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FOR JOE 


INTRODUCTION 

The couple that plays together stays together.

Look in any “how to keep your relationship strong” book or article, and you’ll see plenty of advice on “keeping things fun” and “spicing up your love life.” Novelty is a key ingredient in a healthy love life, and so is laughter. Plenty of it. Sharing experiences and interests also rank high on the relationship longevity list, whether you’re in a fresh, new relationship, a longtime dating relationship, engaged, newly married, or married forever.

So where do you get all this novelty, laughter, shared experiences, and spiciness? From making romantic wagers! As a couple, you’ll bet on everything from the outcome of the Super Bowl to who gets voted off American Idol to who gets drunk and sloppy at the company holiday party. I’ve collected 300 different wagers for you both to use over time, in any situation from sporting events to vacations to lazy Sundays when you have absolutely nothing going on. And if you’re partnered with a sports fan, this wager plan is a great way to share his or her favorite pastime in a whole new way.

Romantic wagers can bring new life to the things you share together as a couple. They can also get you through some of the less pleasant things in life like the annual, required family vacation or a five-hour drive to one of your friends’ weddings. Or a dinner party at his mother’s house. That way, you can walk into his mother’s tension-filled obligatory dinner party knowing that you have a bet on whether or not she’ll mention one of his ex-girlfriends. When she does, instead of fuming, you know that you have a box of Godiva chocolates coming to you. The bet allows you both to laugh off the social gaffe instead of fighting about it. Romantic wagers, then, can add humor to the minefields of your social and family obligations.

If you’d like your partner to get involved in the activities you love, but you just haven’t found a way to entice him or her, perhaps a few romantic wagers will add that element of friendly competition that will engage interest. For that art exhibit you’d like to attend, the wager might be: If there’s a canvas that displays a female nude, I will pose nude for you as you draw or paint a likeness of me—no photographs allowed. That, and the fact that there will be free wine and snacks at the gallery should add a new dimension to your night out.

Of course, romantic wagers are just for fun. They are never to be used to manipulate your partner, make them uncomfortable, humiliate them, or prey on a weakness or insecurity. They’re also  not for financial gain. This isn’t gambling we’re endorsing here, and at no time should a wager be: You’ll pay off my Visa bill. I’ve collected hundreds of tame, romantic, and racy wager payouts for you to consider, and there’s space at the back of this book for you both to record your own ideas. And it’s a rule of this book that either player can veto any suggested bet or wager. You’re not adversaries, trying to get something out of your partner through a crafty twisting of a fun game; you’re introducing Love Bets into your everyday routines, special events, and outings as a way to add a fresh level of enjoyment to your relationship. Through them, you’ll be reminded of your partner’s adventurous, daring, or silly side, an impressive skill in cooking
 or artistry, and yes, a sexy side that you might not have seen or acknowledged much in the recent past.

Romantic wagers wake you both up to the many different facets of your personalities, through play and delicious anticipation, creativity, and the relationship-enhancing bonus benefit of displaying integrity. You made the bet, you keep it.

You’re also showing your partner how much you care by crafting personalized bets and wagers that reflect your knowledge and love of the person you’re involved with.

And of course, if you’re not in a committed relationship right now, but are in a place in your life where you’re going on first, second, or third dates, even blind dates, where conversation can get a little awkward at times, specially selected romantic wagers can break the ice, show your personality, and even better, reveal your date’s personality. If he cringes at the idea of making a little wager on something going on around you—name the next song the cover band plays—then you know he doesn’t share your same playful nature. If you’re hitting it off, the romantic wager game can go on for hours . . . and often becomes one of those things that carries on through your next few dates as a way to play, laugh, challenge each other, and enjoy the date even more.

