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INTRODUCTION 

This entertaining and informative book should provide the general reader all the facts one would seek to know about Freemasonry. Barb Karg, writing in a lively and light-hearted style, has gathered together into one concise volume a dazzling array of fundamental information and little-known tidbits about the Craft that give a satisfying overview of the Masonic tradition. For those who are puzzled and intrigued about Masonic rites of initiation, here is the place to learn about such things as the hoodwink, cable tow, and the “third degree” of Masonic ritual. For those who want to learn more about the history of Freemasonry, a complete and accurate listing of the facts behind the origins of Freemasonry is presented. Possible connections to the Knights Templar and to other ancient societies are given a fair and objective treatment. Details about Freemasonry that are not generally well known add to the appeal of this book. The activities of many of the prominent and admired personalities of early America, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and eight other presidents who made their mark upon Freemasonry in America are detailed. The more controversial career of another prominent Mason, Albert Pike, who was also known for his doctrines of segregation, is also brought to light. Those seeking the facts about the scandals that have swirled around Freemasonry, involving the alleged “secrets” of the Craft, the abduction of William Morgan in the nineteenth century, and the mysteries of Rosslyn Chapel will not be disappointed by this book. Finally, the reader will gain a sense of the philosophical perspectives of Freemasonry that have promoted the values of honesty, brotherhood, and charity throughout the centuries. These values have allowed Masons to resist persecution in totalitarian societies in the past and have led to the preservation of Masonry into the present day.


PART 1

WHO ARE THE FREEMASONS? 

Freemasonry is the oldest and largest fraternal organization in the world. It is a social and educational group well known for its philanthropic work with numerous charities. Often called a “secret society,” the fraternity, arguably more misunderstood than elusive, has attracted and nurtured thousands of individuals and communities over the centuries. Despite all the speculation and conspiracies surrounding the Brotherhood, or perhaps because of them, the bond between Freemasons has endured and flourished.

1 
A VEIL OF SECRECY 

Everyone loves a good secret, especially when they’re on the receiving end of it. If you don’t happen to be “in the know,” however, the mere mention of the word secret begins gnawing away at the psyche, winding its way through indifference and frenzy until it reaches full paranoid maturity. Freemasons have lived with the moniker “secret society” for a very long time, and while during ancient and medieval eras it can be argued that they were more secretive, it doesn’t necessarily apply to the modern age. Or does it?

The classic definition of Freemasonry is that it’s a “system of morality, veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols.” It’s fair to say that most individuals don’t really know much about Freemasonry, which has undoubtedly led to its mysterious reputation. What Freemasonry isn’t, however, can be stated easily enough. It’s not a religion or a religious cult. Its members are not Satanists or Luciferians. Its rituals are not bloody oaths to the death. The brethren have no connection to the Holy Grail or to the Knights Templar of the Crusades. They’re not a political organization, and above all, they’re not a secret group of powerful men hell bent on achieving world domination.

What Freemasonry is all about is much easier to convey. At its simplest definition, Freemasons are a benevolent, social, charitable organization whose members seek to learn more about themselves in order to benefit their families and communities. Masons are knowledge seekers, their fraternal education focusing on lessons that help them on a journey to achieve moral and spiritual enlightenment. They are nonsectarian, and while their membership must profess a belief in a Supreme Being, it can be any Deity. Individuals of all faiths are welcome to join.

So what’s all the hoopla about? Why is so little known about such a historic organization? Why so much controversy? In truth, there is plenty of information on Freemasonry both in print and on the Web, but more often than not it’s a bit confusing and often limited to a specific opinion or theory. At the root of the problem is, perhaps, their alleged secrecy, but in reality all Masons are free to acknowledge their membership, and their rules, constitutions, rituals, and ceremonies have all been written about publicly. It stands to reason that if the Masons were indeed a secret society, none of this information would even be known.

In reading these pages, one will see that there are no definitive answers when it comes to the origin of Freemasonry. Despite the astounding amount of information available on the Brotherhood, including literature, historical records, documentaries, archives, Web sites, legends, expert commentary, anti-Masonic conjecture, and conspiratorial speculation, there remain many diverse opinions in regard to who they really are, what they do, and how they evolved.

Historians, scholars, writers, and researchers have dedicated an impressive amount of ink and energy in attempting to discover the true origin of Freemasonry. It’s a subject that to this day remains a constant source of debate. One theory is that it goes back as far as the construction of King Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem during the eighth century B.C. One of the legends that permeates Masonic rituals and teachings revolves around King Solomon’s Master Mason Hiram Abiff. His story and tragic death play a great role in Freemasonry.

