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			“Kent Heckenlively and Cary Poarch expose the dark underbelly of CNN, with the shocking truth that describes a fall from grace since the stellar days of the 1980s and 1990s and the abandonment of the noble goals espoused by founder Ted Turner. This book describes the death spiral of Turner’s grand dream, caused by Jeff Zucker’s violation of basic standards of journalism, shadowy relationships with intelligence agencies and an undeclared war on conservative politics. A must read.”

			—Max Swafford, Author, Editor

			“This book may be about CNN, but its most shocking revelations have to do with the national security apparatus and its suffocating stranglehold on our government and our free press, through the use of social media companies and also through strategically embedded intelligence operatives.”

			—Ryan Hartwig, Facebook Whistleblower 

			“To state the obvious, CNN is far from the ‘most trusted name in news.’ That tag-line was adopted after the network’s meteoric rise in the 1980s as the go-to network for on-the-spot reporting of breaking news and programming featuring lively debates from differing points of view. What happened? How did it become one of the least trusted names in news? Finally, we can learn the answer. It is all here in This Was CNN. Everyone interested in understanding the demise of mainstream American media as sources of truth should read it.”

			—Dennis Prager is the co-founder of Prager University, a nationally syndicated radio talk show host and author of ten bestselling books, including most recently, the third of his five-volume commentary on the first five books of the Bible, The Rational Bible.

			“Heckenlively and Poarch do a deep dive into the cable news giant, revealing an obvious and hysterical bias against conservatives, and the nightmare possibilities of mounting cyber warfare and control by our intelligence agencies. An important book!”

			–Eric Metaxas, #1 New York Times bestselling author and nationally syndicated radio host

			“Heckenlively and Poarch do a deep dive into the cable news giant, revealing not just the bias against conservatives, but the terrifying possibility that they are preparing cyber warfare against their enemies, as well as being controlled by our intelligence agencies. Maybe we’ve been getting it wrong by calling it “fake news.” Maybe we should be calling it “spook news.”

			—Zach Vorhies, Google whistleblower, author, and Founder of Blastvideo.com
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			To those who hunger for objective, non-biased information.





 

			 

			 

			 

			 

			To act upon one’s convictions while others wait, to create a positive force in a world where cynics abound, to provide information to people when it wasn’t available before, to offer those who want it, a choice. For the American people, whose thirst for understanding and a better life have made this venture possible, for the cable industry, whose pioneering spirit caused this great step forward in communications, and for those employees of Turner Broadcasting, whose total commitment to their company has brought us together today, I dedicate the news channel for America, the Cable News Network.

			 

			—CNN founder, Ted Turner, on the network’s first broadcast, June 1, 19801





Foreword

			It was Daniel Ellsberg who once said that to be a whistleblower is to step outside the Great Chain of Being—not join another religion, but to enter outer space.

			Whistleblowers who come to Project Veritas are no longer part of the organization they came from, nor are they employees of the news organization they present their findings to.

			They are akin to space walking astronauts who bravely cut their umbilical cord from the mother ship.

			To be brave. To do something. To be the answer to the age-old question, “What can I do to make a difference?”

			In our country, to follow your conscience when many are told to sit down or forced to shut up requires an extreme amount of nerve, craziness, or courage. Maybe a bit of all three. It also requires a firmness of constitution and strong centered morality in a world where the center cannot hold. 

			I met Cary in February 2019, while he was covering the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Washington, D.C. for CNN at the time. He approached me while I was signing books to tell me he worked for a “3-letter” organization. At first, I thought he meant a federal agency—but would later find out he worked for CNN. He was inspired by something another brave whistleblower had done at Facebook. She had leaked internal documents within Facebook showing they were “de-boosting” commentary from conservatives on the platform—like Steven Crowder, for example. 

			From that moment up until October 2019, when the #ExposeCNN series was launched, Cary worked tirelessly to uncover what was happening within the network—at huge risk for his job, his family, as well as his mental health. Keep in mind that Cary had a baby on the way during this period—which added to his daily workload and stress. I recall Cary struggled with the ethics of recording a colleague at CNN—Patrick Davis—because Patrick was a good guy trapped in a bad environment. “I hate what we’ve become. We could be so much better than we are,” said the Field Operations Manager who worked at the network for twenty-five years. That moment—and Cary’s decision to capture it—became a staple of the Project Veritas curriculum. The public’s right to know what the Field Operations Manager, Patrick Davis, said ultimately won out in the end. 

