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  Introduction




  From the cheerful boardwalk charm of Ocean City to the rustic pleasures of Deep Creek Lake, Maryland is a great place for families. Although the state is only 10,460 square miles, ranking it No. 42 in size, it is often called America in Miniature because it packs in mountains, beaches, amusement parks, a major city, many charming towns, and a wealth of history. It is particularly well suited for families with children, since there is so much to do within a short distance.




  First settled in the 1600s, Maryland is a treasure trove for history buffs. The state played key roles in the American Revolution, the War of 1812, and the Civil War. In Annapolis, lawmakers conduct business in the state capitol building where the Continental Congress once mulled over the future of the young nation.




  Take your kids to Fort McHenry in Baltimore, where the flag still waved during the War of 1812, inspiring Francis Scott Key to pen the poem that became “The Star-Spangled Banner.”




  Visit the Antietam National Battlefield in Sharpsburg, site of one of the bloodiest battles in the Civil War.




  If your youngsters are interested in trains, Maryland boasts one of the finest train histories in the nation, which can be explored at the excellent Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum in Baltimore, and its sibling, the B&O Railroad Station Museum in Ellicott City. The 13 miles of tracks between these two stations were the first commercial rail lines in the nation.




  Many museums in Baltimore are free, so there’s no reason not to introduce your youngsters to the mummies and other exhibits at the Walters Art Gallery, or the Matisses and Picassos at the Baltimore Museum of Art.




  When you’re ready to tackle the great outdoors, there’s skiing at Wisp Resort, boating on the Chesapeake Bay, and hiking and biking in state parks everywhere. Maryland has nearly 4,000 miles of shoreline, more than any other state in the nation. It also has about four hundred lakes, all man-made.




  Animal lovers can see wild ponies on the beaches at Assateague Island, or let butterflies land on their fingertips and shoulders at Brookside Gardens.




  Everyone knows Maryland is famous for crab cakes, but there are plenty of other local taste treats, too. In the summer, snowball stands offer this icy regional treat in dozens of flavors. Check out Fisher’s Popcorn in Ocean City and Berger’s Cookies in Baltimore for two distinctly local delights that are hard to find elsewhere.




  Baltimore has a wealth of attractions specifically for children, including Port Discovery, the Maryland Science Center, and the National Aquarium. The Baltimore Zoo and National Aquarium are among the best of their kind in the nation. The Inner Harbor, with its restaurants and retail stores, is a popular family destination.




  Traveling in Maryland is easy. The state is generally divided into five regions: Central Maryland, which includes Baltimore and Annapolis; the Capital Region, which includes the tony suburbs close to Washington, D.C.; Western Maryland, which includes the year-round resort of Deep Creek Lake; Southern Maryland, a sparsely populated region with a slow-paced charm of its own; and the Eastern Shore, home to Ocean City and several small towns worth visiting. In this book, I have given Baltimore and Annapolis their own chapters but have otherwise organized sights and attractions into the five regions.




  The state is carved almost in two by the Chesapeake Bay, which divides the Eastern Shore from the rest of the state. To get to the Eastern Shore, you’ll probably cross the 4-mile-long Bay Bridge.




  A good place to gather information about traveling in Maryland is the state’s Office of Tourism Development (800-719-5900, www.mdisfun.org). If you will be driving through large chunks of Maryland, you might want to purchase an E-ZPass, which cuts time at tolls by automatically deducting the amount from a prepaid card affixed to your car. Since many surrounding states also use E-ZPass, it can save a lot of time when driving through the region. To get one, call (888) 288-6865 or go to www.EZPass.com.




  Wearing seat belts is mandatory in the state, so buckle up before you begin, and make sure young ones are securely fastened in their car seats. For more information about car travel and regulations, including up-to-date reports on road closings or delays, check with the state’s transportation administration at (410) 539-5000 or www.mtamaryland.org.




  LODGING, RESTAURANT, AND ATTRACTION FEES




  In the “Where to Eat” and “Where to Stay” sections, dollar signs indicate general price ranges or averages. For meals, the prices are generally for individual adult entrees. Be aware that lunch is often a better value than dinner.




  For lodging, the rates are generally for a double room for a family of three or more.




  Rates may be higher during peak vacation seasons and holidays.




