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  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




  


  Every effort has been made by the authors and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.




  We appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following e-mail address: editorial@falcon.com.




  Thanks for your input, and happy trails!
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Introduction





  




  Shenandoah National Park straddles a beautiful stretch of the Blue Ridge, which forms the eastern rampart of the Appalachian Mountains. Beginning in the late 1700s, settlers drifted into these hills and “hollers.” They cleared some of the vast forests that originally blanketed the region so that they could till the land. Shenandoah was established as a national park in 1935. For the most part, the forests reestablished naturally. As the flora returned, so did Shenandoah’s fauna. Today, some 200 species of birds occupy the park, as well as around fifty species of mammals, some of which had declined significantly in number prior to the park’s establishment.




  Today, Shenandoah offers a little something for everyone with an interest in the out-of-doors. The park attracts 1.2 million visitors annually and, to accommodate these crowds, is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, unless the roads are closed due to ice, snow, or fog. Two visitor centers—Dickey Ridge in the North District and Byrd Visitor Center at Big Meadows—are open seven days a week from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. beginning about the first of April and usually closing in late November. For current park information, call headquarters at (540) 999-3500; write to Shenandoah National Park, 3655 US Highway 211 E, Luray, VA 22835; or visit www.nps.gov/shen.
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