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  INTRODUCTION




  Admit it: Even if you’ve never been close to Miami you already think you know what it’s all about. The cliches (beach bums, scantily clad sunbathers, more Spanish than English spoken) may have some grain of truth, but these are only small pieces of a bigger picture.




  The beauty of Miami is in its diversity, and there is no doubt you will have the opportunity to experience it in every corner of the city. This does not only include the obvious mixture of people, but the different neighborhoods, food, and for better or worse, weather. As a relatively new city, Miami also has an unusual excess of historic sites, which appear in unexpected places. This seems to come as a surprise to many visitors who come for the beach and leave with a history lesson of Art Deco architecture and the historical development of South Beach.




  The Latin flavor of the city is ubiquitous and provides a distinctive backdrop that is unmatched by any other city in the country. English is not the only local language so don’t be offended when people assume you know Spanish—it is inevitable. For those who have been to Chinatown in San Francisco or Little Italy in New York, Miami offers a similar micro-city in addition to the Latin flavor dispersed throughout: Little Havana. Making a trip to this neighborhood is a must for those who love Cuban food and are interested in the diaspora. Unfortunately, my grade school Spanish skills can’t do justice to all of the businesses in the city that operate in the language.




  There are no all-inclusive labels to the city; one can’t say it’s pedestrian friendly or not, walkable or not, close-knit or not. Each neighborhood is a city in itself and these labels are redefined everywhere you go. Take South Beach, Miami Beach’s southern tip, for example: Walking anywhere in South Beach is very doable and most visitors simply take a taxi from the airport and spend their entire vacation on the beach and roaming on Lincoln Road and Ocean Drive. Take a ride over the bridge to Downtown Miami and you’ll see that the area caters less to walking, and outside of Miami Beach a car is almost required. Public transportation in Miami is available (that said straightforwardly for a reason). That doesn’t mean it’s always reliable and it is certainly not utilized as universally as New York City’s subway system. There are a few handy tools; the Metrorail, Tri-Rail and local shuttles are a few options, but access to a car is key for really getting around beyond the beach region.
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  If you thought Miami only included the mere 20+ blocks of South Beach, think again. The Insiders’ Guide to Miami will highlight the beach’s glitzy wonders but will also offer a comprehensive overview of the city that is not simply limited to TV show backdrops and movie star hangouts.




  In this book you’ll get what you’re looking for: where to go, what to do, when events take place throughout the year. It’s a one-stop shop for the tourist essentials—hotels, restaurants, and transportation, for example. But beyond that, you’ll also get local insight on little-known city secrets—favorite local hangouts including bars, parks, and beaches, to name a few. You may see a name brand here and here, but generally you’ll get an insider perspective of spots where you, too, can blend in (or attempt to).




  This book is not limited to first timers, who will hopefully get to know the city, discover some of the must-see spots and also get a chance to check out some of the little-known gems around the city. Likewise, Miami travel veterans may find something in this book that is new turf and in this way, first timers and natives alike can utilize this information.




  The Insiders’ Guide to Miami is a no-nonsense way to navigate through the city, both literally and metaphorically. Starting out with an overview of the lay of the land and explanation of transportation options in Getting Here, Getting Around, readers will get a bit of historical insight into the city and its roots. It goes without saying that Miami Beach is a particular highlight of the book, simply because locals and tourists alike flock to the area for a guaranteed good time. Nonetheless, neighborhoods around the city are featured, specifically in order to draw attention to the vast array of neighborhoods and locales that visitors to Miami can take advantage of.




  In addition to hundreds of listings of the best restaurants, attractions, and accommodations, readers will also find listings accompanied by the ✵ symbol throughout the book—these are our top picks for attractions, restaurants, accommodations, and everything in between that you shouldn’t miss while you’re in the area. You want the best this region has to offer? Go with our Insiders’ Choice.




  To make the book even more informative, interesting tips and useful knowledge known as Insiders’ Tips are highlighted in breakout text with the i symbol. There are also dozens of longer pieces that delve a little more deeply into certain subjects, identified as Close-ups throughout the book—especially check out the Inside Scoop Close-ups where certain local experts offered up their advice on all things Miami.




  Moving to the Miami area or already live here? Be sure to check out the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where you will find the Living Here appendix that offers sections on relocation, real estate, education, retirement, and media.
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  M iami Vice, 8th and Ocean and CSI: Miami are only a few examples of television and film associations that most people have with Miami. When most people think of the city they are probably thinking of Miami Beach, not Miami in its entirety, and certainly not the dozens of municipalities that comprise Miami-Dade County, which also includes Miami and Miami Beach. As the southernmost peninsula of the United States, one thing is clear: water, water, water. But the city offers so much more than simply that.




  The latest figures show that the population of Miami-Dade County was 2.5 million and increasing at a rate of over 1 percent annually. It goes without saying that the city is hugely diverse: As of 2010, the Hispanic population in the city was roughly 1.6 million and clearly outweighed any other group. Likewise, each of these municipalities has a distinct vibe and there is a very real disparity between the different neighborhoods in the city in terms of home prices and income, especially.




  OVERVIEW




  The City of Miami is technically one of the municipalities of Miami-Dade County. To avoid confusion, the name Miami (rather than Miami-Dade County) will be used throughout the book to refer to the expansive county, but some listings in the book will indicate Miami as the city, which means it’s within the limits of the City of Miami (as far north as NW 87th Street and as far west as the Palmetto Expressway/SR 826). More specific names (i.e., Downtown Miami, Coral Gables, Miami Beach) will be used when possible.




  BEACHES




  If you’re trekking to Miami from anywhere—even northern Florida—the beach is likely to have something to do with it. There is plenty more to do than lay on the beach but it must be said that the beaches themselves deserve some credit. See the Parks & Beaches chapter for comprehensive descriptions of beaches and other outdoor spaces around the city.




  CLIMATE




  Miami falls under the Atlantic region according to the National Hurricane Center, which means hurricane season is officially June 1 through November 30. Luckily, the sub-tropical climate yields a handful of sunshine throughout the year. As a result, air-conditioning is essentially ubiquitous so finding indoor refuge from rain or heat is always feasible. On that note, few hotels or businesses will market themselves as an air-conditioned establishment (because they probably would not be in business if they didn’t have it) so it’s usually safe to assume that AC is included. Typically, the coldest temperatures are in the 50s and the warmest are in the 90s. 2010 was an usually cold season (as cold as the 30s!) so don’t automatically assume shorts and T-shirts can be year-round attire.
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    Miami Beach People Watching




    There are more than a few spots within the entire city to people watch, but Miami Beach offers an especially watch-worthy environment. A few streets, in particular, are ideal for this activity because of the ample seating at restaurants, cafes, and bars that allow for leisurely looking.




    Lincoln Road, between Collins Avenue and Alton Road, is a no-brainer as it attracts locals and tourists alike to the outdoor walking mall lined with no shortage of seating at a variety of establishments. At one end of the street (Alton Road and Lincoln Road) is a movie theater, so the crowd ranges from movie buffs to teenyboppers and everything in between. Lincoln Road is home to a hodgepodge of restaurants that range from the pricey Sushi Samba to trendy brunch joints such as Van Duke Cafe or Nexxt Cafe and 24/7 breakfast food joint David’s Cafe. Shopping is also a favorite pastime on the street and features everything from chain Victoria’s Secret stores to vintage shops and bikini bars. All this, plus a slew of bars, street performers and festivals throughout the year, makes for an unavoidably interesting landscape.




    Collins Avenue, between South Pointe Park and North Miami Beach, is another street worth strolling down. Collins, which runs from the southernmost point of South Beach as far north as North Miami Beach may also be referred to as SR A1A and is the core of Miami’s Deco hotel scene. A few popular names such as the historic Fontainebleau and the swanky Shore Club lure celebrities and socialites alike who can afford the rooms—and average joes who simply want to participate in the star-studded nightlife and dining culture without dishing out dough to stay overnight. The façade of many of these hotels are worth a look anyway, but what’s inside is half of the appeal. Pools at many of the hotels are open to the public for a fee and are ideal scantily clad people-watching paradises. Nightlife is also a big draw at many of these hotels and is open to the public who dress to impress.