			As Cary said in his interview to me, it wasn’t that he betrayed CNN, it was that CNN betrayed their vital mission of being the most trusted name in news. Cary strapped on that undercover camera because of his employer’s betrayal and served We The People. 

			Courage is not the absence of fear. It is the presence of fear and the will to overcome it. 

			Cary’s courage led to video recordings that exposed then-CNN president Jeff Zucker’s “personal vendetta” against Trump, the corporate model that encourages click-bait and rating-driven journalism instead of truth telling, as well as the wide-ranging partisanship of many employees at the cable network. The four videos that were launched obtained millions of views and were widely covered by all sides of the media.

			Courageous people coming out follows courageous people taking action. Cary’s efforts inspired the ABC News Insider who leaked the bombshell Amy Robach tape—where the ABC anchor admitted she buried the Epstein story for three years to appease the Clintons and the British Royal Family.

			Since his work with Project Veritas, Cary has flourished. He continues to devote himself to the truth and to America. He is an example to be followed.

			I speak for everyone at Project Veritas when I say that Cary is admired and appreciated for everything he has done and everything he embodies. I can only hope that there are more people like Cary out there.

			When you read this book, keep all of this in mind. But also remember that Project Veritas is constantly looking for the next Cary Poarch-style Insider.

			It is up to all of us to Be Brave and Do Something. Cary did his part—others must follow in his footsteps. The media, our country, and frankly the world is a better place for what Cary has done in following his conscience. I encourage others out there to follow his example.

			James O’Keefe III





Author’s Note by Kent Heckenlively

			How We’ve Become Unbalanced

			On the Wednesday morning after Donald Trump beat Hillary Clinton in the presidential election in November 2016, I was sitting in a science department meeting for the middle school at which I teach, when our principal, Sharon (pseudonym), came into the room.

			Sharon was about my age, mid-fifties, short blond hair, a runner like my wife, open about being lesbian, and wanted people to think of her as something of an Ellen DeGeneres type—charming, funny, hospitable, and not strident in her beliefs at all. In fact, Sharon even had a moment of brief national celebrity when NBC News came to our school to shoot a segment about her quirky habit of playing music on a boom box and dancing in her orange safety vest at the crosswalk to welcome students in the morning as they scurried to their first class. It was one of those short, uplifting vignettes in which the audience was supposed to think, Wow, I wish I had a middle school principal like that!

			Sharon walked into the room on the morning after Trump’s election, looked at all of us, put her hands on her hips, and said, “Well, fuck! Who needs a hug?”

			Even after my years in public education in California I was stunned by this vulgar comment. I’m sure she thought we were cool enough to accept the lingo and that, of course, we agreed with her. But not everyone did. My colleagues laughed, a few of them took her up on the hug offer, but I just sat there, puzzled by how to respond.

			How had such an enormous gap developed between the way I’d been taught to handle political differences in my youth and the reality I was living as an adult? As a public-school teacher, I’m aware of the enormous influence I have on young minds and of the professional demeanor I try to maintain with my colleagues. I don’t think it’s my place to be political as a science teacher or to be so dismissive of half the adult population who voted for Donald Trump.

			When the presidential elections roll around every four years, my students will inevitably ask, “Who are you voting for, Mr. Heckenlively? The Democrats or the Republicans?”

			I always respond with something along the lines of, “I think the Republicans have some good things to say, and so do the Democrats.”

			For most of them it’s enough, while others will continue to engage me, saying things, such as, “I know you’re a Democrat because you’re a teacher,” or “I know you’re a Republican because you always dress so nicely in slacks and a jacket.”

			I only smile enigmatically.

			I’m a sphinx about sharing my political beliefs at school. The parents of my students are Republicans and Democrats. The only thing I want my students to remember about me is the science I taught them, and hopefully how I often had more faith in them than they did in themselves.

			I grew up in a house with a dark-haired, olive-skinned Sicilian mother and a blond-haired, blue-eyed Swedish-German father. They met at the 1956 Republican Convention in San Francisco, so I’m guessing you might see their influence on my politics. My parents were both well-educated and enjoyed talking politics, but even more than that they enjoyed interesting people. When one of my father’s friends turned out to be close to local political figures like Senators Barbara Boxer and Diane Feinstein, and Representative Nancy Pelosi, my parents jumped at the chance to go to events these politicians attended. They were curious and willing to listen to different points of view.