So now you know what this book can bring into your relationship, and that you can customize the level of romantic or racy wagers you have in mind. But I also encourage you to write in this book and make it a keepsake of the wagers you make with each other. Underneath each bet, write down the date and any details about how you used it, who won, and what you wagered. Doing so makes this book a keepsake of your relationship, something to look back through on an anniversary and relive your playful pastime and saucy suggestions. The written record can up the ante on your love life by challenging you to get even more creative, even sexier or more indulgent with your wagers, repeat your favorite bets, and even pull you out of any months-long ruts where you’ve both been too busy with work and stress to really connect. “Hey, remember this book? Remember when we went to the art gallery? Let’s start doing these again.”

Then you’re back to adventure, novelty, creativity, and surprising each other with your personalized wager deliveries. You’ll be laughing together again in no time, and someone’s going to be washing someone else’s car with their shirt off really soon. Which could inspire another wager: How long until the neighbors call the cops? Just kidding—no wager should ever put you in danger or break a law. (Are you listening, those of you who are thinking, “Sex in public places!’’?) Racy is always way better than raunchy, and the last thing I want as a result of this book is photos on the Internet that would prevent you from running for public office someday.

Make this book a keepsake of all the fun, romantic, and racy wagers you’ve made with one another. Include the date, where you were, what the bet was, and who won. Get ready to play together and stay together for a long, long time to come!


THE LOVE BETS 


PART 1 
SPORTS AND
COMPETITION

Whether you’re competing against one another in a game of tennis, mini golf, one-on-one basketball, or watching the big game on television or in a stadium, you can turn your competitive edge into a romantic wager. What better incentive to make that three-pointer or sink that hole-in-one than knowing that you could win a massage at home later?

IT’S YOU 
VERSUS ME

ON THE BIG 
SCREEN

AT THE 
STADIUM 


IT’S YOU 
VERSUS ME 

LOVE BET #1
Who will be the winner of this game of [whatever sport we’re playing]?

If it’s a back-and-forth competition where you’re ahead first, then he catches up, then you take over the lead, that adds to the adrenaline and excitement levels. May the best man or woman win.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? ......................................................................................................................

DATE ...................................................................................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .........................................................................................

LOVE BET #2
Who will be the winner half-way through this game we’re playing?

In bowling, that would be the fifth frame. In racquetball, you can set a time limit of a half hour with your watch set to beep at the winning moment, and so on. Rather than have one bet going, you can turn this fun date into a collection of bets, with wagers won several times during play. You might even break it down further, with the winner of every quarter or the winner of each hole during mini golf. So if you have a great hole or frame, you become a winner, too. This levels the playing field, and both men and women who dominate in whatever game they’re playing say they’d rather have multiple bets going so that they’re not dominating their date to the point of frustration and greed.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #3 
Who will be the first one to make that special play?

You know, the big play that takes fantastic skill—or pure, dumb luck—like a hole-in-one, birdie, 3-point shot, sinking two balls at once in a game of pool, a bull’s-eye in darts, and so on. At the start of your competitive date, you’ll name that special shot as a shared goal within your winner bet, perhaps: Whoever gets a hole-in-one wins [wager.] It might happen during your game, or it might happen the next time you play (which is a great way to ask for a second date!), so you can carry that wager over to the next game.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #4 
Who will be the first one to make the big mistake?

If you’re the types who are able to poke fun at yourselves and at each other without taking competition too seriously, then this bet is for you. Some people get really mad at themselves if their golf ball lands in a sand trap or if they get a gutter ball in bowling, an air ball in basketball, and so on. They turn beet red and get angry, and then the game (and thus the date) is no fun at all. Same goes for the partner who likes to tease mercilessly about any mistakes made. “You stink at this game!” is neither loving nor romantic. So make this wager only if you know that you can laugh together when you make a bad play.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

ON THE BIG 
SCREEN

LOVE BET #5 
For football, who will win the coin toss?

If you’re not familiar with the sport, the coin-toss winner decides if they will kick off or receive the ball, and in big football games like the Super Bowl, they usually invite Hall of Famers or other notable people to participate. You can make this bet ahead of time, or one of you can call it when the coin is in the air.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #6 
For football, will your team decide to receive or kick?

