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Dear Reader,

It was a challenge and a pleasure to write this book. As I wrote, selecting topics and a vocabulary that would be useful and interesting, I thought, “Who are you? A friend, a colleague, a student in a university class, such as I used to teach?”

Perhaps, I imagined, you are a recent graduate, starting out in life. On the other hand, now that your children are grown, you may be a mother rejoining the work force. You could also be a person seeking advancement in your present position. Nor would it surprise me if you are a senior citizen looking for mental stimulation. Age is not a barrier to acquiring new knowledge. Whoever you are, whatever your needs, this book is for you.

Learning is an adventure. As you travel through the pages of this book, bon voyage. May your journey be productive and enjoyable and may it lead to future adventures, success, and good fortune. Best wishes.

Sincerely,









    
      

      This book is dedicated with love and gratitude to my loving children and their spouses: my daughter, Catherine, and her late husband, Joe; my sons Michael and Alexander; and my dear daughters-in-law, Carol and Susan.

    

  
    
      

      Welcome to the EVERYTHING® series!

      THESE HANDY, accessible books give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, comprehend a fascinating topic, prepare for an exam, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten.

      You can read an EVERYTHING® book from cover to cover or just pick out the information you want from our four useful boxes: e-facts, e-ssentials, e-alerts, and e-questions. We literally give you everything you need to know on the subject, but throw in a lot of fun stuff along the way, too.

      We now have well over 300 EVERYTHING® books in print, spanning such wide-ranging topics as weddings, pregnancy, wine, learning guitar, one-pot cooking, managing people, and so much more. When you're done reading them all, you can finally say you know EVERYTHING®!

      [image: illustration]Facts: Important sound bytes of information

      [image: illustration]Essentials: Quick and handy tips
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      [image: illustration]Questions?: Solutions to common problems

    

  

Contents




Top Ten Ways to Improve Your Vocabulary









Introduction









Chapter 1: Words for Work and Words for Home







Getting Ready



Workplace Words



Shopping Vocabulary



Banking and Business Words



Talking with Friends



Talking at Home



Final Review





Chapter 2: Mispronounced and Misused Words







Initial Letter Mispronunciation



Omitted Letters



Wrongly Accented Syllables



Accent on the Right Syllable



Confusion Between Nouns and Verbs



Misleading Homophones



Final Review





Chapter 3: Bad Grammar and Misused Phrases







What Is Grammar?



Tense Makes Sense



The Future Tense: Shall and Will




Consider the Case



Pronouns, Verbs, and Case-Form Errors



Pronouns: Who, Whoever, Whom, Whomever




Preposition and Pronoun Errors



Topic-Related Vocabulary



Final Review





Chapter 4: Broken Rules







Simple but Troublesome Verbs



The Trouble with Contractions



The Dreaded Double Negative



Misunderstanding Lay, Lie, and Lie




Correct Speech



Words of Wisdom



Final Review





Chapter 5: Personal Health and Medical Terminology







You and Your Body



When Health Problems Happen



Choosing the Right Practitioner



Other Health Care Professionals



Understanding Diagnostic Tests



Specialists and Dental Care



Final Review





Chapter 6: Pregnancy, Childhood, and Parenting







Pregnancy and Birth



A Child's Positive Characteristics



A Child's Negative Characteristics



Negative Parenting Styles



Positive Parenting Styles



Final Review





Chapter 7: The Universe: Scientific Terminology







Star Gazing



Digging Deep



Beneath the Sea



The Invisible World



Clouds and Weather



Final Review





Chapter 8: The Law and Legal Terms







Marriage and Children



Money Matters



Wills and Estates



Accidents and Lawsuits



Victims and Crime



A Day in Court



Final Review





Chapter 9: Power Words







Business Meeting Words



Job Application Words



Business Troubles Vocabulary



Pep Talk Words



Daily Power Words



Negotiation



Final Review





Chapter 10: Action and Event Words







Positive Action Words



Negative Action Words



Naughty Action Words



Happy Events



Sad Events



Disastrous Events



Final Review





Chapter 11: Appearance and Character Words







Negative First Impressions



Negative Physical Appearances



Negative Personality Traits



Positive First Impressions



Positive Physical Appearance



Positive Personality Traits



Final Review





Chapter 12: Fine Arts Vocabulary







A Night at the Opera



A Symphony Concert



The Ballet



A Visit to the Art Museum



Color Vocabulary



The Essence of Poetry



Final Review





Chapter 13: Potpourri: Emotions and Essentials







Feelings and Emotions



Phobias



Essential Words



Clichés



Vulgarism, Profanity, and Slang



Final Review





Chapter 14: International Languages







Latin and the Roman Empire



French Words and Phrases



Learning German



Viva Italia



Spain and Its Languages



Russian Words



Final Review



Your Improved Vocabulary





Appendix: Exercise Answer Key









    
      

