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      Disclaimer: Please Read — For Real

      Just in case you missed the title of this book when you picked it up — it isn't 1001 Ways to Make Money Guaranteed. It's 1001 Ways to Make Money If You Dare.

      
        Dare \ ‘der\ (verb): to challenge to perform an action especially as a proof of courage.

        Source: Merriam-Webster Online.

      

      That means all these entries aren't surefire ideas that will necessarily crank you out some cash. (This is a book after all, not an ATM.) Some are easier than others. Some are riskier than others. Some are more risqué than others. It's your choice to follow up on particular ones that pique your interest and pass over those that don't really fall within your self-assigned zone of “smart choices.”

      Think of it as a Choose Your Own Adventure, where every “See Page …” leads to a real adult choice in your real adult life. Enjoy!

      
        [image: illustration]
      

    

  
    
      

      
      Introduction

      
        BY TRENT HAMM
      

      My father was the master of the “side hustle.” When he got home from work, his day was really just beginning. He'd round up the family and before we knew it, we were doing something crazy, like baiting fishing lines, collecting aluminum cans, weeding gardens, brushing animal furs, popping open clam shells, and countless other interesting things.

      Sure, along the way, our family made some money from these activities, but my memories don't rest on the fact that we were doing these things for money. I remember summer evenings with my father laughing as I sunk to my knees in a muddy garden. I remember him giving me a congratulatory slap on the back when I came up with a good idea to make a few dollars. I remember fishing expeditions at dawn, pulling in lines loaded with fish, and watching the sun rise over the still water. I remember organizing my aluminum can collecting schemes, finding new ways to maximize the cans collected while minimizing the work.

      To put it simply, some of the most memorable moments of my life are tied around earning a few extra dollars in some of the craziest ways you can imagine. Sure, some of the things we tried didn't work. Sometimes, we'd come up with moneymaking schemes that were completely laughable. Other times, we'd find ourselves way over our heads in some crazy plan or another.

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      Many days, though, we would get really engaged with a new moneymaking plan and find ourselves enjoying the work — and the fact that we were building something that was really earning some solid money for the family together.

      The most important part of the journey was that we were having a lot of fun together, filling lazy afternoons with a lot of laughter, a lot of memories, and on the best days, a few more dollars in our pockets.

      1001 Ways to Make Money If You Dare is a lot like my childhood. The pages of this book are loaded with a lot of great ideas for earning a few extra dollars in your spare time. Many of them are quite fun. Some could earn you a nice sum of money. And others are included more to make you laugh at the idea of doing something so completely insane.

      Whether you're looking for extra change, a laugh, or enough money to make a profound change in your life — this book's for you. Each entry is rated on a system that scores the endeavor's risk factor ([image: illustration] — [image: illustration]) as well as its potential monetary return ($ — $ $ $ $).

      Take this book, browse through the pages, and open yourself up to the sheer fun that a “side hustle” can bring. Try out a few of these tactics — and enjoy a good laugh at the idea of trying others.

    

  
    
      1

      
      From the Comfort of Your Home

      Each of these entries gives you an idea on how to scrape up some scratch without even having to change out of your pajamas. Some are rather simple, and others take a bit more fortitude to pull off. Read and repeat at your own risk.

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      1 START UP A DAY CARE. Who says kids aren't good for anything? You can make a nice nickel off the parents who work all day when you launch your very own Some Place Special — or some other equally comfortingly titled hot spot for tots. Your payout will depend on how many underage boarders you take in, as well as how risky this endeavor may be to your homestead (beware spilled juice, ransacked rooms, and finger-painted wallpaper).

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      2 HAVE A TAG SALE. It's like eBay for the Internet-less. Rummage through your attic and cellar, go into those forgotten drawers, and finally make it to the back of your closet. Price everything out, slap sticky tags on all your wares, and hang up fliers throughout your neighborhood advertising your driveway department store (you might even send out a social-network blast on that new-fangled World Wide Web calling for all your friends to buy your crap).

