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	Rethinking Jewelry Making




	
	As a jewelry artist, I create wearable objects in part to celebrate the human body but also to satisfy a need to make sense of my existence and surroundings. I wish to share my ideas and creative endeavors with others in order to engage in a dialogue about concepts. These stimulating conversations might not occur without the jewelry I create. One of the most important aspects of my jewelry is that is makes us ponder our responsibility to nurture our environment, not destroy it.




	
	The concept of “going green” is not a new one, and using found objects to create jewelry is not either. Humans have been incorporating found objects into their body adornments for much of our existence on this planet, and the three R’s—reduce, reuse, recycle—have been on everyone’s mind for some time now. As our populations rise, along with the cost of sustaining them, there are growing concerns about our impact on the environment and what that means for our future.




	
	This book aims to introduce the work of many jewelry artists, myself included, who are rethinking our jewelry-making practices and questioning the ways our art affects the environment. Each chapter provides examples of and insights into the ways in which artists conceptualize and create their work, providing inspiration to others who wish to explore reusing materials.




	
	Chapter one, “Material Matters,” considers the ordinary materials that surround us in our daily lives as well as the ways they can be reused to create jewelry. Where and how to source these materials is also discussed. In chapter two, “Telling Tales,” we examine how the histories of found objects add value to jewelry that newly manufactured and mass-produced materials rarely can. Chapter three, “Securing Skills,” is where I emphasize the importance of having sound jewelry-making skills and offer four cold-joining techniques to get you started. I investigate how jewelry that challenges traditional ideas of design and scale as well as material can be wonderful experimentations in chapter four, “Attracting Attention.” In the fifth chapter, “Inspiring Insights,” the work of five jewelry artists from the United States and Great Britain who have greatly inspired my own work is presented. In every chapter, additional artists will be discussed in the hope of offering more perspectives and approaches to creating jewelry with found objects.




	
	As a designer and maker of jewelry, I hope that this book inspires further creative thinking about the materials we work with and the ways they are sourced and reused. I also hope to encourage a love of making wearable art that will be an endless source of pleasure for everyone.
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	Part of the allure of both found and handmade objects lies in the type of material they are made of, be it metal, wood, fiber, clay, plastic, or a variety of other synthetics. These play a significant part in the way we respond to objects, both physically and emotionally. For instance, some people are especially fond of colorful plastic. It reminds them of the playfulness of childhood, their favorite toys, and even candy. In contrast, others view plastic as an industrial material used to manufacture cheap goods that will end up in a landfill. Plastic enhances their awareness of the destruction of our environment for generations to come. Because of the rising concerns about this particular material, some people limit the amount of plastic their children are exposed to. They instead tend to favor wood so their children’s toys can be passed on to other children and leave a more positive environmental legacy. Both are visceral responses to a material that are neither right nor wrong. They are simply emotional reactions to the material being handled.






The responses we have to materials and objects are what make jewelry a particularly intriguing art form. Whether consciously or not, we choose to adorn ourselves to express our personality and signal how we feel about ourselves, about others, and about our surroundings. The complex ideas and emotions that inform our acts of self-expression are the very things that form our impressions of material objects. This gives a jewelry artist an enormous amount of emotional and physical material to consider when selecting objects to fashion his or her jewelry from. Whether attempting to make one feel beautiful, empowered, or surprised, the jeweler attracts the wearer just as the wearer attracts other people’s eyes by wearing the jewelry.
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