  Rates for attractions are per person; these ratings appear at the end of the italicized information in the heading for each attraction and represent admission costs for both adults and children.
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  Rates for Attractions




  

    

      	$



      	up to $5

    




    

      	$$



      	$5 to $10

    




    

      	$$$



      	$11 to $20

    




    

      	$$$$



      	more than $20

    


  




  Rates for Lodging




  

    

      	$



      	up to $50

    




    

      	$$



      	$51 to $100

    




    

      	$$$



      	$101 to $150

    




    

      	$$$$



      	more than $150

    


  




  Rates for Restaurants




  

    

      	$



      	entrees less than $10

    




    

      	$$



      	entrees $10 to $15

    




    

      	$$$



      	entrees $16 to $20

    




    

      	$$$$



      	entrees more than $20

    


  




  Attractions Key




  The following is a key to the icons found throughout the text.




  

    

      	SWIMMING
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      	BOATING/BOAT TOUR
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      	HISTORIC SITE
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      	HIKING/WALKING
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      	FISHING
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      	BIKING
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      	AMUSEMENT PARK
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      	HORSEBACK RIDING
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      	SKIING/WINTER SPORTS
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      	PARK



      	[image: frn_fig_014.png]

    


  




  

    

      	ANIMAL VIEWING
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      	FOOD



      	[image: frn_fig_016.png]

    


  




  

    

      	LODGING
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      	CAMPING
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      	MUSEUMS
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      	PERFORMING ARTS
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      	SPORTS/ATHLETIC
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      	PICNICKING
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      	PLAYGROUND
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      	SHOPPING
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      	PLANTS/GARDENS/NATURE TRAILS
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      	FARMS
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  Baltimore




  




  From its pre-Revolutionary roots to its modern industries and attractions, Baltimore is a city with a rich history and lots of things to do with the kids. Like animals? Don’t miss the excellent aquarium and zoo. Is history your thing? Check out Fort McHenry, where the flag still waved in 1814, inspiring Frances Scott Key to write “The Star-Spangled Banner.” For sports fans, there’s the Babe Ruth Birthplace and Museum, the Sports Legend Museum, the Lacrosse Museum and National Hall of Fame, and of course Camden Yards for the beloved Orioles and M & T Stadium for Ravens fans. If your kids are looking for hands-on activities, Port Discovery and the Maryland Science Center are perfect places to spend a few hours or the whole day.




  Baltimore is sometimes known as Charm City, and there’s no doubt it does have a quirky charm all its own. Where else would a person find a kid-friendly museum devoted to dentistry (the Dr. Samuel D. Harris National Museum of Dentistry), or another that explores plumbing, road construction, and other aspects of public works (Baltimore Public Works Museum)?




  Many of Baltimore’s attractions are clustered around the Inner Harbor. Others are just a short drive away.




  This chapter begins with an exploration of the Inner Harbor. From there, we proceed east to the neighborhoods of Fells Point and Canton, head north up Charles Street to the Mount Vernon section of town, and then hit Interstate 83 to continue north for a visit to the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore, the colorful community of Hampden, and other attractions.




  Baltimore can be reached by train, airplane (Baltimore-Washington International Airport is about 10 miles away), and of course automobile. Driving around the city is easy, and there are parking garages everywhere. The Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) operates buses and trains throughout the city and surrounding counties. For more information on those services, call the MTA at (410) 539-5000 or (866) RIDE-MTA or visit its Web site at www.mtamaryland.com.




  The beautiful 8,000-square-foot Baltimore Visitor Center, which opened in 2004, is a good first stop. It’s located right in the Inner Harbor, between Harborplace and the Science Center, and it’s where you can buy tickets for attractions and shows or make reservations for lodging or restaurants. The center has loads of pamphlets and brochures, plus touch-screen kiosks for information, and of course, local experts eager to answer your questions.
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  The Inner Harbor and Southwest




  For most Baltimore visitors, the first stop is the Inner Harbor, a cluster of museums, shops, restaurants, and attractions that forms a half-circle around Baltimore’s historic harbor.




  From I-95, take the I-395 exit and turn right on Pratt Street. In a few minutes, you’ll see the boats and water on your left. There’s a small parking lot in front of the Science Center, and many garages are located on the streets to the right. In our tour of the Inner Harbor, we’ll cover the north side of the harbor and one of the state’s most popular attractions, the National Aquarium in Baltimore, to the Museum of Industry, which anchors the other side.




  We’ll also head west of the Inner Harbor and south of Route 40 to explore Baltimore’s baseball heritage and see where our national anthem was created.
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American Visionary Art Museum (ages 3 and up)





  




  800 Key Hwy, Baltimore 21230; (410) 244-1900, www.avam.org. Open Tuesday through Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. $, children under 4 free.




  This totally unique and exuberant museum features artwork only by self-taught artists. Kids will be inspired to see what can be created by retirees, disabled people, housewives, farmers, and others, and they will love the sculpture garden, with its enormous and fantastic creations.




