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What people are saying about


Astrology’s Magical Nodes of the Moon


Astrology’s Magical Nodes of the Moon was a real eye-opener. Although I consider myself a believer and follower of astrology, I have never had any astrologers explain the importance of the nodes of the Moon and how they connect us with our past life gifts, talents, and karma and help us pave the way toward our future and present life soul’s purpose. This book is fantastic! I learned a lot about myself through the author’s easy-to-follow compassionate guidance. Carmen Turner-Schott and Bernie Ashman have a real winner here. I highly recommend Astrology’s Magical Nodes of the Moon to anyone who wants to understand their soul’s purpose more deeply.


Shelley A. Kaehr, Ph.D., author of The Goddess Discovered and Past Lives in Ancient Lands & Other Worlds
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Introduction


Have you ever been curious about your past lives? For many years, Carmen Turner-Schott and Bernie Ashman, the authors of Astrology’s Magical Nodes of the Moon, have worked as astrological counselors with a strong interest in past lives. One of the main goals of this book is to introduce you to important past life themes that have accompanied you into this incarnation. Whether you are new to astrology or a professional, we believe you will find this book a helpful guide to navigate any past life shadows and achieve personal empowerment. The good news is that whatever might be working negatively for you can be turned into positive energy. This book will help you become more aware of past life patterns that could have become activated in this lifetime. This is the first step to channeling past life energy productively into your own creative pursuits and important life goals.


Part one of the book covers astrology’s primary players: the planets, signs, and houses. We included this vital material to make reading and understanding part two on the nodes of the Moon easier. In the second section, you will discover your own personal past life history. The descriptions of the planets, signs, and houses can be used as a handy reference to keep in mind when reading about your past life themes. You may return to this first section of the book as needed when you read the interpretations of the nodes of the Moon.


Part two of the book introduces you to one of the most important facets in your astrological chart, the nodes of the Moon. The Moon’s nodes in the birth chart show where your destiny lies and what past life themes need to be transformed. Astrologers look at the north and south node to dive deeply into what lessons an individual has to heal, let go of, and transform. The sign and house of the south node of the Moon show what traits your soul already may have mastered with some karmic psychological patterns embedded in it. In Norse mythology, Loki represents the trickster and mischievous one. The south node is similar in influence and requires us to gain greater awareness when it becomes activated.


The sign and house of the north node are the personality traits we have to learn this lifetime. When we balance the north and south node, it attracts harmony, love, and creative success.


Understanding what sign and house the Moon’s nodes are in keeps you clear about your main life priorities. The astrological north node sign and house are the areas of life we need to use productively in our daily lives. For instance, if the north node is in Taurus and in the second house, the person will learn how to find stability, safety, and security. They will need to focus on finding financial security and allow themselves to enjoy comfort. They will have to let go of a desire for constant change and upheaval. In past lives they may have experienced a lot of crisis, trauma, and unexpected transformations with the south node in the opposite sign Scorpio and in the eighth house. They are meant to master north node Taurus and second house energy and let go of stagnant Scorpio south node and eighth house energy. This is not to say the north node is better than the south node. Balancing these two forces produces positive expression.


This book offers tips on how to balance your own nodes of the Moon. Your north node and south node are always in opposite signs and houses in your astrology chart. Aligning this dynamic pair of nodes can feel like magic, and you experience harmony and abundance in your life. Past and present feel at peace, leading you forward to attain the love and success you hope to attain.


As the old saying goes, “Knowledge is power.” In writing this book, we wanted to make your journey through each chapter go smoothly and provide you with greater clarity regarding challenges that might surface from past life patterns. The true value of this book is to give you the tools to transform the past life issues described into creative success and to point you toward paths of greater harmony.


