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For Griffin, Summer, Mary K, and all the other monsters I’ve met along the way
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CHAPTER ONE

FRANNY’S HOUSE

The Stein family lived in the pretty pink house with lovely purple shutters down at the end of Daffodil Street. Everything about the house was bright and cheery. Everything, that is, except the upstairs bedroom with the tiny round window.
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Behind this window was Franny’s room, which was also her laboratory.

Even for a mad scientist, Franny’s lab was unusual. Her experiments and inventions were far beyond those of your average, everyday mad scientist.
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In fact Franny’s work was so complicated that she found she could not do it alone. She had a lab assistant named Igor.
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Well, he wasn’t a pure lab. He was also part poodle, part Chihuahua, part beagle, part spaniel, part shepherd, and possibly part some kind of weasly thing that probably wasn’t even a dog.
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Franny had been through a lot with Igor, and he had learned a great deal about mad science working with Franny in her laboratory.

But Igor was still awfully young and Franny was still nervous about letting him work on any of the more dangerous projects.



CHAPTER TWO

FRANNY LOSES FACE

Franny remembered the time that she was working on a device that would make bite-size jelly doughnuts with the press of a button, but Igor got the dimensions wrong and she wound up filling the entire school with jelly.
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Then there was that time Franny was trying to create a beautiful new kind of striped flower by adding the DNA from a tiger to an ordinary houseplant. But Igor read the plans wrong and the two of them were nearly eaten by a bouquet.
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And she could never forget when she invented the Automatic Face Scrubber. Igor changed one of the settings and it pulled Franny’s face right off.
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