			Now you understand my programming. I believe that Americans can calmly discuss anything. And when Americans speak honestly to each other, hopefully both sides learn something they didn’t fully comprehend before.

			I should also note that, from the time that the Cable News Network (CNN) was launched, on June 1, 1980, the network had no more devoted fan than my mother. As long as somebody was awake at our house, it was a good bet that CNN was on the television. CNN anchor Bernard Shaw and talk show host Larry King were the two people in this world my parents respected the most. For a scrapbook from my teenage years, I even cut out an advertisement featuring billionaire bad boy CNN founder, Ted Turner, at the helm of his yacht, Courageous, as an example of the kind of successful, colorful man I hoped to become one day.

			I’ve lived in California all my life, so I’m aware of the liberal drift from the days of Ronald Reagan to current governor Gavin Newsom. Yet, I still believed that there are lines that one should not cross, and my principal had stepped egregiously over them.

			And yet, it wasn’t the first time she’d failed to uphold standards that had once been norms and were still displayed on signs throughout the halls of our school, such as the Apple slogan to “Think Different” along with pictures of people like musician Miles Davis, Nobel Prize winner Nelson Mandela, and famed aviatrix Amelia Earhart.

			In 2014 I’d cowritten a book called Plague: One Scientist’s Intrepid Search for the Truth about Human Retroviruses and Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (ME/CFS), Autism, and Other Diseases with twenty-year government scientist Dr. Judy Mikovits, which raised the possibility that myalgic encephalomyelitis/chronic fatigue syndrome (ME/CFS), a puzzling epidemic that struck down mainly women in the 1980s in concert with the HIV/AIDS epidemic, was caused by a mouse virus that had crossed into the human population via vaccines that were grown in mouse tissue. (There also appeared to be a connection between this virus and autism, which greatly interested me as my daughter suffers from this condition.) For those who have worried about mercury or aluminum salts in vaccines, this raised a new area of inquiry, about whether it was ever a good idea to grow human viruses in animal tissues, as other viruses from those animals might hitch a ride back in the resulting vaccine.

			At the time, I’d sensed an enormous amount of hostility from my fellow science teachers (none of whom currently work with me), and it required me to have a talk with my principal. I told her of my concerns, and she asked what she could do.

			On the outside of each of our classrooms and the administrative offices is a small placard where we list what we’re currently reading, broadcasting to the students our belief in lifelong learning. I said, “You could put up that you’re reading my book. I think it’s quite an accomplishment for one of your teachers to publish a book. You should be celebrating it.”

			“But I don’t know if I believe what you wrote,” she replied.

			“You haven’t read what I wrote, so you really have no idea what I believe,” I pointed out. “Besides, I didn’t think we encouraged people to read only things they already believed. I thought we wanted people to read things which might occasionally challenge their beliefs.”

			My argument went nowhere, she never put on her placard that she was reading my book, and I had to endure being ostracized by a few insufferable science teachers until they finally chose to leave a couple years later.

			So much for the idea that she supported people who might “Think Different.”

			***

			The point of my story is that those types of violations of political norms were seen throughout our culture. They seemed to permeate so much of American life in ways that were alien to American traditions.

			I belong to a book club at a nearby bookstore, and there were generally about fifteen to twenty participants, a lively and eclectic group of people, mostly ten to twenty years older than me. A few months into 2017, one of the group, a former writer for the San Jose Mercury News, declared that she had unfriended on Facebook any of her friends or family who had voted for Donald Trump. In addition, she said she was going to work very hard in 2020 to ensure that Trump was defeated, unless he’d already been impeached by that time.

			I wondered, How are you going to convince people to vote for Trump’s opponent, if you won’t talk to the people who voted for him the first time?

			Of course, I kept such thoughts to myself, as I figured if I voiced even the slightest opposition to her ideas, I would quickly find myself on the same side as her out-of-favor friends and family.

			***

			In April 2020, just a few weeks into the nationwide COVID-19 lockdown, I wrote my second book with Judy Mikovits, Plague of Corruption: Restoring Faith in the Promise of Science, and it became the runaway science bestseller of 2020, reaching the top spot of all books on Amazon for a week, and spending six weeks on the New York Times bestseller list.