Many individuals have speculated that Freemasons are somehow linked to the valiant Knights Templar, an order of warrior monks who fought during the Crusades. Though no proven links have been established, there has been much written about the Masons and their possible connection to the Templars and by association to such legendary artifacts as the Holy Grail and the Ark of the Covenant.

Another school of thought is that Freemasons evolved from medieval masonic guilds, but the generally accepted beginning of organized Masonry is the formation of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717.

2 
A CONTROVERSIAL FRATERNITY 

There have definitely been times in Masonic history when controversy has plagued the Brotherhood, and it was those early controversies that led to a new breed of critic called an anti-Mason. Anti-Masons have proven to be a constant, and sometimes deadly, force to be reckoned with. Famous anti-Masons include Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini, Millard Fillmore, Pope Pius IX, Edgar Allan Poe, Hermann Göring, General Francisco Franco, and Pat Robertson.

In the past, there has been no shortage of theories when it comes to the writings and ritual practices of the Brotherhood. In regard to the latter, much has been made of the alleged “blood oaths” that initiates are made to endure, which in reality are strictly symbolic and relate to the Legend of Hiram Abiff.

In relation to Masonic writings, conspiracists and religious groups have had a field day, choosing to analyze and ultimately misinterpret Masonic literature and even portray the Brotherhood as Satanists and Lucifer worshippers. Unfortunately, these misunderstandings are clearly the result of allegory and semantics taken out of context.

Freemasons strive to help make the world a better place for themselves, their families, and their communities. In order to do that, they subscribe to certain principles and virtues that give them strength as individuals while at the same time solidifying their bond as brothers. Masons are independent men who work toward peace, love, and fraternity, and who shun all forms of ignorance and tyranny. They believe very strongly in family, country, and God, and take very seriously their moral and spiritual values, the first of which are brotherly love, relief, and truth.

There are three great tenets, or principles, of Freemasonry—brotherly love, relief, and truth. Brotherly love embraces the concept of equality among men, especially in an organization where men of all statures, professions, and faiths bind together in tolerance and respect for their fellow man. That show of fraternal love is especially strong in regard to religion, as each member privately practices his own faith, yet is bound to his brethren by their unified belief in a Supreme Being.

Fraternal bonds are further strengthened by the concept of relief, with brothers working together to help those in distress. It is, in fact, the duty of all Masons to show compassion, sympathy, and aid to all who suffer, no matter the cause. This applies not only to fellow brethren, but to all individuals who require assistance in troubled times.

Truth is, perhaps, the touchstone of the three great tenets, as it philosophically pervades all aspects of Freemasonry. As a tenet it signifies the foundation of all virtue, and that a man must be sincere, honest, and straightforward in his expression. To Masons, truth is a Divine attribute that drives each man’s conduct. To be true to oneself, to one’s family, to mankind, and to God, moves one closer to the truth of pure spirit. The pursuit of wisdom, understanding, and, ultimately, knowledge cannot be obtained without truth.

3 
THE THREE VIRTUES 

Masons are driven by many different virtues, but three of the most important are faith, hope, and charity. Masonic teachings of these virtues begin at a candidate’s first initiation ceremony, with the Rite of Destitution. During the ritual lecture he learns of Jacob’s ladder and its three rounds: “the greatest of these is charity; for faith is lost in sight, hope ends in fruition, but charity extends beyond the grave, through the boundless realms of eternity.”

For an initiate, faith is synonymous with trust and confidence, especially in God. The description of faith being “lost in sight” refers to the fact that faith isn’t seen, but can be demonstrated. Once an individual has established faith in God, he attains hope, which in this scenario represents immortality. Charity as a Masonic virtue is an extension of grace, a gift that brothers freely give to all who require support. Masons firmly believe in these virtues and the practice of them toward achieving a higher moral standard.

One of the main requirements an individual must have in order to join the Freemasons is a belief in a Supreme Being and immortality of the soul. The term Supreme Being refers to Deity, and being that Masonry is nonsectarian and individuals of all religions are welcome, each Mason’s Supreme Being is different. The more commonly used term among the brethren is Grand Architect of the Universe. The only individuals who aren’t eligible to apply to the Craft are atheists.

Masonry is not a religion and it doesn’t offer salvation, but its members do have faith. One of the overriding rules of the Craft is that the brethren may never discuss religion or politics in a lodge. Masons believe that how an individual chooses to worship is private and done of his own accord. They encourage members to pursue their faith, but they never interfere in anyone’s religious undertakings. Inside every lodge is a Volume of the Sacred Law. In the United States, this is typically the Holy Bible, but the sacred text varies depending on a lodge’s membership. During initiation rites, a man can have any sacred text he chooses laid open on the altar or table.