  

    
Karen’s


    TopPicks for fun in Baltimore





    1. National Aquarium




    2. USS Constellation




    3. Maryland Science Center




    4. Baltimore Museum of Industry




    5. Oriole Park at Camden Yards and Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum




    6. Fort McHenry




    7. Port Discovery




    8. Baltimore Public Works Museum




    9. Walters Art Gallery




    10. The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore
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Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum (ages 4 and up)





  




  216 Emory St., Baltimore 21230; (410) 727-1539, www.baberuthmuseum.com. April through October open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily and 7 p.m. when Orioles have a home game; November through March open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $, children under 5 free. The museum is 2 blocks northwest of Oriole Park at Camden Yards.




  Young sports enthusiasts won’t want to miss this museum, housed right in Babe Ruth’s childhood home.




  Before Ruth was the Sultan of Swat, he was George Herman Ruth Jr. of Baltimore. Born February 6, 1895, in his grandfather’s modest home, Ruth attended St. Mary’s Industrial School for Boys, a place for orphans and delinquent boys. In 1906, the family moved to 406 West Conway St., now short centerfield at Oriole Park. He played for the Orioles in 1914, then the Boston Red Sox and, most famously, the New York Yankees. He went on to become one of the greatest ballplayers of all time, known forever as the Home Run King for his 1927 single-season home run total of sixty.




  Though that record has since been broken, Babe Ruth remains a legend.
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Baltimore Maritime Museum (ages 4 and up)





  




  Piers 3 and 5, Inner Harbor, Baltimore 21202; (410) 396-3453, www.baltomaritimemuseum.org. In winter, Friday through Sunday 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., in spring and summer, Sunday through Thursday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Ticket booth closes a half hour before ships. $.




  Here’s a place where kids can see boats—lots of boats. The Baltimore Maritime Museum includes ships and a lighthouse that tell the story of U.S. naval history from 1930 to 1986.




  Each ticket gives you access to the U.S. Submarine Torsk, the Lightship Chesapeake, the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Taney, and the Seven Foot Knoll Lighthouse—all fun for kids to explore, and maybe they’ll learn a little history while they’re at it. My kids love to admire the Torsk, which is painted to look like a shark, with huge, scary teeth. Tickets to all these attractions are available at the ticket booth on Pier 3, in front of the National Aquarium.
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Baltimore Museum of Industry (ages 3 and up)





  




  1415 Key Hwy, Inner Harbor South, Baltimore 21230; (410) 727-4808, www.thebmi.org. Open Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $.




  Known as the “museum that works,” the Museum of Industry, housed in an 1865 building that used to be an oyster cannery, explores Baltimore’s industrial heritage with plenty of hands-on activities for children, including a Motorworks Assembly Line and a Cannery Children’s Activity Center. Re-created workshops let kids touch and explore the nineteenth-century worlds of printing, metalworking, and garment making. Outside is the only operating steam tugboat on the East Coast, the coal-fired SS Baltimore. A gift shop open during museum hours sells puzzles, knickknacks, and books.




  
Amazing


  Maryland Facts [image: chpt_fig_010.jpg]





  

    Doc Holliday, best known for his gunfighting antics in the American West, was a student at the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery in the 1870s. The school was the world’s first dental college when it was founded in 1840.
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B and O Railroad Museum (all ages)





  




  901 W. Pratt St., Baltimore 21223; (410) 752-2490; www.borail.org; Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $$$.




  With real trains—not replicas—inside a gorgeous wheelhouse, the B and O is a place where youngsters can run and climb while learning about railroading history or just enjoying the majesty of the old Iron Horses. The first commercial long-distance track was laid right at the museum site in 1829, and the museum, restored after a 2003 snowstorm caused the roof to cave in, retains a strong sense of its history. Exhibits include actual trains as well as small items like pocket watches, lanterns, and dining car china. Train rides are offered Wednesday through Sunday in April through December, and on weekends in January. Other child-friendly events include a fantastic G-scale garden layout over the holiday season, and frequent visits from Thomas the Tank Engine.
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Clipper City (all ages)





  




  Departs from the Harborplace piers in front of the Science Center, Baltimore 21202; (410) 931-6777, www.sailingship.com. The ship departs at noon and 3 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and at 3 and 6 p.m. on Sunday. $$.