    A bit lower key than Collins Avenue is Española Way, between Jefferson Avenue and Collins Avenue, which is a hidden gem in a prime South Beach location. The street’s history dates back to the 1920s and gives a Spanish-Mediterranean vibe with its stylistic architecture and inside-out shops playing music and serving tapas. Festivals and fairs often take place on the street, which typically has outdoor displays, drinking, and dining throughout the year. The Española Way Weekend Festival takes place every weekend year-round and attracts a diverse crowd that makes for great people watching.




    Finally, Ocean Drive, between South Pointe Drive and 15th Street, cannot be missed. As its name indicates, this street is directly on the water so it’s easy to admire beachgoers as they go to and from the water. Haulover Beach is known as the city’s nude beach but it’s not uncommon to see these types trickle down to the Ocean Drive scene. A well-known model agency reality took place on (and was titled) 8th and Ocean and this area still remains a favorite sight among TV junkies. Other notable names along the street include international party spot Nikki Beach, which is one of nearly a dozen locations around the world and is a favorite among nightlife junkies. The Versace Mansion is also a must-see spot on Ocean Drive where famed designer Gianni Versace was murdered.


  




  MIAMI MUNICIPALITIES




  What most people think of as Miami is technically Miami-Dade County, the county that encompasses dozens of municipalities including names you’re likely to know such as Miami Beach, Coconut Grove, and Coral Gables. But there are others you may not be familiar with—Bal Harbour, Pinecrest, South Miami, to name a few—and this should not preclude you from checking them out. In fact, some of the best local spots are in the little known areas—think Cuban food in Little Havana or fresh fruit from the sprawling farms where open land is ample in the southern part of Miami. Because of Miami’s extensive reach, the municipalities in this chapter are arranged alphabetically by name and region. Keep in mind that certain neighborhoods within Miami-Dade County are almost exclusively residential or suburban so some may not be covered extensively in this book as a result of that.




  Brickell




  The Brickell area was originally a trading post hub in the 1870s developed by the Brickell couple, which wound up being one of the financial trading centers of Miami in the 21st century. In addition to its reputation for being a business and financial center of the city, likened to New York City’s Wall Street, it has recently developed into a trendy residential area that also has a slew of notable restaurants, bars, and markets. A favorite culinary market and restaurant is Perricone’s and The Shops at Mary Brickell Village offers top-notch shopping in a beautiful outdoor space.




  Coconut Grove




  Coconut Grove wears so many hats in Miami’s culture scene. The residential areas of Coconut Grove are home to artists and old timers; the area has outdoor walking malls including Cocowalk and The Shops at Mayfair and various festivals and events take place year-round in the area. The Grove attracts shoppers, moviegoers, eclectic diners, and a lively nightlife crowd that transforms the vibe of the area by sundown. The history of the area dates back to the 1800s and the landscape—a watery oasis of Biscayne Bay—plays a role in the city’s culture with its harbor, bayside restaurants such as Monty’s and hotels and establishments that capitalize on the views.




  Coral Gables




  Within moments of entering Coral Gables it’s evident that the area’s origins are unique from the rest of the city. With a 19th-and 20th-century Mediterranean-inspired layout, developer George Merrick is credited with creating one of the first fully-planned communities in the country in 1925. The limestone buildings, architecture, and street names such as Andalusia, Malaga, and Seville illuminate this international flair; beautiful outdoor shopping and malls such as Village of Merrick Park, an array of eclectic restaurants, local favorites such as bookstore Books & Books and a residential community draw many to Coral Gables’ unique vibe. Aside from basic visuals, history is alive and well in the area, which is home to various National Historic Landmarks and sites on the National Register of Historic Places including The Biltmore Hotel, Coral Gables Merrick House, Venetian Pool, and Coral Gables City Hall.




  

    

      Visitor Information Centers




      Visitor information centers can be a great resource for getting advice and information about an area. Most centers offer free publications, maps and discount coupons to make visitors’ experience a pleasant one.




      Coconut Grove Chamber of Commerce




      2820 McFarlane Rd., Coconut Grove




      (305) 444-7270




      www.coconutgrovechamber.com




      Downtown Miami Welcome Center




      174 E. Flagler St., Downtown Miami




      (305) 379-7070




      www.downtownmiami.com




      Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau




      701 Brickell Ave., Suite 2700, Brickell




      (305) 539-3000




      www.miamiandbeaches.com




      Key Biscayne Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Center




      88 W. McIntyre St., Suite 100, Key Biscayne




      (305) 361-5207




      www.keybiscaynechamber.org




      Miami-Dade Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce




      1130 Washington Ave., 1st floor, North Miami Beach




      (305) 673-4440




      www.gogaymiami.com




      Miami Beach Latin Chamber of Commerce Visitor Information Center




      510 Lincoln Rd., Miami Beach




      (305) 674-1414




      www.miamibeach.org




      Miami Beach Visitor Information Center




      1920 Meridian Ave., Miami Beach




      (305) 672-1270




      www.miamibeachguest.com




      Sunny Isles Beach Tourism and Marketing Council




      18070 Collins Ave., Sunny Isles Beach




      (305) 792-1952




      www.sunnyislesbeachmiami.com




      Surfside Tourist Bureau




      9293 Harding Ave., Surfside




      (305) 864-0722




      www.visitsurfsidefl.com




      Tropical Everglades Visitor Association




      160 US 1, Florida City




      (305) 245-9180




      www.tropicaleverglades.com


    


  




  Downtown Miami




  If you thought the City of Miami vs. Miami vs. Miami-Dade County explanation was complicated, this is where things really get tricky. Technically Downtown Miami is within the limits of the City of Miami but has gained enough popularity to earn its own section. The technical limits of Downtown Miami are SW and SE 10th Street on the south and NW and NE 18th Street on the north. Several neighborhoods are frequently associated with Downtown Miami and are very close cousins. These include Midtown Miami, between 29th and 36th Streets, Miami’s Design District, which runs from NE 36th Street to NE 43rd Street and Wyn-wood Arts District, which runs from NW 20th Street to NW 36th Street and is bound by I-95 on the west and NE 1st Avenue on the east. All of these fall under the jurisdiction of the City of Miami and are a vast departure from the downtown of the past, which wasn’t always the up-and-coming hip area it is today.




  

    

      Downtown Miami & Its Northern Neighbors




      Midtown Miami




      Downtown and the areas around it have evolved greatly in the past decade. Midtown Miami is not exactly in the middle of Miami, but as Downtown’s northern neighbor, some refer to it as the city’s “little New York City,” which it is in some senses: There are over 1,000 residents in the 56-acre area as well as a slew of restaurants, lounges, and boutiques along the streets, which are pedestrian friendly and lined with odd art and pop-up installations. A centerpiece of Midtown Miami is The Shops at Midtown Miami, which houses staple shops in the neighborhood including chains Loehmann’s, Target, and West Elm and food favorites Lime and Five Guys. Other favorite restaurants in the neighborhood include Manhattan transplant Mercadito, SushiSamba brainchild raw bar Sugarcane and more.




      Miami Design District




      The Miami Design District (www.miamidesigndistrict.net) is a superpower in the Miami arts world and at the forefront of international fashion, art, and creative movements. Packed with restaurants, shopping, art galleries, and plenty of creative juices, a visit to this area is a must. Favorites include restaurants such W Wine Bistro and Fratelli Lyon and a slew of creative home improvement resources for furniture, kitchen, and bath and the rest of your home or apartment.




      Wynwood Arts District




      Wynwood Arts District was founded by a group of art enthusiasts (artists, dealers, curators, etc.) in 2003 with the intention of cultivating the neighborhoods as a budding arts center of the city. Today it is at the forefront of the city’s art scene and hosts a well-known event, Art Walk, the second Saturday of each month when studios, art spaces, and the like around the community stay open late, serve refreshments, and play host to a free community-based event promoting the neighborhood’s art scene. Today, the neighborhood boasts over 40 galleries, 5 museums, 3 collections, 7 art complexes, and a number of studios and fairs. Each gallery individually also holds events and viewings throughout the year. For a list of many of these galleries, check out the Art Galleries chapter.


