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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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Cast of Characters


	Aphrodite (af•row•DYE•tee):

	A golden-haired, beautiful girl found in a shell

	Athena (uh•THEE•nuh):

	A brown-haired girl who travels to magical Mount Olympus

	Persephone (purr•SEFF•oh•nee):

	A girl with flowers and leaves growing in her hair and on her dress

	Oliver (AH•liv•er):

	Athena’s puppy

	
Zeus (ZOOSS):

	Most powerful of the Greek gods, who lives in Sparkle City and can grant wishes

	Hestia (HESS•tee•uh):

	A small, winged Greek goddess who helps Aphrodite, Athena, and Persephone

	Medusa (meh•DOO•suh):

	A mean mortal girl with snakes for hair, whose stare can turn other mortals to stone

	Artemis (AR•tih•miss):

	A black-haired girl with a bow and arrow
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Aphrodite rolled her neck from side to side. Swish went her long golden hair. Then she circled her arms in the air. “Feels sooo good to be able to stretch,” she told Athena and Persephone. She had met these two new friends only yesterday here in the magical land of Mount Olympus. Both were eight years old, like her.

Because of a magic spell, she’d been locked inside a giant shell. She hadn’t been able to move around much. So no wonder stretching felt good to her! Her new friends had rescued her from that shell in a deep underground place called Wunderworld.

After leaving that place they’d walked a long way along the orange, blue, and pink Hello Brick Road. They had slept under the stars. Then they had gotten up early this morning to begin walking again. For the past two hours Aphrodite had made a game out of trying to step only on the pink bricks. Pink was her favorite color!

Persephone yawned. “All this walking is making me tired. If you showed me to a flower bed, I’d take a nap in a snap!”

Real leaves and flowers always grew from her dress. And from her curly yellow hair. So yesterday in Wunderworld some giant daisies had mistaken her for one of them. They’d tried to capture her! They’d wanted her to hang out and be friends with them forever. Luckily Aphrodite and Athena had been able to rescue her.

“At least Oliver is getting a nap. He’s pooped,” said Athena. She glanced down at Oliver, her little white dog. She was carrying him in her book bag. The top flap was open. His head stuck out, but his big brown eyes were closed. “The sooner we get to Sparkle City, the better. Zeus just has to help me get back home!” Athena said.

Aphrodite knew Athena didn’t belong in this magical land. A strange storm had blown her here from far away.

“And I hope he’ll give me the gift of good luck!” Persephone added. She was sure she had a case of “bad luck-itis.” And she was afraid her bad luck rubbed off on others.
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“Yeah, good plan,” Aphrodite told Persephone as she trudged along. Having daisies try to trap you was definitely bad luck.

The three girls were on their way to see Zeus. He was king of the gods and super-duper powerful. If anyone could help them, it would be him! However, he lived in Sparkle City at the top of Mount Olympus. They hoped they would get there by tonight.

Aphrodite took a big jump to land on the next pink brick. She had a reason for wanting to see Zeus too. People told her she was hard to like sometimes. Probably because she said whatever words came into her head, without thinking first. And sometimes that hurt people’s feelings or made trouble. So she wanted Zeus to give her the gift of likability. Then maybe she’d be able to make and keep friends.

She looked at the sleeping dog. “I wish I was small enough to fit inside your book bag,” she said to Athena. “Then maybe I could catch some z’s too!”

Athena and Persephone laughed. The Hello Brick Road had been winding up a grassy hill for the past twenty minutes. Now they got to the top of it.

“Look! Poppies!” Persephone exclaimed. She pointed ahead. Fields of bright red flowers grew on both sides of the road far into the distance. Giggling in delight, she left the road and went leaping through the flowers.

“No!” Athena quickly called out. “Come back!” She chased Persephone into the poppy field, trying to stop her.

Hestia, a tiny, glowing, fairylike goddess, had told them that as long as they stayed on the Hello Brick Road they would be safe. But there was danger once off it. The last time they’d seen the tiny goddess, she’d said: “If all goes well, you’ll reach Sparkle City soon. But there’s danger ahead. Watch out for—”
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