			Because of this success, I was fortunate enough to meet Zach Vorhies, better known to the public as the “Google whistleblower,” who took more than 950 pages of internal documents demonstrating the company’s political bias and turned them over to the US Justice Department and Project Veritas. Zach and I wrote a book called, Google Leaks: A Whistleblower’s Exposé of Big Tech Censorship, which was published in early August 2021.

			As a result of meeting Zach, I was introduced to another whistleblower, Ryan Hartwig, who had documented political bias in content moderation at Facebook. He had a manuscript that needed some assistance, and our resulting book, Behind the Mask of Facebook: A Whistleblower’s Shocking Story of Big Tech Bias and Censorship, was published in mid-August 2021. At the end of August, my third book with Judy Mikovits, Ending Plague: A Scholar’s Obligation in an Age of Corruption, came out. I’d been very busy.

			In late July 2021, Zach Vorhies invited me to FreedomFest in Rapid City, South Dakota, to meet the Project Veritas team. At the group’s booth in the exhibition hall, I met several of the members, and Zach pointed out Cary Poarch, the CNN whistleblower, a name I already knew.

			I walked up to him, stuck out a hand, and said, “Cary, I want to thank you for endorsing my book.”

			He gave me a curious look, as if to say, When the hell did I do that? I let him squirm for a moment, then said, “You gave a very nice endorsement to my book with Ryan Hartwig, the Facebook whistleblower.”

			“Oh, you’re the author,” he replied. “Say, listen, I want to talk to you about the book I want to write.”

			In my mind I thought, Big pharma, Google, Facebook. Of course, CNN should be next on the list. It seemed I was finding a new career as the unofficial biographer for the Project Veritas whistleblowers.

			“Give me a month or so to catch my breath,” I said, “then let’s start in September.”

			It was great fun to hang around with the Project Veritas team and Cary. James O’Keefe had several of his whistleblowers at the conference, and they put on a forty-five-minute stage show that was part lecture, rock concert, and pep rally. I was mesmerized.

			O’Keefe is such a celebrity that it’s a challenge when he wants to take his large traveling crew and assorted friends to dinner. With Zach and Cary lending me the necessary street cred, I was traveling with the Project Veritas posse in about six white vans, each seating about ten people, on our way to dinner.

			I rode shotgun in the lead van as we drove to a nearby restaurant that was supposed to be closed. But when Project Veritas called up and asked if they could have, essentially, a private party, the restaurant quickly agreed. When we arrived, the owner, a woman who looked to be in her early thirties, opened the door and in a breathless voice said, “Oh my God, Project Veritas! I didn’t believe it was really you! I love you guys!”

			There were curtains on the windows so nobody could see us as we dined, and I felt like I was traveling with a modern-day outlaw gang, the kind the authorities hate and the local population sees as heroes. Dinner lasted for several hours; then as the restaurant was closing at about nine thirty somebody said, “Hey, there’s a party at some guy’s house in the Black Hills, about thirty minutes away from here.”

			I joined the Project Veritas caravan to “some guy’s house” in the Black Hills, and around midnight (we got lost several times) we were at the house. It had a lovely outdoor area, wooded, and was right next to a rushing stream beneath a carpet of the blackest night and the brightest stars. And of course, I asked myself, What the hell am I doing here? I should be back at the hotel. My flight leaves early tomorrow.

			But then I inhaled, smelling the pines, hearing the sound of the stream, seeing the friendly lights from the house, the people sitting around talking about important things, and thought, No, being here tonight is worth missing a couple hours of sleep.

			I’ve been incredibly lucky, writing first with Judy Mikovits, then diving into Big Tech stories about Google and Facebook, and now working with Cary Poarch on this book about CNN. I like to think I write stories about heroes, people who put themselves at enormous risk because they believe there is something the public has a right to know.

			When one of my books is a success, like my books with Dr. Mikovits, it seems as if suddenly the whole world is talking about them. My wife jokes that it seems as if people only see the first name on the book and not the second, the position I usually take. When I complain about it, she brings me back to Earth by saying, “You’re probably safer that way.”

			I may not get the credit for my part of the process, but I have the honor of telling the tales of heroes. There is so much negativity in today’s culture, and these books do not shy away from describing what is wrong in many of our institutions. However, at their heart, these are also stories of exceptional courage and integrity. I believe they have the potential to rebalance our political discussions, our society, and, perhaps, the way we treat each other.

			I have added Cary Poarch to my personal pantheon of heroes.