    


  




  Luxury apartments and run-down motels live side by side, which is part of the beauty of the area’s diversity. Art galleries and studios are ubiquitous—the area is best known for being a center of the arts in Miami. Notably, as a music center, various frequented venues include Sweat Records and White Room, both of which are technically just north of the Design District. Restaurant favorites including Soyka and a variety of ethnic eateries attract local food connoisseurs and a buzzing nightlife is facilitated by a variety of bars, pubs, and clubs. To top it off, the American Airlines Arena is the go-to venue for various sporting, music, and cultural events.




  Throughout the book, Downtown Miami, though technically too broad, may be used to refer to some of these neighborhoods.




  i There is free parking on Flagler Street between Biscayne Boulevard and 1st Avenue from 6 p.m. to 7 a.m. daily.




  Key Biscayne




  This island is located between Coconut Grove and Miami Beach and is accessible from the mainland via the Rickenbacker Causeway. As of 2010, tolls for regular cars are $1.50 each way. Known for its beaches, golf course, and waterfront activities, locals and tourists alike flock to this part of the city to experience the outdoors without the usual hullabaloo of Miami Beach. Crandon Park’s Tennis Center is home to the yearly Sony Ericsson Open and is a favorite of local players. There is also a golf course at the park and Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Recreation Area, which attracts those seeking water activities year-round. There is also a Ritz-Carlton Hotel on Key Biscayne as well as a variety of accommodations, restaurants, and leisure activities.




  Little Havana




  Technically part of Downtown Miami, Little Havana earns a spot on this list because of the unique culture it adds to the city. Until the real Havana is accessible to Americans, Calle Ocho (8th Street) is the best place to go for Cuban flavor—be it food, bars or business signs, all are almost exclusively in Spanish. This is an ideal area for a day trip as there’s a solid selection of restaurants, people watching, and sightseeing to experience. Florida International University’s main campus is located a bit west of the area and has a museum on-site, which is a Smithsonian institution open to the public. Also nearby to the west is Everglades National Park. This isn’t necessarily the ideal area for a hotel or extended stay, but accommodations are available and a day trip is worth the while.




  Miami Beach




  Miami Beach encompasses the recognizable South Beach, starting at 1st Street (South Pointe Park), as far north as the 87th Terrace, where Surfside begins. Tourists can expect to see some stereotypes; scantily clad beachgoers, all-night partying, and pricey bars and restaurants scattered throughout. But there’s also a side of Miami Beach that tourists might be pleasantly surprised to experience: historical Art Deco architecture, a thriving arts scene, mellow, intimate coffee shops, and offbeat experiences and sights that are incongruous with the Miami Beach stereotypes. There are a slew of other pros that aren’t too unexpected: great dancing spots, sweet happy hours, museums galore, cultural events, and more. This part of the city truly encompasses a melting pot, which includes diversity of religion (the Jewish community thrives in this part of the city, as do various others) and general heritage and culture (Europeans flock to the city and Germans constitute a large portion of the snowbirds in addition to elderly communities).




  

    Vital Statistics




    Founding: The State of Florida became the 27th state of the United States on March 3, 1845. There are 67 counties in the state, including Miami-Dade County, which encompasses over 30 municipalities.




    Population: As of the 2010 census, the Florida Department of State and the US Census Bureau estimated that the population of Miami-Dade County was 2,496,435. The population grew by 10.8 percent since 2000.




    Average temperature: The average temperature fluctuates by time of year and is estimated at a high of 75 and low of 58 in January and a high of 89 and low of 76 in July. Keep in mind that temperatures can easily exceed 89 and humidity, which is abundant, contributes to a sticky heat.




    Average days of rain yearly: 131




    Average income: $45,163 (2008)




    Time zone: Eastern Standard Time (EST)




    Local area codes: 305, 786




    Airport: Miami International Airport (MIA)




    Major universities: Florida International University, Florida Memorial College, St. Thomas University, Barry University, University of Miami




    Daily newspaper: The Miami Herald/El Nuevo Herald




    Weekly newspapers: Miami New Times, community newspapers




    Sales tax: 7 percent




    Corporate income tax: 5.5 percent




    Hotel tax: 6 percent




    State income tax: None




    Major employers: University of Miami, Publix Supermarkets, Baptist Health South Florida, American Airlines, Winn-Dixie Stores, United Parcel Service (UPS), Precision Response Corporation, The Home Depot, BellSouth/AT&T, Florida Power & Light Company




    Famous residents: Gloria Estefan, Enrique Iglesias, Anna Kournikova, Shakira, Lenny Kravitz, Oprah, Janet Reno, and OJ Simpson


  




  Northern Miami




  Surfside, Bal Harbour and Bay Harbor are a few Miami neighborhoods on the eastern side of the city, which are popular for beachgoers and locals alike. On the western side of the city, North Miami, Aventura, and Miami Shores are generally residential areas, some of which have major shopping malls and restaurants. North of Miami-Dade County is Broward County, which includes Ft. Lauderdale, Hallandale, and Hollywood. Though these cities will occasionally pop up in the book, its most notable contribution to Miami-Dade County is Ft. Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport, which can be a useful resource for cheaper, or just simply more convenient, flying experiences.




  Southern Miami




  South of Coconut Grove is a slew of densely residential neighborhoods that also host their fair share of cultural offerings. South Miami is home to The Shops at Sunset Place, a beautiful outdoor mall surrounded by dozens of shops, bars, and restaurants. The area is known for its upscale vibe and art festivals are frequently held there. Areas such as Palmetto Bay and Pinecrest are largely residential (also home to basketball superstar Dwayne Wade and the Marley family) but offer ample park space and some solid shopping, food, and cultural options.




  West Miami




  Southwest of Coral Gables is another group of neighborhoods, which are considered part of West Miami. Doral, Homestead, and Kendall are some of the most recognizable among the group. Even farther west will be the Everglades, which means reptiles occasionally debut on the roads the farther west you go. There are a few gems hidden within these predominantly residential and business neighborhoods. While they are not necessarily areas tourists flock to for day trips, there are absolutely worthwhile establishments that deserve a visit.




  
GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND [image: image]





  




  Miami is a sprawling 2,000 square miles, which makes navigation for newbies a bit of a challenge. Finding a local without a car is highly unusual, and very few residents take public transportation regularly. There are specific areas where good ol’ walking is your best bet in central areas; Miami Beach, Coral Gables, and Coconut Grove are a few examples.




  Certain municipalities of the city use numbering for street names and make finding addresses fairly easy. For example, the address the The Falls mall in Kendall, 8888 SW 136th St., indicates that it is located on 136th St. near 88th Ave. Other areas, such as the entirety of Coral Gables, have named streets, which make some sort of map or device almost necessary to find anything via car.




  Expect major delays during rush hour almost anywhere in the city. The same route from South Miami to North Miami Beach that takes 45 minutes regularly can take up to two hours during rush hour. Tune into WIOD (AM 610) for updated traffic delays and conditions regularly.




  GETTING HERE




  Airports




  Major airlines service airports in the Miami area, which is also a popular connection to Central and South America as well as the Caribbean. Various airlines offer specials to cities domestically and abroad. www.kayak.com is the best resource for finding fares on numerous airlines.




  MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT




  4200 NW 21st St., Miami




  (305) 876-7000




  www.miami-airport.com




  Though it’s not always the calmest experience, it is an occasional necessary evil and provides ample dining options. A local favorite, La Carreta, is a Cuban go-to joint that has a cafe on the first floor of Terminal E. Give yourself plenty of time to commute between terminals as some walks can take as long as 30 minutes. A skytrain recently opened, which will transport passengers between the milelong D terminal.




  i Call your airline or the airport in advance to check what terminal your flight departs from. The walk from terminal to terminal can vary significantly so plan ahead, especially for those who need to book wheelchair assistance.




