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DEDICATION



This book is dedicated to those who have tossed a plug in search of a monster known as the peacock bass, and who then became addicted to them; those of us that are in a seemingly endless spiral to chase the monster forever, to all wet corners of the earth, until we have caught the biggest, the baddest, and the best of their specie. It is also dedicated to the peacock bass “novice” with a yearning to become addicted to this fish. If you can’t say no to a trip into the jungle after peacock bass, you will become addicted. That’s guaranteed. This is dedicated to those avid “tough” fish anglers who chase musky, king salmon, huge pike and other species growing into triple digit weights, who have been brought to their knees by a monstrous, full-grown, belligerent peacock bass. Enjoy!
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PREFACE



Angling for the exciting peacock bass is rapidly growing in popularity. Anglers quickly become addicted to this specie, whose native range is the Amazon jungles of South America. The focus of this book, “Peacock Bass Addiction” is how, where, and when to catch the great sport fish.


Effective tactics and secret techniques to fool the provocative fish are presented throughout the book. Detailed illustrations and numerous photos highlight the most productive lures and patterns. The book is a valuable reference source with numerous strategies in each chapter to fool peacock bass. Many of the proven techniques discussed are applicable to waters around the world.


This is a how-to book designed to help you catch more peacock bass, and it is more. It attempts to provide readers with an honest overview of numerous opportunities in South America and around the world where peacock bass exist. Each of the first 12 chapters in this comprehensive book focuses on geographic areas in the various countries that almost always produce good peacock bass fishing. Some of those also reveal other exciting species that are found in the same waters. Dorado, payara, pacu, and red-tail catfish are among the species highlighted in the text.


Chapter 13, “Battles Won and Lost”, provides an experienced viewpoint on how to win battles with the giants. It points out common ways to lose the fish of your dreams and ways to prevent such a catastrophe. Chapter 14 discusses the range and seasonal movements of the peacock bass, critical elements to the success of any venture.


The rainy season and dry season effects on the resource is unique to the Amazonas Region of South America. Knowing the critical water conditions should prevent an angler from making a major mistake in timing. Most readers will highly value the seasonal calendar shown.


I am often asked about the most appropriate tackle to carry along on an expedition. In Chapter 15, I discuss my favorite lures, tackle, and types of habitat to use them in. Detailed in Chapter 16 is fly fishing advice from experts on catching peacocks using their top flies. Readers will discover several interesting and informative appendices, including detailed information on the first and second books in this series, “Peacock Bass Explosions” and “Peacock Bass & Other Fierce Exotics” respectively, and an Outdoor Resource Directory.
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The author and his favorite bass have been featured on the covers of many magazines in the U.S. and in South America. Larry has sold articles and photos of peacock bass to Sports Afield, Outdoor Life and many other magazines, brochures and internet sites.


Larry Larsen’s “Peacock Bass Explosions” book has been translated into Portuguese and published in Brazil by a huge publishing conglomerate. His first two peacock bass books, in English, are outlined in the Appendix





ABOUT THE AUTHOR



Larry Larsen is America’s most widely read and respected bass fishing writer and author and is the only one to pen three books on peacock bass. He is a frequent contributor on both largemouth and peacock bass subjects to major outdoor magazines, including Sports Afield, Field & Stream, Bassin’, Outdoor Life, and Florida Sportsman. His photography and articles have appeared in more than 1,800 magazines.


The renown angler has caught and released hundreds of peacock bass between five and 23 pounds and has traveled hundreds of thousands of miles to fish for peacock bass, including stops in Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Venezuela, Panama, Costa Rica and Hawaii. In 1999, Larsen was inducted into the National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame as a Legendary Angler.


Larsen is a seven-time world line class record holder on the peacock bass and an all-tackle, IGFA world record holder for a 10 pound, 8 ounce butterfly peacock. The IGFA record fish (cichla ocellaris) peacock was taken on a Luhr-Jensen Big Game Woodchopper in a lagoon off the Rio Branco in the Brazilian state of Roraima.


“A small float plane dropped off my Indian guide, Ivon, and I on a tiny creek in the middle of the Amazon Rain Forest,” says Larsen. “We had a 10-foot PortaBoat and 5 hp outboard to traverse 40 miles of totally unexplored water in the following two days. We found one small lagoon with several giant butterflies, and I caught the record after landing two others in the 8 to 9 pound class within 20 feet of each other. In my 25 or so trips to the Amazon, I have never found concentrations of large butterflies weighing more than five or six pounds.”