      Acknowledgments

      With much thanks, gratitude, and affection, I wish to acknowledge the following persons for their professional support and guidance. First on my list are the Adams Media editors. I thank Gina Chaimanis, who was always ready to answer my questions, to make helpful suggestions, and to resolve any problems that I encountered.
Thank you, also, to editor Katie McDonough, whose expertise brought this project to a favorable conclusion. A special thank-you to my agent Mary Sue Seymour for her invaluable assistance in fostering my writing career. Many thanks to Irene Franett, Dottie Roberts, and the other members of the Lagoon Point Book Club for their interest and support. No acknowledgment would be complete without a word of gratitude to my son Alexander, Hilde Mott, Kelly Ess, Emily Miller, Kathy and Bob Rodgers, Jack Maxwell, and Judy Von Drachek for their computer skills and technical assistance. Another big thank-you to everyone who shared in the creative process of writing this book including my brother, Dmitry Stone, for his input as a marine biologist; Tom Heerhartz, for his knowledge of German; and my friend and colleague Patricia Oelwein.

    

  
    
      

      
      Top Ten Ways to Improve Your Vocabulary

      
        	Learn thirty new words in six days

        	Learn new everyday workplace words

        	Learn how to avoid misusing words

        	Learn grammar etiquette the easy way

        	Learn executive power words

        	Learn medical terms pertaining to your body, your health, and your doctor

        	Learn legal words you should know

        	Learn what words to use when applying for a job

        	Learn to speak correctly and confidently

        	Learn foreign words and phrases everyone should know

      

    

  
    
      

      
      
[image: illustration]Introduction

      Communication is how we use words to interact with each other. We use words in order to inform, to gain information, to obtain what we need, to resolve problems, to express our feelings, and much more.

      Your speech and the words you use define who you are. An effective use of words, the ability to say exactly what you mean, using and pronouncing essential words correctly gives you power and status.

      In order to be a successful communicator and to get ahead in life, you may need to improve your vocabulary. The goal of this book is to provide you with the top essential words that every educated person should be able to use and define. A good vocabulary is, for example, likely to impress a potential employer if you're applying for a job. The use of appropriate words can help you communicate better with a doctor or dentist when you have a health problem.

      Knowledge of legal terms is an essential tool when you need to read and understand a contract or confer with an attorney. Such knowledge can save you time and money and prevent costly mistakes.

      Each chapter will contain word games, puzzles, exercises, and a list of words related to a specific category. For example, you will find chapters that offer essential medical, scientific, or legal terms.

      There will be twenty or more essential words in each chapter. By the time you finish this book, you will have read, studied, and had the opportunity of learning more than 400 words. Some of the words may be familiar, but you have not been using them in your daily speech. In this case, a refresher course such as this book provides may be exactly what you need to prompt you to include these words when you write or speak, adding a spark and interest to your language. Whatever your vocabulary range may be, approach this book as a learning experience. We learn through action and participation. Reading the material as you would read a novel will not serve to improve your vocabulary.

      To gain maximum benefit, give yourself at least six days to study each chapter. At this rate, you can learn up to five new words a day. To help you with your daily study, word lists, exercises, and puzzles will be divided into sections according to specific topics and headings with the expectation that a section can be completed within thirty to sixty minutes of study. All the words that you encounter will be defined with a guide to correct pronunciation. Sample sentences will demonstrate how your new vocabulary can be used in a conversation or in written material. Answers to specific exercises are given in the appendix. Approach this book and the knowledge it offers with a light heart. Do not fret if you are unable to complete an assignment in thirty or sixty minutes, or work through a chapter in six days. There is no time limit on how long it may take you to achieve your goal. Learning takes time. Remember that an improved vocabulary of 400 words begins with the acquisition of a single new word.
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[image: illustration]Words for Work and Words for Home

      Depending on their background, age, gender, place of employment, and lifestyle, people develop their own vocabulary. This vocabulary may fall into several categories. There are words that apply only to their jobs. For example, the terms used by a machinist, engineer, or construction worker are different from those used by a businessperson whose conversation may focus on projects, conferences, and reports. In a store, bank, or post office, the same individuals use another set of words. Among friends and at home, vocabularies become colloquial and casual.