  

    

      Alternative Airports




      Before rushing to book a flight to/from Miami, consider Ft. Lauderdale-Hollywood International (FLL) Airport (100 Aviation Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale; 866-435-9355; www.broward.org/airport) as an alternative. Palm Beach International Airport (1000 Turnage Blvd., West Palm Beach; 561-471-7420; www.pbia.org) is a bit of a trek from Miami, but the TriRail makes getting there simple and cheap.


    


  




  Ground Transportation from the Airport




  Airport Shuttles




  AIRPORT FLYER




  (305) 468-5900




  www.miamidade.gov




  Get to and from Miami Beach for $2.35 each way on this new express bus service. Pick it up at Miami International Airport or a Metro-rail station if you’re going downtown. The Flyer runs every 30 minutes daily from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. and has luggage racks available.




  AIRPORT SUPER EXPRESS




  (305) 807-0270




  http://airportsuperexpress.com




  One-way trips to and from Miami International Airport and Miami Beach start at $45 for 1 to 4 people. Consider this option for groups, especially, as cabs may be less expensive for individuals or couples. Reservations must be made at least 24 hours in advance. Call or e-mail reservations@airportsuperexpress.com for reservations.




  SUPER SHUTTLE




  (305) 871-2000




  www.supershuttle.com




  This nationwide company serves the Greater Miami area and does reasonably priced home pickups. Keep in mind that rates are based on distance and pickup times are typically exponentially early due to multiple pickups in parties.




  Hotel Shuttles




  There are hotels in Miami that offer complimentary (or at least discounted) shuttle service to and from the airport. Ask the hotel if this is a service they offer and if so, check Miami International Airport’s website for a map of Hotel Shuttle Pickup Area.




  i If the pickup time you’re assigned online for a prearranged shuttle seems way too early, adjust your departure time for a later pickup. This is at your own risk, of course, but they usually allot an enormous amount of extra time.




  Taxis




  Taxis can be picked up on-site at the airport almost anywhere in the arrivals area downstairs. There’s a $1 fuel surcharge per passenger and metered rates are $4.50 for the first 1/6 mile and 40 cents for each additional 1/6 mile and per waiting minute. There is also a $2 airport origination fee. Ask about flat rates, as this will eliminate meter watching and guessing.




  Rental Cars




  All on-site companies operate out of the MIA Rental Car Center. Their toll-free numbers, when possible, are listed below:




  ON-SITE RENTAL CAR COMPANIES




  

    	
ACE: (800) 609-7701





    	
Alamo: (800) 327-9633





    	
All Day Rent A Car: (800) 220-5011





    	
Avis: (800) 331-1212





    	
Budget: (800) 527-0700





    	
Dollar: (800) 800-4000





    	
Enterprise: (800) 325-8007





    	
Excellence Luxury Car Rental: (305) 526-0000





    	
E-Z Rent A Car: (800) 277-5171





    	
Global Rent A Car: (866) 635-3060





    	
Hertz: (800) 654-3131





    	
National: (800) 227-7368





    	
Payless: (800) 729-5377





    	
P & P Family Auto Rental: (800) 531-1177





    	
Royal: (800) 314-8616





    	
Thrifty: (800) 367-2277



  




  OFF-SITE RENTAL CAR COMPANIES




  The following off-site car rental companies provide transportation to their offices from the terminal:




  

    	
247 Rent A Car: 2850 NW 40th Ave.; (786) 274-2263





    	
ACO Rent A Car: 2875 NW 42nd Ave.; (800) 526-0440





    	
Advantage Rent A Car: 2751 NW 39th Ave.; (800) 777-5500





    	
Air & Sea Rent A Car: 3970 NW 26th St.; (800) 609-7701





    	
Arrow Auto Rental: 3994 NW 27th St.; (888) 671-2769





    	
Camping World Leasing (RV rental): 3901 NW 16th St., Lauderhill; (800) 278-2275





    	
Miami Rent A Car Plus: 3990 NW 26th St.; (800) 232-0629





    	
Rent Max: 4120 NW 28th St.; (305) 526-2129





    	
Total Auto Rent, LLC: 4050 NW 28th St.; (888) 728-6825



  




  Airport Parking




  There are several options to consider when parking your car at Miami International Airport either short or long term. Valet Parking is located in the North Dolphin Parking Lot on Level 2 across from North Terminal D. An $18 flat rate applies to the first three hours on the first day of parking. After that, fees are $30 for less than 24 hours and $30 for each 24-hour period after that. There is a 20-day limit regardless, but this service is typically most useful for pickups and short-term trips instead of long-term stays. Another perk, however, is the parking attendants get alerted to flight arrivals and are able to have your car waiting.




  Short Term parking is another option for quick visits and a bit less costly then valet. Rates are $2.50 per half hour (or portion of) for a maximum of $30 per day. Short-term parking is available via the departures level and arrivals level with the Dolphin (North) garage and Flamingo (South) garage. The garages are closest to Terminal D and Terminals G, H, and J respectively. All areas are clearly marked when entering the airport.




  Long Term parking is suitable for overnight stays and allows for a maximum of 60 days. Parking is accessible in the the Dolphin (North) Garage for North Terminals D and E as well as the Flamingo (South) Garage for the Central Terminals F and G and South Terminals H and J. Rates are $4 for up to one hour, $8 between one and two hours, $10 between two and three hours, $12 between three and four hours, $15 between four and five hours and $15 for a 24-hour period.




  Economy Park & Ride surface lot is by far your best bet for long-term parking at reduced rates of $8 per day. The only downside is factoring extra time to take the free shuttle from the lot to the airport, but the shuttle is free after all and $8 per day beats $30 per day significantly. The lot is located at 1350 NW 45th Ave. and provides free pickup and drop-off service at covered stops throughout the lot and on the curb of departure Level 2. The shuttle runs every 10 to 15 minutes from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. and every 20 to 25 minutes from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. The lot also accommodates shorter parking for $3 for up to one hour and $6 for between one and two hours.




  i For those who are picking up travelers with minimal luggage, consider meeting at the upper departures level, which is less chaotic and crowded.




  Arriving by Train or Bus




  The local Amtrak station (8303 NW 37th Ave., Miami) runs a route from New York through the East Coast and is located about five miles from Miami International Airport. Within Florida, various stations are served between Miami and Jacksonville. There are four Greyhound stations in Miami, including one at Miami International Airport, though no ticketing facility is available there. Other locations include 4111 NW 27th St., (305) 871-1810; 10801 Caribbean Blvd., Cutler Ridge, (305) 296-9072 and 16000 NW 7th Ave., North Miami, (305) 688-7277.




  GETTING AROUND




  Driving




  Navigating the Turf




  If you plan on getting in the car, familiarize yourself with I-95 (frequently referred to as 95), which runs south to north and technically begins with US 1 in Key West and runs through Maine. It’s common for tolls, especially, to be equipped with cameras—so before you try speeding through the Sun-Pass lane, think twice. Tickets and fines will be mailed to offenders. It’s not unheard of for busy intersections to utilize cameras as well.




  Rules of the Road




  CARPOOL LANE (HOV)




  The HOV lane is available only to vehicles transporting two or more people. Fines will be given for single-occupancy vehicles in this lane.




  CELL PHONES




  There is not technically a law (yet) prohibiting cell phone use while driving, though a law banning texting does exist.




  CHILD SAFETY SEATS




  Florida Child Restraint laws require that children 3 and younger “must be secured in a federally approved child-restraint seat”; 4-and 5-year-old children “must be secured by either a federally approved child restraint seat or safety belt.” Violations will be issued to the driver and carry a $60 fine.




  DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)




  Drivers in the State of Florida are required to take a blood, urine or breath test upon officer request based on the “Implied Consent Law.” One-year license suspension is the penalty for test refusal. As for DUI convictions, the legal limit for of-age drinkers is .08. Drivers under 21 who have a blood alcohol level above .02 will incur a six-month license suspension. According to the Florida DMV, the average cost incurred by a DUI defendant is $8,000, which may also extend to community service, probation, imprisonment, and other punishment based on the severity of offense.




