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Introduction



My desire is to speak faith into the lives of others, encouraging them when they are discouraged, calling forth the seeds of greatness God planted within, assuring them that their best days are ahead. This book is filled with hopeful messages intended to do just that. My prayer is to inspire you and to expand your vision so you might find the courage to overcome any obstacles and accomplish your dreams. God has great things in store for you. A new season is coming. I hope my words ignite your faith and increase God’s favor in your life.


Psalm 84:11 says no good thing will God withhold to those who walk uprightly. When you have a heart to please God and when you live a life of excellence and integrity—being your best each day, living with purpose and passion and a desire to help others—God’s promise is that He will not withhold what you need to become you or what He has created you to be.


God will not withhold wisdom, creativity, good breaks, the right connections, strength, joy, or victory.


You may have been through challenging times. The economic downturn has affected people of all ages and incomes. Millions have lost their jobs. Millions more have seen their savings depleted. Many have lost their homes. Relationships have been strained. We’ve all been tested.


History has shown that economic depressions and recessions surely do cause suffering, but they also serve as catalysts for inspiration, creativity, and new levels of achievement that ultimately make for better lives and a better world. Many of the world’s strongest corporations and family businesses were forged in times such as these. Some doors have closed, but others will open.


To give you strength and to fortify your faith, I’ve put this book together in five parts. Each is designed to build on the other. The goal is not simply to inspire and motivate you, but also to help you see that God’s plan is at work in your life. He walks with you. You may not perceive a way out right now, but He does. You may not feel that you have all that it will take to emerge stronger, but He does. With God in your heart, you will persevere and prevail.


The book begins with a section entitled “It’s Time to Believe,” because tough times require strong faith, because this too will pass, because big problems precede bigger things to come, because every disappointment gives us fresh opportunities, and because each season of scarcity gives way to new seasons of increase.


It’s time to reaffirm your belief that you are one of our Father’s children. You are made in His image and He loves you.


“It’s Time for Favor” is the section about faith fortification. Here you can bulk up with encouragement to pray bold prayers, to seek thriving over surviving, to choose faith over fear, to expect favor in your future, and to speak faith-filled words.


In “It’s Time for Restoration,” I offer you the tools of forgiveness and renewal. These tools include God’s ability to turn back time, your power to come back from setbacks and to bounce back from disappointments. Restoration comes too from living a resurrected life and from holding on to your promise of a better day.


“It’s Time to Trust” builds your resolve by reminding you of those things you can trust: that all things work together for good, that God remembers you, that you can gain strength through adversity, and that there will come an anointing of ease.


Finally, I’ve concluded the book with “It’s Time to Stretch.” We stretch to grow. We stretch to build strength. We stretch to reach beyond previous levels of accomplishment and fulfillment. The final chapters will motivate you to step into your divine destiny, to stay open for something new, to find your place of blessing, and to believe for a supernatural year.


As you read these chapters, keep your heart pure, strive for excellence, and prepare yourself, because it’s your time for God’s goodness, favor, and restoration. It’s your time to walk in the fullness of His blessing.


—Joel Osteen





PART ONE
It’s Time to Believe






CHAPTER 1
You’re Closer Than You Think!



While on vacation in Colorado, I woke up early for a hike. The three-mile trail ran to the peak of Beaver Creek Mountain. At the base a sign said it should take about three hours to reach the top.


Looking up to my destination, I was intimidated. The trail was extremely steep. The altitude at the base was 8,000 feet above sea level. The peak stood at more than 11,000 feet.


Just walking up the first set of stairs, I began breathing heavier than normal. I had to remind myself to take it easy. At home in Houston, I run several miles a few times a week and play a lot of basketball. But the elevation there is only fifty feet above sea level. The thinner air in the Colorado mountains had me doubting whether I could make it to the top.


I started out with just my cell phone and a bottle of water. Determined, I set a pretty good pace. The first fifteen minutes seemed fairly easy. The next fifteen minutes were increasingly difficult. I felt as though I were carrying an extra load. I had to stop every so often to catch my breath.


About forty-five minutes into my hike, the trail got extremely steep—almost like I was climbing straight up. My pathway snaked skyward through thick stands of aspen and ponderosa pine. The view was both beautiful and daunting. Despite the fact I am in shape from running and playing basketball, my legs were burning and my chest was pounding.


As I climbed over a big ridge, I had to stop for air. Sweat was pouring off my body. I thought: If there’s another two hours like this, I don’t know if I can make it.


Up to that point, I had not seen anyone else on the path. Suddenly an older gentleman heading down the mountain came around a curve. He wore a T-shirt, shorts, and hiking shoes and carried a walking stick. He seemed cool and calm. And he read me pretty well.


As we passed, he said something that changed my whole perspective. He smiled kindly and said in a calm voice: “You are closer than you think.”


Hearing those words, I felt rejuvenated, as if he’d breathed new life into my lungs. Energy surged through my body. My legs grew stronger. I caught a second wind. From that point forward, with every stride, I repeated those words of encouragement: “I will make it. I’m closer than I think.”


Though the climb was difficult, though my muscles and lungs were burning, I kept saying, “I’m almost to the top. I know I can make it.” And sure enough, just ten minutes later, I clambered over these big boulders and beheld a beautiful sight: the summit.


According to the sign at the base, it was supposed to be a three-hour hike. But I’d made it in just under an hour! I was much closer than I’d thought when I passed that gentleman on the trail. Yet, without his encouraging words, I might have turned around. I might have talked myself out of continuing because I thought I had two more hours to go.


Until I met the older hiker, my perspective was limited and so was my thinking. I knew only what I’d read on the sign. He knew I was just ten minutes from my goal, and when he told me I was closer, he gave me a fresh perspective. He knew more about the trail ahead of me, just as God knows more about what lies ahead for you.


I don’t know where you are headed, what your dreams are, or how many obstacles you have to overcome. But I encourage you to let these words reach deep down into your spirit. Receive them by faith.


You are closer than you think.


A global recession has forced many to postpone their dreams and cancel their plans. You may have lost your job. You may have lost your savings, maybe even your home. It could be that you have health concerns or relationship problems. Maybe you are frustrated because it’s taking so long to get where you want to be in your life. Yet now is not the time to talk yourself out of your goals and dreams. Now is not the time to get discouraged. You may think, as I did climbing that trail, that you’re not even halfway there. You may feel you have so far to go. But the truth is, you don’t know. Your dream may just be up around the corner. You may think it will take another two years. But if you stay in faith, who knows? It may just be two more months. You are closer than you think. I believe it’s your time.


Amber Corson was a stay-at-home mom with three young children. When her husband was laid off from his Florida construction job as the economy soured, Amber had to take a night-shift job to help support the family.


She’d been working that late shift for four weeks. One night she was driving home, tired, scared, missing her kids, and worried about their future. Amber felt like God had bigger plans for her family than to struggle. She prayed on that drive home. “God, please tell me what I can do to get my family through this.”


She said His response came to her “like a breath.”


“I gave you a gift. Go plant gardens. Do your heart’s work.”


Amber had a degree in horticulture that she’d never used. She was so talented she’d been certified as a master gardener. She had a natural talent for making things grow. That night, she told her husband what God had put in her heart. She prayed on it. In the next few weeks, she said, things “just fell into place like it had been planned for me all along.”


She called her landscaping business Eden Paradise Gardens. It grew quickly and flourished beyond anything she had dreamed. It was her time!


God wants to breathe new life into your dreams. He wants to breathe new hope into your heart. You may be about to give up on a marriage, on a troubled child, on a lifelong goal. But God wants you to hold on. He says that if you’ll get your second wind, if you’ll put on a new attitude and press forward like you’re headed down the final stretch, you’ll see Him begin to do amazing things.


Tune out the negative messages. Quit telling yourself: I’m never landing back on my feet financially. I’m never breaking this addiction. I’m never landing a better job.


Instead, your declarations should be: I am closer than I think. I can raise this child. I can overcome this sickness. I can make this business work. I know I can find a new job.


Psalm 30:5 says that weeping may endure for a night, but I know joy is coming in the morning. You must get up each day knowing this could be the day you get the break you need. This could be the day you see your health turn around. This could be the day your child comes back home. This could be the day you meet the man or woman of your dreams.


Zechariah 9:12 says that we should be prisoners of hope. It’s easy to give up. It’s easy to get discouraged. But God wants us to be so full of hope, so full of expectancy, that we just can’t help believing for the best.