  You and your kids can hear the sails billowing in the wind and feel the salty spray when you take a cruise on this tall ship, a replica of one that carried lumber to East Coast ports between 1854 and 1892. The ship can accommodate as many as 140 passengers for daily cruises and private charters. The two-hour daily cruises start at the Inner Harbor and continue up the Patapsco River. Instead of having a set itinerary, the captain chooses his course depending on the wind and tide.
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The Dr. Samuel D. Harris National Museum of Dentistry (ages 3 and up)





  




  31 South Greene St., Baltimore 21201; (410) 706-0600, www.dentalmuseum.org. Open Wednesday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday 1 to 4 p.m. $, children 6 and under free. From I-95, take Route 395 toward downtown Baltimore and exit onto Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. Remain in the right lane. At the fourth traffic light, turn right onto Baltimore Street. Turn right at the next traffic light onto Greene Street. The museum is on the left.




  This one-of-a-kind museum, created in association with the Smithsonian Institution, has fun, interactive exhibits on dentists in history, toothbrushes through time, and the importance of good tooth care. Though there are lessons here, the museum is far from serious.




  Kids will probably love the world’s only mouth-shaped jukebox, which plays old tooth-related advertisements. The museum’s collection includes a set of George Washington’s dentures, as well as dental instruments used to treat Queen Victoria. You’ll come out smiling!
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ESPN Zone (ages 6 and up)





  




  601 East Pratt St., Baltimore 21201; (410) 685-ESPN; www.espnzone.com. Open daily 11:30 a.m. to midnight. $$.




  You and your kids can easily spend hours at this sports entertainment complex. You don’t even have to leave to eat, since there’s a restaurant on-site with burgers, chili, and other kid-friendly fare. State-of-the-art interactive games make that round of golf, boxing match, or NASCAR race seem real. Your kids can shoot baskets, go bowling, play hockey against a computerized goalie, or just do a little (simulated) fishing. This place is popular with young adults, and the noise level can be quite high, especially on the weekends.
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The France-Merrick Performing Arts Center (all ages)





  




  12 N. Eutaw St., Baltimore, 21201, (410) 837-7400, www.france-merrickpac.com. $$$$.




  This venue, better known as the Hippodrome, is Baltimore’s answer to Broadway, the place to see such crowd-pleasing kid-friendly extravaganzas as The Lion King, Annie, Cats, and Riverdance. While most performances are in the evenings, and too late for young sleepyheads, matinees are offered on weekends. Special events like a Dora the Explorer show are frequent. The Hipp Café inside the center serves flat-bread pizzas, soups, sandwiches, and salads.
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Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine (all ages)





  




  East Fort Avenue, Baltimore 21230-5393; (410) 962-4290, www.nps.gov/fomc. Open daily 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. $, children 17 and under free. The park is about 3 miles from the Inner Harbor. From I-95 take exit 55, Key Highway, and follow the Fort McHenry signs to Lawrence Street. Turn left on Lawrence Street and then left on Fort Avenue. Proceed 1 mile to the park. From the Inner Harbor, take Light Street south to Key Highway. Turn left and follow the Fort McHenry signs to Lawrence Street. Turn right on Lawrence Street and then left on Fort Avenue to the park.




  
Amazing


  Maryland Facts [image: chpt_fig_010.jpg]





  

    Among the many inventions created in Baltimore, the Ouija board may be the most bizarre. This board, patented by a group of Baltimoreans in 1890, consists of letters and numbers, as well as the words “yes” and “no.” A pointer that glides across the board supposedly allows users to communicate with the dead.


  




  

    
Junior Rangers





    Kids ages eight to fourteen can take part in Fort McHenry’s Junior Ranger program. Ask for an activity sheet at the visitor center, then explore the fort and grounds to answer questions about its history. Return the activity worksheet to earn a Junior Ranger certificate and badge.


  




  Do your kids know the story behind “The Star-Spangled Banner”? It took place at Fort McHenry, during the War of 1812, which pitted the United States against England. English troops attacked Fort McHenry, but after twenty-five hours of fighting, the American flag still flew high over the fort, and the British were defeated.




  Marylander Francis Scott Key, who saw the flag from a nearby ship, was inspired to write a poem that began with the words, “O say can you see.” In 1931, Congress made it official, and “The Star-Spangled Banner,” written by a thirty-five-year-old poet and lawyer, became our national anthem.




  Today, the site’s visitor center shows a free fifteen-minute movie about the battle and offers plenty of photographs and displays about the fort and its place in history.




  The movie is a little complicated for young viewers, but it has no gore. There is also a wonderful park with a walking trail, a great place to observe harbor activity. Visits to the park and visitor center are free; admission is charged only to explore the fort.
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Harborplace (all ages)





  




  200 East Pratt St., Inner Harbor, Baltimore 21202; (410) 332-4191, www.harborplace.com. Mall open Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.