  ROAD CONDITIONS




  Construction is a regular occurrence in Miami, so expect blockages based on this. Weather is the primary concern when it comes to road conditions and drivers should exercise caution during heavy rain and storms.




  SEAT BELTS & HELMETS




  Florida’s seat belt law requires that front seat passengers and passengers under 18 wear seat belts. Seat belt violations cost $30 and apply to all vehicles.




  TEEN DRIVING LAWS




  Teenagers in Florida can obtain their learner’s license at 15 years old and receive their license at least one year later. Learner’s license holders must be with a licensed driver 21 or older at all times, may only drive during daylight for the first three months and up to 10 p.m. after that. Sixteen-year-old license-holders may drive from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. unless commuting to their place of employment.




  Major Roads




  A1A




  This main drag, better known as Collins Avenue, runs from south to north through Miami Beach. The section of it that runs through South Beach is very walkable; once you get to the 60s or so, it’s more residential and traffic heavy.




  

    

      Roadways




      Some people use numbers, some use words, but ultimately they are talking about the same thing. Miami’s roadway system consists of a detailed grid of crisscrossing expressways, causeways, and a turnpike, which are integral to getting around the city if you’re trekking further than your neighborhood niche.




      

        	SR 112: Airport Expressway




        	SR 821: Florida’s Turnpike




        	SR 826: Palmetto Expressway




        	SR 836: Dolphin Expressway




        	SR 874: Don Shula Expressway




        	SR 878: Snapper Creek Expressway




        	SR 934: JFK Causeway




        	I-195: Julia Tuttle Causeway




        	I-395: MacArthur Causeway




        Other major streets that have interchangeable names and numbers include:


        

        	Bird Road: SW 40th Street




        	Calle Ocho: SW 8th Street in Little Havana




        	Coral Way: SW 22nd Street




        	Kendall Drive: SW 88th Street or SR 94




        	LeJeune Road: SW 42nd Avenue




        	Red Road: SW 57th Avenue




        	Tamiami Trail: SW 8th Street


      


    


  




  LINCOLN ROAD




  This may be one of Miami’s most recognizable roads—an irony given that cars aren’t allowed on it. But that’s precisely the reason why it’s all the rage. Lincoln Road runs from Collins Avenue to Bay Road and is lined with an abundance of shops and restaurants, most with great outdoor seating.




  MIRACLE MILE




  This is Coral Gables’ claim to fame, which is driveable and lined with restaurants and shopping. Parking is available on the street but is sometimes easier to find in nearby garages.




  US 1




  South Dixie Highway, more simply US 1, is what it’s called south of downtown and I-95. In Downtown Miami and Brickell it’s called Brickell Avenue and just north of Downtown Miami to North Miami it’s called Biscayne Boulevard. I-95’s northbound express lanes no longer accept cash so a SunPass is required going northbound. Registered hybrid vehicles, vanpools, and carpools with three or more people can get through toll-free.




  Parking




  Parking around the city can be a challenge depending on the neighborhood and parking lot accessibility versus street parking, which requires a bit more effort. The best all-inclusive resource for parking-related issues and questions is the Miami Parking Authority (www.miamiparking.com; 305-373-6789).




  Parking Garages




  Parking garages are a solid option when all else fails, especially when parking for an undetermined amount of time.




  GARAGE NO.1 AT THE COURTHOUSE GARAGE METROMOVER STATION GOVERNMENT CENTER




  40 NW 3rd St., Downtown Miami




  Rates: Free for the first half hour, $6 for half hour up to an hour, $3 for each additional hour, $18 for an entire day and $99 monthly




  Hours: Mon through Fri from 6 a.m. to midnight, Sat from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., closed Sun, open holidays




  GARAGE NO.2 AT THE CULTURAL CENTER GARAGE METROMOVER STATION




  90 SW 1st St., Downtown Miami




  Rates: Free for the first half hour, $6 for half an hour to one hour, $3 for each additional hour, $18 all day, $1 per hour for up to 5 hours from 6 p.m. to midnight Mon through Fri, $140 monthly




  Hours: Mon through Fri from 6 a.m. to midnight, Sat from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., closed Sun, open holidays




  GARAGE NO.3 AT COLLEGE STATION GARAGE




  190 NE 3rd St., Downtown Miami




  Rates: Free for the first half hour, $4 for half an hour up to an hour, $4 each additional hour, $16 maximum, $8 early bird special (in before 9 a.m. and out between 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. Mon through Fri)




  Hours: 24 hours per day, holidays included




  GARAGE NO.4 AT THE CONVENTION CENTER GARAGE




  100 SE 2nd St. in the Bank of America Building, Downtown Miami




  Rates: Free for the first half hour, $7 for half an hour up to one hour, $3 for each additional hour, $19 maximum, $9 early bird special (in before 9 a.m. and out by 3 p.m. Mon through Fri), $210 monthly




  Hours: 24 hours per day including holidays




  GARAGE NO.8 AT THE OAK AVENUE PARKING PLAZA GARAGE




  2850 Oak Ave., Coconut Grove




  Rates: Free for the first half hour, $1 for half an hour up to one hour, $1 for each additional hour, $4 maximum, $5 flat rate Mon through Fri from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m., $49.64 monthly




  Hours: 24 hours per day including holidays




  GARAGE NO.9 AT THE ALLAPATTAH PARKING PLAZA GARAGE




  2090 NW 21 Ter., Northwest Miami




  Rates: Free for the first half hour, $1 for half an hour up to one hour, 50 cents for each additional hour, $5 maximum, $50 monthly




  Hours: Mon through Fri from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sat and Sun from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.




  i Though there’s not technically an app for it, there is a feature on the Miami Parking Authority’s website that recognizes smart phone users and assists with locating nearby parking. Simply go to the MPA website, www.miamiparking.com, and type in a nearby zip code.




  Parking Lots




  There are a handful of major parking lots around the city, which typically charge per hour and may have a maximum that cannot be exceeded. Some of these lots have monthly deals, but there are specific lots around the city that cater to monthly parking. There is a list and details of specific monthly lots on the Miami Parking Authority website. Most rates, whether hourly or monthly, include a 15 percent City of Miami surcharge and 7 percent sales tax.




  LOT #16




  251 SW North River Dr., Downtown Miami




  Rates: $1.50 per hour with an $8 maximum




  Hours: Mon through Sun 6 a.m. to 2 a.m.




  LOT #18 AT THE CIVIC CENTER




  1355 NW 12th St., Northwest Miami




  Rates: $4 per hour, $16 maximum per day, $16 for lost tickets and $5 for night court after 5 p.m.




  Hours: Mon through Fri 6:30 a.m. to 11 p.m., closed Sat, Sun, and holidays




  LOT #19




  Biscayne Boulevard at NE 4th to 5th Streets, Downtown Miami




  Rates: $6 for two hours, $3 per additional hour, $20 during special events, $25 flat rate staring at 3 p.m. during Miami Heat games, $65 monthly rate in section 1 only Mon through Fri




  Hours: Mon through Sun from 6 a.m. to 2 a.m.




  LOT #301 AT OLD PORT BLVD.




  555 Biscayne Blvd., Downtown Miami




  Rates: $2 per hour with a 5-hour maximum




  Hours: Mon through Sun from 7 a.m. to 2 a.m.