      
Getting Ready

      This chapter includes different words that are relevant to the workplace and other daily activities. Plan to study one section per day. Keep a notebook for writing words, working on exercises, and solving word games.

      Like the athlete who takes time to warm up and flex his muscles before engaging in a strenuous activity, you will begin flexing your brain cells with a few basic wordplay exercises. The purpose is to prepare you for the challenge of learning a new lexicon and to turn your thoughts to letters and sounds. Words are fun; they expand your mind. One letter, for example, can change the meaning of a word. The following exercises with letters and words will accelerate your mental responses as you journey through increasingly complex word play and new word acquisition games.

      
Workplace Words

      There are many ways that you, depending on your job, can describe what you do and how you feel about your work. Since your goal is to improve and expand your vocabulary, this section will list words that are relevant to a workplace. Perhaps you'll find new words that express exactly what you may want to say about your boss, your coworkers, and your own job responsibilities. Before you begin studying the Workplace Words, Exercise 1 will give you a chance to see how many of the words you already know.

      
        Exercise 1: Definitions: True or False?
      

      Look at each vocabulary word in the left column and the definitions given for it. Determine if the definitions are true or false. Write T for true, F for false.

      
        
          
          
          
        
        
          
            	Word
            	Definition
            	T or F
          

        
        
          
            	arduous
            	Stubborn
            	_______________
          

          
            	diligence
            	Constant effort
            	_______________
          

          
            	echelon
            	Loud echo
            	_______________
          

          
            	inept
            	Awkward
            	_______________
          

          
            	egalitarian
            	Fair person
            	_______________
          

        
      

      To check your answers, refer to the appendix or the following vocabulary list.

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	arduous, adj.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	ar-du-ous
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Exceedingly difficult or challenging
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        Drilling the tunnel is an arduous task.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	diligence, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	dil-i-gence
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Constant effort; hard work
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The employee's diligence earned him a promotion.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	echelon, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	ech-e-lon
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Level of command
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The company's upper echelon gave their approval.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	egalitarian, adj.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	e-gal-i-tar-i-an
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Believing in fairness and equality
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        An egalitarian boss treats all her employees fairly and doesn't show favoritism.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	inept, adj.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	in-ept
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Awkward, inefficient, unskilled
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The nursing intern was too inept to remain in the program.
      

      
        Exercise 2: Write, Say, Define
      

      Write the Workplace Words in your notebook. Study the pronunciation. Say the words. Write the definitions and indicate whether a word is a noun, a verb, or an adjective.

      
        Exercise 3: Use the Words
      

      Now it's time to use these words as much as possible when you speak to friends, colleagues, or family members. You can say, for example, “I learned five new words today. I will tell you what they are.” Or, you could also use one of the words to talk about your work. Instead of saying, “I had a hard day,” surprise your family by remarking in a more articulate manner, “I had an arduous day at the office.”

      
        More Workplace Words
      

      Once you begin the study of a subject, it is important to review what you have learned the previous day before plunging ahead into new territory. Learning, as you may recall from your school days, involves understanding and memorization. As you become familiar with novel ideas, newly presented information, or a new vocabulary, your brain becomes much more receptive to retaining further knowledge if you take the time to review and practice what you have already learned. It's a good idea, therefore, to open your notebook and review the previously studied vocabulary before you turn to the next set of words.

      
        
[image: illustration]Essential

        The word inundate comes from the Latin word inundatus. Inundatus originates from a combination of two words, in, which in Latin can mean either in or on, and the word undare, which means to overflow. Additionally, the word inundate that signifies overflow is derived from the Latin wave, unda. Thus from a combination of Latin words we get the English word inundate.

      

      Your brain, like the rest of your body, is capable of achieving new skills. Physical exercise can strengthen your muscles and develop body control. With proper training, you can learn to swim, play tennis, play golf, play baseball, waltz, and even pirouette.

      If you're not in the habit of using your mind to memorize poetry, song lyrics, obscure facts, or unfamiliar names, acquiring a new vocabulary can be a challenge. However, “practice makes perfect,” and as you persevere, you'll soon discover that the task of committing words to memory will become increasingly easier to achieve and more satisfying.