4 
LANDMARKS OF FREEMASONRY 

Like many mainstream organizations, Freemasons have landmarks that define Masonry and serve to guide the brethren in their fraternal pursuits. The first list of General Regulations was compiled in 1720 by the Grand Master of England and approved by the Grand Lodge three years later. In those regulations, however, the landmarks were not clearly defined.

In 1858, revered Masonic writer Albert Gallatin Mackey outlined twenty-five landmarks, which he later published in Text Book of Masonic Jurisprudence. Many of his landmarks were generally accepted and adopted by various lodges, but have since been adapted. As a benchmark, most lodges and Grand Lodges agree on seven of Mackey’s landmarks:

1. Monotheism is the sole dogma of Freemasonry.

2. The ultimate lesson of Masonic philosophy is immortality of the soul.

3. The Volume of the Sacred Law is indispensable in a lodge.

4. An integral part of Craft Masonry is the legend of the third degree, which tells of the construction of Solomon’s Temple.

5. Masonic modes of recognition are to be kept inviolate.

6. Symbolism derived from the operative art of Masonry, or tools of the trade, are to remain intact.

7. A Mason must be an adult male who is born free.

Landmarks by definition are historic and unchangeable precepts, but given that Masonic lodges are self-governed, these precepts can vary. Individuals who join the Freemasons are amid impressive company. Over the centuries, thousands of individuals from all over the world and from all walks of life have taken part in the Craft. Its historic membership is replete with royalty, aristocrats, presidents, politicians, scientists, adventurers, inventors, entertainers, writers, philosophers, revolutionaries, and pioneers. Many of these Masons changed history; others changed the lives of their communities, their governments, and even their social systems.

But that’s not the main reason for joining the Masons. In truth, many individuals join the fraternity or one of their appendant bodies, such as the Shriners or the Daughters of the Eastern Star, for social and charitable reasons. The Masonic family is enormous, with organizations established all over the world. The lives of thousands of men, women, and young adults have been enriched by their association with Masonry, and regardless of their undertaking, they have made a difference and continue to do so to this day.

Freemasonry is also an avenue by which individuals can focus on personal growth. Much like other membership-based organizations, the Craft seeks to teach good men to become better men so that they can use their skills to benefit themselves, their families, and the world in general. The way an individual does that is by ascending various levels of the fraternal structure.

5 
DEGREES 

Upon entering the Brotherhood an initiate begins his journey by earning a degree, or level. There are three basic degrees in Freemasonry, Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason. These are commonly referred to as the three degrees of Freemasonry or Ancient Craft Masonry, or in the United States, blue lodge Masonry. When an individual completes all three degrees he is considered to be an official Freemason.

The degree ceremonies contain rituals that are highly allegorical and symbolic. Each degree serves to spiritually and morally educate an initiate and further his knowledge and history of the Craft. There are many lessons, or lectures, associated with each level. Throughout most of the degrees of Freemasonry there is a central ritual that symbolically focuses on the building of the Temple of Solomon and the events surrounding Master architect and Mason Hiram Abiff.

Once an individual has become a Master Mason he can either stay at that level, or choose to enter one of Freemasonry’s two main concordant bodies—the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite or the York Rite, both of which confer additional degrees. Or he can enter one of the Masonic social groups, like the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, or Shriners.

Freemasonry is enveloped in allegory, ritual, and especially symbolism. Many of the symbols the Craft uses pay homage to medieval stonemasons and include the tools of their trade. Each symbol is endowed with a certain meaning. Highly revered symbols include the:



• Square 

• Compass 

• Plumb 

• Level 

• Gavel 

• Trowel 

• Gauge 

• Apron 



These and other symbols represent many of the scientific and artistic aspects of the trade like geometry, mathematics, and architecture, which are all interwoven into the fabric of Masonic teachings.

It’s fair to say that Freemasonry, for the most part, is generally misunderstood; its intentions, rituals, tenets, and actions are often manipulated to fit a particular theory or conspiracy. The term secret society is perhaps better suited to the description of a private society, or a society with secrets, as the only things they truly keep secret are certain teachings, and their modes of recognizing one another.

6 
ORIGINS OF FREEMASONRY 

History is often written by those in power, and when it comes to ancient history it’s often difficult and controversial to determine the true origin and timeline of events. The origin of Freemasonry has been debated for centuries, with plausible arguments made regarding various theories and legends. Whether Freemasons evolved from the great builders of Solomon’s Temple, the brave monastic order of the Knights Templar, or hard-working Medieval Guilds will perhaps never be revealed, but regardless of that fact, Masons have indeed secured an intriguing place in history.