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      3 GET A ROOMMATE. Go ahead, admit it: You miss college. You miss sharing a cramped space with another human being who is at all times close enough for you to tell what type of toothpaste he uses. Now that you have a house (or apartment), you can take in a roomie to split the rent so you can actually pocket some of your paycheck rather than blowing it on your mortgage broker or landlord. Try getting a friend to move in, or if you really feel daring — throw an ad up on craigslist.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      4 MOVE BACK IN WITH YOUR PARENTS. Don't bother getting a roommate. Become a roommate. Depending on how much your parents love you, you may be able to freeload a roof over your head and food in your stomach. However, chances are that you'll have to put up some sort of boarding cost. But it will be a lot less than you're paying now — they're your parents after all. The only thing at risk is your sanity.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      5 PIMP OUT YOUR PARKING SPOT. You ride the bus, take the train, or pedal your ass to work. Why do you even have a driveway? Take advantage of the available asphalt and throw an ad up on the Net, or go old school and post it on telephone poles with “Interested? Call me.” tabs. The harder it is to find on-street parking in your area, the more you can charge.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      6 SCROUNGE FOR CHANGE. Desperate times call for desperate measures. Turn over the couch cushions, check under the rug, dig through old pants' pockets. Do what you have to do to find your fair share of nickels, dimes, pennies, quarters, and — if you're lucky — a stray Sacagawea or two. Roll them up in those nifty papers you get from the bank (don't cop out and use those machines) and turn your findings into some crisp new bills.
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      7 RENT YOUR BIKE. Sweet Schwinn! It's okay. We understand. The whole “be greener, be leaner — bike to work” New Year's resolution didn't work out. But now your Huffy's just taking up space and collecting dust in your basement. Take a page from the Danes and make your two-wheeler available to the public, for a price. The risk here is someone going Pee-Wee's Big Adventure on you and riding off into the sunset with your set of wheels.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      8 MAIL OUT A CHAIN LETTER. You're not taking advantage of your nearest and dearest — you're letting them in on the ground level of an upstart entrepreneurial enterprise. Compose a letter with instructions to return a single dollar to the five people on the enclosed list and then replace the bottom person with their own name and address (your name's on the top), and pass the list and instructions on to their friends and family. Careful: This is what that uptight government likes to call a “pyramid scheme.”