When you’re a prisoner of something, it’s like you’re chained to it. You can’t get away from it. I know people who are prisoners of fear, prisoners of worry, prisoners of doubt. You’ve heard them. “Nothing good ever happens to me.” “It’s never changing, Joel. It’s just been too long.”


They are chained to despair and discouragement. Break those chains. Become a prisoner of hope. No matter how long it takes, no matter how impossible it looks, your attitude should be: “I just can’t help it. I know it will work out. I know I will overcome. It may be taking a long time, but I know this too shall pass. It may be difficult, but I know that means I’m close to my victory.”


Today is the day!


Down in the Florida Keys, there was a treasure hunter whose motto was “Today’s the day.” Every day for sixteen years, Mel Fisher sent his divers out with those encouraging words to find a Spanish ship that sank off the Keys in 1622. He often had to pay his men in promises while dodging bill collectors. He and his family lived on a leaky houseboat for years. One of his sons and a daughter-in-law were lost at sea as they searched for the treasure.


Still, Fisher never gave up. He refused to abandon his dream or to give in to critics and doubters. He held on by declaring that each day would be the day. Then, in 1985, Mel’s divers found the “mother lode” of gold and silver and jewelry from the wreckage of the Spanish galleon. Nearly thirty years later, divers were still bringing up treasure from that site.


Is today the day for you to accomplish your goal, to land your dream job, to find love, to restore your health? You are closer than you think to a better life, a richer relationship, a healthier body.


Rewards await you if you stay steadfast in your faith.


Don’t let doubters ruin your optimistic spirit. If somebody says to you, “What is it with you? What makes you think everything will work out? Do you really believe you will always succeed?”


Just tell the doubters: “I don’t think it will happen. I know it will happen! I’m a prisoner of hope. I can’t get away from it. I just can’t make myself get negative. I just can’t make myself complain. Hope feeds my faith and lifts my spirits.”


The doubters may say, “Well, I don’t know why. I saw the medical report. It doesn’t look good for you.”


“Yes, but I have another report,” you can tell them. “It says God is restoring health back unto me.”


“Well, I saw your child. I don’t think he’ll ever do what’s right.”


“Really? I have another report. It says as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”


You may not see any of this in the natural. It may not look like it will come to pass. But that’s okay. The Scripture says, “We walk by faith and not by sight.” That means we don’t have to see it to believe it. It’s just the opposite. If we believe it, then we see it.


Take your dreams and the promises God has put in your heart and every day declare that they will come to pass. Just say something like, “Father, I want to thank You that my payday is coming. You said no good thing will You withhold, because I walk uprightly. And I believe even right now You are arranging things in my favor.”


Are you a prisoner of fear? Worry? Self-pity? Negativity?


Break those chains and become a prisoner of hope. Expect God’s favor. Believe that He is working in your life, even right now.


God has put dreams and desires in your heart.


We all have goals we want to accomplish and situations we believe we will turn around. But often when it’s taking a long time and things are not working out, it’s easy to lose our enthusiasm. That’s when the negative thoughts come, saying:


It never will change.


You never will get well.


You never will climb out of debt.


That child never will straighten up.


If you listen to those negative thoughts, you will likely become discouraged and give up on your dreams. Many times we miss out on God’s best because we give up too soon. We don’t realize how close we are to victory.


Hold on to your faith. Another few days of believing, another few weeks of doing the right thing, or another few months of staying in faith and you will see that promise come to pass.


Right now, you are so close to seeing that situation turn around. That answer you’ve been praying about is just right around the corner. You can’t afford to get discouraged. You can’t afford to give up now.


That’s what the scripture says in Hebrews 10:35. It tells us not to cast away our confidence, for it will be richly rewarded. That’s saying if we will stay in faith, if we will keep believing, keep hoping, keep doing the right thing, God promises there will be a reward.


One translation says, in effect, “Don’t get discouraged. Payday is coming.”


When you’re tempted to get down and things are not going your way, you need to keep telling yourself, “This may be hard. It may be taking a long time. But I know God is a faithful God. And I will believe, knowing that my payday is on its way.”


Whenever life grows difficult and the pressure is turned up, that’s a sign that your time is near. When lies bombard your mind, when you are most tempted to get discouraged, and when you feel like throwing in the towel—that’s not the time to give up. That’s not the time to back down. That’s the time to dig in your heels. Put on a new attitude. You are closer than you think.


You may have had a lot of things come against you. I know sometimes it seems like the more you pray, the worse it gets. You do the right thing but get the wrong results. Maybe you’re treating somebody kindly and respectfully, but they’re being unkind and discourteous to you. The easy thing would be to say, “Forget it. I don’t have to put up with this.” “This marriage never will work.” “I’ll never be able to raise this child.” “I don’t like this job.”


Instead of getting discouraged, instead of going around all sour, you need to have the attitude to say, “I’ve come too far to stop now. I’ve been through too much to back down. I realize the pressure has been turned up because I’m about to give birth to my dreams!”


A couple I know told me their son was on the wrong path, running with the wrong crowd. He had addictions he needed to overcome. They were doing everything they could to help him. They found him a new place to live away from his drug-using friends. They found a support group for him. They were praying more than ever. But they said, “Joel, it seems like the more we pray, the more we try, the more we believe, the worse he gets.”


They were so concerned. But I told them what I’m telling you. The reason the pressure has been turned up is because you’re close to your victory. The enemy would not be fighting so hard if he didn’t know he was about to lose his grip on this child.


If you will keep believing, keep hoping, keep doing the right thing, and if you stay strong for that final push, you will see the situation turn around. You’ll see that promise come to pass.


It’s just like a woman having a baby. The first month or two is not that difficult. No big deal. The mother-to-be looks and feels much the same. But then in a few months she gains the baby’s weight. She carries around the extra pounds. Her feet may swell up. Her back may hurt. She may have some nausea, some morning sickness.


By the eighth or the ninth month, husbands, you know you’d better give that woman some space. Don’t mess with Momma. Don’t backtalk her. Just do what she says and nobody will get hurt. She gets more and more uncomfortable. But then when her water breaks and she goes into labor, all those other challenges seem insignificant compared to the difficulty of giving birth.


When Victoria was in labor with our first child, our son Jonathan, she was holding on to my arm so tight. When she had a contraction, she squeezed my arm. Victoria would scream, and then I would scream.


I wanted to mention to her that she was hurting me, but I feared for my life!


Truth be told, if a woman in labor had a choice, she’d probably say, “I don’t want to do this anymore. It’s too difficult. I can’t stand it.”


But she doesn’t have a choice. The doctor, the nurse, the husband keep saying, “Push! Push! Push!” Before long, she pushes that baby out. And in a few minutes she forgets all about the pain because she’s holding the promise. She’s holding that little child.


It’s the same principle in dealing with daily life. The greatest difficulty always comes right before the birth of a dream. Before you see a new level of God’s favor, don’t be surprised if things come against you to try to discourage you. People may try to talk you out of your dreams, to convince you to just settle where you are.


You may not realize that you are “in labor” right now. You are about to give birth to what God has put in your heart. That’s why it’s such a struggle. You’re in that final push. Maybe at work you’re doing the right thing, going the extra mile, but you were passed over for a promotion. It wasn’t fair. What was that disappointment? A labor pain. So just push through it.


Maybe you wanted to create that new business, but your partner backed out. The financing didn’t come through. What was that disappointment? Another labor pain. If you’ll keep pushing, keep believing, keep hoping, before long—like that woman in labor—you will push that promise out.


You may feel as though you’ve never had such a struggle in your finances, your health, or your relationships. You could say, “Joel, this is the greatest attack that I’ve ever faced.”


Instead of getting down and thinking, Poor old me, learn to turn it around and say, “Yes, this is the greatest attack that I’ve ever been through, but I know it means that I’m headed for the greatest victory that I’ve ever seen.” Remember, it’s always darkest right before the dawn.


You’re about to give birth to that promise.


I read about an experiment that attempted to measure the power of attitude in rats. The researchers wanted to see how the rats’ attitudes affected their will to live. They put one rat in a large tub of water with high sides so it could not get out. Then they put the tub in a dark room. They timed how long the rat would keep swimming before it gave up. The rat lasted a little over three minutes.


Then the researchers put another rat in the same tub, but this time they allowed a bright ray of light to shine into the room. That rat swam more than thirty-six hours, seven hundred times longer than the rat with no light.


Why was that? The rat with no light had no hope. When he looked ahead he saw only darkness. There wasn’t any reason to keep swimming. That’s what happens when we don’t expect God’s favor. We lose faith that we can overcome our obstacles. We don’t believe that God is in control, so we lose our passion, we lose our enthusiasm.


