washington’s condition was gravely aggravated by his doctors’ “treatments”: They bled him with leeches four separate times and raised blisters on his throat and legs as a counterirritant.2

POLITICAL PARTY: Federalist Party

FIRST LADY: Martha Dandridge Custis

CAREERS: First president of the United States, 1789-1797, commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, presiding officer of the Constitutional Convention, distiller, planter, real estate investor.

RELIGION: Episcopalian

NICKNAMES: American Fabius, Devourer of Villages (the Iroquois were not fans), the Farmer President, the Father of His Country, the Old Fox, the Potomac Stallion, the Sage of Mount Vernon, the Savior of His Country, the Surveyor President, the Sword of the Revolution, Stepfather of His Country.

MEMORABLE QUOTE ABOUT HIM: “First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen, he was second to none in the humble and enduring scenes of private life; pious, just, humane, temperate, and sincere; uniform, dignified, and commanding, his example was as edifying to all around him as were the effects of that example lasting.” — Congressman Henry Lee

FOUNDING DOCUMENTS SIGNED: The United States Constitution, the New York Ratification of the Bill of Rights

BOOKS TO READ FOR MORE INFORMATION:

•   Washington: A Life by Ron Chernow

•   His Excellency: George Washington by Joseph Ellis

•   George Washington: The Indispensable Man by James T. Flexner

•   The Washingtons: George and Martha, “Join’d by Friendship, Crown’d by Love” by Flora Fraser

•   George Washington: A Biography by Washington Irving

•   1776 by David McCullough



W e take George Washington for granted in America. We say “He was the father of our country,” and everyone nods. He’s on the $1 bill. The capital of our country is named after him. The Washington Monument is a globally recognized iconic symbol of America. Yet if there is a single figure who can be called “indispensable” in the epic tale of the birth of the United States of America, it must undoubtedly be George Washington. (Although, ironically, we could also credit another George—King George III—as also being integral to the birth of America. It is, after all, due to him that the colonists fought for their own freedom.)
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Washington was indispensable to the formation of the United States of America. He was The Boss. His vision for this new nation was definitive and authoritative. And on top of that, he was a pretty interesting guy as well. He was a planter, a horseman, a brewer … and a dancer and gambler, too. (Rumor has it he’d gamble on anything.) Like I said, very cool guy. And his efforts, genius, and commitment resulted in the legacy of the most important, influential, and, yes, indispensable country in the history of the world.


30 of George Washington’s Rules of Civility That Could Be Useful Today

While in his teens, George Washington copied into a notebook “110 Rules of Civility & Decent Behavior in Company and Conversation” that he found in a set of rules written by French Jesuits in 1595. Here is a look at 30 of those rules that we can undoubtedly consider to be particularly timely and relevant these days, followed by a somewhat contemporary interpretation of their meaning.

20. The Gestures of the Body must be Suited to the discourse you are upon.

Don’t act the fool.

21. Reproach none for the Infirmities of Nature, nor Delight to Put them that have in mind thereof.

Don’t make fun of people with disabilities.

22. Show not yourself glad at the Misfortune of another though he were your enemy.

Don’t cheer about someone else’s bad luck.

24. Do not laugh too loud or too much at any Public Spectacle.

Don’t act the fool, part 2.

35. Let your Discourse with Men of Business be Short and Comprehensive.

Don’t waste people’s time.

38. In visiting the Sick, do not Presently play the Physician if you be not Knowing therein.

Unless you’re a doctor, don’t act like one.

40. Strive not with your Superiors in argument, but always Submit your Judgment to others with Modesty.

You don’t know everything, so don’t act like it.

41. Undertake not to Teach your equal in the art himself Professes; it Savours of arrogance.

Don’t tell Stephen Hawking about physics, or Stephen King about writing.

42. Let thy ceremonies in Courtesy be proper to the Dignity of his place with whom thou converses for it is absurd to act the same with a Clown and a Prince.

Know who you’re dealing with and act accordingly.

44. When a man does all he can though it Succeeds not well blame not him that did it.

What? You never screwed up?

45. Being to advise or reprehend any one, consider whether it ought to be in public or in Private; presently, or at Some other time in what terms to do it & in reproving Show no Sign of Cholar but do it with all Sweetness and Mildness.

Yeah, you're the Boss. That's no excuse for scolding an employee in front of others.

46. Take all Admonitions thankfully in what Time or Place Soever given but afterwards not being culpable take a Time & Place convenient to let him know it that gave them.

Take it with a smile … but defend yourself.

47. Mock not nor Jest at any thing of Importance break no Jest that are Sharp Biting and if you Deliver any thing witty and Pleasant abstain from Laughing thereat yourself.

What? You always look perfect? And don’t laugh at your own jokes.