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      9 REDEEM YOUR CANS AND BOTTLES. Who says addictions don't pay off? Parlay your love for Diet Coke into cold harsh cash — a nickel in most states, ten cents for the right container in the right place (California and Michigan), and possibly nothing if your state doesn't believe in the whole “bottle bill” thing. Check your state laws before you rinse and sort. You wouldn't want to recycle for nothing.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      10 CLEAN OUT YOUR CLOSET. If you aren't up for a full-blown tag sale you can always resell right to consignment shops. It'd be in your best interest to wash and hang whatever you plan on selling. Presentation does matter when you try to haggle for an extra buck or two.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      11 TURN YOUR BACKYARD INTO A “LOCATION.” How cool would it be if you received a party invite that listed the location as “[Your name here]'s backyard”? With a little sprucing up and some marketing, it could very well be the case. Offer to rent out your lawn space to friends for a fee so they can hold that garden soiree they always dreamed about. The risk comes the next morning when you're outside with a poker picking up trash.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      12 RENT OUT YOUR HOUSE FOR A FUNCTION. Take the fun indoors and allow others to use your spacious pad as a place for their own parties. (Note: Spacious, clean, and clear of empty pizza boxes is a prerequisite to this being pulled off.) The risk rises, though, when you allow others inside. Be sure to remove any breakables from heavily trafficked areas, and lock up whatever's concealable and worth stealing.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      13 THROW A PARTY AND CHARGE ADMISSION. If you're sick of everyone else having all the fun, organize your own shindig and have guests fork over a fee to get in. (Nothing says classy like a cover charge.) In order to make sure your guests will want to throw down to raise it up, you'll need to provide plenty of food and beverages. Just be sure your per-person overhead is covered by the ticket price.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      14 CHARGE ENTRY TO A SUPER BOWL PARTY. There are parties and then there are Super Bowl parties. However, you'll need the right setup to pull off making people pay to enjoy the big game. A huge (not big, but huge) television is necessary, as is surround sound and enough pork products, chips, and beer to put your neighborhood pub to shame. The risk may seem lower than a regular bash, as partygoers will be contained to one area, but if you ruin this once-a-year extravaganza, it's going to take a while to live it down.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      15 HOST A SWINGER PARTY. Bring some '70s sin back to your stuffy suburb by playing “keys in the fishbowl” with some willing participants (and their equally willing spouses). Ask for a discretionary “donation” upon entry and then let the martini sipping, Parcheesi playing, and partner swapping ensue. But be careful — on top of the typical party risks, this one tacks on broken marriages and sexually transmitted diseases.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      16 PUT YOUR FURNITURE UP FOR SALE. That old couch has plenty of memories planted in its squished springs, but now it's time to remind it who's boss by posting it on craigslist, the Facebook marketplace, or the good ol' print-and-paper classifieds. Just be sure to check between the cushions. You wouldn't want to risk missing some change-scrounging opportunities.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      17 SELL YOUR TELEVISION. Studies say television has led to the dumbing down of American society. Do your part and kick your set to the curb. And by curb we mean the most efficient resell outlet. The modern household has more TVs than a sports bar, so it's doubtful a single set will be missed.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      18 CLEAR OUT YOUR KITCHEN FOR CASH. Hate to break it to you, but chances are you're no Martha Stewart. Therefore your seven-cup food processor, melon baller, and tortilla press probably aren't seeing much action. The sooner you quiet that pretentious gourmet inside of you and see the amount of hardly used kitchenware you could hock online, the better.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      19 PUT YOUR PAINTINGS UP FOR SALE. Who needs decorated walls anyway? Channel your inner minimalist and transform your home into a stark, bare-wall world — and make a buck in the process. Use a high-resolution digital camera to take photos of your prints and originals for your craigslist or auction house ads. Just be careful: You never know when a “nobody” could turn into a “somebody” and that original you sold for a few dollars could retail for a few thousand.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      20 GET CASH FOR YOUR VIDEO GAMES. There are two ways to make a pretty penny reselling your video games. One is to beat or give up on the hot game of the moment and then put it up for sale online (or go to a used game shop and sell it to them). The other is to dig through your closets and attic to find cartridges that are in demand for older systems. (At the time of writing, a copy of Mario Kart for the N64 sells for upwards of $25 on eBay.)