That’s why it’s so important—especially in times of difficulty—to keep reminding yourself: “The Creator of the universe is directing my steps. He has me in the palm of His hands. And even though this is difficult, I know it’s just a matter of time before it turns around. I know my payday is coming.”


You may be about to give up on a dream. You think it’s been too long. It never will change. It will never work out. But you must get your fire back. Fan that flame. Keep that dream alive. Even though it’s taking a long time, the good news is, God still has a way to bring it to pass.


Victoria once lost a ring her mother had given her. It was a diamond band that had been in the family for several generations. Although it was valuable, it held even more sentimental value to us. Sometimes when we’d go on trips Victoria hid the ring in our house. We thought maybe she’d hidden it and forgotten the hiding place. So we looked and looked and looked in every drawer, in every cabinet. I looked behind couches and between cushions. I found things that I hadn’t seen in ten years. But never Victoria’s ring.


After a couple of months of looking on and off, I finally gave up. That ring was nowhere to be found. But every few days I heard Victoria pray: “Father, thank you that I will find my ring. Thank you, for You are leading me and guiding me.”


I didn’t say anything out loud, but inside, being the great man of faith that I am, I thought, Victoria, you are wasting your time. We have turned this house upside down. That ring is just not here.


It’s funny, but when my mother-in-law noticed that Victoria was not wearing the ring and asked her about it, Victoria said, “Oh, Mom. I’ve put it away in a really safe place.”


I thought, Yeah, so safe that we can’t even find it.


As the months went by, I probably heard Victoria say she would find that ring five hundred times. I never once heard her give up and say, “It’s gone. I’ve lost it. What will I do?”


She had an optimistic attitude, “I’m closer than I think. I know any day that ring will show up.”


Three years later we were driving home from Victoria, Texas, two hours south of Houston. We had just ministered for my brother-in-law Jim and my sister Tamara. Driving on the freeway, 11:00 at night, Victoria said, “Joel, you’d better slow down. You will get a ticket.”


“I won’t get a ticket,” I said. “We’re only going 70. The speed limit is 65.”


“No, the speed limit is 60 at night,” Victoria said.


“No, it’s 65.”


“Joel, I’m telling you, you need to slow down.”


I laughed. “Victoria, I have the favor of God.”


God has such a sense of humor. Just about that time, I looked in my rearview mirror and saw the flashing lights. Then I looked at Victoria and said, “You made me get this ticket.”


The officer was a real nice, polite young man. He said, “I need to see your driver’s license.” I gave it to him.


“Are you the minister?” he asked.


“I am.”


“Did you speak at Faith Family Church tonight?”


“I did. In fact, that’s my sister’s church.”


“I know,” the officer said. “My father was there. He’s the head usher.”


“Oh, man. That’s great. He was so nice to me.”


The officer laughed, but he still asked for my insurance card.


And so Victoria dug deeper and deeper in the glove compartment. It was dark and we were a little uptight about being pulled over. She found every card except the right one.


Finally, with the officer waiting, Victoria took all the contents out of the glove compartment in search of the insurance card. She reached way back inside as far as she could. There, deep down in the darkness, she felt something with a hard, sharp edge. She dug a little deeper, grabbed it, and pulled it out.


Lo and behold, it was her missing ring. She was so excited. She forgot all about looking for the insurance card!


I thought: Girl, you’re rejoicing, and I’m about to go to jail.


“Victoria, that’s great. But we still have to find the insurance card,” I reminded her.


She finally dug out that, too, and gave it to the officer.


“Joel, I’ll let you go,” he said. “But first, I have one request. When I come visit your church, will you save me a seat?”


“Officer,” I told him, “I’ll save you a whole section.”


I drove off that night thinking: God, You are so good. I didn’t get a ticket and Victoria found her ring


God works in mysterious ways. I thought later that He caused Victoria to find her ring at my expense. But the truth is, Victoria stayed in faith. She had that attitude, “I’m closer than I think.”


A young couple from our church told me about the challenges they had while trying to sell their house. They had only a few prospects in the first few weeks. They weren’t having much luck.


The market was tough. Realtors told them it may take six months, a year, maybe even two years to sell. But this couple had an attitude of faith. They were prisoners of hope. And even though it didn’t look good, they kept reminding themselves, “We are closer than we think. It could happen any day.”


This one couple came back to look at the house a second time. They wanted to spend a couple of hours really studying it to see if it was right for their family. The owners were okay with that. But they debated whether they should take down their personal pictures of themselves and their children, just so they could remain more private. After they thought about it, they felt good about leaving those pictures where they were.


The potential buyers came to look at the house, and the owners left so they could take their time. A few hours later, they received a call from the real estate agent saying the couple definitely wanted to purchase the house. The buyers told my friends that they’d been torn between their house and another one. But during that last visit, they’d seen something that convinced them to buy my friends’ house.


“We saw a picture of you and your pastor, and we thought: ‘These people love God. They go to Lakewood. This must be the house for us!’”


My friend told me: “Joel, you helped me sell my house.”


I told him that was great: “Now let’s talk about my commission.”


Know that God has all kinds of ways to bring your dreams to pass.


He can cause a simple photograph to be in the right place at the right time to help you. He can cause a police officer to pull you over in the middle of the night and help you find something you’ve been looking for.


God is in complete control. So be a prisoner of hope. Get up each day expecting His favor.


When negative thoughts come and your burden seems so heavy you feel discouraged, just keep telling yourself: “I’m closer than I think. Right now the Creator of the universe is lining up things in my favor: the right people, the right breaks, the right opportunities.”


Maybe you have been through tough times. Resolve to move forward. Don’t stay there. Put on a new attitude. Disappointments come and go, but God’s favor is for a lifetime.


A friend told me a story about an executive who had an interesting print hanging in his office. It depicted a large rowboat stranded on a beach. Two oars rested gently in the sand, with the ocean at low tide twenty or thirty feet behind it. The boat looked too heavy to drag, too big to move. It was just stuck there in the sand.


The picture wasn’t a thing of beauty. It wasn’t inspiring. In fact, it was depressing. Here was this boat created for the water, a very nice boat made to dance on top of the ocean waves, stuck in the sand.


But at the very bottom of the picture was a small caption that gave meaning to the otherwise unremarkable picture. It read: “The tide always comes back.”


With that simple caption, the print took on new meaning: When the tide returned, that stranded boat once again would find its purpose. It would return to the place it was meant to be.


My friend told me that the executive once had gone through a great disappointment. He didn’t think he would ever be happy again. Then he saw the painting at a small antique store and bought it for just a few dollars. Every time he looked at it, he said to himself: “The tide is coming back.”


That print spoke faith into his heart. The caption gave him hope that things would change in his favor.


You may find yourself in a similar situation. Stuck. Stranded. Robbed of your purpose. Things may not be going your way. You’ve lost your energy and enthusiasm.


Heed those words: “The tide is coming back.”


Hear my message: God is breathing new life into your dreams.


You will feel the wind of His spirit lift your sails once again. You are not meant to simply endure life. Barely getting by is not acceptable. You were meant to dance on top of the waves.


Tell yourself each and every day: “The tide is coming back. Today is the day! I am closer than I think!”


Remember that it is always darkest before the dawn. More challenges mean you’re closer to your victory. Don’t give up on your dream. Don’t give up your relationship because the waters get rough. Don’t give up on living a healthy life because illness brings you down. Times may grow tough, but remember there are rewards for staying in faith.


God promises your payday is on its way. If you’ll learn to be a prisoner of hope and get up every day expecting God’s favor, you’ll see God do amazing things. You’ll overcome every obstacle. You’ll defeat every enemy. And I believe and declare you’ll see every dream, every promise God has put in your heart, come to pass.





CHAPTER 2
It’s Your Time



For more than forty years, the church custodian known as Mister John offered his fix-it skills to help others in a small Florida town. He and his wife Laverne, the church secretary, were the town’s good Samaritans. They didn’t have much, but they were the people to call if your fence needed fixing, your car broke down, or your kids needed clothes for school.


Then suddenly the tables were turned. A few years after Mister John and Laverne retired from their church jobs, a fire broke out in their old wood-frame cottage. Half of their home was destroyed.


Before the couple could salvage what remained of their belongings, thieves broke in. They ripped out the copper plumbing and flooded what was left of the house, destroying everything in it.


