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Introduction

This book is for beginners—those who have never
tied a ﬂy or who have begun tying but still want a
clear, detailed, step-by-step guide. We further assume
that the person who buys this book wants to tie ﬂies to
fish with them and have thus built it around sequential
instructions for seven effective and popular patterns.

Several criteria inﬂuenced the selection of the patterns. First, they had to be relatively simple to tie. Second, they had to be proven on the water, patterns that
  expert ﬂy ﬁshers actually carry in their own boxes. We
  included no patterns simply because they’re standard
  fare in beginner’s books or because they illustrate a particular technique that old-school tiers insist is required
  knowledge. Finally, we wanted a range of pattern
  styles—nymphs, dries, and streamers—not only to teach
  the various skills required for these styles, but also to
  equip the beginner with a useful, balanced ﬂy box.  

The craft of ﬂy tying is rich and deep. You can tie
  for a lifetime and keep discovering techniques and 
  refining skills. If you watch four experts dub a body or
  tie in a wing, you’ll likely see four slightly different 
  approaches. This book does not attempt to cover every
  technique you’ll ever need or every approach to every
  problem. And we don’t want to suggest that any recipe
  here is so rigid that you shouldn’t experiment or improvise.  

What we do propose is that with no previous experience you’ll be able to tie the patterns in this book, and
  that having done so, you’ll have not only some great
  flies, but a solid set of skills on which to build.
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Tools and Materials
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	TOOLS





You can begin with a modest kit. Don’t be intimidated
by the vast number and high prices of fly-tying tools.
Most of the tools you’ll see in catalogs and fly shops
aren’t necessary for the basics and will result in no better flies than those tied with fewer and simpler tools.
The seven tools shown in this chapter are all you need
to tie the patterns in this book and many more. As you
progress, you can upgrade your kit and add any number of gadgets.



If you have a limited budget, spend most of it on a
good vise, quality scissors, and a good bobbin. You’ll
use these three tools constantly, and cheap models will
affect the quality of your flies and the ease of your tying.

Beginner’s kits, with vise and all the tools in this
  chapter, are available in catalogs and fly shops, starting
  at about $40. A better way is to assemble your own kit
  from tools at the fly shop. This takes a little more time,
  but it allows you to handle individual tools before buying and to ask for advice. Fly shop owners and salespeople tend to be knowledgeable and helpful.


VISE

The vise is the most costly tool. It’s main job is to hold the hook securely in place
while you tie. The cheapest vises may not perform even this basic job well enough,
but there are beginner’s models in the $50 range that do it perfectly. A cam-operated
stationary vise with a C-clamp base will serve you well.
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The Thompson
Pro Vise, above
(about $38) and
the Dyna-King
Squire, right
(about $150)
have cam-operated jaws and C-clamp bases.




Jaw Systems

  The jaws are the two mated pieces of metal that hold the hook. Those on
  a very cheap vise may be of inferior metal and not machined accurately
enough to hold the thin wire of a small hook securely.



Cam-operated.
  The most common type. The jaws are closed by flipping a lever. Jaws must first be adjusted to the diameter of the hook, but
  once adjusted, you can mount other hooks of the same size very quickly,
  a handy feature when tying several flies of the same
type.

Screw-tightened.
  Jaws are closed by tightening a knob. This system works fine but is not as quick as the lever system when changing hooks of the same size.


Bases
 
Vises are equipped with either a clamp or a pedestal base.
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Dyna-King Squire





C-Clamp. Attaches to the edge of a table. Makes a very stable base if properly tightened, and also has the advantage of light weight. Most beginners buy this type. It can be used as a travel vise if you later buy a pedestal vise for home use.
It also can be easily adjusted for height. The disadvantages are the limitations on where you can set it up. It must be mounted at the edge of a table, and the tabletop cannot be too thin or too
thick for the base clamp.

Pedestal.
  Sits on top of the table on a heavy metal base. The big advantage is convenience. You simply set it down where you want to tie. Not quite
  as secure as a tightly clamped base, but plenty stable enough for tying small
  and medium-size flies. One slight disadvantage is that the height is not ad
  justable.


Stationary or Rotary

  The jaws of a stationary vise are fixed in one position. Those on a rotary vise
  rotate 360 degrees, so the fly can be spun on its axis, a feature that makes some
  tying procedures quicker and easier and also allows the fly to be viewed from all
  angles. Most serious tiers use rotary vises, but some veterans stick with stationary.
Rotary vises are significantly more expensive, and they aren’t necessary to learn them basics. However, if you can afford one, there are no disadvantages to a rotary design,
and it can easily be used as a stationary vise.




SCISSORS

A pair of sharp, well-made scissors is essential for the delicate and precise work
of cutting fly-tying materials. Choose a pair that fits your hand comfortably.
They should have finger holes large enough to slide up over your knuckles so you
can keep the scissors in your hand, out of the way, while tying and then slide them
down into position when you need to trim something. Some tiers keep scissors in hand for
the entire tying operation.
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Make sure the tips mate exactly when closed, as you will use the very ends to snip
  thread and fine material.

Many tiers keep a second, heavier pair of scissors for cutting coarse hair, synthetic materials, and wire. A pair of toenail clippers can also be used for cutting tinsel and wire. If
  you start with one pair of scissors, make sure to cut heavy material at the base of the
  blades so as not to dull or misalign the tips.


BOBBIN

  Along with the vise and scissors, the bobbin is the third tool constantly in use when tying.
You use it to wrap thread around the hook and then let it hang as a weight to hold material in place. The bobbin’s critical function is to release thread under the proper
  tension. This tension can be adjusted by spreading or closing the wire
  arms (see page 12). The best bobbins have ceramic tubes (or metal tubes
  lined with ceramic). This material won’t become grooved over time
and start breaking thread as you tie.
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A bobbin threader is a handy tool that helps you pull the thread through the small tube when you load a new spool onto
    dental floss the bobbin. Several types are available from catalogs and shops, but a dental floss threader—a loop of stiff monofilament with a
  tag end—works fine. You can get a lifetime supply for a few
  dollars in a supermarket or pharmacy.
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dental floss threader




WHIP FINISHER

The whip finish is a knot used to
finish a fly and sometimes to secure
material when you’re midway through
a pattern. It can be tied by hand, but a
tool invented by Frank Matarelli simplifies the process. Whip finishers are
now available from several manufacturers, but the Matarelli style is the
easiest to use.
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HACKLE PLIERS

This tool is used to grasp the tip of a feather and wrap it around the hook to form
the hackle of a fly. The only real requirements are that the pliers fit your hand
and have enough tension to hold a feather tip securely. Beware of cheap models
with rough-edged jaws that can break a fine hackle feather. Also, avoid miniature
pliers. They can be awkward to use and may not be heavy enough for those times
when you let the pliers dangle from the hook to hold a wrapped hackle in place.
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