He was awarded line class world records in ’93, ’94 and ’95 for speckled peacock bass (Cichla spp) by the National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame in Hayward, WI. The records for the seven peacock bass, which weighed up to 20 pounds, were established in the 6, 14, 16, 17, 20 and unlimited pound line classes. He has also caught payara and Silver Croaker in South American waters which qualified as all-tackle world records.


It is improbable that readers would not learn something from Larry’s knowledge and experience with peacock bass. There are no journalists more qualified or knowledgeable about such waters. In fact, only a couple of anglers in the world have fished as many areas and caught as many giant peacock bass as Larry. Those who study these pages will expand their knowledge of the addiction that is called “peacock bass fishing.”


The author/angler intensely studies all aspects of a fishing topic before writing about it. His works detail the proven fish locating and catching techniques. Larsen has worked with several tackle companies on lure development, drawing on his many years of fishing experience and an engineering background. He has fished bass extensively for more than 38 years, and for peacock bass more than 10 years.


The Lakeland, Florida outdoor writer/photographer has now authored 19 award-winning books on bass fishing and contributed chapters to another eight. They include the BASS SERIES LIBRARY, the GUIDE TO FLORIDA BASS WATERS SERIES, “LARSEN ON BASS TACTICS”, and others. They also include the other two books in the PEACOCK BASS SERIES, “Peacock Bass Explosions” and “Peacock Bass & Other Fierce Exotics”. They are available from the author (see Resource Directory in back of this book). He has also authored books on saltwater fishing opportunities in Florida and the Caribbean.


Larsen is also President of Larsen’s Outdoor Publishing (LOP), publishing a variety of outdoor titles, and a member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA), the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association (SEOPA), and the Florida Outdoor Writers Association (FOWA). Complete information on the author’s other books and the LOP line of outdoor books can be found in the Resource Directory at the back of this book.





INTRODUCTION - PEACOCK BASS ADDICTION



12-step program for conventional anglers, the foot-long-plug tossers and even the fly guys!


“Peacock Bass euphoria is when your adrenalin and your mind are working overtime attempting to compensate for your physical strength and endurance which are shot.”--Larry Larsen, 1999


My arms were shaking so hard I had to lay my rod down. My chest was heaving as I grasped at short breaths. Sweat poured from my brow and every other part of my body, and I felt faint from the jubilation. I had just become addicted. The 16-pounder lay at my feet with the small red and white Jerkin’ Sam securely affixed to its jaw. After a couple of hundred small to mid-size peacock bass, I had finally captured a “teener”. One that was truly a monster. A giant. A behemoth. Such monikers pale with the experience of controlling and capturing such a fish.


Glee turned to an uncontrollable laugh as I reached for a can of coke. My guide, a small Indian with dark eyes and few teeth, smiled. He knew the symptoms. He had guided gringos to the euphoric state before.


I had to have more. I regained as much composure as I could and started tossing my bait again to the flooded forest with reckless abandon. My first cast back to the vicinity of my big fish strike tangled in a fallen tree. I popped it free, and the guide ducked as my lure slammed into the side of our aluminum boat. My second, adrenaline-induced effort was off target as well, wrapping around a tree limb about 20 feet above my newly found honey hole.


It was a sign, I felt, to just slow down. I had to keep the adrenalin in check if I was to assume my normally very accurate casting and effective fishing. I did slow down that afternoon, but fishing for giant peacock bass was in my blood, forever. It was flowing in my veins through my heart.


There were no more giants for me that week on Lake Guri, only countless numbers of fish 3 to 11 pounds. But this was only my second trip to South America to experience the hardest hitting, fiercest-fighting fish in the world. I had to have more. I could not live without it. I was addicted to this South American siren, and today, I realize there is little I can do about it.


I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it again. And again. And again. The peacock bass is a super aggressive fish with a downright belligerent personality. It is so powerful that it can destroy tackle and straighten hooks. The exciting fish will smash and tangle lures and even break them apart. If the lure’s trebles have not been torn loose from the plug, the peacock bass will then give you the battle of your life.


It is impossible to exaggerate the ferocity and impact of their surface strike and the incredible fight of this colorful gamefish. You have to anticipate their violent strikes. Watch their “V” wake accelerate behind your erratically-retrieved bait, as you anticipate a blasting strike. The peacock may knock the plug into the air and then “field” it as it falls back to the surface.