There wasn’t enough insurance money to rebuild. Times were hard for everyone. The recession had left many in their town unemployed, struggling to get by. Mister John and Laverne did not want to add to anyone’s burden by asking for help.


What they didn’t realize was that it was their time. It was their time to reap the rewards of their faith, kindness, and unselfishness. After so many years of blessing others, it was their time to be blessed.


Mister John and Laverne didn’t have to ask for help. Friends and neighbors simply showed up one by one. They pitched in, offering money, food, furniture, clothing, a place to stay.


Then a local builder came forward. His business had slowed some, too, but he’d done well over the years building luxury homes. And he had never forgotten that twenty years earlier, as a teenage volunteer at his church, he’d been taught basic carpentry skills by the kindly Mister John.


“I’ve been waiting all my life to repay him,” the builder said.


And so he recruited an architect, roofers, plumbers, electricians, carpenters, and other tradespeople to build Mister John and Laverne a new home nearly twice the size of their old one. They donated their time and materials, and they raised money to pay what the insurance did not cover. When the grateful elderly couple moved into their beautiful new cottage, they called it “the house that love built.”


God has a way even when it looks like there is no way. God has put promises in every heart. You have dreams and desires, things you want to accomplish, situations you want to see changed. But so often you gave up on those dreams, because it took so long, or because you tried and failed, or because you went through a disappointment, or because somebody didn’t treat you right.


You may have become complacent. Maybe you are not pursuing what God has put in your heart. But I want to encourage you today to get your fire back. You have to stay filled with hope. It may be taking a long time, but God is a faithful God. He is saying that no matter how long it’s been, no matter how impossible it looks, if you’ll stay in faith, your time is coming.


It’s time to believe!


Every dream that’s in your heart, every promise that has taken root, God not only put there but has every intention of bringing to pass. I want you to have this attitude: My time is coming. I’ve been giving and giving. I haven’t seen a lot of results, but that’s okay. I know my time is coming.


Maybe you are living in a small apartment and all of your friends have nice homes. This attitude will serve you: I’m not discouraged. I know my time is coming.


Maybe you really want to get married but haven’t met the right person. Take this attitude: I know God’s in control. At the right time He will bring the right person. My time is coming.


This is what hope is all about—believing that the promise God put in you will come to pass. I love what King David says: “I have pitched my tent in the land of hope.”


Where have you pitched your tent? What are you expecting each day? What kind of attitude do you have?


“Well, Joel,” some might say, “I’ve been praying for my child for five years. I don’t think he ever will change.”


Or “Everybody on my job gets promoted except me.”


Or even “I tried to launch this business, but nobody would help me.”


In each of these responses, the tent has been pitched in the wrong place. You must believe for God’s blessings and favor. You must expect God to turn that around. You need to go dig up your stakes, pack up your belongings, and move out of the land of discouragement.


Move out of the “Not Going to Happen” subdivision.


Move out of “Can’t-Do-It-Ville.”


Leave “Self-Pity Estates.”


Get out of those dead-end neighborhoods and move into a land of hope, a land of faith, a land where you know anything is possible, a place where you know your time is coming.


Brenda Eheart created such a place, one that has benefited the lives of many people, young and old. But she would never have gotten the job done if she hadn’t relentlessly pursued her dream. This sociology professor has a passion for “unadoptable” children in foster care, kids who rarely know a loving, stable home. They often bounce from one foster home to another. Many have been abused or neglected.


Most “age out” of the system at eighteen. Often they wind up homeless, on drugs, committing crimes, or in prison. This problem has existed for decades. Professor Eheart wanted to do something about it.


She dreamed of a place where foster-care kids would be permanently adopted and cared for by loving parents. These parents would be supported by child therapists, psychologists, and seniors serving as “volunteer grandparents.”


This professor had no money and no influence. She was told it was too expensive, that the problem was too big.


She did not give up. One day, she learned that an old air force base near her home in Illinois was shutting down. This base had a nice neighborhood of town homes for air force officers and their families.


Professor Eheart knew nothing about politics. She had no clout. But she convinced the state to give her a million dollars. She bought an entire neighborhood on the old air base.


She called it Hope Meadows.


Since it opened in 1994, Hope Meadows has taken nearly one hundred children out of foster care and given them permanent, loving homes. Some have gone on to college and earned degrees. Others have become hardworking, churchgoing members of their communities.


Brenda Eheart and her nonprofit organization recently received a grant so she can create other Hope Meadows around the country. Her once-impossible dream continues to grow.


Sometimes you just need something spoken over your life. You need someone to jump-start your faith, to breathe new life into your dreams. You may have been through a thousand disappointments. In the natural, you may have every reason to give up on what God’s put in your heart. But I’m asking you to let this simple phrase take root: Your time is coming.


God is in control of your life. He knows exactly where you are. He knows even the hidden dreams He has put in you. The Scripture calls these the secret petitions of our heart. These are the dreams you have not shared with anyone. Maybe you thought they would never work out, or you buried them because they didn’t happen on your timetable.


But God still has a way to bring them to pass. Draw the line in the sand and say, “That’s it. I’m done being complacent. I’m done settling for mediocrity. I believe every dream, every promise, even the secret petitions of my heart will come to fulfillment.”


When you have that kind of attitude, all the forces of darkness cannot stop God from bringing your dreams to pass.


You may be discouraged. Negative thoughts may come, telling you: It never will happen. You never will marry. You never will be free of debt. You never will find happiness. This is as good as it gets.


You have to shake off those thoughts. Say: “Father, You said the path of the righteous gets brighter and brighter. You said no good thing will You withhold, because I walk uprightly. You said because I delight myself in You, You would give me the secret petitions of my heart. So, Father, I want to thank you that You are in control of my life, good things are in store, and I believe my time is coming.”


Stay in an attitude of faith, an attitude of expectancy.


You will go through unfair situations. We all do. When somebody does you wrong or you get some bad breaks, don’t make the mistake of constantly dwelling on the downside. Too many pitch their tents in the land of self-pity. Somebody mistreated them a year ago, five years ago, thirty years ago, and they allow it to poison their lives.


If somebody does you wrong, instead of getting negative and bitter, your attitude should be: They just did me a favor. They just qualified me for double. And I believe my time is coming. I will come out with twice the joy, twice the peace, twice the victory.


That’s an attitude of hope, an attitude that says: I will not be defeated. It may look impossible, but I know God can do the impossible. They may have treated me wrong. I’m not worried. I know God is my vindicator. It may be taking a long time, but in due season I know I will reap if I just don’t give up.


You may have been through a series of losses. Life may not seem fair. It’s easy to think: It never will be better. This just is my lot in life. If you are not careful, your negative thoughts will draw in more of the negative. It begins with one unfair situation, and then we perpetuate it by having and holding on to the wrong mind-sets. I’m asking you to break out of that rut. You may have been through unfair situations, but it’s not over until God says it’s over.


God always has the final say. He is a God of justice. God sees every wrong that’s ever been done to you. He sees every unfair situation. He says that if you will stay in faith, if you’ll keep your hopes up, He will make your wrongs right. He will bring justice into your life.


Your attitude should be: It may have been unfair. They may have done me wrong. But I refuse to get bitter. I know my time is coming.


There’s a lady in the Scriptures by the name of Naomi. Her name means “my joy.” So when anyone said, “Hello, Naomi,” they were saying, “Hello, my joy.” “Good morning, Naomi. Good morning, my joy.”


In Scripture, Naomi goes through a series of losses. Her husband dies. She becomes distraught. Then her sons are killed in battle. All these negative things hit her, then she makes the mistake of letting the bitterness get on the inside. She gets soured on life. Her attitude is: All my dreams have been shattered. Just leave me in my heartache and misery.


But that’s not God’s plan. Sure, it’s difficult when we go through a time of loss. There’s a proper time for grieving. But we can’t let a season of mourning turn into a lifetime of mourning. Naomi became so bitter she actually changed her name to Mara. Mara means “sorrow.”


She had lost her joy and hope, so she asked to be called by the new name. Every time someone called her Mara, they were simply reminding her of her heartache and pain, and that made her feel even more defeated.


Don’t let bad breaks change your meaning and purpose. You may have been through unfair situations. Maybe one of your dreams has died. Let me assure you God still has a great plan for your life. When one door closes, He will always open up another. You need to dig in your heels and say, “I may have been through a lot, but I’ve come too far to stop now. I refuse to get bitter. I refuse to live my life in the negative. I know God has great things in store.”


David said in Psalm 27:13: “What would have become of me had I not believed that I would see the Lord’s goodness...” No matter what comes your way, let this take root. You have to believe you will see God’s goodness again. You must believe you will see God turn it around. Believe you will see God open up new doors.