The great Psychologist Carl Jung believed the universe regularly sends us synchronistic experiences, which he defined as meaningful coincidences. Astrology is both art and science. The art side of astrology represents the intuitive power each of us possesses to tune into new opportunities and to creatively paint the life that will bring us happiness inwardly and outwardly. In many ways astrology points to new doors being opened, allowing for new insights. The authors of this book believe each of us has freedom of choice. Hopefully the way the information is presented will awaken altered perceptions, allowing you to integrate past life patterns into a unique, new form of self-discovery.









Part One


Astrology’s Main Characters—Planets, Signs, and Houses


What Are the Astrological Sun Signs, Elements, and Modalities?


There are twelve signs in the zodiac. Each one is ruled by a certain natural element: fire, air, earth, and water. Each sign is categorized by a certain modality: cardinal, fixed, or mutable. The modality of a sign is significant because it reveals a deeper part of the personality that others might not see. Each sign is ruled by a planet, and some signs share ruling planets. Mercury rules both Virgo and Gemini, and Libra and Taurus are both ruled by Venus. The fire signs (Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius) are full of energy and passion. The air signs (Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius) are intellectual and emotionally detached. The earth signs (Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn) are practical and cautious. Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces, the water signs, are emotional and imaginative.


The signs and planets have special symbols or glyphs associated with them. Aries, the Ram, starts the zodiac as the first sign and is ruled by the planet Mars. The second sign is Taurus, the Bull, which is ruled by the planet Venus. The third sign, Gemini, is ruled by Mercury and is known as the Twins. Cancer, the fourth sign, is ruled by the Moon, and its symbol is the Crab. Leo, the Lion, is the fifth sign and is ruled by the Sun. The sixth sign, Virgo, the Maiden, is ruled by the planet Mercury. Venus rules the seventh sign, Libra, which is represented as the metal scales of balance. Scorpio, the eighth sign, is associated with the Scorpion and the Eagle and is ruled by the planet Pluto. The ninth sign, Sagittarius, the Archer, is ruled by the planet Jupiter. Saturn rules Capricorn, the Goat, the tenth sign. Aquarius, the eleventh sign, known as the Water Bearer, pours out mental ideas quickly and is ruled by the planet Uranus. The final sign of the zodiac, the twelfth, is Pisces, the Fishes, which is ruled by Neptune. Below you can find your birth date, glyph, and Sun sign.


Your Sun sign is calculated by the month and day of your birth. An important note to remember is that if your birthdate is on the cusp, you might resonate with personality traits of both signs. For instance, if you were born on April 19, then you might have tendencies of both Aries and Taurus. Astrologers call this being born on the cusp, and sometimes the sign the Sun is moving into shows dominance and strength. However, there are exceptions as some individuals born late in a sign express more of the traits of this sign.


The Sun Sign Glyphs & Birth Dates
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	Fire


	Aries, Leo, Sagittarius


	Masculine








Fire signs are known to be active, spontaneous, dynamic, and driven.
















	Air


	Gemini, Libra, Aquarius


	Masculine








Air signs are intellectual, aloof, detached, and inventive.
















	Earth


	Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn


	Feminine








Earth signs are practical, stable, determined, and hardworking.
















	Water


	Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces


	Feminine








Water signs are emotional, sensitive, compassionate, intuitive, and idealistic.


Polar Opposites


The most interesting fact about modalities and the easiest way to remember what signs are ruled by which quality is to look at what astrologers call polar opposites. The astrological wheel is made up of twelve houses, and each house is ruled by one of the twelve signs. Water and earth signs always oppose each other on the birth chart wheel, and fire and air signs oppose each other. No matter the day, time, or year, these signs are always across from each other in the sky. The most interesting thing is that polar opposites are always compatible elements and share the same modality—cardinal, fixed or mutable. There are four signs within each modality. If you look in nature, you can observe the elements at work. Fire signs are compatible with air signs. Earth signs are compatible with water signs. If you put water on fire, it puts the fire out. The same can be experienced when a fire sign and water sign are in a relationship. Fire stimulates action while water encourages us to pause and reflect. Air causes fire to grow in thought processes and to think of options, creating a compatible energy. The same can be seen with earth and water signs. Water helps the earth grow and blossom, and without the earth, water would have no home.