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]
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      21 TURN YOUR LIBRARY INTO A BOOKSTORE. Usually, you buy a book, read the book, and then put it on your shelf to collect dust. What if it went more along the lines of — buy a book, read the book, and then put it on Amazon.com to collect some cash? Don't let your books collect dust. Make them collect dollars instead.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      22 SELL YOUR STACK OF DVDS. Honestly, how many times can you really watch Notes on a Scandal before it just gets creepy? Take an inventory of your movie collection and make “must have” and “must sell” piles. (And yes, Cut-throat Island goes in “must sell.”) Create an account on a site like DVDPawn.com, or sell directly to other cinema-philes using an auction site like eBay.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      23 TIME TO TRADE IN YOUR TOOLS. Think of how many times you've really used that belt sander or radial saw sitting in your garage. Go ahead. If it's less than the fingers on one hand (or if you're missing a finger on one hand because of your amateur woodshop), it's time to put them up for sale on any one of the resale sites. The risk increases here because if a home repair project comes up, you may need the specific tool you just hocked online — and you'll have to pay for a new one or to rent one.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      24 SELL YOUR EXERCISE EQUIPMENT. We get it — it was late one night, you were feeling bad about yourself, and you wanted to change. But now your Bowflex is sitting in the corner of your living room with the week's ironing hanging off its resistance arms. Not really what it's meant to be used for. Put your equipment up for sale on either craigs-list or the Facebook marketplace. You don't want to worry about how you're going to ship this kind of stuff.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      25 MAKE SOME MONEY OFF YOUR CHILDHOOD MEMORIES. Everyone gets all warm and fuzzy reminiscing about playing with a particular toy way back in the day. Do yourself a favor and hunt down those playthings of yesteryear. You may be sitting on a goldmine if you've got the right doll or action figure. However, even if it isn't a first-generation, Pepsi-version of Optimus Prime (retailing on eBay for $4,950), your once-prized possession could earn some scratch from a nostalgic boomer or too-cool hipster.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      26 DO MAILINGS FOR BUSINESSES. Often the first to go in times of economic trouble is a company's support staff. That means menial tasks like mailings are left up to people who have too much on their plate, and are most likely willing to freelance out the work. Check listings on support service sites, or show some initiative and contact local businesses directly.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      27 RENT YOUR COUCH. It's true. Couch-surfing has become a respectable way to see the world. (Respectable in the sense that there are now websites dedicated to finding your ass a cushion in cities across the world.) If you have some extra space, a nice sofa, and don't mind a stranger crashing in your pad — post your rate on AirBedandBreakfast.com.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      28 HOST A FIGHT NIGHT. Similar to the Super Bowl suggestion, you need to make certain that your pad is properly equipped before you go advertising a rowdy fight night. The last thing you need is a bunch of people looking to take in a good bruising when all you have is a twenty-seven-inch Panasonic for the viewing. Be sure to factor in the pay-per-view cost when setting the entry fee.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      29 RUN A BEIRUT TOURNAMENT. Take a trip back to your coed days, with cheap beer, loud music, and a friendly game of ten-cup beer pong. Charge each pair who wants to play, set up a bracket system, and see who comes out on top. Be sure to outline your house rules so there's no squabbling over reracking mid-turn, bouncing, and whether or not you can blow a ball out that isn't an outright sink.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      30 RENT YOUR POOL. Not everyone's lucky enough to have a pool in their backyard for those hot summer days and cool weekend barbecues. Therefore you can capitalize on demand. Whether you choose to charge per-person admission to your cement pond, or rent the whole thing out for a special event, be sure to get some sort of safety waiver signed — or else you may find yourself in the deep end.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      31 HOST A POKER NIGHT. Act as your very own casino owner and break out the card table for some hold 'em or five-card stud. Set your buy-ins and buy-ups with winner take all, and pocket a house fee for putting the whole thing on — the higher the stakes, the higher the fee. Who knows, maybe you'll even win and take the pot on top of the money you make holding the game.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      
        [image: illustration]
      

      32 GET PAID TO REVIEW PRODUCTS. You bitch and moan when something doesn't work like it should, and you talk about how you couldn't live without something when it functions correctly. Why not make some money either trashing or praising that something. Check out Consumer Search.com and see if your assessment skills are good enough to help pay the bills.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      33 WRITE TO STRANGERS FOR MONEY. It can't hurt, right? If it works for that Nigerian prince who won't stop e-mailing you, then you might as well give it a try. Type up a letter that explains your story, why you're in need, what you'd do with the money, and so on. Then play white-page roulette and mail out a stack with a self-addressed stamped envelope (you don't want to seem too cheap, do you?).

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      34 SELL YOUR CELL. In this text-message and Bluetooth world, a phone's “in” for about fifteen minutes. If you're the kind of person who needs to keep up with technology, chances are you have a drawer full of functioning cell phones. Put them up for purchase online. Some people don't care if their cell can send high-res videos or find them the nearest Italian restaurant.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      35 GET MARRIED. A quick way to (hopefully) double your assets and (undoubtedly) quadruple your headaches, marriage can work for you financially if you play up the “what's mine is yours, what's yours is mine” sentiment. As long as your future spouse isn't deep in debt, wedding bells will be ka-ching-ing.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      36 GET DIVORCED. While the goal — financially — for walking down the aisle is doubling up on your income and savings, the reason for divorce — besides those pesky irreconcilable differences — is to cut your losses and walk away with a nice severance package. The risk here is how much better your divorce lawyer is than your one-time soul mate's. As long as you don't get stuck footing the bill, your marital exit should put you in the black.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      37 CHARGE TO RECORD SHOWS FOR OTHERS. Some people have TiVo. Some people have DVR. Some people have to record the ol' fashioned way. And most of those people end up messing up their recordings because they don't know how to do it. Here's a perfect opportunity for you. Set up gigs recording television shows and special events for the tech-incompetent. The money might not be much, but as long you know what you're doing, the hassle isn't either.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      38 SELL YOUR GOLD. Turn over your jewelry box and dump out its contents. That earring that doesn't have a match — guess what? You're not going to find the other one. That chain that's knotted beyond untangling? Don't bother. That watch with the cracked face and broken clasp? Time to give it up. Send whatever mismatched, broken, and unwanted pieces of gold jewelry you have in to one of those cash-for-gold operations, or go to your friendly neighborhood pawnshop.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      39 SELL YOUR SILVER. Forever runner-up to its yellow precious-metal counterpart, reselling your silver can net you just as much cash as selling your gold. So whether you decide to hock that gaudy bauble of an anniversary gift, those candlesticks from Nana, or that contested silver medal you won while juicing — it's up to you. Why settle for second best when you can have a fistful of ones?

