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					CHAPTER ONE


					About Poverty and Wealth


					―Open your path in life with your mindset


				
				
					Recorded in Japanese on November 8, 2019

					at Happy Science Special Lecture Hall in Tokyo.

					English translation.

				

			
			
			
				
				
					1

					The Difference between

					Poverty and Wealth

				
				
				
					The reality of communism:

					Elites are possessing the wealth

				
				
					The topic I will discuss today should become increasingly important in the years
					to come. It is nothing new but an issue that existed 2,000 or 3,000 years ago, and
					even further back. 

				
				
					After the Industrial Revolution, the bourgeoisie emerged and a division was created
					between them and the working class. In the meantime, Marxism rose and spread the
					idea, “Taking money from the wealthy and distributing it to the poor is good.” This
					was countered by the famous book Self-Help by Samuel Smiles, which introduced many
					examples of how ordinary people attained success through hard work and effort. Having
					said that, the communism-like idea still remains to this day and is very deeply rooted
					in society even after the fall of the Soviet Union. This means that the idea itself
					has existed from a long distant past. 

				
				
					Of course, if the reason is justifiable, there is nothing wrong with the idea of
					realizing a fair, well-balanced society by redistributing wealth. However, when this
					Marxist idea is taken too far, crimes such as robbing the wealthy could become justified.
					The Japanese periodical dramas often depict stories where burglars sneak into the
					houses of wealthy merchants like Oumiya and Echigoya and steal a box of 1,000 gold
					coins. There is also the legend of a Japanese heroic outlaw named Nezumi Kozo Jirokichi,
					who stole in the name of justice. He would climb up on the roof with the money he
					had stolen from the rich, scatter it to the poor, and claim that this was a good
					deed. Acts like these can end up being justified if Marxism is taken to the extreme.
					

				
				
					Marxism justifies violence as well as violent revolutions. It also supports the idea
					of stealing money from the exploiters and redistributing it to the poor. In reality,
					however, we know there is a certain Marxist country ruled under a one-party autocracy.
					There, the communist elites assume the position of the head of political sectors—mayors,
					for example. These elites have taken over the role of the nobles, and regardless
					of whether they get money directly or not, they monopolize wealth by finding ways
					to benefit their family members and relatives. What is more, they stash their wealth
					in different places around the world. This is what is actually happening in the country,
					and I often feel they are doing the opposite of what Marxism proposes. 

				
				
					I recently watched experts discussing the Hong Kong issue. One of them was a professor
					at Kanda University of International Studies named Mr. Korogi. His name is a little
					unusual as it sounds the same as the Japanese word for cricket. Anyway, he said something
					like, “I bet Marx would be surprised if he saw the current situation in China.” But
					I do not think that [the spirit of] Marx knows anything about the current world.
					The professor said, “I thought the idea [of communism] was to attain equality by
					taking money from the wealthy and exploiters, such as capitalists, and distributing
					it to the poor. But instead, it is only benefitting the communist elites by making
					them rich and is only used as a tool to climb up the career ladder. This is quite
					strange.” I remember him making a few remarks like this. Perhaps the professor thinks
					Marx was a good person, although the fruits of his work became bad. 

				
				
					Marx used to run a newspaper called the Rhenish Newspaper, which was named after
					the Rhine River. He also wrote articles for it, but the business eventually failed.
					Marx himself was probably full of grudges and thought, “I can’t accept that a newspaper
					carrying excellent articles written by a great writer like me was put out of business.”
					This is only my guess, but I believe this is what he thought, as it is normal for
					anyone to envy other successful companies if their own one goes out of business.
					In reality, the media industry with the support of a large capital will survive whereas
					those with limited capital resources will easily go bankrupt. 

				
				
					This applies not only to the media industry but also to retailers. Weak businesses
					will quickly go under while big businesses remain strong. That being said, as I walk
					the streets, I recently see big businesses with many chain stores and brands closing
					their stores one after another. I see many of them with “out of business” signs.
					Even popular chain stores with several branches can lose against older local stores,
					while at other times, a new rival store can come in and outdo some older local stores.
					This is the harsh reality. 

				

				
				
					Issues related to poverty and wealth

					can educate humans

				
				
					The issue of the wealth gap that economic studies discuss is simply not a matter
					of whether wealth is good and poverty is bad; it goes beyond. It has a role in educating
					humans at certain points in their lives. No one wants their business to fail, be
					in the red, or go bankrupt. Job cuts are a terrible thing to cope with. Although
					job-hopping is the norm in today’s society, it is not a good thing for companies
					or stores to go out of business. 