  LOT #33




  Under I-95 and SW 1st Street, between 2nd Avenue and 1st Street, Downtown Miami




  Rates: Free for the first 30 minutes, $4 for up to an hour, $2 for each additional half hour with a $14 maximum and $90 monthly




  Hours: Mon through Fri from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., closed Sat and Sun




  LOT #43




  56 SW 1st St., Downtown Miami




  Rates: $5 per hour with a $20 maximum




  Hours: 24 hours per day




  LOT #67 AT THE COCONUT GROVE CONVENTION CENTER




  South Bay Shore Drive & Pan American Drive, Coconut Grove




  Rates: $70.75 monthly




  Hours: Vary based on events at the Convention Center




  LOT #68 AT WATSON ISLAND CHILDREN’S MUSEUM




  1050 MacArthur Causeway, Miami Beach




  Rates: $1 per hour with an 8-hour limit, $75 monthly




  Hours: 24 hours per day




  LOT #70 AT WATSON ISLAND




  Watson Island Boat, Miami Beach




  Rates: $10 daily for a 12-hour period, $70 monthly




  Hours: 24 hours per day




  LOT #71 AT THE SEMINOLE BOAT RAMP




  2710 S. Bayshore Dr., Coconut Grove




  Rates: $10 daily, $100 for an annual pass for residents that is valid from Mon through Fri, $50.24 for seniors over 62




  Hours: 24 hours per day




  LOT #72




  South Bayshore Drive and Aviation Avenue, Coconut Grove




  Rates: $4 per hour with a $20 (5-hour) maximum




  Hours: Mon through Sat from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.




  LOT #76




  1269 NW Miami Court, Downtown Miami




  Rates: $10 for 12 hours, $50 monthly




  Hours: 24 hours per day




  LOT #77




  Under I-395, North Miami Avenue and North Miami Court between NW 11th and 12th Streets, Downtown Miami




  Rates: $10 for 12 hours




  Hours: 24 hours per day




  LOT #78




  Under I-395, NW 1st Avenue and NE 1st Avenue between NE 12th and 13th Streets, Downtown Miami




  Rates: $50 monthly




  Hours: 24 hours per day




  GOVERNMENT CENTER LOT A




  200 NW 1st Ave., Homestead




  Rates: $4 per hour, $5 after 3 p.m. with a $12 maximum and $100 monthly




  Hours: Mon through Fri from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sat from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., closed Sun




  GOVERNMENT CENTER LOT B




  430 NW 1st Ave., Homestead




  Rates: $6 flat rate, $75 monthly




  Hours: Mon through Fri from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., closed Sat and Sun




  ARSHT CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ART LOT C




  1300 Biscayne Blvd., Downtown Miami




  Rates: $30 monthly




  Hours: Mon through Fri from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.




  

    

      Local Shuttles




      Instead of driving or walking in certain neighborhoods, take advantage of inexpensive shuttles to get you around. This includes the Metromover, which runs from Brickell to the Adrienne Arsht Performing Arts Center, and could save lots of parking money.




      The Brickell Key Shuttle runs every 15 minutes Mon to Sat from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. It’s only 25 cents each way and operates between the local Metrorail/Metromover station and Brickell Key. Stops are made along Coral Way, SW 2nd Avenue, SW 8th and 10th Streets, Brickell Avenue, and Brickell Bay Drive.




      The South Beach Local (305-770-3131) provides a similar service for 25 cents from south Alton Road until 6th Street, West Avenue, Washington Avenue, and a few other stops as far north as 17th Street and Dade Boulevard. Shuttles run every 20 minutes from 7:40 a.m. to 10 a.m., every 12 minutes from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and every 20 minutes from 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. Mon through Sat; every 20 minutes from 10 a.m. to noon, every 12 minutes from 12 to 6 p.m., and every 20 minutes from 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. on Sun and holidays.


    


  




  Public Transportation




  Most of the local modes of transportation are managed by the City of Miami-Dade (www.miamidade.gov); customer service can be reached at (305) 891-3131. The Metrobus has bus lines that run throughout the entire city and carry a $2 per trip fare. Certain routes are best served via the aboveground Metrorail, which runs from Dadeland in the Kendall/South Miami area up to Hialeah, which is a bit north of Miami proper and costs $2 per ride. Sadly, this can’t be taken to any airport and you’ll have to walk a bit to get to the station. The Tri-Rail (800-874-7245; www.tri-rail.com) is a highly useful option for travel farther north than Miami. Fares are based on travel distance, all of which are affordable and worthwhile. You can take this from Miami International Airport all the way up to West Palm Beach. Ft. Lauderdale Airport is almost halfway between, so it’s a great money/time saver if you’re making the trek.




  Taxis & Limousines




  In areas like Miami Beach and Coconut Grove, hailing a taxi is no problem. But in more residential areas, calling a taxi might be necessary. Super Yellow Taxi can be reached at (305) 888-7777 and Miami Taxi Service at (305) 525-4255.




  Biking




  Biking is an effective way to get around individual neighborhoods but the complex highway system doesn’t make biking area-to-area particularly friendly. Fortunately, Miami does have a Master Plan to improve this. In the meantime, there are a few web-sites that cater to the local bike scene including http://bikemiamiblog.wordpress.com, which lists events and group rides in the city and www.mapmyride.com for rides, routes, and events. Website http://miamibikescene.blogspot.com lists local events and shops and also hosts a free monthly event on the last Friday of the month promoting all forms of “self-propelled commuters” throughout the city. Below you will find listings of bike rental businesses, which are located throughout the city.
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    Miami Bicycle Master Plan




    In 2008, the Miami Green Commission established the Bicycle Action Commission, which continues to cultivate Miami as a bike-friendly city. Short-and long-term goals were established for the city’s biking infrastructure and changes have already been made to make the landscape more bike-friendly. One of the major issues being tackled is the car prevalence and heavy traffic, which are not conducive to safe biking environments for commuters especially. The Miami Bicycle Master Plan is working on implementing and improving nearly 300 miles of bikeways to contribute to access of 33 percent of the city’s streets, opposed to the 1.6 percent available now. While this plan will not be completed until 2030, the progression toward this goal will contribute to the growing biking accessibility over the next years. The 2010 Bicycle Network plan will yield significant improvements and enhancements. Bicyclists can expect the following: Over 15 network miles of bike-way will be added as well as 6 miles of improved existing bikeway space. With 23 projects in the works, cyclists can also expect over 13 added bicycle lane miles and over a mile of shared use path and greenway miles.


  




  Bike Rentals




  When it comes to renting bikes, there are plenty of options throughout the city. Ask for a bike map, as many stores offer them for free.




  BIKE AND ROLL




  210 10th St., Miami Beach




  (305) 604-0001




  www.bikeandroll.com




  Bike and Roll offers hourly and daily bike rentals that are $8 per hour and $25 per day and include locks, helmets, maps, and additional accessories. For those seeking a bit more structured biking, take advantage of daily 2.5-hour Art Deco bike tours that depart from the Bike and Roll location at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Call in advance to sign up and pay; the tour is $39 for adults and $29 for students with a valid ID, which includes a bike, helmet, and the tour itself.




  i As of fall 2010, the City of Miami Beach rolled out the DecoBike bicycle sharing and rental program for locals and tourists alike. Over 100 stations are located throughout the city and a major credit card is needed for rentals, which are available hourly, daily and monthly (ideal for locals). Visit www.decobike.com for more information.




  BILL BAGGS CAPE FLORIDA STATE PARK




  1200 South Crandon Blvd., Key Biscayne




  (305) 361-5811




  www.floridastateparks.org/capeflorida




  This state park can be explored on a bicycle, which is easily accessible and affordable at the facility. A variety of bikes can be rented and prices vary based on bike type: regular bikes are $3 per half hour, cruiser bikes are $5 per half hour. English bikes, tandem bikes, and tricycles are $5 per half hour and $8 per hour; quad bikes that seat 4 people are available and cost $10 per half hour and $15 per hour. Bikers can cruise around the park from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. (or until sunset depending on the time of year) daily and year-round. There is a $4 parking fee for single-occupant cars and $8 parking fee for carpool vehicles.




  FRITZ’S SKATE, BIKE AND SURF SHOP




  1620 Washington Ave., Miami Beach




  (305) 532-1954




  www.fritzsmiamibeach.com




  Centrally located in Miami Beach, this well-known bike shop has hourly and daily rentals, which start at $10 per hour and $24 per hour for a 24-hour period and allows renters to keep the bike overnight. For those vacationing for an extended period of time, consider the $70 weekly option, which allows renters to return the bike after a 1-week rental. In-line skaters can also rent from Fritz’s for the same prices as bikes but carry a $100 refundable deposit. Though bike rentals require a $200 refundable deposit, all items come with a lock, key, and helmet.




