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    A Note to Adults




    A Note to the Young Reader




    All Systems Go!




    Best Friends




    The Blackboard Blues




    Color Me Different




    Declaration of War




    Double the Money
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    Finders Keepers?




    Good News, Bad News





    Green, Green Everywhere




    His Brother's Keeper?




    If Only…




    Korean Eyes




    New Guys Around




    No Easy Answers




    Out in Left Field




    Ready, Aim, Fire!




    Robot-Girl




    Sticks and Stones




    To Tell or Not to Tell




    Tough Call




    Trick or Treat
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    When Is a Promise Not a Promise?




    Who's to Know?
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    It is never too soon to begin talking with our young people about personal values and helping them define their own code of moral conduct. The twenty-five problem situations presented in this book have been developed to help you talk to your children about values in as enjoyable and as natural a way as possible. I hope these discussions will help them develop a sense of direction and purpose to their lives resulting in more rewarding and more fulfilling experiences not only for them but also for those whose lives may be touched by their actions and choices.




    The roles we play in society and the values we express have changed dramatically in recent years. As society's moral guidelines become increasingly more ambiguous, it is essential that we all have our basic code of ethics well crystallized in our own minds. We must guard against being unduly influenced by peer pressure in order to act according to our individual conscience and do what we know is right for us, even if sometimes it may mean standing alone.




    As you read the twenty-five problem situations, you will note that there is certainly no one “correct” answer or solution to each problem, but rather there may be many possible solutions, depending on each individual's ingenuity and particular value system. More important than the “correct” solution is the process involved in making a choice or deciding upon a course of action.




    The process provides the opportunity for you and your youngster to discuss the various alternatives under consideration. The discussion, once begun on a specific level, can then lead to broader issues. It is then relatively easy to make the transition to more general issues, which can facilitate meaningful dialogue. The important thing is to give your young person the opportunity to think about and talk about his/her values.




    The sharing of ideas can be a pleasurable learning experience for all concerned as young people are given the opportunity to test some of their ideas in a safe setting. It is not so important that there is always mutual agreement regarding the proposed solutions but that there is the opportunity for youngsters to share their thoughts and feelings with someone they trust and in whose judgment they have confidence.




    This book can serve as a comfortable vehicle for facilitating adult-child communication in general and discussions about moral, social, and ethical issues in particular. Parents and teachers should feel free to expand and personalize the dialogue as much as possible.




    Sometimes you may want to ask your young person with which character he/she most strongly identifies and why. This can give you additional insight with respect to the child's perception of himself/herself in social situations, in athletic competitions, in the classroom, in relation to peer groups, in relation to other family members, and so on.




    You may also find yourself making the natural transition from the specific problem situations in the book to a discussion of issues more pertinent to your particular circumstances. You may even want to create problem situations of your own.




    Above all, use this book in any way that best facilitates meaningful communication between you and your youngster. Remember, it is just a starting point. The rest is up to you.
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    Life will be a lot easier and also a lot more fun if you have strong beliefs and know what your values are. Sometimes different people may tell you different things, but if you know what you believe, then you will be able to do what is right regardless of what other people do or tell you to do.




    The whole point of this book is to encourage you to think about what you would do in each of the twenty-five stories and why you would do it. There is often no one “right” answer. Just think about what you would do in that situation and then share your ideas with someone else. This can be a parent, a teacher, a friend—it can be anyone. Sharing your ideas with others can help you decide just what your values really are.




    In some of the stories you may find yourself strongly attracted to one of the characters. It can then be fun to share with your parent or friend why you think you feel so close to that particular character. You may even want to ask the other person which character he or she feels most attracted to.





    Now, last but most important: Have fun with this book! Talk over the stories with different people and sometimes just read them when you are by yourself if you feel like it. Whether alone or with others, enjoy this book the same way you would enjoy a good friend.
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    Scott and Alan had looked forward all week to going to the neighborhood movie theater Saturday afternoon to see a scary horror film.




    Finally it was Saturday. Scott's dad dropped them off in front of the theater and told them he'd be back to pick them up at the same spot after the movie.




    While they waited for the ticket window to open, the boys wandered around to the back of the theater. There they saw a kid tossing plastic bags full of trash into the big blue dumpster.




    The kid was wearing a purple Central High School sweatshirt and a blue baseball cap. Even from the back he looked a lot like Alan's older brother, Jake. Then the kid turned around and the boys saw that it was Jake.




    Jake waved to them and gave the boys a “high-five.” He jogged over to them flashing a big smile.




    “Boy, are you guys in luck. I'm just cleaning out the theater before the one o'clock show, and no one else is in there yet. I can sneak both of you in before the ticket window even opens.”




    The boys couldn't believe it. They were going to get to see the movie for free. Sometimes it's really great having a big brother, Alan thought, especially one who worked at the movie theater.




    If they didn't have to buy tickets for the movie, then they could use their money for video games at the mall. Boy, Jake was right. This really was their lucky day. It looked like it was “All systems go!”




    Jake held the side door open for them, but Scott just wasn't sure he wanted to do it. He could hear his dad's voice telling him that he should do what he knew was right even if his friends did something else.




    Scott shook his head. “I don't think I want to sneak in. I'll just pay for my ticket and then meet you inside.”




    Jake grinned. “You mean you're gonna pass up a chance like this? You're really weird, man. This theater makes megabucks and, believe me, it's not going to go broke just because you don't buy a ticket. Come on, Alan, you're not going to be a jerk, are you?”




    Alan shook his head. “Not on your life. Let me in, bro. Oh, boy, wait till the guys at school hear about this. Little Scott was too chicken to sneak into a dumb movie. Come on, Scott, this is your last chance. I'm going in, with or without you.”




    Scott wasn't sure what he should do. He knew that sneaking into the movie wasn't right, but Jake had a point. They wouldn't really be hurting anyone else. It wasn't like the movie theater was going to go broke without his three bucks.





    He was sure that just about any other guy in his class would sneak into the movie without even thinking twice about it. So why shouldn't he? Did he want the other guys at school to think he was a real jerk—someone who was chicken?




    Whatever he was going to do, he had to do it now. Alan and Jake were holding the door open for him, waiting for him to make up his mind.




    If you were Scott, and you had to choose, what would you do? Why?




    More to think about:




    Why do you think Jake offered to get the boys into the movie for free?




    Do you think the other kids at Scott's school will think he's a real jerk if he doesn't sneak into the movie?




    How do you decide whether something is wrong or right? Is it just a question of whether anyone else will get hurt?




    Both Alan and Jake say that nobody will get hurt. Is that true?
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