      
        Exercise 4: Definitions: True or False?
      

      Look at each vocabulary word in the left column and the definition given for it. Determine if the definitions are true or false. Write T for true, F for false.

      
        
          
          
          
        
        
          
            	Word
            	Definition
            	T or F
          

        
        
          
            	inundate
            	To flood
            	_______________
          

          
            	meticulous
            	Made of metal
            	_______________
          

          
            	negligence
            	Drowsiness
            	_______________
          

          
            	tedium
            	Boredom
            	_______________
          

          
            	temerity
            	Shyness
            	_______________
          

        
      

      To check your answers, refer to the appendix or the following vocabulary list.

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	inundate, v.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	in-un-date
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	To flood; to overwhelm
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        Before long, the amount of daily mail would inundate the young secretary.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	meticulous, adj.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	me-tic-u-lous
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Giving exceedingly careful attention to detail
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        His job in the laboratory required meticulous performance.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	negligence, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	neg-li-gence
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Carelessness, neglect
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        His negligence cost him his job.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	tedium, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	te-di-um
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Tiredness, boredom
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The tedium of her work was wearing her down.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	temerity, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	te-mer-i-ty
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Rash, bold behavior
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        He had the temerity to ask for a raise after failing to complete his assignment.
      

      
        Exercise 5: Write, Say, Define
      

      Write the new words in your notebook. Study the pronunciation. Say the words. Write the definitions and indicate whether a word is a noun, a verb, or an adjective.

      
        What You've Learned
      

      You have now increased your vocabulary by ten. Remember to practice saying these words by including them in your conversations. As you drive to work or go about daily activities, repeat the words to yourself at every opportunity. Make up sentences and write down what you could say, using your new vocabulary.

      
Shopping Vocabulary

      Your shopping vocabulary is limited to five words. Although you may not use them frequently, they are, nevertheless, essential words that every educated person should know and feel free to use when it is appropriate to do so.

      
        Exercise 6: Definitions: True or False?
      

      Look at each vocabulary word in the left column and the definition given for it. Determine if the definitions are true or false. Write T for true, F for false.

      
        
          
          
          
        
        
          
            	Word
            	Definition
            	T or F
          

        
        
          
            	apparel
            	Clothing
            	_______________
          

          
            	epicure
            	Beauty treatment
            	_______________
          

          
            	fetid
            	Greek cheese
            	_______________
          

          
            	haute couture
            	Fancy meal
            	_______________
          

          
            	memorabilia
            	Things worthy of remembrance
            	_______________
          

        
      

      To check your answers, refer to the appendix or the following vocabulary list.

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	apparel, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	ap-par-el
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Clothing
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        She selected her business apparel with care.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	epicure, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	ep-i-cure
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	A person with discriminating taste for food and wine
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        He was an epicure and favored only the finest French wines.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	fetid, adj.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	fet-id
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Unpleasant odor; smelly
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The fetid contents of the Dumpster behind the grocery store revolted shoppers.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	haute couture, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	haute cou-ture
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	French word meaning high fashion
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        She shopped only in boutiques that were haute couture.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	memorabilia, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	mem-o-ra-bil-i-a
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Things worthy of remembrance
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        Antique stores sell memorabilia.
      

      
        Exercise 7: Write, Say, Define
      

      Write the Shopping Words in your notebook. Study the pronunciation. Say the words. Write the definitions and indicate whether the word is a noun, a verb, or an adjective.

      
        What You've Learned
      

      You have now extended your vocabulary by fifteen words. As you continue to improve your knowledge of essential words, do not neglect the words that you have already acquired. Remember to use as many of these words as you can as you go about your daily routines.

      
Banking and Business Words

      These are the words that you may hear and want to use when you go to the bank and other business establishments. Refer to Exercise 8 and see how many of the words are familiar to you.

      
        Exercise 8: Definitions: True or False?
      

      Read the given definitions and determine if they are true or false. Write T for true, F for false.

      
        
          
          
          
        
        
          
            	Word
            	Definition
            	T or F
          

        
        
          
            	amortize
            	Embalm
            	_______________
          

          
            	collateral
            	Property
            	_______________
          

          
            	encumbrance
            	Embarrassment
            	_______________
          

          
            	fiduciary
            	Embezzlement
            	_______________
          

          
            	garnishment
            	Decoration
            	_______________
          

        
      

      To check your answers, refer to the appendix or the following vocabulary list.