  JB BIKE SHOP




  7316 Collins Ave., Miami Beach




  (305) 866-3622




  http://jbbikeshop.com




  Daily and weekly rentals are available starting at $24 per day for mountain bikes and $45 per day for heavy-duty mountain bikes. Weekly rentals are $80 for mountain bikes and $160 for road bikes. There is a hefty $250 credit card deposit required for mountain bikes and $600 for road bikes, but it’s completely refundable. Locks are included with all rentals.




  MANGROVE CYCLES




  260 Crandon Blvd., Suite 6, Key Biscayne




  (305) 361-5555




  www.mangrovecycles.com




  This is the go-to bike rental spot in Key Biscayne as it offers reasonable rentals per hour or per day. Basic, luxury, performance, and kids bikes are available for slightly different rental rates. Basic bikes are $15 per 2 hours, $20 for 1 day, $45 for 3 days and $65 for 1 week. Luxury bikes that are multiple speeds with hand brakes and aluminum frames start at $20 for 2-hour rentals, $25 for day-long rentals, $60 for 3-day rentals and $85 for weekly rentals. Kid’s bikes are available for children ages 4 to 6 (16" bike) and 6 to 9 (20" bike) for $15 for 2 hours, $20 daily, $25 for 3 days and $65 weekly. Finally, performance bikes, which include speed and distance computers, air pumps, and seat bags, cost $30 for 2 hours, $40 per day, $80 per 3 days and $125 weekly. All rentals include a free bike trail map and most rentals can be fitted with front baskets. Helmets cost a bit extra but are highly recommended.




  i Those who love biking and want tours of the city should scope out the handful of bike tours available. See the Attractions chapter for more information.




  

    

      Bike Miami Days




      March is Miami’s official Bike Month and since 2008 the city has given locals incentive to pay homage to biking even more frequently. Bike Miami Days are community events held monthly that allow bicyclists to ride with small groups in different neighborhoods and gather on a street that is made car-free to celebrate Miami biking culture. Visit http://bikemiamiblog.wordpress.com for more information.


    


  




  MIAMI BEACH BICYCLE CENTER




  601 5th St., Miami Beach




  (305) 531-4161




  www.bikemiamibeach.com




  Hourly, daily, and weekly rentals are available for standard bicycles, tandem bikes, and road bikes. Hourly rates are $8 per hour, $24 daily and $80 weekly. Tandem bikes are a bit pricier—$15 per hour and $45 per day. Reservations are recommended for road bikes.




  WHEELEEZ RENTALS




  1655 James Ave., Miami Beach




  (305) 428-2767




  www.miamibicyclerentals.com




  There’s a vast range of rentals and customizable options at this Miami Beach rental shop, which make for a family-friendly activity. Standard mountain, standard hybrid, comfort mountain, and comfort hybrid bikes cost $9 per hour and $27 daily. Tandem bikes cost $17 per hour and $51 per day. Kids bikes are also available—small 20" bikes are $7 per hour and $21 per day; large 24" bikes are $9 per hour and $27 per day. A few add-ons include tag-a-longs to hook on to adult bikes for kids at $7 per hour and $21 per day, trailers at $20 per day and baby seats at $20 per day. All rentals include maps, helmets, locks, front packs, and baskets for no extra charge. Also on the menu are scooters and long boards; guided bike tours are available for $59, including the bike. Check the website for a 10 percent discount coupon.
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  While Miami is fairly young by European standards, it still encompasses a rich history that outlines some major historical developments in the world economy. Originally the home of Native Americans, Florida was another victim of European colonialism, which explains much of the historical trajectory. Simply the locale of Miami—the water, fertile land, weather, and geographic setting—made it an inevitable hot spot for conflict and development from the very beginning.




  The Tequesta Indians are the first known inhabitants of the area of Miami, whose history traces back to 10,000 BC. In the 16th century, the Spanish “rediscovered” the area and took it on as a European colonization project. The Native Americans legacy still lives on—Tequesta Trace Middle School is located in Broward County and Calusa Elementary School in Palm Beach refers to the Calusa Indians who also lived in the region.




  Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de Leon arrived in Florida in 1513 and is still recognized throughout the city—a condo, street, hotel, and middle school are named after him. The Fountain of Youth was allegedly in the state, which is what Ponce de Leon was after. In 1565 Spanish explorer Pedro Menéndez de Avilés landed on modern-day St. Augustine and it became the oldest port city in the country. When the Treaty of Paris formally ended the American Revolution the Spanish obtained control, which was in affect until 1821 when the United States acquired the entire state.




  DEVELOPMENT & DEPRESSION




  An enormous portion of Florida’s population was enslaved at the time the state became part of the union in 1845. Once the state became part of US territory, migration began, as people sought farming opportunities. As part of the Confederacy, Florida was considered a slave state until January 1861.




  In the 1890s Julia Tuttle, who would later become an integral pioneer of the city, moved to Miami. Tuttle purchased a several-hundred-acre citrus plantation near the Miami River. Using her monopoly on the citrus market after two consecutive weather freezes in 1894 and 1895, which rendered the citrus elsewhere in the state unusable, she lured railroad tycoon Henry Flagler to see the fertile land and extend his railroad from northern Florida into Miami.




  As a result of the railroad construction and later the railroad’s existence, Miami’s accessibility and “freeze-proof” land made it a desirable destination. Likewise, demand for accommodations and restaurants soon followed, capitalizing on the tropical landscape and beaches. In 1896, less than a decade after Tuttle moved to the area, the City of Miami was incorporated. Diversity was part of Miami from early on; the first mayor of Miami was Irish Catholic and Jewish businessmen settled in the city alongside Bahamians. The first hotel, W.J. Brown Hotel, opened on Miami Beach in 1914 and marked the beginning of beach development.
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    Inside Scoop: Historical Hot Spots




    “Miami is laden with mostly unknown historical spots and sites, including parts of the famous Miami Beach Art Deco District that most people are unaware of including the old City Hall (12th and Washington Avenue) and the Jewish Museum of Florida (301 Washington Ave.). The fountain at the entrance to Normandy Isle (go west from Collins Avenue or Indian Creek Drive over the first bridge and the fountain will be right in front of you) was built by Henry Levy, who built not only Normandy Isle but the lower third of Surfside, which he had named Normandy Beach. The streets on Normandy Isle are named after streets in Paris, which is where Mr. Levy was from.




    “The coral rock house at 11th and Washington Avenue, one of Miami Beach’s oldest buildings, has been preserved and is now a restaurant. The building facing Biscayne Street just east of Washington Avenue was the second Joe’s Stone Crab Restaurant, although it is now incorporated into the expanded restaurant, which is not only the oldest eating house under continuous management and operation in the state of Florida but is one of the 50 top-grossing independent restaurants in the country.”




    —Seth Bramson, Miami historian and author, www.sethbramson.com


  




  Despite the city flourishing, the Great Miami Hurricane of 1926 propelled the city into the Great Depression, which began for the rest of the country around 1929. A few concurrent happenings are credited with uplifting the struggling city even before many of its similarly sized counterparts around the country. Pan American Airways was at the forefront of modern aviation and began flying from Key West (later Miami) to Cuba with airmail and passengers.




  Capitalizing on Miami’s location, Pan Am developed the phrase “Gateway to the Americas,” which it undoubtedly developed into. Battling against German submarines during World War II also facilitated its recovery and migration to Miami postwar was not uncommon.




  SEGREGATION & RACISM




  Of the 502 voters who were counted during the city’s 1896 incorporation, 100 were black and predominantly responsible for the city’s construction. As early as then, if not earlier, segregation was a visible occurrence. The city established “Colored Town,” now known as Overtown, located north of today’s Downtown Miami, which is still a predominantly black neighborhood.




