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Introduction





  West Virginia—“West, by God, Virginia,” as they sometimes say if someone confuses their state with western Virginia. It seems appropriate to invoke the cosmic hand in forming the natural beauty of the Mountain State. The thundering New River Gorge, the high vistas of Dolly Sods, the delicate orchids of Cranberry Glades Botanical Area, the labyrinthine loveliness of Beartown State Park, or the majesty of Kanawha Falls—all within a few hours’ drive—combine into the uniquely appealing and sometimes awe-inspiringly gorgeous 24,231 square miles of West Virginia. Although you will see strip mining as well as natural-gas drilling pads, you’ll find that much of West Virginia is still greener, more rustic, and more relaxed than most of its more industrialized neighbors.




  It’s a small state, 41st in size, but within its boundaries you can find major ski resorts, sophisticated cities, ancient Indian mounds, native trout streams, arctic vegetation, Civil War battle sites, a world-class spring resort, and a state-run craft showplace, where culinary school graduates serve gourmet soups for the price of a fast-food burger. West Virginians know perfectly well—as do those of us who venture off the interstates—that the tiresome stereotypes of mountaineers are hogwash. West Virginians are about the most friendly, helpful, and unpretentious people you’ll find. Most are proud to live in a state with one of the lowest crime rates and highest percentages of home ownership in the nation. They take pride in their heritage and are happy to show you why they love their land.




  Classifying West Virginia, even its regionality, is difficult. The US Census Bureau classifies it as part of the South, though the Northern Panhandle extends up along Pennsylvania and Ohio, closer to both their capitals than Charleston. Bluefield, in the southeast, is less than 70 miles from North Carolina, while Martinsburg and Harpers Ferry in the Eastern Panhandle region are considered part of the Washington metropolitan area. It is the only state entirely within the area served by the Appalachian Regional Commission, the area known as Appalachia.




  For geological purposes, the state is divided into two physiographic provinces. The western two-thirds lie in the Appalachian Plateau province of relatively flatlying rocks with mineable coal. Streams dissect this area into a maze of irregular hills and valleys. West Virginia is the only state to lie almost entirely within the Appalachian Plateau.




  The eastern third of the state is dominated by the northeast–southwest ridges of the Valley and Ridge province, with its intricately folded rocks, sinuous peaks,
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Lighthorse Harry Lee’s summer house stands at Lost River State Park.




  and cavernous valleys. An exception is the extreme portion of the Eastern Panhandle near Harpers Ferry, which is an extension of the Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.




  The boundary between the Valley and Ridge province and the Appalachian Plateau is the imposing Allegheny Front, which at its maximum rises 2,500 feet above the plateau and includes the highest and some of the most scenic areas of the state.




  The New River, known for world-class whitewater rafting, has eroded into a 1,000-foot-deep gorge across the Allegheny Front.




  The southern and southwest areas of the state contain some of the largest deposits of bituminous coal in the country. Although mining practices during the early 1900s scarred the land, recent reclamation projects have partially restored some damaged areas. In addition to bituminous coal, the state’s economically important mineral deposits are abundant oil and gas, limestone, sandstone, and rock-salt beds. As mining has become more mechanized, jobs have decreased, and gradually recreation and travel are being recognized as the best use of the land.




  The Ohio River forms most of the western border of the state and has been an important avenue for transportation since the first settlers. Industrial sites are common along the Ohio, but the river remains a powerful and scenic presence.




  The 2018 census shows a population of 1.8 million residents. Charleston, the state capital, with 47,000 people is the largest city (except when a West Virginia University football game swells Morgantown to 75,000 souls); the Charleston metropolitan area has a population of about 200,000.




  The census shows a small but steady rural movement; most larger cities and towns lost population while the rural population increased. The biggest population increase was in the Eastern Panhandle, within commuting distance of the high-tech and government jobs of northern Virginia east of Harpers Ferry.