There’s something about a person filled with hope.


When you feel like dying, you should talk about living. When you feel like giving up, you should talk about pressing forward. When you don’t see any way out, you must talk about how God can make a way. And know this: The enemy always fights you the hardest when he knows God has something great in store.


When the bottom falls out and it looks like you hit an all-time low . . . when it just couldn’t get any worse . . . you don’t know what God has around the corner. That is not the time to get bitter. That’s not the time to get negative. That is the time to put your shoulders back and boldly declare: “My time is coming. I am a victor and not a victim.”


Someone told me the story of Thomas, who was alone on his boat when a big storm rose up. His boat capsized. He swam to shore and found himself alone on a deserted island. As the weeks passed, Thomas became so miserable, so distraught. He didn’t think he would ever be found. He prayed and prayed, but the heavens seemed silent. Just when he thought it couldn’t get any worse, his thatched-roof hut caught fire.


Thomas sat there weeping as his shelter went up in flames. It was like pouring salt on his wounds.


“God, I give up,” he said. “I ask You to help me, but one bad thing after another happens.”


He was so down, so discouraged.


Then, about an hour later, a Coast Guard rescue boat pulled up to the beach. Thomas could not believe it. He was thrilled.


“How in the world did you find me?” he asked.


“We saw the smoke coming from the signal fire you built,” they said.


Sometimes what looks like a disappointment is simply God getting us in position for a rescue! You may feel defeated because your hut is on fire today. But instead of getting negative and bitter, why don’t you take a different perspective? Believe that God will somehow, someway, turn the burning fires to your advantage.


Maybe you are like Naomi; you feel your life’s been put on hold. You’ve had so much go against you and so many things have not worked. Negative thoughts are telling you: It never will change. It never will be better. You never will be healthy. You never will be happy.


Don’t believe the “never” lies. God says, “Your time is coming.”


Maybe you were counting on people to give you breaks. You were good to them. You went out of your way to help them succeed. But when you needed help, they were nowhere to be found.


Understand, your destiny is not tied to them. Don’t be discouraged because somebody walked away. Don’t be bitter toward a boss, a business associate, a friend who was promoted and forgot all about you. You don’t need them to succeed. God already has the right people lined up to come into your life. He has your divine connections.


Just stay in faith, and God will get you to where you need to be.


In the Scripture God tells Simeon that he would not die until he saw the Christ. Simeon did not understand, but he let God’s promise take root deep down inside. He didn’t tell anybody about God’s message. It was just between him and God.


Some commentaries say Simeon waited nearly twenty years. I can imagine the older he grew, the more he was tempted to think: I must not have heard God right. It never will happen. It’s been five years, now ten years.


No, Simeon had to do just what I’m asking us to do. When those negative thoughts came, he had to shake them off and say, “No, my time is coming. The promise is in me. God put it in my heart. And I will not go to my grave until I see it fulfilled.”


He rose every morning hoping, believing, expecting. And God is faithful, for some twenty years later Simeon saw that promise come to pass.


God speaks to us all just as he did to Simeon. Deep down on the inside you have dreams that you know will come to pass before you leave this earth. It may be a promise that a child will return to the right path. Maybe your child has been off that path for five, ten, fifteen years.


Do what Simeon did. Just remind God: “You put this promise in me that as for me and my house we will serve the Lord. And I believe I will not go to my grave until I see my whole family serving you.”


Maybe God put a promise on you that day you were married. You’ve been through some disappointments, some broken relationships. You’re a little older. You’re tempted to think it will not happen. No, God has already picked out the right person. And you’re never too old.


Just recently I met a couple in their nineties. They’d just had their wedding and were on their honeymoon. Now, I know you don’t want to wait until your nineties to get married. I’m just giving you the worst-case scenario. Then again, I heard about this eighty-five-year-old woman who went on a blind date with a ninety-two-year-old man.


She came home very frustrated. Her daughter said, “Mom, what went wrong on your date?”


“I had to slap him three times,” she said.


“You mean he tried to get fresh?” the daughter asked.


“No. I thought he was dead.”


Maybe God’s put one of these promises in you instead: that one day you will write a book, be in management, open a successful business, or join the ministry. But now, like Simeon, you are doubtful that your dream will ever happen. Negative thoughts creep in: You’re getting too old. You don’t have the right connections. You’ve made too many mistakes.


Sometimes the more we believe, the more we pray, the less likely it looks. It’s easy to get complacent and to let the seed die stillborn. But I’m asking you to do what Simeon did.


No matter how long it’s been, no matter how tempted you are to get discouraged, get up every morning and just declare it by faith: “My time is coming. The promise is in me, and I will not die until I see it come to pass.”


You might say, “Well Joel, I’ve been giving. I’ve been tithing my income for ten years. I don’t see anything happening.”


My advice is to stay faithful. Your time is coming.


Maybe you’ve been working in the same job for twenty years, showing up early, giving it your best, but the promotion has never come.


Do not get bitter. Don’t get negative. You’re not working unto man. You’re working unto God. And if you’ll keep the right attitude, your time of promotion will come.


God is keeping the records. He sees every seed you’ve ever sown. What you sow you will reap.


If Simeon were standing before us today, he’d say, “Don’t give up on that promise. Your time is coming.”


You need to let Simeon’s story sink deep down on the inside. Some of you thought it was over. Some of you thought you made too many mistakes. You thought you were getting too old. But it’s never too late. God says “This is your season. Keep your faith stirred up.”


God put a promise in Moses that he would deliver the people of Israel, but Moses made a major mistake. He killed somebody and had to run for his life. Forty years went by. It looked like he was done. It seemed like it was over.


But God never aborts a dream. We may give up on it. We may delay it. But the seed God put in you never dies.


All it takes is for you to believe once again.


Forty years later, when Moses was eighty years old, God came back and said, “Moses, it’s your time now.”


You may have made mistakes. Maybe you’ve blown some good opportunities. Join the crowd. We all have our failures and defeats. The good news is that God never disqualifies us. God never writes us off.


You may say, “Joel, you don’t know what I’ve done wrong. You don’t know the life I’ve lived. You don’t know the people I’ve hurt.”


Maybe I don’t, but know this: Nothing you’ve done is beyond the mercy of God. If you get knocked down, all you have to do is get back up. Don’t stay down.


Your time may already be here.


You’ve sown unto so many others. You’ve been faithful day in and day out. You’ve done the right thing when the wrong thing was happening. God is saying: “It’s your time now.”


You may have had great things happen in the past, but you haven’t seen anything yet. Your best days are not behind you. They are still out in front of you.


For some of you, it will be a new season of increase, a new season of promotion, a new season of blessing. Or it may be a time of vindication, a time when God will make your wrongs right.


God will bring justice into your life. It may be a time of supernatural strength where you’ll break addictions, break bad habits, break wrong mind-sets. Maybe your buried dreams will come to pass. God will open up new opportunities. He will bring the right people across your path because you’ve been faithful. Because you’ve been a prisoner of hope, you will enter into a new season of victory.


You may have been treated unfairly. Maybe you’ve had heartache and pain. Don’t give up. Be prepared. God may well be introducing you to a time of supernatural strength or great insights that will allow you to overcome your challenges.


Dr. Syed Naqvi was jogging on a treadmill in his home when he went into cardiac arrest. Emergency workers and doctors kept the fifty-six-year-old neurologist alive, but he was in a vegetative state, unable to breathe on his own.


His wife, Nina, refused to give up. She contacted another neurologist, a family friend, and pleaded for his help. This doctor had just learned of a new “cooling treatment” for cardiac arrest patients. If the treatment begins within six hours of the attack, the patient has a much greater chance of full recovery.


Dr. Naqvi’s brainwaves were nearly flat. They literally put him on ice. His body was cooled for twenty-four hours. His temperature dropped to eight degrees below normal. His wife and other family members waited and prayed.


Was it their time to believe?


Yes, it was.


Five days later, Dr. Naqvi came out of his coma. At first, he was confused and had memory lapses. But within six weeks, his mental functions were fully restored. He went from a life-threatening vegetative state to once again treating his own patients!


Stay in faith. Be a prisoner of hope. God will put the right people in your path. Even the secret petitions of your heart, God will bring to fulfillment. You must rise up, like Mrs. Naqvi, and block out negative thoughts and say, “You know what? This is for me. With my faith I will ignite this moment. With my faith I will bring forth the dream on the inside.”