PROLOGUE

			The Vision of Captain Outrageous

			He was nicknamed “Captain Outrageous” and the “Mouth of the South”2—media mogul and buccaneer billionaire Ted Turner, a flamboyant, outsize personality who dominated the American imagination from the late 1970s to the mid-1990s—culminating in his being named Time magazine’s Man of the Year in 1991. Turner stood six-foot-one, was trim, and sported a thin mustache like Clark Gable in Gone with the Wind, a movie he would later come to own through the purchase of the MGM movie library and show often on his Turner Network Television channel.

			If you paid attention during those days, you couldn’t help but follow Ted Turner’s exploits, not knowing whether his latest daring venture would be a smashing success or crushing defeat. Ted always gave good entertainment value. The opening paragraph of the 1991 Time article about Turner captured the duality of this troubled visionary:

			Ted Turner’s life may best be understood as a startling series of narrowly missed disasters. When he skippered his yacht in Britain’s prestigious Fastnet race in 1979, he was so absorbed in victory that he did not even know a gale was killing 15 yachtsmen in the boats behind him. His costly acquisition of MGM’s movie library in 1986, widely considered a bonehead move at the time, now looks like a bargain the Japanese would envy. The Atlanta Braves, which Turner bought in 1976, snuffled along in the gutter for years, then went from last place to first in their division this year and lost the World Series by only a bat’s whoosh. And CNN, once derided as the “Chicken Noodle Network” for its low wages and amateurish presentation, is now the video medium of record.3

			Turner was bold and brash, excellent copy for the newspapers, and yet there was a remarkably sad story behind him, of a father he idolized, but also of a father who brutalized him. Sometimes the father would beat him with a wire coat hanger, and at other times, if his disappointment with Ted was severe, his father would turn the tables and tell his son to beat him.

			“He laid down on the bed and gave me a razor strap and he said, ‘Hit me harder,’” Turner told interviewer David Frost. “And that hurt me more than getting the beating myself. I couldn’t do it. I just broke down and cried.” The most famous story of this dynastic war is the time Ed Turner sent Ted a letter at Brown University for having chosen to study the Greek classics. “I almost puked on the way home today…I think you are rapidly becoming a jackass and the sooner you get out of that filthy atmosphere, the better it will suit me,” Ed Turner wrote. The angry son retaliated cunningly: he published the letter in the college newspaper. But he eventually switched his major to economics.4

			There is much in Turner’s story to make one wonder how he ever made anything out of his life, much less become one of the great historical figures in media. At the age of six, Ted was sent away to boarding school; in the fifth grade, he was sent to a military academy, and his father “punished him at home for such omissions as failing to read a new book every two days and charged him rent during summer vacations.”5

			At the age of fifty-three, Ed Turner shot himself, and Ted went to work saving the family billboard business, which his father had left on the edge of collapse. After rescuing the company, he set his sights on loftier goals, hoping to exorcise the wound of his father’s disapproval.

			Turner proved far more adept even than his father at the billboard business. So as the money rolled in, he turned to sailing and broadcasting in pursuit of his father’s elusive benediction. By 1982, when he was 43, he had successfully defended the America’s Cup, launched the first station distributed nationally to cable systems via satellite and the first 24-hour news network, and made the first edition of the Forbes 400 list—enough success, he says, to have begun to lay “the ghost” of that paternal judgment “to rest.” But he was still an emotional cripple. Turner’s role model as a grownup remained an alcoholic father whose behavior was as extreme as it was unpredictable, who boasted about his sexual conquests, fought often with his wife and ultimately divorced her after 20 years.6

			The picture painted of Ted’s father was of a predatory capitalist who was never satisfied with personal relationships and viewed people as commodities to be whipped into shape, and if that didn’t work out, they were sold at a loss. While Ted may have clashed with his father, he emulated much of his negative personal behavior.

			He was such a determined womanizer that he made clear to Janie before their marriage in 1964 that he had no intention of becoming monogamous, according to several intimates. “I didn’t like being alone on the road” is how Turner today explains his numerous entanglements. Robert Wussler, his former senior executive vice president, says Turner’s amorous philosophy was “a port in every storm.” In some cases, it was literally a woman in every port: he once scandalized the yachting circuit by sailing around with a blonde Frenchwoman tending galley, sometimes topless.7

			By virtue of his upbringing, Ted was clearly a damaged human being, and yet he achieved remarkable things. His style was to find an opening in some untapped area created by technological change, talk a lot about how he was going to succeed, then do it. One of his favorite slogans was “Early to bed, early to rise, work like hell and advertise!”8 His bluster and bravado were as much a part of his marketing strategy as his financial statements.