  With its dozens of shops and restaurants, Harborplace is a bustling centerpiece to the Inner Harbor and a great place to shop or get something to eat while visiting the area. Harborplace consists of two pavilions, the Light Street Pavilion and Pratt Street Pavilion, and a fancy shopping mall called the Gallery. The city’s largest tourist attraction, it lures about ten million visitors a year.




  

    
Save Money





    Every year in early December, Harborplace hosts Dollar Days, in which participating attractions offer admission for a dollar and Inner Harbor shops have special deals. Year-round in Mount Vernon, participating shops and attractions offer special deals and extended hours on First Thursday, the first Thursday of each month.


  




  In the summer, musicians and magicians perform in the Harborplace Amphitheater. Kids will also enjoy riding the carousel near the Science Center.
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Lexington Market (all ages)





  




  400 West Lexington St., Baltimore 21201; (410) 685-6169, www.lexingtonmarket.com. Open Monday through Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.




  From Utz potato chips to Konstant’s Candy, there’s plenty here to make a child’s mouth water. Built in 1782, Lexington Market bills itself as the world’s largest continually running market, with stalls of vendors selling seafood, produce, sandwiches, chocolates, baked goods, and nearly any other food you can imagine. Live music is often a part of the experience.




  The crab cakes at the J.W. Faidley stall are considered by many to be the best in Baltimore, which means they are quite possibly the best in the world. And even the most finicky eater can’t resist a cookie from the Berger’s bakery stall.
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Maryland Science Center (all ages)





  




  601 Light St., Baltimore 21230; (410) 685-5225, www.mdsci.org. Open Monday through Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday noon to 5 p.m. $$$, children under 3 free.




  The Maryland Science Center is packed with room after room of hands-on science-related activities specifically for kids. Though the focus is educational, my kids, ages three and five, have so much fun here they don’t realize all they are learning. The new Kids Room, for example, lets children age eight and younger examine X-rays, play with magnets, build with blocks, dress up, learn about gravity, and more. Note that the Kids Room closes an hour before the museum does, and children must be accompanied by an adult.




  The exhibits are always changing, but recent ones have included the world’s largest collection of authentic Chinese fossils, and an exhibit on cells with a time-lapse movie about human fetal development and that let kids try to match cell shapes with their function. Permanent exhibits give kids the opportunity to learn through play about archaeology, outer space, and the Chesapeake Bay. There is a five-story IMAX theater, which has shown films such as Beauty and the Beast—though other movies may be too much for sensitive types. The Davis Planetarium, also part of the center, is a 50-foot dome that uses images and special effects for an experience that is literally out of this world.




  The museum has elevators and is wheelchair accessible, but if you can leave the stroller behind or check it in the coatroom, you’re better off. Kid-friendly meals and snacks can be found at the MSC Café on the first floor.
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National Aquarium (all ages)





  




  501 East Pratt St., Baltimore 21202; (410) 576-3800, www.aqua.org. In July and August, open Sunday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. In March, April, May, June, September, and October, open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., till 10 p.m. on Friday. In November, December, January, and February, open daily 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., till 9:30 p.m. on Friday. $$$.
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  You’ll find sea life ranging from tiny seahorses to enormous flat stingrays in the National Aquarium’s beautiful five-story building on Pier 3 of the Inner Harbor. The aquarium now has an Immersion Theater which combines a 3D movie experience with wind and mist effects to make it even more realistic. (Tickets cost extra.) The layout is designed so you ascend from floor to floor as you check out the displays. On the top floor, the Australia exhibit, called Animal Planet Australia: Wild Extremes, gives the impression that you are really there.




  There are no cages or tanks, so it feels like you’re actually in an Australian river gorge, complete with a 35-foot waterfall. Kids are sure to spot plenty of birds, lizards, and even crocodiles and the pretty bird known as the laughing kookaburra. A long, spiraling ramp takes you back down to the first floor.




  




  My kids always get a kick out of the dolphin show, where these amazing mammals show off their aquatic skills, and audience members close to the tank are sure to get wet. The aquarium is often crowded, so it’s a good idea to reserve tickets for the popular show in advance.
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Oriole Park at Camden Yards (ages 4 and up)





  




  333 West Camden St., Baltimore 21201; (410) 685-9800, (410) 547-6234 for updated and off-season tour schedule, www.ballparks.com/baseball/american/oriole.htm. Tours offered April through September 11 a.m., noon, 1 and 2 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 12:30, 1, 2, and 3 p.m. Sunday. $.




  There’s no guarantee your kids will meet a famous ballplayer, but they’ll learn about Babe Ruth and check out the dugout and pressroom in a seventy-five-minute tour of the famous ballpark, which set a new standard for urban baseball stadiums when it opened in 1992.




  The tour includes a history of the park.