Since they almost always decide to receive, to get the first shot at scoring, make sure you choose Receive. Even if you have very little knowledge of football, you’ll impress your date by knowing this tidbit about the game.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #7 
For football, which side of the field will that team request?

Here’s another opportunity to impress your all-about-the-game date. If the stadium is not a dome, and the field is open to the elements, the wind plays a big factor in which side of the field a team will choose. The wind affects passes, kickoffs, and field goal attempts, so make sure you listen to the commentators for any mention of which way the wind is blowing. And take a look at the flags flying on top of the open-air stadium—they’ll be flapping with the wind, so score points with your date by saying, “Wait, I need to see how the wind is at the stadium.”

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #8 
For football, which side of the television screen will the first score—touchdown, field goal, or safety—be shown on?

This is a “Right” or “Left” answer most of the time, but be aware that you can say “Neither” for instances where a field goal attempt is filmed from behind the field goal. That score might be in the center of your television screen, so if you like the adrenaline rush of slim odds, wager big on your risky Neither bet!

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #9 
For football, will the first cheerleader shown after the kickoff be a blonde, brunette, or redhead?

The camera loves the beautiful women on the sidelines, and the game has to get great ratings, so the network almost always cuts to a shot of a cheerleader. This is a quick, early-in-the-game bet that can get your wagers in action before any end-of-game score bets, and it’s purely a chance bet, which can give you better odds of winning than bets where you need an in-depth knowledge of the game. Specify that the cheerleader in question has to have her own shot, not be part of a group of cheerleaders. Your bet holds until the next shot of a cheerleader solo.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #10 
The first commercial after kickoff will be for which kind of product?

Think soda, beer, car, erectile-dysfunction medication, and so on. For an extra add-on to the wager, write down the brand name of that product. And you have to be specific, such as Bud Light rather than Budweiser.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #11 
Who will be the first celebrity shown in attendance at the big game?

While the camera loves cheerleaders, it also loves celebrities in attendance at the game. So you can have a little fun with audience shots by guessing which stars will be shown. It helps if you know the “usuals” who are shown often at games (which will impress your date!). For instance, if you’re watching a Red Sox game, the odds are good that you’ll see Ben Affleck and Jennifer Garner. If you’re watching a Nets game, you may see Jay Z (who’s a part owner of the team) and Beyoncé.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #12 
What will the first score be?

For football, will it be a touchdown? Field goal? Safety? For basketball, will it be a layup or a three-pointer? Here is a chance to show off your knowledge of the game, and it starts off your viewing with a little bit of chancy excitement.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #13 
In basketball, who will make the first dunk?

If you’re not familiar with the playing styles of the team members, ask your date for a list of three of the players who often dunk. Then you choose from one of them. And if you want to add an extra layer of fun to this bet, specify that the player has to hang from the rim for a second or add a second wager to the bet if he or she does.

THE WINNER GETS .............................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #14 
Will there be a bench-clearing brawl?

This one is best for baseball games, especially when the teams are bitter rivals, although basketball games have been known to feature some bench-clearers. Yes, it’s mildly evil to bet on violence, but this is a fun extra bet to have going when you’re betting on game scores and MVPs. It doesn’t happen often, so this is a fun long shot bet.

THE WINNER GETS ................................................................................................

WHO WON? .............................................................................................

DATE .............................................................................................

SPECIAL PROVISIONS .............................................................................................

LOVE BET #15 
Will anyone be ejected from the game?

It takes some pretty bad sportsmanship, but it has been happening more often in games from all sports. Referees and umpires take player safety and decency pretty seriously now, so you will see a “You’re outta here!” gesture when a player crosses the line. As a wager doubler, name the player most likely to be ejected from the game, and don’t forget that coaches have been tossed as well.
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