Polar opposite signs often get along well with each other unless they forget to compromise. These opposite signs have a natural way of understanding each other, which enhances compatibility. For instance, Aries will always oppose Libra, and their contrasting personalities actually complement each other. Polar opposite signs balance each other and bring out the best in each other. They also can challenge each other and bring greater awareness about their own weaknesses.


The following is an easy tip to remember the cardinal signs. These signs start the seasons of the year. Springtime arrives when the Sun is in Aries, and we see flowers blooming and new growth. Summer begins and the temperatures rise when the Sun enters Cancer. As fall approaches and the Sun travels into Libra, the leaves change colors and trees transform before our eyes. Then we have the winter season which is ruled by the sign Capricorn. During winter everything grows cold, and we hibernate and withdraw into our cocoon. Below you can see the modalities, the polar opposite signs, and the basic meanings.














	Cardinal


	
Aries & Libra (Polar Opposites)

Capricorn & Cancer (Polar Opposites)









Characteristics: Self-motivated, ambitious, activity starters, and enthusiastic about new ideas.














	Fixed


	
Taurus & Scorpio (Polar Opposites)

Leo & Aquarius (Polar Opposites)









Characteristics: Determined, strong-willed, stubborn, stable, purposeful, and absorbers of energy.














	Mutable


	
Virgo & Pisces (Polar Opposites)

Gemini & Sagittarius (Polar Opposites)









Characteristics: Changeable, easy-going, versatile, resourceful, and adaptable.


The Planets and Their Meanings


Traditionally there are ten planets we need to focus on when analyzing a birth chart: the Sun, the Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto. The energy of each planet is expressed more easily in some signs than in others. However, just as there are no good or bad signs, there are no good or bad planets. Each is a path to greater self-understanding. Each planet is associated with one of the twelve signs and is called a planetary ruler. A planet often feels totally at home and more flowing when it is in the sign it rules. An example is Mars placed in Aries, the sign it rules.


The term dignity in astrology refers to the strength or weakness of a planet in a sign. Some planets are easier for us to tune into when in a particular sign. This simply means that the energy expresses itself more easily or in a more challenging way when the planet is placed in that sign. The term exaltation means a planet may find easier expression in that sign. Venus, for example, is said to be exalted in the sign Pisces. The push to find a compatible partner that shares the same values and dreams can be part of having Venus in Pisces. Those with Venus in Pisces, however, need to stop trying to find a perfect person and keep expectations reasonable.


In the early days of astrology, planets were once said to be in their detriment when they were in the sign opposite of the one they rule. The Sun rules Leo, so the Sun was said to be its detriment in the opposite sign of Aquarius. This means the planet might have trouble expressing its energy and not feel comfortable placed in that sign. The authors of this book don’t agree with this limited view. Too many exceptions to this viewpoint exist. The Sun in Aquarius, for example, possesses a powerful intellect. They can make great friends and allies and have numerous other attributes. Astrologers of the past also once thought a planet could be in its fall in a particular sign, meaning that the planet would have great difficulty expressing itself at all.


These planetary situations—exaltation, detriment, and fall—can each be channeled positively. Whatever sign houses one of your planets, its energy can become a valuable part of your soul growth and path to harmony and happiness! You are meant to evolve and find your own creative power through the planets placed in any sign.