  Forests cover about three-fourths of the state, and there are approximately 2,000 miles of streams and rivers. The state’s highest point is Spruce Knob with an elevation of 4,863 feet; the lowest point is the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry with an elevation of 247 feet.




  At lower elevations the forests consist of red and white oak, hickory, yellow poplar, maple, black cherry, and other hardwoods. At higher elevations and on steep slopes and gorges are several species of pines, hemlock, and spruce. Logging is widespread and an important economic factor.




  Virginia white-tailed deer, rabbit, squirrel, skunk, raccoon, opossum, and groundhog are common, and, in high country, black bear. Streams support smallmouth and largemouth bass, trout, and pike; larger rivers have perch, bluegill, catfish, and other species. Hunting and fishing are both popular recreational activities. The many varied habitats lead to abundant bird life, with more than 500 known species seen in the state.




  The earliest inhabitants of the area were Paleo-Indians, or early nomadic hunters, who arrived sometime before 11,000 BC. Between 7,000 and 1,000 BC, several Archaic cultures developed in the Northern Panhandle, the Eastern Panhandle, and the Kanawha Valley. The use of gardens, pottery, and ceremonial burial mounds around 1,000 BC marked the beginning of the Adena villager culture. They were followed by the Hopewell people, who in turn were succeeded by the Native Americans of various tribes. By 1600, organized tribes such as the Delaware and Shawnee had moved into present-day West Virginia. In addition, the powerful Iroquois Confederacy exerted control over hunting rights within the region. Around 1730 the first permanent white settlers came to the area. The region was part of Virginia from the American Revolution until 1861, when the people voted not to secede with eastern Virginia. West Virginia was admitted to the US as a separate state in 1863.




  Most of West Virginia enjoys four distinct seasons but with a wide range of variation. Precipitation averages 40 to 60 inches across the state. Snowfall averages 20 to 30 inches per year, except in Canaan Valley and the highest mountains, which receive 160 to 180 inches annually.




  The scenic drives in this book were selected to display the most interesting scenic, historical, and unique features of diverse sections of the state. You can begin most drives at several places along the route, or tour them in reverse order. Most are over paved, two-lane roads. Note in the descriptions that a few drives travel over rough, unpaved roads, and you may decide up front not to travel there in certain seasons, or at all.




  Information for each drive starts with a one-paragraph sketch of the drive, including total mileage. The main points along the drive are listed as “special attractions,” which can be scenic, historical, cultural, or otherwise interesting. The section of “driving route numbers” uses this format:




  •   I Interstate highway. I-79, for example. No drives follow interstates, but some drives begin at interstate exits, or an interstate is mentioned as a reference point.




  •   US United States highway, such as US 119 and US 220.




     •   WV West Virginia highway, for instance WV 28, WV 5-1, or WV 28/55. If the road has a name, that is shown also.




    
[image: Sugar maples add fire to the autumn sky in Preston County.]





Sugar maples add fire to the autumn sky in Preston County.




  •   CR County road, for instance CR 10, CR 10-4. Hyphens (-) indicate feeder roads. Slashes (/) indicate multiple route numbers for the same stretch of highway (WV 28/55).




  •   FS US Forest Service route, FS 11 for example.




  The text indicates if a drive is particularly attractive at a certain time of year, perhaps when seasonal waterfalls are flowing or spring redbuds are blooming. Some drives are best not attempted in winter, and this notation is made. Even on all-season drives, some attractions will not be operating year-round. “Camping” lists public and private campgrounds near the route. “Complete facilities” indicates that at least some sites have hookups, water, and indoor plumbing. The term “services” refer to the availability of gasoline, food, and lodging, and “all services” means that all three are obtainable. “Nearby attractions” lists points of interest near the drive, including other scenic routes.