				
				
					What would happen if a country is led by a Marxist communist party that loathes the
					bourgeoisie and zaibatsu [financial cliques]? The party would be able to take full
					control of the nation and create new structures of power and economy while the public
					is left in the dark. So, we cannot necessarily say that this is a better system.
					Communism is fundamentally based on atheism and materialism, and these ideas do not
					necessarily work against moneymaking in this world. Businesses in communist countries
					could be run in an extremely cold-blooded manner. Workers could be used as if they
					were robots. 

				
				
					On the other hand, what about countries like America? Big companies like Facebook
					have emerged and expanded all over the world. Facebook has many users across the
					world, though I am not one of them. When Mark Zuckerberg was a student at Harvard
					University, he programmed a social networking software for Harvard students that
					allowed users to find compatible partners through their profiles. His software eventually
					spread to other universities. As the market expanded, it spread across the world
					and made Zuckerberg a billionaire. Also, I think he officially stated that he is
					an atheist and does not believe in any religion. The only times he says that faith
					and religion are important are when he visits other countries. But he could have
					said so to help carry out his business smoothly or out of cultural respect for the
					country he was visiting, so it is difficult to know what he really thinks. 

				
				
					In a job that only requires the use of computers, I assume that God or Buddha or
					any deep sense of humanity is unnecessary. Nowadays, even computers have been combined
					with home delivery services to form one type of business, and it is driving many
					big retailers with chain stores or big department stores to go out of business. These
					new businesses first started on a small scale like guerrilla warfare but eventually
					seized power by expanding their businesses into various fields. Their strategy is
					like “the dots become lines and lines become surfaces,” so I guess it makes sense.
					

				
				
					After the Japanese government raised the consumption tax from 8 percent to 10 percent
					on October 1, 2019, even 7-Eleven, the king of convenience stores, announced that
					they are closing in 1,000 locations. Mitsukoshi Isetan, a big department store, is
					also closing some of its branches. An article in the weekly magazine today said that
					it may even go bankrupt. 

				
				
					Sogo is no exception. Please excuse me for using a local example, but there is a
					big Sogo department store in front of Tokushima Station in Tokushima Prefecture,
					my hometown. Since its opening, it enabled people in Tokushima to buy products that
					were only available at shops in major cities, and we felt that the level of culture
					in Tokushima was slightly raised. However, I recently heard that this store would
					close down, even though it is in Tokushima’s prime location. Tokushima Prefecture
					and its neighboring Kochi Prefecture are now one electoral district, but people would
					often distinguish the two by saying, “There is one thing that Tokushima has but Kochi
					doesn’t; it’s Sogo.” People in Tokushima have been proud that they can shop at a
					stylish store, but now, Tokushima will be on par with Kochi. As a side note, I do
					think it is a little odd how Sogo is going down when the Consumer Affairs Agency
					is located nearby, so I am dubious as to whether the Agency is conducting the consumption
					survey effectively. In any case, the world is changing rapidly and it is quite difficult
					to keep up with the change. 

				

				
				
					The connection between discrimination

					and the issue of poverty and wealth

				
				
					Shakyamuni Buddha taught the Four Pains of Birth, Aging, Illness, and Death. Other
					than these, religions also sometimes teach about poverty, disease, and conflict,
					so the pains of poverty and conflicts could perhaps be added to the Four Pains. The
					issue of poverty has existed for a very long time. Some people may start off wealthy
					but can become poor later on. It is quite difficult to explain the causes surrounding
					these issues. 

				
				
					Happy Science teaches the idea of reincarnation, but Hinduism, a traditional religion
					of India, for example, is using it to preserve the caste system. They say, “The reason
					why you are born into nobility now or are given the rank of Maharaja is because you
					accumulated virtue in your past life. The reason why you are born into poverty or
					the slums like Harlem [in New York] where people live in barracks is because you
					committed evil in your past life.” They adopt the idea of karma in this way to explain
					the differences in class so that they can maintain the caste system. What this shows
					is that no matter what idea we put forth, the outcome could change depending on how
					people use it. 

				
				
					In the U.S., too, there was a time when African Americans were clearly discriminated
					against. Restaurants were separated into blacks only and whites only, and the same
					went for restrooms. At times, even schools and buses were separated, and it was difficult
					to eradicate this kind of segregation even in the U.S. 

				
				
					The issues of poverty and wealth are often linked to prejudice and discrimination.
					From a sociological standpoint, this is an interesting topic that we can look into
					endlessly. It is not an easy topic and we cannot conclude it with a simple logic.
					

				

				
				
					I understood the flow of money

					after working in society

				
				
					I studied economics and business management during my university days. But looking
					back, academic studies alone did not help me to understand anything about real-life
					economy and management. 