			And yet, it had all paid off for Turner by 1991, including putting to rest some of his personal demons.

			Among the events carried live by CNN in 1991 were the Baghdad bombings that began the Persian Gulf War, the Soviet coup and the emergence of Russian President Boris N. Yeltsin, the trial and acquittal of William Kennedy Smith and the confirmation hearings of Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas.

			The honor caps a busy year for Turner. The television magnate’s Atlanta Braves won the National League pennant before losing a dramatic seven-game World Series to the Minnesota Twins, and he married actress Jane Fonda earlier this month.9

			Ted Turner seemed to be a classic American character, part visionary, part huckster, taking on the establishment, and when he started winning, changed from a Peter Pan–like man-child into somebody responsible, not just worried about profit, fame, or the next woman in port. From the 1991 Time piece on Turner:

			For the past six years, Turner has made a public career of saving the planet…. He used to talk about war as an efficient way to weed out the weak members of society; in 1986 to promote world peace, he staged the Goodwill Games in Moscow, on which he lost $26 million, and staged them again last year in Seattle, losing an additional $44 million…. “If we don’t make the right choice after we have all the information, then we don’t deserve to live,” he told members of People for the American Way, a liberal organization that awarded him its Spirit of Liberty prize in November. “I don’t think that’s the case, but it’s going to be real close.”10

			Turner had evolved into somebody who wanted to keep the United States and the Soviet Union from getting into a nuclear war that would devastate the planet, as well as promote environmentalism. For a time, he was the largest landowner in the United States and currently runs more than forty-five thousand head of buffalo at his various ranches,11 trying to restore that magnificent animal to some of its historic range.

			While there were many personal episodes that led him to the brink of personal change, it seems to have been the psychiatric medication lithium, prescribed by Frank Pittman, MD, that brought about the greatest change in Turner.

			Pittman did two important things for Turner. The first was to put him on the drug lithium, which is generally used to treat manic depression as well as a milder tendency toward mood swings known as cyclothymic personality. Turner’s colleagues and J.J. Ebaugh, the woman for whom he left Janie, suddenly saw an enormous change in his behavior. “Before it was pretty scary to be around the guy sometimes because you never knew what in the world was going to happen next. If he was about to fly off the handle, you just never knew. That’s why the whole world was on pins and needle around him,” says Ebaugh, “but with lithium he became very even tempered. Ted’s just one of those miracle cases. I mean, lithium is great stuff, but in Ted’s particular case, lithium is a miracle.”12

			The second important thing Dr. Pittman did for Turner was to get him to explore his relationship with his father and put those demons to rest. What remained of Turner still had the same fire and outrageousness, but the edges had been smoothed. His marriage to Jane Fonda would end in 2001, but it seemed the young rebel was on his way to becoming an elder statesman.

			By 2003, however, Turner had been maneuvered out of CNN, as detailed in 60 Minutes with Mike Wallace:

			He’s in charge of just about nothing. He doesn’t even have a voice any more in the running of his baby, Cable News Network [CNN]. He says his formal role has been that of advisor—but it’s not really what he wants to be.

			When the plan to merge Time-Warner with AOL was first announced, Turner voted for it with unbridled joy.

			At the time, he said he “did it with as much or more excitement and enthusiasm as on the night I first made love 42 years ago.”

			But now he has a different view: “Well, you know, on the eve of something like that, it was very clear that it was going to go through. So I might as well have gone along with it.”

			Was it a big mistake? “It was,” says Turner. “Absolutely.”13

			What becomes of rebels, renegades, and revolutionaries as they get older? Do they create genuinely different ways of doing things, a new and better kingdom? Or does their rebellion eventually become co-opted, a high price offered for the rebel’s remarkable creation, along with promises it will be well-treated, only for the rebel to later realize these were false promises?

			When CNN was launched in June 1980 in Atlanta, Turner said he hoped that its coverage would “bring together in brotherhood and kindness and friendship and in peace the people of this nation and this world.”14

			Ted Turner has great wealth, but since the deal in 2003 he has had little influence on the public dialog as it has degraded to the point where many barely even recognize it. I am certain that many younger readers of this book will not even know the name Ted Turner.