  It’s only a slight exaggeration to say that every road in West Virginia is a scenic drive. Even the interstates are beautiful, and every road in the Monongahela, George Washington, and Jefferson National Forests is a scenic road. For some other scenic, noninterstate federal roads not included in this book, try these: US 33 between Bridgeport and Parkersburg, US 119 from Charleston to the Kentucky line, or any part of US 219 (parts of it are already on scenic drives). Enjoy your exploration!




  The appendix lists phone numbers, addresses, and websites of visitor information centers and local points of interest, arranged numerically by route number.
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  Northern Panhandle The Industrial Ohio River




  General description: A 55-mile drive along the Ohio River bluffs in the Northern Panhandle of the state, with forays to the wooded uplands away from the river, ending in Wheeling.




  Special attractions: Ohio River, Mountaineer Gaming Resort, Tomlinson Run State Park, Homer Laughlin China factory tours, Bethany College, Oglebay Resort and Conference Center, Victorian Wheeling, Wheeling Jamboree, and Wheeling Downs Race Track.




  Location: Northernmost West Virginia.




  Driving route numbers: WV 2, 3, 8, 67, 88, 208; OH 7 for the complete loop.




  Travel season: All year. Travel is very heavy around Wheeling in November and December during Wheeling’s Festival of Lights.




  Camping: Tomlinson Run State Park has 54 campsites, most with complete facilities.




  Services: All services are available in many towns along the drive.




  Nearby attractions: Grave Creek Mound Historic Site, Old West Virginia Penitentiary, and the Palace of Gold (these are all on Scenic Route 2); Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (40 miles east), Hillcrest Wildlife Management Area, and Castleman Run Lake Wild-life Management Area.




  The Route









  West Virginia’s narrow Northern Panhandle juts north from the rest of the state like a raised pinky. The panhandle, only 4 miles wide in spots, is bordered by Ohio and the Ohio River on the west and Pennsylvania on the east. The only section of the state north of the Mason-Dixon Line, this north-ranging section of West Virginia is closer to Canada at its northernmost point than it is to West Virginia’s own southern border.




  The Northern Panhandle got its skinny shape due to pre-Revolutionary boundary disputes between Virginia and Pennsylvania. The Ohio River transportation artery has been a major influence on the area for more than 200 years. From the river’s beginning at the confluence of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the Ohio flows for 981 miles before merging with the Mississippi River near Cairo, Illinois. For about 275 miles, the Ohio River marks the western boundary of West Virginia.




  This drive follows the Ohio River from the northern tip of West Virginia south to Wheeling. Scenic Route 3 also follows the Ohio, from New Martinsville to Parkersburg.




  Before the Pleistocene ice sheets moved south, the preglacial Ohio River flowed north to empty into the ancestors of the Great Lakes. Several times during




  Northern Panhandle
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  the Pleistocene epoch, continental glaciers formed large lakes to the north, damming the Ohio and directing it on a detour south to the Gulf of Mexico. The river maintained this drainage pattern along its present course after the ice sheets melted.




  The Ohio is a working river. Steel mills, coal mines, power companies, and manufacturing plants hug its banks or lie nearby. Transporters—specialized aerial conveyer belts—carry coal from hillside mine heads down to the river. There they are loaded onto mile-long barges pushed by powerful diesel tow boats that slowly work their way up and down the waterway.




  A quarter mile to a half mile wide, the Ohio curves gently between verdant hills that rise several hundred feet above the river. Rocky cliffs of sandstone and limestone poke through the greenery. Fertile fields along the river support herds of cattle and patches of Queen Anne’s lace. Occasional towns huddle close to the river or spread over infrequent flat areas. Graceful bridges, some new, some more than 150 years old, span the water.




  In the 1700s, explorers and settlers used the Ohio as a conduit for their westward travels. It served as the starting point for Lewis and Clark’s 1804 expedition. Towns sprang up, and commerce flourished along the river, though most of the surrounding territory was still forested wilderness. Local boatyards used the abundant timber to construct vessels for the westward migration down the Ohio. Farmers and traders shipped their goods downriver to New Orleans, where the boats were dismantled for their lumber.