				
				
					I learned modern economics from a professor who was the son of the famous Kaizuka
					Family—a family of scholars including Hideki Yukawa, Tamaki Ogawa, and Shigeki Kaizuka.
					He was a professor at the University of Tokyo and was known for his substandard lectures.
					He used a 500-page modern economics textbook written by a few scholars and just read
					it out during class. He did this for the entire school year. 

				
				
					I was speechless; all he did was read it word for word. I wanted to say to him, “Can’t
					you at least try to make the class a little more interesting? Since you are teaching
					economics, you must know that creativity is important for a business to succeed.”
					However, once the students were enrolled, we were like sheep in a pen; we had no
					choice but to attend the class because we needed the credits to graduate. So I had
					to listen to him reading from a textbook all year. There was no point in me taking
					notes because it would be the same as copying from the textbook. I sometimes wanted
					to skip class, but he would occasionally point out the mistakes in the graph and
					make changes by saying, “This should be higher” or “That should be lower.” If I had
					not been there, I would not have known about the changes and would have been troubled
					if they came up in the exam. So even though I found the class quite boring like everyone
					else, I still attended. But I could not understand a thing about modern economics
					through his class. I doubt the professor, himself, understood it even though he was
					teaching it. He was just reading out of the textbook and rumbling on. 

				
				
					I also attended a Marxian economics class, which used to be an official academic
					subject. I do not know if this class still exists—I doubt it does—but it was quite
					popular. It was popular especially for those studying humanitarian subjects simply
					because of its nonmathematical nature. All that the students needed to do was learn
					philosophy, so they could easily earn credits. I took both modern and Marxian economics,
					and I remember thinking that the professor who taught Marxian economics seemed to
					worship Marx. He showed endless respect saying, “Marx is great. Engels is great,”
					and admired anyone under their stream of philosophy. I thought that Marxism was indeed
					like a religion and perhaps this is one of the reasons why it spread. On the first
					day of class, the professor wrote down the entire table of contents of the textbook
					on the blackboard without referring to anything, all just to show us that he had
					memorized the entire systematic theory by Marx. To me, he seemed very proud, much
					like a religious person who tries to show off that he has memorized a whole sutra.
					

				
				
					Although I took both these classes, I still did not understand anything about the
					economy. I only understood how money flowed for the first time when I started working
					in the real world. I also read all kinds of economic newspapers as supplemental material
					or textbooks to understand the economy. I read newspapers like the Nikkei Shimbun,
					Nikkei Sangyo Shimbun, Nikkei Kinyu Shimbun, Nikkan Kogyo Shimbun, and various others.
					In addition, I read some monthly business magazines like Economist and Toyo Keizai,
					as well as books written by those who influenced the economy such as company owners,
					or economists who voiced their opinions to businesspeople. After studying all of
					this and being engaged in work, I finally got a sense of how the economy worked.
					I could not understand this through academic studies. 

				

				
				
					A prominent business management professor’s

					surprising remark

				
				
					At the University of Tokyo, I took a business management class taught by Professor
					Okamoto who was said to be a prominent scholar of business management. I still have
					the paperback he wrote; it has many underline markings that I drew as a student.
					I still cannot forget what he said at the beginning of the class. He said, “I am
					a business management scholar, but I don’t know how business is managed in the real
					world.” Indeed, he had never managed a business, so it was understandable that he
					did not know. He went on to say, “While I can compare the database of different companies,
					I don’t know how to manage a company. For example, I can compare the account settlements
					of Toyota and Sony and explain the differences, but I cannot explain what brought
					about these differences.” I remember him saying something like that. I later ended
					up engraving deeply into my heart that the business management theories that I studied
					were not useful in real-life business. I was quite disappointed to have been taught
					“dead” studies, although most students were happy with just earning the credit. 

				
				
					This experience was one reason why I created the Faculty of Successful Management
					at Happy Science University [HSU]. Of course, this does not mean that everyone who takes its classes will be successful. However, as long as we teach management, I
					want our professors to search for ways to succeed in business and share that knowledge
					with the students. Those who teach it need to have this mindset or aim in this direction.
					Otherwise, they will end up just giving an analysis of each company as critics do
					and say, “This company went bankrupt. This one succeeded, and this one more than
					doubled in size.” Unless the professors can explain why these companies turned out
					the way they did, their classes will not truly benefit the students. 

				
				
					My business management professor was a good man, so I do not think he went to hell
					[after death]. Even so, the fact that his class was so fruitless made me sad. After
					all, management should be more than mere knowledge that you understand in your head.
					You need to understand that management largely influences many people’s happiness
					and unhappiness. Without passion, you cannot succeed in your business. You cannot
					expand it if you do not have a great cause or a sense of mission to help many people
					become wealthy. Unless the professor teaches these things to the students, their
					classes will be meaningless. This is how I truly feel. 