  Like many Southern states, segregation was a very real force in Miami’s history and racism against blacks was not uncommon. This even extended into segregation of beaches—Virginia Key Beach Park was a historically black beach during the mid 1940s, especially. There was also open anti-Semitism, an irony considering the prevalent involvement of Jewish developers.
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    Historic Timeline of Miami




    

      	
10,000 BC: First known Tequesta Indians are in Florida





      	
1513 & 1565: Juan Ponce de Leon lands in Florida seeking the elusive Fountain of Youth and Pedro Menéndez de Avilés founds northern Floridian city St. Augustine





      	
1783: Spanish regains control of Florida after the Treaty of Paris





      	
1821: The United States acquires Florida and migration begins





      	
1835–1842: Second Seminole War against the United States resulting in exile to the west





      	
1845: Florida becomes part of the union and joins the Confederacy during the Civil War





      	
1870s: William and Mary Brickell move to Miami; other developers begin purchasing and developing land





      	
1891: Julia Tuttle moves to Miami and purchases a large citrus plantation





      	
1896: Miami is incorporated





      	
1898: Soldiers in Miami during the Spanish-American War decide to settle and continue migration trend





      	
1914: Miami’s first hotel is opened, spurring more migration, tourism and development





      	
1926: Major hurricane hits and propels Miami into an early depression





      	
1959: Castro comes to power in Cuba, Cubans migrate en masse to Miami





      	
1973: The Miami Dolphins win the Super Bowl and go down in history for a perfect season





      	
1980: Over 100,000 Cubans migrate to the United States during the Mariel boatlift





      	
1984: Miami Vice airs





      	
1992: Hurricane Andrew hits and devastates Miami





      	
1997: Gianni Versace is murdered in front of his South Beach home, which is now a tourist destination





      	
1999: Cuban child Elián Gonzalez is a news centerpiece after being brought to the US from sea





      	
2002: Art Basel debuts in Miami





      	
2006: The Adrienne Arsht Performing Arts Center, one of the largest in the country, is built
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    Firsthand Florida History




    Anyone seeking a bit of insight about particular municipalities can swing by a slew of city-sponsored exhibits that are open throughout the week. Many of these are free and open to the public.




    The City of Coral Gables features an historical display in its City Hall (405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables; 305-446-6800; www.coralgables.com), which has been on the National Register of Historic Places since the 1970s and features a free exhibit chronicling the history of the Spanish-Mediterranean city. It’s hard to miss City Hall, a Coral Gables architectural highlight, which is almost entirely made out of coral on the exterior and was built in 1927.




    The City of North Miami Beach has a similar display in its City Hall (17011 NE 19th Ave., North Miami Beach; 305-947-7581; www.citynmb.com). Sunny Isles Beach, located north of Miami Beach has a Hall of History in its City Hall (18070 Collins Ave., Sunny Isles Beach; 305-947-0606; www.sibfl.net).




    History buffs can head to the Historical Museum of Southern Florida (101 West Flagler St., Miami; 305-375-1492; www.hmsf.org) to view and utilize their extensive collections, research center and publications available in addition to exhibitions that rotate throughout the year. The collections include topics ranging from Southeast Florida to Caribbean areas, influence and peoples, Native Americans, and a range of industries that shaped South Florida as we know it today. The research center includes a library and archives that is open to the public and features photographs, maps, and pictures; object collections are also available and are open by appointment to scholars. The permanent exhibition, Tropical Dreams: A People’s History of South Florida, chronicles South Florida history from prehistoric times to present-day life and is open to visitors throughout the year. The museum occasionally offers a free day every week. Call for more information.




    The Miami-Dade Public Library’s Florida Department (101 West Flagler St., Miami; 305-375-5023; www.mdpls.org) has an extensive collection of rare books, photographs, and documents including newspapers dating back to Florida’s early years. A collection of 17,500 photographic negatives and prints from the 1950s are also included, which is known as the Gleason Waite Romer Collection.


  




  MODERN HISTORY




  After Fidel Castro took control of Cuba in 1959, Miami’s Cuban immigrant population began to grow exponentially. This has become part of the fabric of modern-day Miami and continues to encompass the city’s distinct character. In the 1990s, Elián Gonzales was a media centerpiece after being rescued at sea and becoming embroiled in a custody battle that landed him back in Cuba.




  Another notable modern occurrence was Hurricane Andrew, which affected anyone in or around Miami in August 1992 and was one of the most destructive hurricanes the city had seen in decades. The catastrophe shapes the rest of the decade, requiring massive rebuilding efforts and costing an estimated $20 billion. The 2005 hurricane season, notoriously known as the year Katrina devastated New Orleans, also hit Miami hard.




  After a major financial crisis within the next decade, Miami recovered and has been on the rise in many aspects since 2001. Various historic landmarks, such as the Art Deco architecture, shower the landscape of the city and make it both a draw for visitors and something to discover. That art vibe has flourished in the city and prominent events, such as Art Basel Miami Beach, now attracts visitors throughout the year. A variety of notable events and names have built Miami’s reputation and popularity, including its architecture, sports teams, television emphasis, and celebrity presence.




  
ACCOMMODATIONS [image: image]





  




  In an enormous city, there is an enormous range of accommodations: hotel, motel, hostel . . . you name it. The post–World War II “Boom Over Miami” resulted in the iconic South Beach we know so well—miles of beaches lined with swanky Deco hotels. If you dig glam but prefer to stay away from the beach scene, you’ll find equally upscale properties in Coral Gables and Coconut Grove, especially. For those who simply can’t afford the glitz but want to be in the spotlight, Miami Beach offers a slew of affordable hotels, smaller hotels, and motels that accommodate nearly any budget and the main sacrifice you’ll make is a view. Fortunately, the iconic (usually meaning expensive) hotels aren’t the only spots to temporarily call home. A number of affordable hotels and motels still have the same Deco charm without the enormous price tag. Downtown Miami is also a good location to park yourself as it is centrally located to the beach as well as the rest of the city. West Miami generally caters to an airport crowd and there are a number of airport hotels that make early departures easy.




  OVERVIEW




  In this chapter, accommodations are listed alphabetically by location and then name. Keep in mind that the list is not comprehensive and is focused on neighborhoods that visitors are most likely to stay. Even so, not every property is covered and non-chains are highlighted. Additionally, certain areas such as the northern and southern regions of the city are densely residential and offer few accommodations that are not chains. Websites such as www.kayak.com and www.hotels.com are good resources for searching comprehensive listings.




  Price Code




  Words of wisdom: Steer away from spring break if you want to have any semblance of a reasonable room rate. Rates fluctuate greatly and booking in advance is advisable. From mid November through Easter, tourist season is in full swing and prices don’t begin to decrease until around March. Off-season rates majorly rival winter rates by up to half off, but keep in mind that swanky beachside hotels will exploit their goods year-round. Watch out for taxes, which are typically 12.5 percent on top of your bill, and odd service charges on the beach especially.




  Keep in mind that the price code pertains to per night rates; this indicates the average or lowest rates, which both fluctuate rapidly. Price codes do not include taxes, gratuities, or add-ons. Consider most listings as ranging up to $$$$.




  $ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Less than $100




  $$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 to $200




  $$$ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200 to $300




  $$$$ . . . . . . . . . . . .More than $300




  Quick Index by Cost




  $$$$




  Biltmore Hotel, Coral Gables, 31




  Hotel Beaux Arts Miami, Downtown Miami, 31




  Mandarin Oriental, Brickell, 29




  Ritz-Carlton Coconut Grove, Coconut Grove, 30




  Ritz-Carlton Key Biscayne, Key Biscayne, 32




  The Ritz-Carlton Miami Beach, Miami Beach, 36




  The Setai, Miami Beach, 36




  Viceroy Miami, Brickell, 30




  The Villa by Barton G., Miami Beach, 37




  $$$




  Conrad Miami, Brickell, 29




  Delano Hotel, Miami Beach, 34




  Fontainebleau Miami Beach, Miami Beach, 34




  Four Seasons, Brickell, 29




  Grove Isle Hotel and Spa, Coconut Grove, 30




  JW Marriott Marquis Miami, Downtown Miami, 32




  Mayfair Hotel and Spa, Coconut Grove, 30




  The National Hotel Miami Beach, Miami Beach, 35




  The Raleigh, Miami Beach, 36
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