The origin of Freemasonry is a subject that has sparked inspired debate over the centuries. Not only is it argued among historians, scholars, and conspiracy theorists, but it is also argued among Freemasons themselves. With the dubious title of “secret society” it is no wonder that the complex history of Freemasonry consistently provides inspiration for tales and theories running the gamut from the epic to the absurd.

That said, it’s difficult to pin down the true history of Freemasonry. Wrapped in a blanket of legend, ritual, and symbolism, the Brotherhood becomes everything from warrior monks to political assassins to guys wearing funny hats at charity barbecues. Only one thing is certain— Freemasonry is never boring, and no matter the theory or historical facts to which one subscribes, the very essence of this philosophical group of men is an intriguing study.

There are myriad origins associated with the Brotherhood and the Craft, ranging from the legendary Temple of Solomon and the Knights Templar to the astronomical aspects of megalithic times. Hundreds of books and articles have been written on these and other theories, and while some have been dismissed for sheer lack of evidence or as perhaps wishful thinking, others have made sound arguments to the contrary. Whether a proposed Freemasonry origin is true or false will perhaps never be proven, but the legends and symbolism that permeate the Brotherhood most assuredly take their lead from historical events.

One of Freemasonry’s alleged origins dates back to the building of Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem from 970 to 931 B.C. Considered by both the Bible and the Torah as the first official temple in the Holy City, it was a massive undertaking that required thousands of men, enormous resources, and the skills of many master craftsmen. Solomon’s Temple was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 b.c. It was rebuilt seventy years later only to be destroyed by the Romans as punishment when the Jews rebelled against them.

It is said that King Solomon, son of David and Bathsheba, was in dire need of a master artisan and consulted one of his friends, Hiram, the king of Tyre, to see if he could offer such a man to work on the great temple. Eager to help build a house of God, the Tyrian king dispatched his master workman, a skilled artist named Hiram Abiff (alternately spelled Abif).

Both the Temple of Solomon and the legend surrounding Hiram Abiff play a significant role in the rituals, legends, and rhetoric of Freemasonry. A temple constructed by stonemasons of the era seems a logical step in the evolutionary history of Freemasonry, but as with most theories involving Masonic origin, connections to the temple builders and to the tale of Hiram and his fate remain entrenched in speculation.

7 
THE LEGEND OF HIRAM ABIFF 

The character of Hiram Abiff and his connection to Solomon’s Temple is perhaps one of the greatest legends surrounding Freemasonry. There is little in the Bible that confirms his true identity, but the mention of him is enough to elicit much debate over his role in the building of the grand temple.

Hiram’s work and his subsequent fate is deeply embedded in Masonic ritual. His story is often referred to in Masonic texts, rituals, and ceremonies, and even takes center stage in conspiracy theories such as those surrounding the hideous crimes of nineteenth-century serial killer Jack the Ripper.

According to legend, Hiram was the son of a widow and was skilled in working with gold and silver, a craft that would prove useful in the making of various objects housed within the sacred temple. Hiram was also skilled in stonework, and allegedly knew valuable secrets of Master Masonry. In the authoritative position of supervisor for the construction of the temple, Hiram had the power to elevate individuals to higher ranks of skill and divine understanding of the masonry craft—from Apprentice to Fellowcraftsman and to Master Mason.

It is said that Hiram’s demise came at the hands of three fellow craftsmen— Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum—whose aim it was to learn of Hiram’s secrets and advance themselves to Master Masons. During a daily prayer session, Hiram was approached by the three men who demanded to be promoted. When Hiram refused to reveal anything to the men, Jubelo attacked him with an architect’s square, Jubela slashed his throat with a measuring gauge, and Jubelum used a gavel which eventually killed Hiram.

After burying Hiram in the dark of night, the three conspirators attempted to escape, only to be captured and returned to King Solomon, where they confessed to the murder and were summarily executed. Hiram’s body was eventually recovered and laid to rest at the temple where a shrine was built in his honor.

The legend of Hiram Abiff figures prominently in the initiation rite of a third-degree Mason, or Master Mason. The ritual is heavily linked to the Hiramic legend with the three ruffians serving as symbols of ignorance, in contrast to the Divine Truth that was known only to King Solomon, the Tyrian king, and to Hiram Abiff.

Freemasons, in their quest for knowledge, “light,” and Divine truths, symbolically link Hiram’s violent death to a great loss, a resurrection, and ultimately a state of immortality. As such, it’s easy to see why the Temple of Solomon, with its glorious architecture and the legendary artisan associated with it, are so heavily featured in Masonic history and traditions.