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	amortize, v.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	am-or-tize
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	To settle a debt by means of installment payments
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        It took him twenty years to amortize the mortgage on his house.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	collateral, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	col-lat-er-al
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Money or property pledged as security to ensure repayment of a loan
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The bank loan was denied because the man didn't have the necessary collateral.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	encumbrance, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	en-cum-brance
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Anything that lessens the value of real estate or hinders the sale of property
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The mortgage was an encumbrance that hindered the sale of his farm.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	fiduciary, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	fi-du-ci-ar-y
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	A person or a bank that has a duty to act for the benefit of another person
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        When the child's parents died, the court appointed a fiduciary.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	garnishment, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	gar-nish-ment
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	(a) A court order allowing a creditor to collect money or property in payment of a debt
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        When Jim failed to pay child support, he was served with a garnishment on behalf of his ex-wife.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	garnishment, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	gar-nish-ment
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	(b) A decoration
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        Parsley is widely used as a food garnishment.
      

      
        
[image: illustration]Fact

        The word amortize originates from the Old French word amortize which is the root of the term amortir, meaning to extinguish. You will notice that many English as well as French words have their origins in Latin. The word amortize is no exception, although in Latin it had a somewhat different meaning. In Latin the second syllable, mortis, means death.

      

      
        Exercise 9: Write, Say, Define
      

      Write the new words in your notebook. Study the pronunciation. Say the words. Write the definitions and indicate whether the word is a noun, a verb, or an adjective.

      
        What You've Learned
      

      You have now expanded your vocabulary by twenty words. Keep up the good work. Review your new words several times a day. Continue to use as many of the words in conversations as possible. Rattle off the words, entertaining friends and family. Remember if a word isn't used frequently, especially a new one, it is easily forgotten.

      
Talking with Friends

      The words in this section, although relevant to the topic, will not be specific words that you might use as you talk with friends at a party. You already know how to converse with friends. The object of this section is to acquaint you with words that describe a person's manner of speaking, and the prevalent mood and behavior at a merry gathering with friends.

      
        Exercise 10: Definitions: True or False?
      

      Read the given definitions and determine if they are true or false. Write T for true, F for false.

      
        
          
          
          
        
        
          
            	Word
            	Definition
            	T or F
          

        
        
          
            	colloquial
            	Somber
            	_______________
          

          
            	conviviality
            	Friendly gathering
            	_______________
          

          
            	frivolity
            	Lighthearted behavior
            	_______________
          

          
            	jocular
            	Vein in the neck
            	_______________
          

          
            	libation
            	A drink
            	_______________
          

        
      

      To check your answers, refer to the appendix or the following vocabulary list.

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	colloquial, adj.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	col-lo-qui-al
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Characteristic of written or spoken communication (words) that is breezy or informal
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        Conversation among friends is generally colloquial.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	conviviality, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	con-viv-i-al-ity
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	The enjoyment of a friendly gathering to feast and drink and socialize
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The festive conviviality of the dinner party appealed to him.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	frivolity, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	fri-vol-i-ty
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Lighthearted, silly behavior
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The dean disapproved of the students' frivolity after the game.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	jocular, adj.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	joc-u-lar
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Joking, witty, amusing
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        His jocular account of his adventure was very entertaining.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	libation, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	li-ba-tion
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	The act of pouring out wine, or other liquid; humorously, a drink
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The host offered wine as a libation to his friends.
      

      
        Exercise 11: Find the Right Word
      

      Complete the blanks by finding the right word from the previous table.

      
        	_ _ b _ _ i _ n

        	_ o _ u _ a _

        	c _ _ v _ _ _ a _ _ _ y

        	_ _ l _ _ q _ _ _ l

        	_ r _ _ o _ _ t _

      

      
        Exercise 12: Write, Say, Define
      

      Write the new words in your notebook. Study the pronunciation. Say the words. Write the definitions and indicate whether a word is a noun, a verb, or an adjective.

      
        What You've Learned
      

      You have now completed the next-to-the-last section of Chapter 1. With five more words to study in the following pages, you will have attained your first goal: the acquisition of twenty — thirty words per chapter. I hope you have been successful in remembering and continuing to practice the new vocabulary that you have acquired.