The fish almost always jumps the second it is hooked, and after a head-shaking leap or three will make an unbelievable run. I have witnessed the total destruction of numerous well-constructed bass lures more times than I wish, and all of that carnage supported their unequaled reputation and fed my addiction.


The fact that they school with other fish of similar size leads to their being easily triggered into a feeding frenzy. Their competitive spirit is higher than any other fish that I know of. A partner who is quick and accurate can pitch a lure to the same area of a hooked fish or where a strike occurred and elicit the same results, an instant hookup.


Jim Chapralis, Editor of The PanAngler newsletter, calls us “obsessed”, willing to fish dangerous areas and endure numerous hardships for a shot at a giant peacock bass. I contend that is not an obsession but an addiction.


In fact, Chapralis calls the growing number of dedicated fishermen who fish South America’s jungles for peacock bass “a developing cult”. For many, he says, it’s “a way of life.” I can’t argue that, but it is more. It is not simply dedication; it’s addiction.


It is an uncontrollable craving which develops into a psychological dependence for catching giant peacock bass. The angler acquires greater tolerance for the fish and therefore requires more and more trips in search of peacock action. Should this supply ever be cut off, the angler will suffer extreme “withdrawal” symptoms which are psychologically grueling.




[image: image] Two Dozen Checks To Verify Addiction


1. Knows that 4/0 4X hooks are much stronger than 4/0 3X hooks.


2. Is awake at 5 a.m. and asleep at 9 p.m.


3. Is willing to travel all night long arriving “brain dead” at the destination waters.


4. Has cut up thumbs, finger blisters and torn gloves.


5. Carries three or four extra rods and reels in the event the primary three break.


6. Has a tackle box full of lures, all over 6 inches in length.


7. Has frequent flyer accounts on airlines with names like Varig, LAB, Aeropostal, Vasp, Aeroperu and Transbrazil.


8. Has available bulk spools of 60 to 100 pound test braid.


9. Possesses worn-out copies of the two books, “Peacock Bass Explosions” and “Peacock Bass & Other Fierce Exotics”.


10. Wears “Peacock Bass Explosions” T-shirt with color renditions of 7 species and subspecies . . . to bed.


11. Has a replica of the angler’s largest peacock bass in his living room.


12. Carries a pair of split ring pliers.


13. Is accustomed to fishing in lightweight long pants and long sleeve shirts, and long bill, wide-brim hat or cap.


14. Aging painfully but happily due to battles with big fish.


15. Frequently has tickets with travel routed through Miami.


16. Has healthy supply of anti-diarrhea pills.


17. Has more photos of 20 plus pound peacock bass in the wallet than of children and grandchildren.


18. Values a hook sharpener more in the travel bag than a toothbrush.


19. Sells bass boat and doesn’t fish frequently for black bass like he did before.


20. Packs a rod tube for a 7 to 9 day “business” trip.


21. Buys home-study Portuguese language tapes to learn how to say “Let’s go fishing.”


22. Flies with three other 230-plus pound strangers in four-person, single engine float plane with doubtful maintenance schedule to land in unknown river channels.


23. Flies with three other 230-plus pound strangers in four-person, single engine wheel aircraft with doubtful maintenance schedule to land on machete-carved, one-lane dirt strip in the rainforest.


24. Visits places where the nearest phone is 300 miles away





The 12 Step Program


Finding a living peacock bass addict who no longer chases his quarry is almost impossible. Therefore, help from a “recovered” individual in controlling an addict is hard to find. Peacock bass addicts passing along their stories is what gets newcomers in similar straits. Intervention through friends or relatives may help, but certainly only the individual can determine whether or not he or she is addicted and whether they can “recover.”
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Even monster peacock bass school with other fish of similar size. While Larry’s guide admires this 20-pounder just landed, the addict’s lure is again “wet” in hopes of enticing another giant.


My suggested program of “recovery” follows as the 12 Step Program. Here it is:


1. Admit you are powerless over peacock bass fishing video, audio, and print media information. Just be informed by thoroughly reading all three of the existing Peacock Bass Library of books: “Peacock Bass Explosions”, “Peacock Bass & Other Fierce Exotics”, and this one, “Peacock Bass Addiction”.


2. Have confidence that a series of bad-weather trips can help restore your sanity. The water level and fishery production cannot be optimal in all cases. Agents that don’t call off high water trips can provide some relief from your addiction.


3. Make out your will and leave all tackle to charity. Not knowing the optimal use of such gear, the charity’s chances of becoming addicted are minimal.