			But they do know his creation, CNN.

			In the pages of this book, Kent Heckenlively and I ask how far CNN has strayed from the vision of its founder.





CHAPTER ONE

			Two Years at CNN Is Barely Enough to Scratch the Surface

			Cary spent a little more than two years at CNN, working as a satellite uplink technician under contract, at the Washington, DC, bureau. He had amazing access. He was no more than thirty yards away from the desk of long-time CNN anchor Wolf Blitzer. He might bump into some of the other anchors or reporters, like Jake Tapper or Dana Bash, walking down the hallway or see chief legal analyst Jeffrey Toobin eating alone by himself again in the CNN cafeteria. Cary even got to listen in on CNN president Jeff Zucker’s daily 9 a.m. calls in which he gave direction to his news and production team about what they should cover that day.

			For about six of those months, Cary was an undercover operative for Project Veritas, filming his interactions and uncovering what he believed to be the most important story in the world, the rampant political bias at CNN, which billed itself as “the most trusted name in news.”

			When his video for Project Veritas was released on October 14, 2019, as well as several that followed, he thought he’d told the story. After all, everybody was calling him the “CNN whistleblower.” Hadn’t he spilled all the secrets?

			He still believes that he added important pieces of information to the public debate, especially concerning political bias at the network. He’d remain preoccupied with the CNN story, assisting the production of several subsequent stories about CNN by Project Veritas, where he now works as an investigative journalist.

			However, as the investigations for this book will clearly show, he had barely scratched the surface.

			***

			If you can believe it, Cary started his work for CNN in the summer of 2017 as a die-hard Bernie Sanders supporter, having spent much of the previous year volunteering at least ten hours a week for his campaign in Colorado, where Cary lived at that time. Like many Bernie Sanders supporters, he was stunned when Bernie essentially threw in the towel in favor of Hillary Clinton in March 2017. Along with many of his fellow disillusioned Bernie Bros, he wondered if Bernie’s wife had been taken hostage or whether their favorite democratic socialist had received a really big payout.

			The CNN bureau in Washington is physically located in the top four floors of an eleven-story building on First Street, not far from Union Station. Cary’s job at CNN was to make sure that its two satellite trucks were ready to go at a moment’s notice, drive the vehicle to the location, get all the technology working to support the reporter or anchor in the field, and when the story was over, pack up all the gear and drive the truck back to the Washington bureau.

			Cary is a social creature by nature, so with the abundant free time offered by the job, he’d roam through the CNN office, introducing himself and making general conversation. Cary is originally from the South and knows how to be cordial, so when he saw somebody, he’d stick out his hand and say, “Hi, I’m Cary Poarch, the new engineer. I’ll be in charge of the satellite trucks.” His impression of most of the people was that they were friendly, forthcoming, and very professional.

			Early in the job he introduced himself to Wolf Blitzer, and they had a friendly conversation. Everybody loved Wolf Blitzer.

			Cary got a totally different reaction from anchor Jake Tapper, who seemed surprised that a lowly employee would speak to him and sputtered out a quick “Hi!” before retreating to his office. Cary remembers thinking, I guess it takes all kinds.

			Chief political correspondent and anchor Dana Bash and chief national correspondent John King were always friendly and good conversationalists.

			Over time, his favorite person at CNN became legal analyst Evan Perez. He was genuinely courteous, respectful, and always willing to share his legal opinions. Evan relished getting into hypothetical conversations about where a developing news story might go and didn’t mind sharing his opinions about people like Attorney General Bill Barr or what he thought might be contained in the upcoming Mueller Report—which people at CNN were awaiting with the anticipation one imagines the ancient Israelites had for Moses as he descended from Mount Sinai with the Ten Commandments.

			***

			Cary’s disillusionment with CNN began with the Charlottesville riots of August 11 and 12, 2017. For months there had been simmering tension over the question of whether it was appropriate to have statues of Confederate figures in public parks, as were still found in the South.

			As a Southerner himself, Cary has mixed feelings about this question and genuinely appreciates the opinions on both sides. If you put a gun to his head and force him to take a side, he’ll tell you, “Let’s take them down.” But he also understands that those who want them to remain are not necessarily racists. Just because somebody chose the wrong side doesn’t mean he is devoid of any humanity or goodness.