  Travel was restricted by the depth of the water, which during dry months could be less than a foot deep in shallows between Pittsburgh and Cincinnati. Shippers had to wait, sometimes months, for rain-swollen waters to carry their products downriver.




  In the early 1800s the federal government began to clear and maintain the channel, but navigation was still difficult and treacherous. It wasn’t until 1885 that the first lock and dam was opened, creating a navigable pool of water just below Pittsburgh. Today seven locks and dam complexes straddle the Ohio River along the Mountain State. These keep the river navigable by creating a minimum 9-foot depth year-round.




  You can make this a loop drive by crossing the river to Ohio at Wheeling and following scenic four-lane OH 7 north. At East Liverpool, follow US 30 south across the river to Chester and WV 2. Turn south on this two-lane road for the main drive. The Ohio link adds about 45 miles to the drive, for a total of about 100 miles.




  
The World’s Largest Teapot





  




  The West Virginia portion of the drive begins in Chester at the intersection of WV 2 and US 30 near the World’s Largest Teapot. This chunk of kitsch lured shoppers into a pottery outlet for almost 50 years. Rumor has it that the teapot began life as a hogshead barrel used in a root beer publicity campaign. Nevertheless, it now serves as a symbol for one of region’s leading industry and the home of the largest domestic pottery factory, Homer Laughlin, just west on WV 2.




  A few miles past Chester, the drive passes the well-marked entrance to the famous Homer Laughlin China Company (fiestafactorydirect.com), the manufacturer of Fiestaware and the main employer in Newell. The company’s popular, low-cost, multihued Fiesta chinaware is used in millions of homes and restaurants. A retail store is open daily; factory tours are conducted weekday mornings.




  West Virginia was a major glass-producing state beginning in the early 1800s. Glass manufacturing requires abundant supplies of silica, Si02, from sandstone rock, and for high-grade glass manufacturing it must be pure, at least 96 percent silica. The Oriskany sandstone, found throughout the state, meets this requirement. Today the only major quarry for Oriskany sandstone is near Berkeley Springs in the Eastern Panhandle; it is the major source of smelting sand in West Virginia and the eastern US.




  By the 1830s numerous glass factories had sprung up along the Ohio River, with Wheeling as the hub, producing drinking glasses, window glass, and other products demanded by the growing country. The glassware was shipped by barges plying the Ohio River and later by railroad. When wood fuel became more scarce in the early 1900s, the natural gas deposits in the Oriskany sandstone began to play a crucial role in the glass industry.




  Evidence of the glass industry is scant now as WV 2 continues south along the river, with views of 300-foot-high bluffs on both sides. After a few miles you reach the Mountaineer Race Track and Resort (cnty.com/mountaineer), which features live thoroughbred racing May through November plus simulcast racing from other tracks nationwide. If the horses aren’t running, numerous video slots and poker machines or golf, tennis, or live concerts may hold your interest. Other amenities include several restaurants and a lodge with spa services.




  Just past the resort turn left (east) on WV 208. This winding, two-lane road quickly leaves the hustle and bustle along the river as it climbs a narrow, wooded gully. After 3 miles, turn right (south) at the stop sign onto WV 3, passing through rolling countryside alternating between deciduous forests and cattle farms.




  Soon you pass the entrance to Tomlinson Run State Park (wvstateparks.com/park/tomlinosn-run-state-park), where several short hiking trails lead past overhanging cliffs of sandstone and shale. Anglers try to catch trout, bass, and cat-fish in the park’s 33 acres of ponds. The park also has a campground, cabins, domed yurt lodging, a swimming pool, and a variety of activities. The park hosts numerous events, from car shows to pre-1840 historic encampments.
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  Turn right (west) on WV 8, which leads down through the Ohio River bluffs back to WV 2 at New Cumberland. Turn left (south) on WV 2. The drive continues to follow the river but climbs up the bluffs for long-range views upstream and down.