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      40 RENT YOUR CAR. Who needs Zipcar when they have you? You're sitting on your couch watching a Law & Order marathon. You're not going anywhere. Why not let someone else take your wheels for a spin? Set an hourly rate and get the assignment of responsibilities in writing (gas, repair costs, etc.). The nicer your car, though, the riskier it is letting someone else behind the wheel.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      41 CASH IN YOUR CAR. Maybe all this renting out of your coupe makes you realize that you don't actually need it. If that's the case, put that sucker up for sale. You have a few options. You can park it in front of your house with a “For Sale” sign in the window, put an ad online, or sell it to a used car lot. It's probably best to ballpark the return on each based on your particular ride before deciding.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      42 LAUNCH A MOVIE RENTAL BUSINESS. In the same spirit of becoming Mom 'n Pop Zipcar, cash in on another financially sound entrepreneurial enterprise — the direct-to-mail movie rental business. If you have a big enough DVD library and the wherewithal to keep up with mailing out requests, put your catalog out to the masses and see who bites. Just be sure to undercut the competition, while keeping rental costs high enough to cover mailings.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      43 TURN YOUR HOME INTO A FILM SET. How cool would it be to watch actors chew the scenery — and have that scenery be your house? It could happen. All you have to do is take some pictures of your home and post them on a site like FilmingLocations.com. If a location scout thinks your house has the chops to be in the pictures, it could become a star. Beware though, if the film gets a cult following, you may get some film geeks standing outside reciting lines at all hours of the night.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      44 HOST YOUR OWN HAPPY HOUR. All you need is some booze, some snacks, and some friends. You can buy the alcohol and the appetizers, but since you're expecting to make money off these people — you can't buy your buddies. So before you hit up the discount liquor store, make sure you have a head count that covers the overhead. Charge a small cover, shake up some cocktails, and make Friday afternoons at your place the most fun part of the weekend.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      45 START YOUR OWN MUSEUM. Everyone is an authority on something — be it bees, boxing, or bullshit. Parlay your authority on a topic and collection of all related materials into a cultural center for the world to see. (And by world, we mean anyone who's bored or who has an equally high affinity for whatever you're curating.)