The Scripture encourages us to fan the flame. At eighty years of age, Moses saw his time come. After thirteen years of being done wrong, Joseph saw his time come. If God did it for them, He can do it for you. Keep your faith stirred up. You’ve served others. You’ve given generously. You’ve sacrificed your time. And that’s great. That’s what life is all about.


Ignite this moment.


The apostle Peter was in the boat with all the other disciples when they saw Jesus walking on the water. Why did Peter want to get out and join Jesus on the water? Why did he think he could do that?


Was it because he had seen Jesus open the blind eyes and cleanse the lepers and do all those miraculous things?


Maybe, but the other disciples in the boat had seen the same things. Why didn’t they want to get out? Peter understood it was his time. He stirred up his faith. He ignited that moment and believed he could do what God put in his heart.


Jesus said, “Peter, do you want to get out of the boat?”


“Yes, I do,” said Peter.


“Well, get out.”


Peter stepped out of the boat and he walked on the water.


Sure, he sank. Yes, he went under. But Peter walked on water farther than you or I have ever gone!


Maybe you need to be instilled with Peter’s boldness. Don’t just believe your time is coming; believe your time is here! All the dreams you’ve buried, those desires you thought would never work out—it’s time to believe. You need to have the attitude: It’s my time to come up to a new level. I’ve seen it happen for others, but it’s my time to see God’s blessings and favor. It’s my time to accomplish my dreams. It’s my time to break these addictions.


No more sitting around wishing your dream would come true. No more bitterness, hurt, or jealousy. Your time has come!


Say what Peter said: “God, can I walk with you? I believe it’s my time now.”


Notice what Jesus said. He didn’t say, “Peter, stay in that boat. Don’t you know I’m the Son of God?”


He said, “Peter, I like your attitude of faith. I like the fact you believe you could do great things. That tells me it’s your time now.”


We all have dreams yet to unfold. Stay filled with hope. Don’t get complacent and think your dream never will happen. Understand that God is working behind the scenes right now, arranging for your dreams to flourish.


I believe even the chains of mediocrity, failure, and addiction are being broken as you read this. It may look like your dream has died, but the good news is: God can resurrect even dead dreams.


He did it for Moses. He can do it for you.


Get up every morning and declare it by faith: “My time is coming.” If you do that, I believe like Simeon, before you leave this earth, you’ll see God bring to pass every dream He’s put in your heart.





CHAPTER 3
Seizing Your God-Given Opportunities



God created every one of us to be successful. Before the foundation of the world, He laid out an exact plan for our lives. And in this plan He has moments of favor that will come across our path. These moments are not ordinary. They are destiny-altering moments. They are designed to thrust us years ahead.


Marie worked at a small restaurant near Los Angeles. She waited on tables, cooked, cleaned, basically did it all. One day her boss, the owner, said that more and more customers were requesting desserts. At that time the restaurant didn’t offer any. The boss told Marie she had to come in earlier to make desserts every morning.


Her first reaction was frustration.


I already work hard enough, she thought. This is not fair.


But instead of getting bitter, Marie decided to accept the new duty as a challenge. She set her sights on creating the best desserts she possibly could.


Marie’s pies caught on. Customers loved them. In fact, people came to the restaurant just to have a piece of her pie. Her pies became so popular Marie decided to open her own pie company.


She took a step of faith and things quickly fell into place. She found a bakery. She bought the equipment she needed. It was a moment of favor.


Before long, her little business began to grow and her son joined her. They opened more and more locations. Eventually, Marie Callender’s company had 110 restaurants and an entire line of frozen pies and entrees sold in supermarkets!


It doesn’t matter where you are right now; God has moments of favor for you, too. You may not be able to figure it out, but that’s okay. That’s not your job. Your job is to believe. God’s already figured it out.


You might say: “Joel, I’m just not that talented.”


Can you make a pie? Look what happened to Marie!


I want you to have a bigger vision for your life. There are exciting things in your future. The right people are out there. The breaks you need have already been lined up by the Creator of the universe.


What can stop them? Not the enemy, not other people, nobody can keep you from your destiny—except you.


You may have suffered some bad breaks. You may have tried and failed. Now you may be sitting on the sidelines of life, not expecting anything good. Shake off that defeated mentality. Rise up and say, “This is a new day. It may not have happened in the past, but it will happen someday. I know God has moments of favor coming my way!”


It’s time to believe.


God has already prearranged times of increase, times of blessing. You will have opportunities to meet the right people, opportunities to advance in your career, opportunities to fulfill your dreams. You may not be experiencing any good breaks right now. Maybe you’re stuck in a rut. But let me encourage you with this: In your future there are God-ordained moments. He has them planned out for you.


Too many people miss these moments. They tried and failed before, so they quit believing. Or they’re distracted. There is so much clutter in their lives they can’t hear the still, small voice inside telling them: It’s your moment of favor!


We have to be sensitive to God’s timing. We may go five years with nothing big happening, and then all of a sudden, a God-ordained moment comes along: You meet someone who changes your life, you get a loan to buy the house of your dreams, you are promoted to a new job.


In a split second you are thrust years ahead.


I can look back over my own life and see the moments that altered my destiny, moments that propelled me to a higher level. When I was in my early twenties, I walked into a jewelry store to buy a battery for my watch. That’s where I met Victoria—a moment of favor!


That wasn’t a lucky break. That was God bringing time and chance together. He ordained that moment before the foundation of the world. That’s why we don’t have to worry. We don’t have to go around frustrated because things aren’t happening as fast as we would like. All we have to do is stay in faith, knowing that God is directing our steps. As long as we keep believing, our moments of favor are on their way.


I love what David said in Psalm 31:15: “God, my times are in Your hands . . . “ He was saying, “God, I already know You have supernatural breaks planned out for me. You have the right people, the right opportunities, so I will not be stressed out. I will stay in peace knowing that You will get me to my final destination.”


Recognize and appreciate each opportunity.


It’s easy to get frustrated when your dreams aren’t coming to pass on your timetable. But be patient. Prepare yourself. Stay open for signs of opportunity.


Sure, we would love to always be moving ahead with our lives, but we can use the other times to get ready, to sharpen our skills, to deepen our knowledge, to prepare ourselves for promotion.


If you’re not making as much progress as you would like, here’s a key: Don’t lose any ground. Don’t go backward. Keep a good attitude, and do the right thing even when it’s hard. When you do that, you pass the test. God promises your moments of favor are on the way.


A few years after Victoria and I were married, we were living in a beautiful town house just as happy as can be. One day out of the blue, Victoria said, “We need to sell this place.” When she said that, a sense of peace came over me. I knew that she was right.


In the natural, we could have thought, We’re fine. We’re comfortable here. But we paid attention to that still, small voice, that inward witness, telling us, “Something better is on the horizon.”


And so we went out looking. We knew every home for sale in every neighborhood within ten miles of us. We looked for months and months. And one Sunday afternoon we found this old house. It was run-down but stood on a beautiful piece of property.


Windows were broken out. Water dripped from the ceiling. But something deep inside us said, “This is it. This is a God-given opportunity.”


We took that step of faith, and in less than three years we sold that property for more than twice what we paid for it! That blessed opportunity put us at a new level. Time and chance came together, and we took advantage of it.


You might say: “Joel, I don’t have those resources. I haven’t had those breaks.” That doesn’t matter. God doesn’t say: “Time and chance will not come together for you if you don’t have enough financing or money in the bank.”


Get this down in your spirit: God has preordained moments of favor for you. He has already lined up the right people, the right breaks, the right opportunities. He’s prearranged them for your future.


Just a few years ago, we were searching for property to build a new sanctuary on. Twice, the land we found was sold out from under us. It was unfair. We were very disappointed.


But I’ve found sometimes God closes a door because we were believing too small. If He were to answer our prayers every time and give us everything we asked for, it might not always be His best. So don’t be discouraged by your closed doors.


The steps and the stops of a good person are ordered by the Lord. If a door closes, that just means God has something better and most likely bigger in store. A few months after that door closed on us, we received word that the much larger Compaq Center was available for purchase.


God definitely had a bigger dream in mind for us!


In the same way, his dream for your life is so much bigger than your own. He has breaks lined up for you in the future, but if He told you right now, it would boggle your mind. You will look back one day and say, “Man, that was a blessed opportunity. I could have never orchestrated that all on my own.”


That’s the way our God is. The Scripture says that no person has ever seen, heard, or imagined the wonderful things He has in store.