  At Weirton, the drive passes through the Weirton Steel Corporation plant, which straddles both sides of the road. The town itself spans the entire state (5 miles wide at this point) from Ohio to Pennsylvania. At one point, Weirton Steel was the world’s largest steel company owned by the employees. It invented the “flip top” can we use today. After years of losing money, the plant workers bought out the owners in 1984. Weirton struggled to compete with steel imports and declared bankruptcy in 2003. It has been sold twice. Blast furnaces are idled, and the ArcelorMittal Weirton steel plant now employs less than one-tenth of the 11,000 people who once worked there.




  On the other side of Weirton, WV 2 joins four-lane US 22 between two exits, for about 0.75 mile. Look for the WV 2 exit to continue the drive south, following the bends in the Ohio River to the historic river town of Wellsburg, founded in 1791. At one time five glass companies operated kilns in the town. Brooke Hills, a park named after the last surviving glass company, offers 18-hole golf, a swimming pool, fishing, camping, and lodging cottages.




  In the late 1700s the Wellsburg wharf was the loading area for flatboats heading south loaded with cargoes of glass and other freight. Only remnants of the wharf remain, including the foundations of two warehouses where goods awaiting shipment were held. However, the Wellsburg historical district features numerous restored pre-colonial and federalist buildings.




  Bethany & Bethany College




  




  Just past Wellsburg, turn left (east) on WV 67. Once more you climb up a ravine out of the Ohio River Valley to emerge amid rolling hills, woods, and well-kept farms. After about 5 miles, cross WV 88 and continue about 0.5 mile to the tree-lined streets of Bethany, home of Bethany College. The entire town is on the National Register of Historic Places.




  The college, established in 1840, is the oldest private institution of higher learning in West Virginia. Although it is a small school with fewer than 1,000 students, its centerpiece, the redbrick Old Main Building, extends farther than the length of a football field. Its Gothic clock tower can be seen from almost anywhere on campus. Construction of the building began before the Civil War; it was finally finished in 1911 and renovated in the 1980s. Ask at the historic Alexander Campbell Mansion Visitor Center for tours of the college, including the Old Bethany Meeting House, built in 1850. The 1790s-era Campbell House was the home of the college founder, who was also one of the founders of the Disciples of Christ denomination.




  When you leave Bethany, return to the intersection of WV 67 and WV 88 and turn left (south) on WV 88, which follows a small open ridge. The picturesque village below is West Liberty, home of West Liberty State College. The school was the oldest academy in West Virginia, established in 1837, and became a college a few years later. Its former president’s home now serves area visitors as the Liberty Oaks Bed and Breakfast.




  About 5 miles past West Liberty is the Oglebay Resort & Conference Center (oglebay-resort.com). Run by the Wheeling Parks Commission, this 1,600-acre public park and complex attracts more than three million visitors a year, many from abroad. Its meticulously maintained grounds, buildings, and attractions include 4 golf courses, a ski slope, 2 museums, and outstanding flower gardens.




  
Oglebay Park & Resort





  




  The park got its start in 1926 when industrialist Colonel Earl Oglebay bequeathed his summer estate, 750-acre Waddington Farm, to Wheeling for public use. Today the park includes West Virginia’s only accredited zoo, formal gardens, a lodge and conference center, nature center, numerous shops, a mansion, and a sports center. A large selection of West Virginia decorative glass is exhibited at the Carriage Glass House. While some attractions charge an admission fee, many are free.




  The Good Zoo, a contribution of the Good family, is designed for children and specializes in natural North American habitats and endangered species, such as pandas and lemurs. A petting zoo gives visitors hands-on contact with friendly furries.




  The Schrader Environmental Education Nature Center is acclaimed for its butterfly exhibit, wildflowers, interpretive nature trails, and wildlife and environmental education programs for children. It is also a regional showcase for green architecture.