The energy of each planet gives personality traits to that specific sign. This book will highlight each Sun sign’s basic personality traits, the house associated with each sign, and the planets in those houses. Below is a cheat sheet to make it simple.
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The Twelve Houses


The twelve houses in the astrological birth chart represent significant areas of life. The first house rules your main personality, appearance, and identity. The first house is known as the Ascendant or Rising Sign and is how others perceive you when they first meet you. The second house centers around money and finances. The third house is the house of communication, siblings, and basic learning. The fourth house deals with home and family. The fifth house is the house of children, creativity, pleasure, and fun. The sixth house is the house of work, routine, and health. The seventh house is known as the Descendant and rules marriage and partnership. The eighth house represents personal empowerment, forming trusted partnerships, healing, rebirth, trauma, and deep psychological experiences. The ninth is the house of foreigners, travel, higher education, and religion. The tenth house of career is also known as the Midheaven because it sits at the top of the birth chart wheel. The eleventh house governs friendship, individuality, goals, groups, and humanitarian causes. The twelfth house is the house of your higher beliefs, romantic feelings, intuition, sacrifice, spirituality, escapism, and service to others.


The powerful energy of your personality is expressed through these areas of life based on which planets are placed in each house in your birth chart. The planets have a certain energy, and where they land in your birth chart shows how this energy will affect that specific area of life. For example, if you were born late October, you will have the Sun in Scorpio. Someone born in the sign of the Scorpion is here to learn how to heal, transform, dive deeply into life, develop intimacy, and learn to trust others. The house position of your Scorpio Sun reveals where these lessons will occur. If the Sun is in the second house, then you will be learning to trust others with finances, build lasting security, and develop stability and to accept change on your own terms. Having a healthy self-esteem is of great value. When you know the meaning of each planet and then look at which house it’s in, you can see where that energy will express in your life.


In certain chapters, we will describe people who have planets in a house as “a first house person” or an “eighth house person,” which simply means that someone has planets placed in a certain house in their birth chart. When someone has more than three planets placed in one sign or house, we call this a stellium.


Many people ask why some houses are empty, and it’s important to remember that it is perfectly fine not to have planets in certain houses. This simply means that when you were born the planets were not in that area of the sky. It does not take away from the importance of this house meaning in your life. The houses are represented by sections of the sky. The Earth sits in the middle of the wheel. If you imagine standing inside that wheel and looking up at the sky, it is divided into twelve sections, which are what astrologers call the houses or areas of life.


When we talk about a house cusp, we are referring to the specific sign that falls on that house on the birth chart wheel. For instance, if Virgo is your Ascendant, that sign might fall on the twelfth and first house cusp. If the Sun was placed on the cusp of the twelfth and first house, the energy of both houses can impact your life. If your birth date falls on the cutoff between two different signs, then you will want to read the personality traits of both signs to see which sign you resonate with the most.


Below we will briefly discuss each house of the birth chart and which sign is associated with it and explain the traits, life issues, and situations that each house represents.


First House: Aries


The fiery first house or Ascendant starts the birth chart wheel and represents the mask we wear in the world. Whichever sign falls on the first house cusp when you were born will show which type of personality you express to others. This energy is actually a mask or persona that hides your true inner nature. The ascendant or rising sign can display part of your identity that is different from your Sun sign. Others may observe you a certain way and sometimes they will misjudge you based on this. If Leo is on the first house, other people in the environment will often perceive you as attractive, magnetic, composed, and confident with an air of royalty when you walk into the room. When Leo is on the first house cusp, people in the environment often feel intimidated and perceive the person as self-assured.


The first house fully embodies all issues related to physical appearance. This is the house of the self and relates to issues such as ego, self-focus, health concerns, and tastes in dress. It is no surprise that fiery Aries naturally rules the first house, which is why the powerful energy of this house causes you to want to express the personality strongly, boldly, and in a straightforward way.


Individuals with first house planets might have difficulty holding back what they think and feel from others. They might enjoy acting aggressively at times, and taking risks excites them. The first house rules a person’s overall behaviors, mannerisms, and drives. Having more than one planet in the first house often creates a personality that is intense, passionate, and extremely magnetic to others.