I think about how this one blessed opportunity—acquiring the Compaq Center—thrust our ministry probably fifty years further down the road. As far as reaching people, as far as credibility, that one event did more than I could do in my whole lifetime in my own effort.


This was planned before the foundation of time. I met a man who helped design the Compaq Center; he was one of the original engineers. He explained that way back in the sixties, he laid out the entry and exit ramps of the freeway to flow perfectly into this building. He worked with the city to time all the traffic lights so people could get in and out of the center quickly.


As he spoke, I thought about how good God is: Forty years ago he had people working on our behalf!


My friend, God has it all planned out. Know that in your future He’s already lined up increase, good breaks, divine connections. He has great things in store.


Maybe you’ve made mistakes or poor choices. You may feel you’ve blown chances. But God is full of mercy. He knew every mistake you would ever make, and He already has moments of favor to bring you out.


Where you are is no surprise to God. He’s not up in the heavens all baffled, thinking, Man, I never knew he’d get that far off track. I didn’t know he’d blow it that bad.


No, God knew you were where you would be before the foundation of time. He’s already blessed your opportunities of mercy and restoration. The fact is, God has solutions to problems you haven’t yet encountered. He knows, “This door will close, they will stray a little off course here, make a mistake there. And so I will have this person come into their life, and this opportunity will correct it a little more, and this other one will give them a break.”


God’s figured it out.


Samuel Herschberger was just three days away from his tenth birthday when he was in a terrible farm accident. The boy’s shirt sleeve was snared in a grinder attached to a tractor. His father Oba sprinted to help Samuel, but the sight of his mangled boy caused him to stop and turn away in shock. He was certain that Samuel was dead. He could not look.


Then he heard a tiny, pleading voice.


“Dad, please help me.”


No one thought Samuel would survive. Eleven doctors worked eighteen straight hours to save him. As you might imagine, the medical costs were staggering for the family. Fellow church members pitched in. But they could barely make a dent.


Still, God had a solution.


The Herschbergers began hosting farm-style dinners in their home to raise money. A Chicago newspaper reported on their fund-raising efforts. A few weeks later, Oba had to ask people to stop sending money. “We have so much coming in, we can’t count it all,” he said.


They filled their bathtubs with checks and cash sent by strangers. Many thousands were donated—enough to pay for the thirty-seven operations Samuel has had to endure. Today, he is a fun-loving young man who works on a farm, helping raise champion draft horses. His grateful family still welcomes guests for country dinners.


God knows the end from the beginning. He has solutions to problems you haven’t even had.


You don’t know what God has in store.


God may have spoken to someone twenty years ago about that situation you’re dealing with right now. He has already marked your moments for mercy. He has marked moments of favor for restoration. He knows how to get you back on the right track.


So go ahead and get your hopes up. Believe that no matter what you have or haven’t done, your best days are still out in front of you.


Little things and big things, God has already lined up your moments of favor. Why don’t you quit worrying about it? Why don’t you stop losing sleep over it? God has you in the palm of His hand. God is aware of all you are facing now and all you will deal with in the future.


The good news is, He already has answers to those problems. The Scripture says: “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “Plans to prosper you, plans to bless you, plans to give you hope and a future.” One verse says, “God has prearranged for you to live the good life.”


For every setback, God has prearranged a comeback. For every failure, God has prearranged mercy. For every disappointment, God has prearranged restoration. For every unfair thing, God has prearranged vindication.


In God’s eyes, your future is looking extremely bright.


I read a fascinating report on the hopper, a baby locust. These young bugs can’t quite fly, but they can jump up to two hundred times their height. The hopper learns to fly by riding the wind. When the wind blows and treetops rustle, the hopper’s instincts say: “This is my time to jump.”


The hopper can catch the wind and fly if it rides the breeze. So timing is critical. Adult locusts also wait for perfect wind conditions so they can migrate miles and miles. They don’t have the most aerodynamic bodies. Locusts are thick-bodied insects with small straight wings. So they need to time their leaps just right.


Like the hoppers and the locusts, we need to know when it is our time to ride the wind. We have to stay tuned to signs of opportunity just as the hoppers wait for the breeze to pick up.


For us, there is a window of opportunity to step out in faith. I recognize signs and patterns in my own life. There have been times when I’m not seeing a lot of increase. I’m just trying my best day in and day out, being faithful, being good to people.


Several years will go by, then all of a sudden I see all kinds of increase, all kinds of favor, good breaks left and right. What happened? I know it couldn’t just be me. My wings aren’t that big. I’ve caught the wind of God’s favor. I’m riding God’s own jet stream.


Too often, though, we miss opportunities because we don’t recognize it’s our season. You need to pay attention to the winds in your life. I believe there’s about to be a shifting. Maybe you’ve been struggling and not seeing a lot of good breaks, but the winds are about to change in your favor.


I was out running one day. The first quarter of a mile or so the wind was blowing so strongly against me, probably twenty-five miles an hour. I felt like I was running uphill. It was taking all of my energy.


Finally, I was able to turn. The path I run on is a big square. I knew coming back the last mile or so that wind would be blowing in my face again. I was dreading it.


But when I made the turn into the final home stretch, I was pleasantly surprised. The winds had changed direction. They were no longer blowing against me; they were blowing with me. It was a night-and-day difference. I could feel the winds propelling me forward.


I believe that’s what will happen to you. The winds holding you back, causing you to struggle, are about to change in your favor.


You will enjoy times where you can feel God breathing in your direction. You will accomplish things that cause you to look back and say, “That had to be the hand of God. I’m not that smart. I’m not that talented.”


What happened? The wind of Almighty God is blowing behind you. You may be in some kind of storm today with all kinds of things coming against you, but understand, God is in control of those winds. Just a simple shift can make a huge difference. The same winds that are trying to defeat you, God can make blow in a different direction and propel you into a higher level.


When my father went to be with the Lord, the winds tried to sink me, but God turned around and used the winds to push me into my divine destiny. What the enemy means for your harm, God will turn around and use to your advantage.


I can sense in my spirit the winds are shifting. I can sense an increase in God’s blessings. When you hear these winds blowing, you can’t just sit back and think, Ah, Joel. It will not happen to me. I never get good breaks.


No, you will miss your moment of favor. When you hear the winds blowing, do like that little locust and say, “This is my time. I can hear the winds of God’s favor. I will become everything God’s created me to be.”


You may have a lot coming against you, but have you ever realized that all it takes for the last to be first is the wind’s changing direction? If it’s all blowing against you, you may feel like you’re last, way in the back. But when the winds shift and blow with you, all of a sudden you’re first. What happens? The winds shifted.


If you are in difficult times, instead of complaining and getting discouraged, you need to get up every morning and say by faith: “Father, thank you that the winds are shifting in my direction. Thank you that the tide of this battle is turning.”


Don’t talk about the storm. Talk to your storm. Look at that situation and declare by faith, “You will not defeat me. No weapon formed against me will ever prosper. I have moments of favor coming my way. I’m not only coming out, I’m coming out better off than I was before.”


I love what David did when he faced Goliath. He could hear the treetops rustling. He’d been faithful in the wilderness for years. Now he could sense the winds were shifting—even though Goliath was two or three times his size.


Doubters tried to talk him out of facing the giant. “David, you don’t have a chance. David, you will be hurt.” Others couldn’t hear the winds. They couldn’t sense what he was sensing. When you know it’s your time, don’t get talked out of it. I’ve seen people sit back twenty years, allowing other people to discourage them, talk them out of their dreams.


“Do you really think you can do that? I don’t know if you have what it takes.”


No, others don’t know what’s in you. They don’t know what you’re capable of because God didn’t put the dream in them; He put it in you. When you hear the wind blowing, like that little locust, you should say, “This is my time.”


If you’ll get in the flow of God, you’ll be amazed at how far you can go. When God’s breathing in your direction, there’s a supernatural ease. There’s a grace to do things that you couldn’t do before.


The doubters said, “David, you better not take a chance. Goliath, he’s too big to hit.”


David said, “I don’t think so. He’s too big to miss.”


David spoke to his mountain. He said, “Goliath, this day I will defeat you and feed your head to the birds of the air.”


What caused that little stone to slay the giant?


God breathed His life into it. The wind of Almighty God rose behind it. That’s what happens when you make a leap of faith. You will accomplish things that you never thought possible.


You might say: “Joel, I don’t see how this opportunity could happen for me. I don’t have the money. I don’t have the education. I don’t have the talent.”


The Scripture says it will not happen by our might or by our power. It will happen because of the breath of Almighty God. You know what’s happening today? God’s breathing in your direction. Sometimes we think of a breath as just a little puff of air. That’s not the way God breathes.