  

    
More Games, Less Money





    Orioles fans old enough to sit through the games might want to sign up for the Junior Orioles Dugout Club, a kid-size season ticket for youngsters ages two through fourteen. The $15 package includes an official ball, hat, and membership card, as well as general admission for one to each of the ten Dugout Club games. For more information, call (410) 685-9800.


  




  

    
A Nitkin Family Adventure





    After several weeks of bitter winter weather, the temperature finally rose to forty degrees one Sunday in February. The sun was out, the wind was blowing, and we could almost smell spring in the air. My husband and I decided to take our kids to Fort McHenry. We figured they could run around the grounds and explore the fort, while we would learn a little about the battle that inspired “The Star-Spangled Banner.”




    The outing was better than expected. At the visitor center, my five-year-old daughter seemed to like the short film about the defense of Fort McHenry, and it had enough action to hold the attention of my two-year-old son. Then we walked around the old fort, which overlooks the harbor. The kids were fascinated by the boats on the water and the cranes in the port, and they were equally interested in the indoor displays of old uniforms and weapons.




    All in all, it was a much-needed day outdoors, one that gave us a new appreciation for Baltimore history.
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Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African-American History and Culture (ages 7 and up)





  




  830 E. Pratt St., Baltimore, 21202; (443) 263-1800, www.africanamericanculture.org. Open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday noon to 5 p.m. $$.




  This stunning museum, with its beautiful red and yellow inflected façade, is both ambitious and beautiful. Named for Reginald F. Lewis, a Baltimore native who established the first African-American law firm on Wall Street and who died in 1993 at the age of 50, it seeks to do nothing less than document the African-American experience in Maryland.




  The permanent collection has three galleries, focusing on family life, labor, and black art and intellect. Through the stories of real families and with the help of artifacts, photos, and interactive displays, children can see how African Americans lived in slavery and in freedom in Maryland for more than two centuries.




  Performance footage from Baltimore notables including Cab Calloway, Billie Holiday, and Eubie Blake are sure to enchant.
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Ride the Ducks (all ages)





  




  25 Light St., Baltimore 21202; (410) 727-DUCK, www.baltimoreducks.com. Open daily from April to October, limited hours in November; ticket office open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. $$–$$$, children under 3 free.




  Your kids (and you!) will shriek in delight when the tour bus they are riding suddenly heads for the harbor, splashes in, and becomes a boat. This amphibious vehicle travels on both land and water during its eighty-minute narrated tour of the Baltimore area, including Edgar Allan Poe’s grave, Fells Point, and Camden Yards. In Fells Point, your bus hits the water and paddles for about twenty minutes past Federal Hill and the aquarium. Kids are encouraged to use their Wacky Quackers, bill-shaped plastic horns that sound like ducks, throughout the narrated tour.
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Seaport Taxi and Water Taxi (all ages)





  




  Seaport Taxi: various Inner Harbor locations; (410) 675-2900, www.nathistoricseaport.org. Operates daily 6:55 a.m. to 8:25 p.m. $. Water Taxi: various locations; (410) 563-3901 or (800) 658-8947, www.thewatertaxi.com. Operates November 1 through March 31, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; April, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; May 1 through September 3, 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.; September 4 through October 31, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. $.




  These boats, which travel throughout the harbor with stops at local attractions, are used by both commuters and tourists. Both taxis offer all-day tickets that are a great and inexpensive way for families to get from one place to another or just enjoy being out on the water. The Water Taxi also rents colorful paddleboats for those who prefer to travel by their own steam.
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Sports Legends Museum (ages 4 and up)





  




  301 W. Camden St., Baltimore 21201, open October through March, Tuesday through Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., April through September daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 7 p.m. on game days. $$




  The museum includes exhibits about Johnny Unitas, the Baltimore Colts star who is considered the “Babe Ruth of the NFL.” Unitas, who was born May 7, 1933, and died September, 11, 2002, quarterbacked for the Colts for seventeen years starting in 1956. The football memorabilia he donated to the museum includes photos, trophies, and the football he threw for his last touchdown as a Colt. Another exhibit tells of what many consider the “greatest game ever played,” the 1958 NFL championship game between the Baltimore Colts and the New York Giants, which the Colts, led by Unitas, won in overtime. Other exhibits celebrate Baltimore’s soccer, amateur baseball, and college sports highlights. A “kid discovery zone” lets youngsters try on uniforms and compare their stances to those of real players outlined in a facing mirror.
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USS Constellation (ages 4 and up)





  




  Pier 1, Inner Harbor, Baltimore 21202; (410) 539-1797; www.constellation.org. Open May 1 through October 14, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; October 15 through April 30, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $$, children 5 and under free.