      
Talking at Home

      The emphasis here will be not on the words that are commonly used in speaking to family members. Such words will not be unfamiliar to you and will not help you in expanding your vocabulary. For this reason, the focus will be on terms that describe behaviors and interactions that are likely to exist within a family.

      
        Exercise 13: Definitions: True or False?
      

      Read the given definitions and determine if they are true or false. Write T for true, F for false.

      
        
          
          
          
        
        
          
            	Word
            	Definition
            	T or F
          

        
        
          
            	appellation
            	Title
            	_______________
          

          
            	approbation
            	Disapproval
            	_______________
          

          
            	decorum
            	Riot
            	_______________
          

          
            	disparagement
            	Verbal abuse
            	_______________
          

          
            	filial
            	Children's relationship to their parents
            	_______________
          

        
      

      To check your answers, refer to the appendix or the following vocabulary list.

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	appellation, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	ap-pel-la-tion
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	A name or title
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        The appellation her brother used to tease Nancy made her angry.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	approbation, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	ap-pro-ba-tion
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Praise; approval
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        Family members value each other's approbation.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	decorum, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	de-co-rum
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Good social behavior; dignified conduct
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        In public their children behaved with decorum.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	disparagement, n.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	dis-par-age-ment
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Verbal abuse
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        Parental disparagement can seriously damage a child's self-esteem.
      

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	filial, adj.
          

          
            	
              Pronunciation
            
            	fil-i-al
          

          
            	
              Definition
            
            	Relating to a child's relationship with his or her parents
          

        
      

      
        
          [image: illustration]
        
        It was his filial duty to honor his parents.
      

      
        Exercise 14: Write, Say, Define
      

      Write the Talking at Home Words in your notebook. Study the pronunciation. Say the words. Write the definitions and indicate whether a word is a noun, a verb, or an adjective.

      
Final Review

      As you near the end of this chapter and your first set of new vocabulary words, you can review what you're learning by completing the following word-play exercises:Antonyms, Synonyms, and Hidden Words.

      
        
[image: illustration]Essential

        Antonyms are words that have opposite or nearly opposite meaning. For example, the antonym for hard is soft. Hot is the antonym for cold. Can you think of other antonyms?

      

      
        Exercise 15: Antonyms
      

      In the following list, read the words in the left column and then write an antonym for each word to the right. Answers may vary.

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	
              Antonym
            
          

        
        
          
            	arduous
            	_______________
          

          
            	inept
            	_______________
          

          
            	diligence
            	_______________
          

          
            	egalitarian
            	_______________
          

          
            	tedium
            	_______________
          

          
            	meticulous
            	_______________
          

          
            	negligence
            	_______________
          

          
            	temerity
            	_______________
          

        
      

      To check your answers, refer to the appendix.

      
        Exercise 16: Synonyms
      

      Read the words in the left column and write a synonym for each word to the right.

      
        
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              Word
            
            	
              Synonym
            
          

        
        
          
            	apparel
            	_______________
          

          
            	fetid
            	_______________
          

          
            	haute couture
            	_______________
          

          
            	memorabilia
            	_______________
          

          
            	amortize
            	_______________
          

          
            	collateral
            	_______________
          

          
            	garnishment
            	_______________
          

          
            	encumbrance
            	_______________
          

        
      

      To check your answers, refer to the appendix.

      
        
[image: illustration]Fact

        Synonyms are one of two or more words that have the same or nearly the same meaning. For example, a candy could also be called a sweet. The words work, toil, and labor are synonyms. Can you think of some other examples?

      

      
        Exercise 17: Find the Hidden Words
      

      Example: Inundate: in, inn, it, nun, nude, neat, unit, unite, dine, due, duet, dean, den, din, date, ate, and, an, at, tin, tune, tide, tad, tan, ten, tea, eat, end.

      
        
[image: illustration]Alert!

        Most words have smaller, hidden words within them. Look for hidden words in your new vocabulary. Hint: start with the first letter of a word and see how many hidden words start with that letter. Continue the exercise using, in sequence, all the letters in the main “parent” word.

      

      Copy the following word list into your notebook. Leave plenty of space between the words where you can write the hidden words you find. You should be able to find as few as 5 to as many as 150 hidden words.

      
        	colloquial

        	conviviality

        	frivolity

        	jocular

        	libation

        	appellation

        	approbation

        	decorum

        	disparagement

        	filial
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