4. Take an inventory of your oversized peacock bass tackle. Determine a reorder schedule for receiving an amply supply of the giant baits two months before your next trip.


5. Admit to all, including yourself, the exact nature of your addiction. Show them copies of your peacock bass books and your photo album.


6. Be ready to lose lures, rods and reels, and baggage. Plan on taking extra tackle including line, and don’t pack a suitcase with anything you can’t live without.


7. Humbly, go fishing for largemouth bass, snook, and even panfish. Limit half your tackle to the less-addictive species that lie closer to your home.


8. Make a list of all domestic chores we have skipped out on and make amends to those affected by such decisions. Why not take them peacock bass fishing to that “hot”, can’t miss location?


9. When we have harmed others by our addiction, admit promptly the wrongdoing. Invite along only fishing partners who truly can afford the trips and afford joining you in your addiction.


10. Seek out further knowledge of peacock bass fishing opportunities and have the power to overlook some. Select only those uniquely situated to provide great numbers of the quarry in all size year-classes from fingerlings to giants.


11. Practice total catch-and-release for thoughtful conservation of the species, and exercise minimal fishing pressures on the delicate resources. Handle trophy fish minimally to avoid their being overstressed.


12. As a result of these steps, carry this message to others and continue to practice the principles. Also, invest wisely in mutual funds.


New addicts that are not willing to or are unable to follow the 12 Step Program in its entirety should not worry. This addiction is progressive, however, and cannot be cured in the ordinary sense of the term. It can be arrested by total abstinence from peacock bass fishing, but the “hooked” angler will more likely need books, videos, magazines and a support group. The addict will likely need bandages, pain killer, gloves, belt, elastic bandage, sport cream, etc., as he or she continues to chase the “dream of this ecstasy”.


Yes, this addiction can lead to a variety of injuries, and I have had them all. I recently sprained (or jammed) my thumb on a tremendous strike from a giant peacock bass. The last time that I had a sprained thumb was while playing basketball in high school over 35 years ago! Following the 12 Steps may help eliminate some of the uncomfortable symptoms of the addictions.


What This Addiction Is All About


The root of the problem is that the peacock is not really a “bass” at all. The peacock and the black bass, similar in stature and sporting qualities, are genetically far apart. The peacock, which has attained documented weights of 27 pounds, is called bass because it strongly resembles a largemouth in general size and shape. However, it is actually the largest American member of the cichlid family of fishes which also includes the guapote, oscar, and tilapia, among many others.


The cichlid family, with 1,400 species in the world and 250 to 300 in South America, is to tropical waters what the sunfish family, which includes the black basses, is to temperate freshwaters of North America. The IGFA and National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame do recognize the fish under the common name of peacock bass, but the bucket-mouth peacock is more commonly called “pavon” in most Spanish-speaking countries and “tucunare” in Brazil, Peru and Hawaii.


Once you see the fish, you’ll understand why it is called a peacock bass by most North Americans. The peacock bass derivesits name from the large conspicuous, ocellated (ringed in gold)black mark on its tail, which resembles the vivid “eye” on the beautiful plume of a peacock’s tail. Hence the name, “peacock bass.” The distinctive gold-embroidered circular black halo spot on all peacock bass tails reminds some more of the savage eye of a jungle cat.


The prominent “false eye” on the tail is actually a deceptive target for predators. Most all fish have a black eye on their heads, and some have evolved physically one or two ways to “misguide” an attack to the eye area from predators. One common evolution is the eye spot near the rear of the fish.


Another is vivid and irregular color patterns on the head and body that obscure the eye and detract from its prominence.


The Tempting Thugs


While peacock bass are similar to largemouth in many ways, they are tougher, meaner and bigger. Their strength seems impossible for a fish even twice their size. Peacock bass seldom find a menu item they don’t like and after dark, they sleep a full night. As a result, they feed voraciously, but only during daylight hours.


Peacock bass are “demons” that are not affected by the moon; I have had tremendous fishing days on full moons and then equally great days two weeks later on a quarter moon.


The peacock bass being something of a thug is a real challenge. Many fish roam in schools, but the peacock bass is known for roaming in gangs. A hooked fish triggers the others in the school to search and destroy prey of their own. Leaving a hooked fish in the water until a second one nearby is hooked may prolong the excitement.


Their ferocious reputation for violent blasts of lures inspired my first book on the species. These addictive strikes may occur the instant the lure lands or they may occur the instant the lure is lifted from the water at boatside. At times, two or more peacocks may go after the same lure or even two casts to the same general area.
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