  Kids can turn the steering wheel and pull the ropes as they explore the only Civil War vessel that’s still afloat. The USS Constellation was built in 1854 as the last all-sail ship commissioned by the U.S. Navy. Today, the interior looks much as it did during the Civil War, except that photographs and explanatory exhibits have been added. You’ll receive an audiotape that takes you on a self-guided tour of the boat, or you can opt for a tour from a staffer in Civil War–era uniform. Kids ten and older can participate in a special hands-on tour that shows them what life was like for boys eleven to eighteen years old who served in the navy during the Civil War.




  
Amazing


  Maryland Facts [image: chpt_fig_010.jpg]





  

    In 1831, a train with the B&O Railroad in Baltimore set a speed record by traveling at the now wholly unremarkable speed of 30 mph.


  




  
World Trade Center (all ages)





  




  401 East Pratt St., Baltimore 21202; (410) 837-VIEW, www.Baltimore.to/TopofWorld. Open Wednesday through Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. $, children 2 and under free.




  For a panoramic view of the city, take the kids up the elevator to the twenty-seventh floor and the Top of the World, the observation level of the city’s World Trade Center. The beautiful building, designed by renowned architect I. M. Pei, is the tallest pentagonal building in the world. Exhibits give some history of Baltimore and help explain what you are seeing.
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Westminster Cemetery, Grave of Edgar Allan Poe (ages 7 and up)





  




  509 West Fayette St., Baltimore 21201; (410) 706-2072. Open daily 8 a.m. to dusk. Free.




  If your kids have read the “Telltale Heart” or other Edgar Allan Poe stories, or if they just like cemeteries, they may get a kick out of visiting Westminster Cemetery, the city’s oldest burial ground and the site of Poe’s grave, as well as the graves of many Revolutionary War and World War I generals. For an especially Baltimore experience, sit your kids down for a reading of “The Raven” before attending. Baltimore’s football team is named for the poem.




  Where to Eat




  Five Guys Burgers and Fries. 201 E. Pratt St., Baltimore 21202; (410) 244-7175, www.fiveguys.com. This beloved chain has developed almost a cult following for its meaty burgers and fabulous fries. $




  Hard Rock Café. 601 East Pratt St., Baltimore; (410) 347-7625, www.hardrockcafe.com. With all the noise and activity in this cavernous chain restaurant, nobody will notice if your kids have a temper tantrum. But they probably won’t, because there’s so much to see, including music videos, Elton John’s shoes, and a 1960 teal Caddy hanging over the bar. Crayons are provided, and a kid-friendly menu leans toward burgers and sandwiches. $$




  Matthew’s Pizza. 3131 Eastern Ave., Baltimore 21224; (410) 276-8755, www.matthewspizza.com. The very definition of a family-friendly neighborhood pizza shop, Matthew’s has been wowing customers young and old since it opened in 1943. The restaurant is known for its classic pies, but also serves up near-perfect subs and pasta dishes. $




  Papermoon Diner. 227 W. 29th St., Baltimore 21211; (410) 889-4444, www.papermoondiner24.com. From the shelves lined with toys to meals ranging from classic meat loaf to tofu stir-fries, this is a diner to top all diners. The colorful walls and even more colorful characters will have your youngster staring, but those delicious sweet potato fries should snap her back to attention. $




  Where to Stay




  Baltimore Marriott Waterfront. 700 Aliceanna St., Baltimore, 21202; (410) 385-3000, www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/bwiwf-baltimore-marriott-waterfront. This stunning new hotel is right on the water and on the edge of the Inner Harbor. Rooms are smoke-free, have great views and high-speed Internet. The hotel has a pool. $$$$




  Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel. 300 S. Charles St., Baltimore, 21201; (410) 962-8300, www.starwoodhotels.com. Connected to the Convention Center and just a short walk to the Inner Harbor, this hotel combines convenience and luxury. All rooms are nonsmoking and have high-speed Internet access. $$$




  For More Information




  Baltimore Area convention and Visitors Association. 100 Light St., Twelfth Floor, Baltimore 21202; (877) BALTIMORE, www.baltimore.org.




  Harborplace. 200 East Pratt St., Fourth Floor, Baltimore 21202; (410) 332-4191, www.harborplace.com.




  Office of Promotion and the Arts. 7 Redwood St., Suite 500, Baltimore 21202; (877) BALTIMORE, www.promotionandarts.com.