Second House: Taurus


As human beings we enjoy security and are not always comfortable with change. We like to plan for our future and set goals for ourselves. Many of us enjoy having money and believe that financial success will somehow make everything right in our lives. The second house of the birth chart relates to money, finances, security, comfort, and self-worth. It represents what we truly value in life both monetarily and emotionally. Your karma with finances, property, and comfort are associated with the second house. Your relationship with money depends on which planets reside in the second house. If Jupiter is in this house, for example, you may be the type of person who attracts money easily. If your financial karma is challenging, you might have Saturn in the second house, which can leave you feeling like you never have enough to feel secure, although working hard to achieve success is possible as well. This house shows our path to financial success and the creative ways we can make money and accumulate possessions.


It is no surprise that the earthy sign Taurus rules this house as most Taureans do not enjoy change and resist letting go of things. A major second house issue involves having difficulty relinquishing possessions, the past, emotions, and people. The second house reflects how you feel about yourself and who you are as a person. Learning to value yourself and the things that money cannot buy can be an important lesson of this house.


Third House: Gemini


As human beings we thrive by communicating with each other. Without communication and social interaction with others, we can become depressed and withdrawn. The airy third house plays an important role in how we think and express ourselves. The ability to communicate to others in all forms—through the written word, verbally, technologically through computers and telephone—falls under the third house. The third house is ruled by Gemini, the communicator and educator of the zodiac. Taking short trips and traveling from place to place are third house territory. Those with planets in the third house are usually intelligent and, depending on the planet, may have an increased ability to remember and recall information.


The spreading of information by whatever means available encompasses the third house’s mission. Most planets in the third house will enhance your communication abilities and bless you with a gift of debate. Planets in the third house foster a need for constant mental stimulation and brain growth. Sometimes a break from too much outside input recharges the mental and physical energies. Nervous impulses that can manifest through the third house need to be productively channeled. The energy of this house is crucial for us to express ourselves in relationships with others. Learning to listen is a healthy way to use this landscape. The key is finding the right balance and allowing the creative energy of the third house to transform your life when you need it to. Then you can be rewarded with fresh perceptions and filled with renewed insights.


Fourth House: Cancer


Many of us remember the house we grew up in and all the neighborhood friends we had when we were younger. We might reminisce about the times we played sports with friends and siblings. You may easily recall your first crush in high school. Our most prominent memories relate to the type of childhood we had and especially to our parents and life inside our home. The watery fourth house symbolizes all the issues connected to our past, our childhood, our parents, and our roots. This house cusp is called the Imum Coeli, which is located at the bottom of the birth chart. The planets that reside in the fourth house reveal a lot about your relationship with your mother and issues you might have with nurturing. Becoming emotionally close with others is part of the fourth house territory.


The fourth house is one of the most important houses psychologically for us to adapt and grow as healthy individuals. As children we need a safe, secure, comfortable, reliable, and stable home environment to thrive within. If our home life and surroundings change or are unpredictable, it can impact us well into our adult years. If the change was for the better, we retain fond memories that strengthen us. The important lesson of the fourth house is for us to find our true home. We have the willpower and freedom to transform our future and make our current home life as comfortable and happy as we can imagine. Cancer rules the fourth house. This sign represents mothering and nurturing energy and is connected to caretaking, cooking, childcare, and a tendency towards needing privacy. A person may be able to intuitively tune in to any planet placed in the fourth house.


An individual with the Sun in the fourth house might have a strong desire to enjoy spending time at home. They may prefer to work from home. Some may feel perfectly content being a stay-at-home parent for their children. The fourth house pushes us to withdraw, hibernate, and isolate ourselves from the stresses of everyday life. It motivates us to create a home base to work from and a safe place to rest our troubles when life outside gets tough. Making peace with the past is sometimes linked to the fourth house. The universe sometimes drives us to move through fourth house energy and step out of our comfort zones to walk forward into the future to embrace new opportunities. This landscape can find us wanting to spend quality time with family, pets, plants, and our closest people.
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