8 
THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 

When one thinks of the Knights Templar, one is often given to thoughts of legendary wars and the brave men who, atop their massive steeds, looked larger than life. Of course, imagination, aided by books and film, has a way of making all things historical appear glamorous while minimizing the realistic struggle and brutality of men in battle. These knights did indeed exist and while their legend can easily be romanticized, their purpose was far more focused. While the Knights were known for their ferocity in battle, especially during the Crusades, they were equally renowned for their banking skills and business acumen.

One of the great historical controversies involves the location of the Holy Grail. The Knights Templar have been deeply entrenched in that mystery, with many theories surrounding them as alleged protectors of the Grail and its possible location beneath the Rosslyn Chapel in Scotland.

Knights Templar were warrior monks, a military and religious order of men founded in 1118 by French Knight Hughes de Payens. From their inception until they were almost entirely wiped out in 1307, the Templars served as protectors of pilgrims traveling from Europe to the Kingdom of Jerusalem. Taking their name from their headquarters next to the legendary Temple of Solomon, the “Poor Knights of Christ and the Temple of Solomon” were a monastic order that enjoyed enormous wealth and power.

Though their history is spread across two centuries, the Knights Templar are perhaps best known for their participation in the Crusades, for arguably creating the first formal banking system, and for the mystery surrounding their involvement with the Holy Grail and the Ark of the Covenant. To understand their rise to power and fall from grace, and their possible connection to Freemasons, it’s important to examine the role they played in the Crusades from the eleventh to the thirteenth centuries.

9 
THE CRUSADES 

In its most simplistic form, the Crusades were a series of military campaigns sanctioned by the Catholic Church to recover the Holy Land and Jerusalem from the hands of the Muslims. This series of expeditions took place from 1096 to 1291, with each Crusade focusing on a different goal. The origin of the Crusades came as a result of Pope Urban II and a speech he delivered at a church council in Clermont in 1095. At that time, the spread of Islam was proving to be a possible threat to the Byzantine Empire and accounts of Christian mistreatment at the hands of Muslims did nothing to dispel that threat.

The response to Pope Urban’s request that the Holy City of Jerusalem be liberated was overwhelming, as Crusaders quickly showed their solidarity by sewing red crosses to their clothing. The true motivation for the pope’s inciting the Crusades is unknown, but speculation points to religious reasons or a possible common goal to help unite any warring factions within Europe.

After successfully taking the Holy City in 1099, Godfrei de Bouillon became the first ruler of the newly created Kingdom of Jerusalem. In 1100, the rule was passed to Godfrei’s brother Baldwin I, who proclaimed himself the first king of Jerusalem. When he passed away, the crown fell to his cousin Baldwin II. In 1118, nine knights approached Baldwin II seeking approval to found a new order whose mission it would be to protect individuals during their pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It was then that the Knights Templar was born, a strict order of men who took a vow of poverty, chastity, and obedience. Any individual who joined the Knights Templar had to adhere to stringent rules. In addition to their vows, they slept on straw mattresses, were forbidden to cut their beards, and were only allowed to consume meat three times each week.

In 1128 at the Council of Troyes, the Knights Templar were given sanction by the church with the assistance of St. Bernard of Clairvaux, who helped establish the rules of the Order. Fifty years later, over three hundred knights proudly wore the traditional white mantle that denoted a Templar. The combined wealth of the order was amassed as a result of donations of both property and monetary funds given over to the Order when wealthy members took their vows of poverty.

By 1135, the Knights began a policy of lending money to those making the Holy Land pilgrimage. Money that was kept in temples along the route was well guarded and travelers could safely deposit funds in exchange for written receipts, and then retrieve those funds at another temple further along the route. In essence, a rudimentary banking system was begun. This system, in addition to donations, gave the monastic order a significant boost of power. By 1239, the Templars owned nine thousand castles and manors and were richer than any other continental government. In addition, their numbers had grown to over fifteen thousand.

Groups possessing such wealth and perceived power, as history can attest, often become the target of those who wish to usurp and attain control of that power. The Knights Templar were, unfortunately, victims of such persecution, not surprisingly at the hands of their very creators, the church and crown.

French King Philip IV, also known as Philip the Fair, proved to be the undoing of the Knights Templar, and the Order succumbed to a lurid mix of heretical accusations and torture. A royal who lavishly squandered funds, Philip found himself in serious conflict with the Catholic Church in 1296, when he began taxing the church’s holdings to replenish his own coffers. When Pope Boniface VIII threatened to excommunicate the French people, King Philip ordered him kidnapped, only to have the pontiff expire after a short captivity.
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