  Fells Point and Canton




  To the east of the Inner Harbor are the historic neighborhoods of Fells Point and Canton, all crammed with locally owned shops and restaurants. The cobblestoned streets of Fells Point were laid out by Edward Fell in 1761, and many still have English names like Thames and Shakespeare. Youngsters may enjoy window-shopping in these neighborhoods, and you and the kids won’t want to miss aMuse, a great locally owned toy store at 1623 Thames St. in Fells Point (410-342-5000).




  Fells Point is only a short drive away from the Inner Harbor. Just turn right on South President Street and left on Eastern Avenue. To get to Canton from that point, go east on Thames Street, then right on Aliceanna Street and right on Boston Street.
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Baltimore City Fire Museum (ages 6 and up)





  




  414 Gay St., Baltimore 21202. Open by appointment, call (410) 327-3380. Free.




  If your child wants to be a firefighter when he or she grows up, you’ll want to make an appointment to visit this fascinating museum, which shows youngsters how Baltimore firefighting evolved over the years.




  They will be intrigued by exhibits that include a hand pumper from the 1800s, a 1960 square-box ambulance, and displays of old badges and fire extinguishers. The museum is housed in an 1853 former watchtower, and tour guides explain how fire alarms were sounded in the days before the development of 911. Kids will also be awed by photos of the Great Fire of 1904, which destroyed about 70 blocks of Baltimore’s business district. Note: Some of the images of devastation may be disturbing.




  

    
Read All about It





    Several local publications offer up-to-date listings of things to do. Check out the Live section of the Baltimore Sun, which appears every Thursday, or look for free copies of the monthly Baltimore’s Child, available in supermarkets, libraries, and boxes on the street. CityPaper, a free weekly geared more toward adults, also lists some children’s activities. It is available in boxes on the street and at some restaurants and shops.
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Baltimore Civil War Museum (ages 5 and up)





  




  601 President St., Baltimore 21202; (410) 268-7601, www.mdhs.org/explore/baltcivilwar.html. Open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $, children 12 and under free.




  Even children who know very little about the Civil War will enjoy visiting this small museum, housed in the brick 1849 train station where the first blood of the conflict was shed. Operated by the Maryland Historical Society, the museum mainly consists of photographs with descriptions and some audiotapes that highlight Maryland’s ambivalent role in the war, as a state just south of the Mason-Dixon Line. Kids will learn about the state’s railroad history, about the station’s role in the Underground Railroad that helped slaves escape to the north, and about how and why Confederate sympathizers attacked a Massachusetts regiment that was passing through this very station. Four soldiers and twelve Baltimore citizens died during that skirmish on April 19, 1861. A gift shop is also on the premises.
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Baltimore Public Works Museum (ages 3 and up)





  




  751 Eastern Ave., Baltimore 21202; (410) 396-5565, www.ci.baltimore.md.us/government/dpw/museum. Open Wednesday through Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. $, children under 6 free.




  Any child with an interest in bathrooms, garbage removal, or construction will get a kick out of this unusual place. This small museum, housed in a 1911 former pumping station (ew!), explores the history of the city’s public works department and the technology behind its work, all presented in kid-friendly terms. Kids can play in the “construction site,” admire a Lego city, or laugh over a newspaper-style fact sheet headlined HISTORY OF THE BATHROOM, which explains that Queen Elizabeth I, who had a water closet installed in 1598, wrote in her diary that she bathed once a month whether she needed it or not.




  
Amazing


  Maryland Facts [image: chpt_fig_010.jpg]





  

    The state’s official song, “Maryland, My Maryland,” was written in 1861 by a twenty-two-year-old schoolteacher named James Ryder Randall after federal troops were attacked in Baltimore. The song expresses his eagerness for Baltimore to join the Confederate cause. With lines like “Avenge the patriotic gore/that flecked the streets of Baltimore,” it’s not exactly peace loving.


  




  For the price of admission, your young ones can also climb on the “cityscape” that’s outside next to the museum. This is a full-scale model of a street corner, raised so that the utility pipes and drains underneath are at street level. It’s educational, but it also makes a great playground.




  Local art for sale in the gift shop has a public works theme and recently included art made from recycled materials.
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Baltimore Ice Rink at Harbor Point (ages 3 and up)





  




  At the intersection of South Caroline, Thames, and Block Streets, Baltimore 21231; (410) 522-3213. Open daily in the winter months, weather permitting. $ for rentals and time on the rink.




  Outdoor skating in a waterfront location right in Fells Point can warm the hearts of even the most winter-grumpy kids. Special events include Tykes on Ice, Saturday-morning skate sessions with kid-friendly music and costumed characters, and skating with Santa in the days before Christmas. You and your kids are sure to meet the rink’s friendly mascot, Perky the Penguin, as he glides around the ice.
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