48. Wherein you reprove Another be unblameable yourself; for example is more prevalent than Precepts.

When you’re ready to blast someone, look in the mirror first.

49. Use no Reproachful Language against any one neither Curse nor Revile.

Yeah, everyone swears, but be cool about it.

50. Be not hasty to believe flying Reports to the Disparagement of any.

Don’t believe gossip. You could be the next topic of discussion.

54. Play not the Peacock, looking every where about you, to See if you be well Decked, if your Shoes fit well if your Stockings sit neatly, and Cloths handsomely.

Don’t be vain. Nobody cares.

56. Associate yourself with Men of good Quality if you Esteem your own Reputation; for ‘is better to be alone than in bad Company.

Your friends speak volumes … about you!

63. A Man ought not to value himself of his Achievements, or rare Qualities of wit; much less of his riches Virtue or Kindred.

Don’t brag about how incredible you are. Nobody cares.

64. Break not a Jest where none take pleasure in mirth Laugh not aloud, nor at all without Occasion, deride no mans Misfortune, though there Seem to be Some cause.

Don’t make a joke at a funeral.

68. Go not thither, where you know not, whether you Shall be Welcome or not. Give not Advice without being Asked & when desired do it briefly.

Don’t crash parties or conversations … don’t offer advice if not asked for it.

72. Speak not in an unknown Tongue in Company but in your own Language and that as those of Quality do and not as the Vulgar; Sublime matters treat Seriously.

Speak English, or Spanish, or Arabic … if that’s what everyone is speaking.

73. Think before you Speak pronounce not imperfectly nor bring out your Words too hastily but orderly & distinctly.

Don’t come off as ignorant.

79. Be not apt to relate News if you know not the truth thereof. In Discoursing of things you Have heard Name not your Author always A Secret Discover not.

Don’t gossip.

80. Be not Tedious in Discourse or in reading unless you find the Company pleased therewith.

Don’t be boring.

81. Be not Curious to Know the Affairs of Others neither approach those that Speak in Private.

Don’t be nosy.

82. Undertake not what you cannot Perform but be Careful to keep your Promise.

Don’t say you can or will do something if you can’t or won’t.

89. Speak not Evil of the absent for it is unjust.

You wouldn’t want to be trashed behind your back, would you?

98. Drink not nor talk with your mouth full; neither gaze about you while you are drinking.

Eating or talking with your mouth open is disgusting. Don’t do it.

110. Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire called conscience.

Have a conscience. Karma is real, dudes and dudesses.



You know that commercial with the guy who’s described as “the most interesting man in the world?” Compared to George Washington … not even close.

A good illustration of Washington’s character and sense of self is the story of his title. After he was inaugurated, it of course came to pass that he needed a title. How should the first president of this new nation be addressed?

One Senate committee came up with the following:

“His Highness the President of the
United States of America and Protector
of the Rights of Same.”

White House history would certainly be different if they had all agreed to that, wouldn’t it? But there was one major flaw in this title and that was the fact that we would all be addressing the president as “His Highness.” We had just fought a war to rid ourselves of the burden of royal rule, and here we go again: using a term of royalty to describe and address our new president.

Washington himself, it is said, was having none of it. He probably saw that it was quite a malignant contradiction to elevate the leader of the land to a position “higher” than everyone else—in a country founded on the principle that everyone was equal. No one was higher than anyone else. (Bill Maher once had a queen as a guest on his HBO show, Real Time. He told the story of how her people gave him strict instructions as to how to address her, how to interact with her, and so forth. They told him he could only address her as “Your Highness.” Bill refused and essentially said it was a deal breaker. If she wanted to be on the show, she’d have to allow Bill to address her as he saw fit which, in his case, was by her first name. He made the same point that became an issue with Washington: no one can be defined as a “highness”; i.e., higher than anyone else. The queen was, in the end, on the show.)

Washington wanted to be addressed simply. “Mr. President” would do just fine, he said. And it has for quite some time.

The following section has some interesting facts about G.W., along with some amazing quotes from the American man who was, to all our benefit, utterly indispensable.

16 Things You Never Knew About George Washington

  1.   George Washington was ambitious, and he wore his military uniform to congressional meetings. This was Washington’s silent, and therefore discreet, way of advertising his availability. When John Adams rose to propose Washington be commander-in-chief, Washington left the room so as not to hear what was said about him.

  2.   When Washington was around 19, he contracted smallpox. He survived the disease, but almost certainly suffered one of the consequences of it later in his life: sterility. He never had biological children with Martha, and historians believe the smallpox, or possibly tuberculosis of the vas deferens, caused his presumed sterility.