  Oglebay’s busiest season occurs from November through December during Wheeling’s Festival of Lights, when more than 300 acres of trees, buildings, and structures created for the occasion are adorned with energy-saving LED lights. A 6-mile drive is required to take in all this electrical bling.




  Our scenic drive ends a few miles west in Wheeling at the intersection of WV 88 and US 40. Turn right (west) on US 40 to go downtown. Look for the landmark Windmill Pub building on the hill. Despite Wheeling’s many attractions, most travelers see little of the city as they zoom through the Northern Panhandle on I-70.




  During the 1800s, Wheeling, at the edge of the western frontier, was known as the Gateway to the West. The town flourished as a supply area for Ohio River travelers headed west or south. Its stately Victorian mansions, now a part of Victorian Wheeling National Historic District, are a tribute to the wealth and expert craftsmanship of the era.




  Land travelers heading west left town via the graceful Wheeling Suspension Bridge, completed in 1849, more than 40 years before New York’s famed Brooklyn Bridge. The Wheeling Suspension Bridge was overhauled and renovated in 1999 and still carries traffic between downtown and historic Wheeling Island (now home of Wheeling Island Racetrack & Gaming Center) in the Ohio River. The original toll was 10 cents for a man and horse, $1.25 for a four-horse carriage; now the National Historic Landmark is free for both pedestrians and vehicles. A waterfront park just south of the bridge allows for the best viewing. South of the riverside amphitheatre there stands a statue of Walter Reuther, Wheeling-born labor-union leader who died in 1970.
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Wheeling’s Suspension Bridge, built in 1849, still carries traffic to Wheeling Island.




  This northern city is also the birthplace of the state of West Virginia; regional leaders agreed here at Independence Hall (wvculture.org) to break free from the rest of Virginia and form the Reformed State of Virginia, later known as West Virginia. From 1861 to 1863, the Customs House, as Independence Hall was called then, served as the state capitol. In 1863, President Lincoln declared West Virginia the 35th state, and the capital government moved to Charleston’s more central location. Exhibits at Independence Hall illustrate the Union-sympathizing state’s secession from the Old Dominion. The courtroom where heated debates occurred has been restored, and visitors can watch a film on those events.




  Wheeling is also a center for the arts, as exemplified by Oglebay Institute’s Stifel Fine Arts Center and the Wheeling Artisan Center (wheelingheritage.org). Nor is music neglected: The Wheeling Jamboree has featured old and new performers on Saturday nights since 1933. Tickets to the show can be obtained locally or online at wheelingjamboree.org.




OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.jpg
Homer Laughlin
China Co.

Tomlinson Run
State Park

10 Kilometers

PENNSYLVANIA

OHIO

Oglebay
Resort and
Conference






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_007.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_005.jpg
Wapakonet
PENNSYLVANIA

OHI0
Carlisle_

Cambridge

Jackson O,
Washington

80 Kilometers

MARYLAND

Harrisburg
MONONGAHELA

NATIONAL FOREST
Waynesboro

{Fredericksburg

GEORGE WASHINGTON
NATIONAL FOREST

KENTUCKY

Richmond Q

JEFFERSON
NATIONAL FOREST






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_008.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_006.jpg
Interstate Highway/ y

Featured Interstate Highway © — o
US Highway/ y

Featured US Highway 3 B
State Highway/ © p o
Featured State Highway =

Local, Forest, County Road/
Featured Local Road

Unpaved Road!/
Featured Unpaved Road

Trail
Railroad

Bridge = Route Number @
Building or Structure [l Town o
Campground A Wildiife Management Area >
Dam = Small State Park, A
=i 3 Wilderness, or Natural Area

Lodge = Ski Area 4
Museum jung Visitor, Interpretive Center [©)
Pass )0

Point of Interest a

Mountain, Peak, or Butte PO

River, Creek, or Drainage e
Body of Water

State Line -

National Forest

State Forest

Wilderness Area

Wildlife Management Area/National River D






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png
PO