			On the night before the planned August 12, 2017, protest, there was a preliminary gathering, which looked to many as if the demons of America’s past had been resurrected. As later reported:

			In the evening, hundreds of white nationalists gather at University of Virginia ahead of August 12th’s planned Unite the Right rally. Wielding torches, their chants include phrases such as “white lives matter,” “Jews will not replace us,” and the Nazi-associated phrase “blood and soil.”15

			Like most in the country, Cary was following these reports with horror. When he went to sleep on August 11, he had a sneaking suspicion that this would be the first time he’d be driving the CNN satellite truck to a location to cover a breaking story.

			Shortly after 10:30 a.m. on August 12, he got the call to take the truck down to Charlottesville, Virginia, and within an hour he was on his way. The CNN engineer who would handle the tech after he set it up was in the passenger seat on his laptop, providing updates on the spiraling violence. As later described by FactCheck.org:

			 

			1:02 p.m.—Corinne Geller, a spokesman for Virginia State Police, says in an interview with Fox News that “all sides” had engaged in throwing bottles and other debris in what had been—as of that point—a violent, but non-fatal confrontation.

			1:19 p.m.—Trump tweets, “We ALL must be united and condemn all that hate stands for. There is no place for this kind of violence in America. Let us come together as one!”

			1:31 p.m.—CNN airs an interview with [David] Duke at the rally, which he said represents a “turning point.” The former Klan grand wizard said, “We’re going to fulfill the promises of Donald Trump. That’s what we believed in. That’s why we voted for Donald Trump, because he said we’re going to take our country back. And that’s what we gotta do.”

			1:40 p.m.—A driver, later identified as James Alex Fields, Jr., speeds down Fourth Street and into a crowd of counter-protestors who are marching in the street. Fields then throws the car in reverse and speeds away.

			2:01 p.m.—On Twitter, Duke criticizes Trump’s tweet calling for everyone to “condemn all that hate stands for.” Duke retweets Trump’s post and writes, “So, after decades of White Americans being targeted for discriminated & anti-White hatred, we come together as a people, and you attack us?”16

			 

			Why was CNN airing an interview with David Duke if it was interested in lowering the potential for violence? It seemed as if CNN was fanning the flames of violence and blaming it on President Trump.

			However, an hour and twenty-three minutes after the car attack by James Alex Fields Jr., and three minutes after the death of Heather Heyer was announced, Trump delivered remarks about the ongoing violence. Here is part of what he said:

			But we’re closely following the terrible events unfolding in Charlottesville, Virginia. We condemn in the strongest possible terms this egregious display of hatred, bigotry, and violence, on many sides. On many sides. It’s been going on for a long time in our country. Not Donald Trump, not Barack Obama. This has been going on for a long, long time.

			It has no place in America. What is vital now is a swift restoration of law and order and the protection of innocent lives. No citizen should ever fear for their safety and security in our society, and no child should ever be afraid to go outside and play or be with their parents and have a good time.

			I just got off the phone with the Governor of Virginia, Terry McAuliffe, and we agreed that the hate and the division must stop right now. We have to come together as Americans with love for our Nation and true affection—really, and I say this so strongly—true affection for each other.17

			Carey was not a Trump supporter at this time, but he did believe in basic fairness. And Trump had said what he expected any president to say in response to a tragic event.

			A few days after the attack, Cary and the engineer went to the house of Marcus Martin, a black man who had been injured in the car attack. They patched him into an interview with Chris Cuomo, in which Martin said he’d simply gone to the rally to oppose the racists and promote love.18 It was powerful to be in the room with this man as he spoke about what he’d endured.

			On Monday, August 14, 2017, less than forty-eight hours after the car attack, Trump spoke again about the Charlottesville violence. This is part of what he said:

			I just met with FBI Director Christopher Wray and Attorney General Jeff Sessions. The Department of Justice has opened a civil rights investigation into the deadly car attack that killed one innocent American and wounded 20 others. To anyone who acted criminally in this weekend’s racist violence, you will be held fully accountable. Justice will be delivered.

			As I said on Saturday, we condemn in the strongest possible terms this egregious display of hatred, bigotry, and violence. It has no place in America. And as I have said many times before, no matter the color of our skin, we all live under the same laws, we salute the same great flag, and we are all made by the same almighty God. We must love each other, show affection for each other, and unite together in condemnation of hatred, bigotry, and violence. We must rediscover the bonds of love and loyalty that bring us together as Americans.
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