  3.   Washington had several diseases throughout his life, including the aforementioned small pox, plus malaria (at least 5 times), dysentery (at least 3 times), tuberculosis (at least twice), and pneumonia.
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  4.   Historian Peter Henriques in The Death of George Washington: He Died As He Lived, said, “Washington died exceedingly hard.” He’s right.3

  5.   Martha Washington burned her husband’s letters after his death. Some survived, however, and later were purchased by the J. P. Morgan Library. J. P. Morgan, taking upon himself the responsibility of destroying writings of the first president of the United States, burned Washington’s remaining letters. His reason was that they were “smutty.”4

  6.   Slavery did not bring out the best in many people, George Washington included. In 1774, the U.S. capital was moved to Philadelphia and, of course, Washington moved there when he was inaugurated in 1789. At the time, Washington had a slave cook at Mount Vernon named Hercules, who he brought with him to Philadelphia. Washington really loved Hercules’ cooking, but Pennsylvania law stated that any slave who is brought to the state could only remain enslaved for 6 months. He or she then had to be set free. This did not please George, so he would send Hercules back to Mount Vernon after 5 months or so, let him remain there for a few weeks, and then call him back to Philadelphia where the 6-month clock would start all over again. The resolution of this story is gratifying: Hercules eventually escaped and Washington never saw him again.

  7.   First President George Washington’s salary was $25,000 per year. That was equal to around $615,000 in today’s dollars and was, in fact, more than today’s U.S. presidents earn. The current presidential salary is $400,000 per year. It’s been that amount since 2001, when it was doubled from $200,000. (John Adams, GW’s VP, earned $5,000 per year, about $123,000 in today’s dollars.)

  8.   George Washington refused to shake anyone’s hand. He felt it was demeaning.

  9.   George Washington was a prolific writer, but he did not read a lot of books. He did, however, love reading newspapers and subscribed to 10 of them at Mount Vernon.

10.   All his life George Washington was afraid of being buried alive. Considering the primitive medical practices of the time, that is actually not an unreasonable fear. On his deathbed, he instructed everyone that he wanted them to wait 2 whole days before burying him, in case they had made a mistake. They waited.

11.   George Washington never graduated from college. He was the only Founder who went on to become president who did not have a college degree.

Speaking words of wisdom …

12.   “I do not conceive we can exist long as a nation, without having lodged somewhere a power which will pervade the whole Union in as energetic a manner, as the authority of the different state governments extend over the several States.”5

Nobody’s perfect? Have you met Donald Trump? Washington disagrees …

13.   “We must take human nature as we find it, perfection falls not to the share of mortals.”6

George liked his alone time …

14.   “Retired as I am from the world, I frankly acknowledge I cannot feel myself an unconcerned spectator. Yet having happily assisted in bringing the ship into port & having been fairly discharged; it is not my business to embark again on the sea of troubles. Nor could it be expected that my sentiments and opinions would have much weight on the minds of my countrymen—they have been neglected, tho’ given as a last legacy in the most solemn manner. I had then perhaps some claims to public attention. I consider myself as having none at present.”7

GW was really sick of religion …

15.   “We have abundant reason to rejoice that in this Land the light of truth and reason has triumphed over the power of bigotry and superstition, and that every person may here worship God according to the dictates of his own heart. In this enlightened Age and in this Land of equal liberty it is our boast, that a man’s religious tenets will not forfeit the protection of the Laws, nor deprive him of the right of attaining and holding the highest Offices that are known in the United States.”8

16.   “No one would be more zealous than myself to establish effectual barriers against the horrors of spiritual tyranny, and every species of religious persecution.”9


An Interview with George Washington

What would it be like to sit across from George Washington and interview him in person? What a concept, eh? Perhaps the following “interview” with George Washington (as well as the interviews with the other Founders throughout the book) will be a worthy virtual substitute. These interviews are each a literary patchwork quilt of sorts consisting of questions crafted by myself and my colleagues and answered with the verbatim words of the Founding Father.

We “reverse-engineered” the Founders’ words, in a sense, to create what is ultimately a realistic interview with the Founder. The Founders' words were drawn from speeches, writings, and letters and are reproduced precisely as written or uttered. The Founders’ words are not edited. We offer this unique perspective as a wish fulfillment exercise: What would it be like to interview George Washington? Hopefully, this will give us a sense of that impossible dream.

Q:   Good day, Mr. President. Let’s begin with this. What role do you think religion should play in the functioning of our government?

A:   As President Madison said, “The civil government functions with complete success by the total separation of the Church from the State.”

The foundation of our Empire was not laid in the gloomy age of Ignorance and Superstition, but at an Epocha when the rights of Mankind were better understood and more clearly defined. At this auspicious period, the United States came into existence as a Nation, and if their Citizens should not be completely Free and Happy, the fault will be entirely their own.
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