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      46 TURN YOUR BACKYARD INTO A PARKING LOT. Maybe you live close to a ballpark, concert venue, or other area of mass interest where parking is a pain — or costs a fortune. Get yourself some cones and a sign, underprice the competing lots, and be prepared for your beautiful lawn to turn into a mud bowl.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      47 CREATE YOUR OWN CAMPGROUND. What sounds more adventurous than a weekend away in the wilderness — at Bob's Backyard. If you own enough land located in a nice enough location, you could be Bob. It's best to check on state regulations if you plan on going legit, but if you just want to let a few hippies pitch a tent for a couple nights, we won't tell anyone.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      48 RUN A ROADSIDE ATTRACTION. Similar to starting your own museum, running a roadside attraction banks on people's curiosity. Maybe you've taught your roaches how to race around a track, have collected and combined spitballs to create the world's largest lump of paper and saliva, or have stuffed and positioned enough squirrels to reenact the opening scenes to all of Shakespeare's plays. Whatever it is, market the attraction on the side of the highway and charge people to come take a look.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      49 START A SWEAR JAR. What better way to teach the people you live with to speak respectfully than to charge them up the ass for using four-letter words? Make sure the penalties are known, and then do your best at policing the foul language. However, there's a big risk here, if your own mouth puts sailors and truckers to shame. The point is to make money — not to lose it. Stick some soap in your mouth and hope for the best.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]
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      50 HOST A CONCERT SERIES. Know any emerging musicians? Charge less than the local coffee shop does and you've got yourself a concert series out of the comfort of your own home. Charge extra for any advertising you do like putting up fliers.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      51 HOST A MUSIC FESTIVAL. Bonnaroo? Overrated. Coachella? Too commercial. Your very first music fest? Totally rad (or whatever the kids are saying these days). Line up some local talent, put together a makeshift stage, and be ready for a weekend of acoustic guitars, chicks with dreadlocks, and free lovin'. Your backyard will never be the same.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      52 HOST A CHILDREN'S PLAYHOUSE. Frazzled parents constantly look for new places to drop their kids for a few hours. If your place is kid-friendly, offer it up as a playhouse for a few hours on the weekends. Pay some high schoolers minimum wage to watch the wee ones and you're all set.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      53 BE A “MANNY.” Women sick of their husbands sleeping with the nanny are the first to jump on board the new trend of hiring male nannies, or “mannies” as they are so lovingly referred to as. Cash in if you're a dude by getting in touch with your sensitive child-loving side by registering with a nanny service or advertising your skills online.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      54 HOST AN EXCHANGE STUDENT. Introduce an unsuspecting foreigner to the customs of Americans by cashing in on programs for housing visiting students. For extra cash, get the student to tutor language students out of your house and skim some off the top.
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      55 TAKE IN A FOSTER CHILD. It's the ultimate selfless act that you get paid for. There are tons of kids out there looking for a loving home. Have an extra room? Feeling lonely since you became an empty nester? Visit www.adopting.org for more information.
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      56 SELL YOUR SHOES. They say you can't really know a man until you've walked a mile in his shoes. Give someone that opportunity by selling your footwear. You really only need one pair, so say adios to the rest (yes, even that blue suede pair you keep waiting for an occasion to wear).
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      57 HOST A FUND-RAISER. Nonprofits need cheap places to host fundraisers so that they can put as much of the proceeds as possible to the organization. If you charge less than the local Holiday Inn ballroom you're golden.
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      58 HOST AN AUCTION. Auctions aren't just happening online. If you have a big room in your house and some folding chairs, you can host an auction for a local antique store or a nonprofit. To make some extra bucks, offer your services as an auctioneer.
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      59 RUN A HAUNTED HOUSE. Grab some peeled grapes (eye-balls), cold spaghetti (brains), and hot dogs (intestines) and you've got yourself the start of a haunted house. Replace all of the bulbs in your home with red and black lights and make sure to rig up a couple of severed heads to fall when doors are opened.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      60 ENTER RADIO CONTESTS. Use those free nights and weekend minutes to call radio stations over and over and over and over again until you win. Don't like the prize? Sell it on eBay or craigslist — at an inflated price of course.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      61 RENT OUT YOUR KARAOKE MACHINE. Remember that karaoke machine you got for Christmas last year that's been in its box ever since? Rent it out to tone-deaf fiends who don't have their own. Better yet, have a karaoke party and charge people per song (once they've had a chance to drink away their stage fright).

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      62 HOST SEX TOY PARTIES. Are your friends underserved in the bedroom? Help a sister out by hosting a sex toy party so that they can buy some bedroom fun without the embarrassing trip to an adult store. They get their toys, you get your cut, and everybody goes home happy.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      63 MAKE MOONSHINE. Whatever you do, don't sell that gin tub; there isn't quite the same market for homemade “juice” as there was during Prohibition, but that doesn't mean you can't still cash in. Troll the Internet for tips on perfecting your own recipe — and remember, people love the appeal of a secret ingredient.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      64 CHARGE FOR SLEDDING. If there is a mondo hill anywhere on your property, you've got an instant way of making cash (assuming you live somewhere where it snows — sorry Arizonians). For some extra cash you can also rent out sleds, charge for use of your bathroom, and sell hot cocoa (spiked for the parents).