The Scripture says that when the Holy Spirit came, it was like a rushing, mighty wind. That’s what I envision behind you: the force of Almighty God. Everywhere you go, you need to imagine the most powerful force in the universe breathing in your direction.


What happens when God breathes your way? Every enemy will be defeated, obstacles will be overcome, favor will increase, dreams will come to pass.


What happened? God breathed in your direction. A rushing, mighty wind is backing you up. Rise up in your authority and say, “You know what? I can hear the wind a-blowing so I’m stepping into the flow.”


Things are shifting in your favor, my friend. Your future is filled with moments of favor, increase, promotion. God has already ordained before the foundation of the world the right people.


Time and chance are coming together for you. Get a vision for it. Raise your hopes. Don’t miss your moment of favor. Even when it’s difficult for you, just remember the same winds trying to defeat you are the winds God will use to push you to a new level.


If you’ll go out each day with expectancy, knowing that God is breathing in your direction, I know you will rise higher and higher and see more of God’s blessings and favor. And you’ll live the life of victory He has in store.





CHAPTER 4
New Seasons of Increase



Tyler grew up poor in New Orleans in a household he’s described as “scarred by abuse,” so he ran away to Atlanta, where he lived homeless on the streets. It was a hard life. He has called his first twenty-eight years “unhappy and miserable.”


I’m glad to say, Tyler found his new season of increase. Still, it is easy to get stuck in a rut like Tyler did. You don’t expect anything. You don’t grow. You don’t press forward. And that’s when negative thoughts come telling us that we’ve reached our limits and that we will never accomplish our goals. It’s all downhill from here.


Don’t ever believe those lies. God is a God of increase, not decrease. He never wants us to go backward; only forward. It is true that Job said: “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away.”


Still, when it was all said and done, Job held on to his faith and ended up with twice what he had before. God restored back to him double. And sure, there are seasons where we’re not seeing a lot of growth, seasons where we have to dig our heels in and fight the good fight of faith. But I can sense in my spirit that we are entering into new seasons of increase, new seasons of favor.


It’s time to believe.


You have to believe, as Tyler does now, that no matter what’s come against you, no matter how unfair it was, things are shifting in your favor. Tyler said the one thing that always kept him grounded was his faith. Every setback is simply a setup for a comeback. God not only wants to bring you out, He also wants to bring you out better off than you were before.


For Tyler, the season began turning when he started keeping a journal. He wrote about his feelings and his frustrations. He wrote about his experiences. But he was afraid that someone might read his journal. So Tyler made up characters in his journal. That way, no one would know the stories were about him.


Tyler’s characters and stories launched his career as a writer and producer of plays, movies, and books. He now lives in a beautiful home on twelve acres outside Atlanta. His new home reflects the new season in his life. And so does his attitude about his success.


“I am a believer, and I know had I not been a person of faith, I couldn’t be here in this place and I wouldn’t be walking the path that I’m on now,” he told an interviewer.


Tyler Perry believes that as low as a person can go, it is possible for the same person to go just as high. And even higher still. You may come from a history of abuse. Your relationships might have gone bad. Money might be scarce. Even so, you too have new seasons of increase coming.


God said He would make your enemies your footstools. I interpret that to mean that God will use the obstacles in your path, the stumbling blocks that would hold you back, as stepping-stones instead. He will use them to take you to a higher level.


It’s as though somebody stuck out his foot to trip you, but God caused you to step right on top of it. Instead of going down, you went up!


You may be facing a sickness today. It was meant to harm you. It was meant to bring you down. But let me speak faith into you. That sickness will not defeat you. You have been armed with strength for every battle. The forces for you are greater than the forces against you.


I want to declare over you a new season in your health. The winds are shifting. Hard times may have held you down for a while, but they will not last forever. When all is said and done, you will not be decreased; you will be increased.


You will step on top of these obstacles and use them as stepping-stones. You will come out stronger, more determined, with a greater faith than you’ve ever had before.


Get a vision for it. Let these seeds take root. New seasons in your health. New seasons in your pocketbook. New seasons in your relationships.


You still might have doubts: “Ah, Joel. My business is so slow. The economy is really hurting me.”


No, God is not limited by the economy. God is not limited by our education or our lack of it. God is not limited by the environment we were raised in.


God is limited by our beliefs. I’m asking you to believe that things are shifting in your favor.


Psalm 102:13 says there was a set time for favor. That means there was a set time for people to receive increase, a set time they would see blessings. It’s the same way today. God has seasons in which supernatural doors will open, seasons in which you will accomplish things you never thought possible, seasons in which you’ll see great things begin to happen.


I believe you have entered into one of those seasons—a set time for God’s favor.


Well, you say, “Joel, I don’t believe that. You’re just getting everybody’s hopes up.” Then this is not for you. This is for believers. This is for people who will rise up and say, “You know what? That bears witness with my spirit. This is my season, and I will take hold of it.”


Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me to help the poor, to comfort the hurting, and to announce the acceptable year of the Lord.” One translation says “to declare the year of God’s favor.”


In this passage there had been years of famine, years of fighting, years of judgment. But God was saying, “This is your season of favor.”


He announced it to people just as I’m telling it to you. But do you know not everyone took it? Some people thought, Oh, I’ve been through too much. I’ll never get well. I’ll never get out of debt. I’ll never accomplish my dreams.


You know what happened? They missed their season of favor. Don’t let that be you.


You may feel like you’ve been rowing upstream. Life’s been a constant struggle, all kinds of things coming against you. But God says, “Things are about to shift in your favor.”


You are about to enter into an anointing of ease. You may have had disappointments in the past, but God will turn your life around and open new doors. And for the unfair things that have happened—people talking about you at work, trying to bring you down—don’t get discouraged. This is your season of vindication.


The Scripture says that the trap the enemy set for you, they will fall into themselves. You don’t have to worry. You don’t have to fight. Stay on the high road. This is your season of increase.


“Well,” you say, “Joel, when I look out into my future, I don’t see any of this. I don’t see how I could ever get well.” Or you might say, “I’ve had this addiction my whole life. I don’t know how I could overcome it.”


The problem is, you’re only looking in the natural. We serve a supernatural God.


When I announce it’s your season, deep inside something resonates. Deep down something says, “Yes, this is for me. I know there are good things in store.”


That is your spirit person agreeing with God. But too often we allow our minds, our natural reasoning, to talk us out of it. We must learn to listen to what we’re hearing down inside.


You must sense it before it arrives.


Sometimes when we look out into our futures, we don’t see anything good. We don’t see how we could ever get out of debt. We don’t see how our child could ever get back on the right track. In the natural, it looks impossible, but deep down we can sense that somehow, someway it will work out. Maybe business is slow, sales are down, but I can sense increase is on its way. I can sense this is my season of favor. I can sense my best days are out in front of me.


On paper, it doesn’t look possible, but I sense new seasons of increase, seasons of promotion, supernatural opportunities are coming my way. You have to be perceptive and sense what is coming long before it arrives. Learn to walk by faith and not by sight.


I love what Elijah did. There had been a drought in the land for three and a half years. People were in desperate need of water. He went to King Ahab and said, “Ahab, I hear the sound of the abundance of rain.”


In fact, there wasn’t a cloud in the sky when he said that. There wasn’t rain in the distance. It wasn’t thundering. But Elijah could sense what was coming long before it arrived.


I can imagine Ahab looking at him and thinking: What’s wrong with him? There’s no rain. It’s not thundering. The heat must be getting to him.


Elijah didn’t hear it physically, in the natural. He heard it down in his spirit. And he was bold enough to announce it.


When you sense it’s your season, you need to declare it. Words have creative power. You need to hear it, and so does the enemy. You may not feel well, but it’s good to announce: “Health is coming my way. I will live and not die.”


People may look at you like Ahab looked at Elijah and think: What’s wrong with you? You don’t look well. You look sick.


But they can’t hear the sound. They can’t sense what you’re sensing. They’re just looking in the natural. And don’t be surprised if your mind tells you things like, “You’re just kidding yourself. You will never get well.”


Just answer back: “Yes I will. I can hear it down in here.”


Negative voices may say: “You’ll never be debt-free.”


But you can respond: “I can hear the sound of abundance.”


Doubts may tell you: “You will never be married.”


But you can hear the sound of God’s favor: “Sure, I will. I may not be able to see it, but I can sense victory, promotion, divine connections, supernatural opportunities—they’re coming my way.”
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