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      65 SELL YOUR COMIC BOOKS. How many times has someone proclaimed “nerd!” when walking into your house? Yeah, it's time to get rid of those comic books. Don't get hosed though; if someone offers to buy them all for a lump sum make sure there aren't any gems hiding in the pile before forking them over.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      66 SELL MEMENTOS. Love that dated “baby's first Christmas” ornament you've been holding on to? So would someone else your age who's ornaments all got lost in a move or destroyed by a fire. Make your mementos someone else's by hawking them on eBay. You can always make new memories with your new money.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      67 FIND AND SELL SPORTS MEMORABILIA. This doesn't just mean autographs, balls, and jerseys. Get creative — locks of hair, used chewing gum, and jock straps have all been known to sell for crazy amounts of money to crazy people.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      68 TRANSCRIBE AUDIOTAPES. Mundane tasks like transcribing audiotapes need to be done by somebody, so why not you? If you get really good, you can even multitask and watch TV while you're typing — just make sure to review before submitting for any errors or subliminal messages that found their way into the doc.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      69 KEY IN HARD COPY DOCUMENTS. While many of the typist jobs are being outsourced these days, you can still find plenty of people (especially closeted technophobes and people with awful keyboard skills) willing to pay to have their handwritten documents typed up.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      70 START A BED AND BREAKFAST. If you have an extra room or two and can whip up a respectable breakfast, you can open a B&B. What else are you going to do with your kids' rooms now that they're gone? Throw in bonus things like a guided tour of your city to bring in even more dough.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      71 RENT OUT YOUR BOAT. You know that boat that you're still making payments on? Why not let someone help you out with those payments by renting it whenever you're not using it. Make sure you get the renter to put down a security deposit in case any damage is done.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      72 RENT YOUR PET. Old people, college students, and spouses of allergy-inflicted people often long for the love of a furry little creature. If you've got one, you can cash in by renting it out. The cuter the animal, the more money you can charge for an hour in its company.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      73 SELL SOIL. Your lawn is full of soil. Need extra cash? Sell it. You weren't using it anyway, so it might as well go to the highest paying gardener looking to score some extra dirt for her new greenhouse.
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      74 SELL COMPOST. Some people are too lazy (or afraid of the smell) to compost. But that doesn't mean that they don't want the benefits the rotting material brings. Buy a compost pail for your kitchen and put all of your vegetable and fruit-based scraps in. Take it outside when it's full and before long you'll have your very own compost heap. Try selling to neighbors before branching out, since compost isn't very portable.

      [image: illustration] $ tried it [image: illustration]

      75 SELL CAR PARTS. Instead of junking your broken-down ride, consider whether any of the parts might make you some cash. Don't just trust the local mechanic, who might try to scam you by taking it apart himself after giving you $10 for the whole thing — get on the Web and post parts on auction sites.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      76 HOST A POETRY SLAM. Ask the owners of bars you frequent about slow nights like Tuesdays or Wednesdays. If you can pack in the people, chances are you can work out getting a cut of the profits. And hey, people love poetry slams!

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      77 CREATE AND RENT OUT A DARK ROOM. Chances are you have at least one room in your house with no windows. Do you really need that second bathroom? Put it to use by renting it out to a local photographer with no dark space of his own.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      78 HOST AN OPEN STUDIO EVENT. Artists don't always live or work in the most appealing places. So they often need a place that people are actually willing to go to where they can showcase their work. Throw out a cheese plate and charge the artist either a flat fee or percentage of profits made (depending on how pricey and aesthetically pleasing the art is).

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      79 RUN AN ARTIST RETREAT. Artists like to get together to get creative. This is especially lucrative if you live near woods — there's something about connecting to nature that artists, especially those who live in the city, seem to love.

      [image: illustration] $ $ tried it [image: illustration]

      80 RENT A ROOM AS AN ART STUDIO. Most artists are used to being creative in adverse conditions — hey, whatever helps get the creative juices flowing, right? So chances are they won't mind painting in your noninsulated sunroom during the winter, or in the dark windowless basement room that you never got around to finishing.

      [image: illustration] $ $ $ tried it [image: illustration]
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