				

			
			
			
				
				
					2

					The Truth about Educational Inequality

					and Wealth Gap

				
				
				
					Being a smart student with a good memory alone

					will not make you successful in society

				
				
					People often say that the wealth gap arises from educational inequality. In hindsight,
					those who have received high-quality education tend to earn a higher salary, so you
					could say that the discrepancy in income is the result of the parents’ investment
					in their children’s education. Education can indeed be one factor, but if its content
					is useless, perhaps high-quality education is not the direct cause for them to become
					wealthy. They may have started on the right foot, but if they do not put in the effort
					to attain wisdom or enlightenment in terms of financial matters and management through
					work, they will not ultimately succeed. Even if you are a smart student with a good
					memory and know various theories by heart, that in itself will not make you successful
					in the real world. 

				
				
					Every academic field has different schools of thought that teach various ideas. But
					it is up to each individual as to how they understand these ideas or whether they
					use them in their real work or not. So we cannot necessarily say that education will
					make people successful in their work. 

				
				
					For example, Mr. Shirakawa, the former governor of the Bank of Japan, was a brilliant
					student at the University of Chicago and he studied the idea that increasing the
					money supply will help the government control the economy better. But when he became
					the governor, he did not supply money and was stingy, so the economy did not improve
					at all during his time. On the other hand, Mr. Kuroda who succeeded Mr. Shirakawa
					did completely the opposite and conducted a large-scale monetary easing. What I am
					trying to say is how difficult it is to apply academic theories to the real world
					appropriately. 

				
				
					Some people say that income inequality arises due to the difference in education.
					This idea may be true if the teachers have to take full responsibility for the results
					that students achieve. In my opinion, however, what education can provide students
					with are mostly opportunities and motivation, and it is each individual who is responsible
					for the end results. 

				

				
				
					Considering the effect of environmental inequality

					and income inequality on education

				
				
					Currently, MEXT [Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology]
					is being widely criticized for considering the acceptance of English proficiency
					tests—provided by private companies—as part of the university entrance exam. In addition,
					its minister is being heavily criticized for making a comment that sounded like he
					approved of the wealth gap. He said something like, “People should live within their
					means.” 

				
				
					As I run Happy Science Academy and HSU, I am currently involved in the field of education
					myself, and I know very well that the various English proficiency tests help improve
					the student’s English abilities. So, I agree that students should study for these
					tests. However, since old times, income inequality has always existed between families,
					and this cannot be helped. Especially, families living in the countryside and families
					in the cities are in extremely different situations. It has recently been said that
					students in the countryside are at a disadvantage because they do not have easy access
					to the venue where the English proficiency test is held, while students in the cities
					have access to take the test as many times as they want for practice. However, it
					has been like this for a long time. This is true with English tests and other exams,
					such as mock exams taken at preparatory schools. 

				
				
					That being said, examination sites are more accessible now. Back when I was a student,
					Sundai Preparatory School—a prestigious preparatory school back in the day—held its
					mock exams in only two locations; Tokyo and Kyoto. This was because Sundai school’s
					T-score [pass rate prediction of entrance exam] would greatly change if many students
					in the rural regions took the exam. In other words, the test results of the students
					from rural areas would affect the average score of the students in the parent school,
					so the exam was only offered at the two locations. 

				
				
					For this reason, I had to travel to Kyoto to take the mock exam. I took the Tokushima
					Line from Kawashima Town to Tokushima Station and traveled to Komatsushima. There,
					I took a ferry to Wakayama, which took about 2 hours and 40 minutes. From Wakayama,
					I took the Nankai Railway to get to Namba, Osaka. Then, I took the Keihan Railway
					to get to Sanjo in Kyoto. My brother, who was four years older than me, was living
					in Kyoto, so I stayed in one of the two small rooms of about five square meters in
					the boarding house he was renting in Ginkakuji Michi. The Sundai school sometimes
					rented out rooms in universities such as Ritsumeikan or Doshisha as exam venues,
					and I remember staying in my brother’s room overnight just to take the exam and then
					returning home the next day. Anyhow, the Sundai school held its mock exams in only
					two regions because they did not want their T-score to change by allowing the students
					from the rural areas to take them. 

				
				
					In later years, the principal of the Tokushima Ichiritsu High School, which was one
					of the four high schools in Tokushima City, went to negotiate with the Sundai Preparatory
					School regarding the mock exam. He asked Sundai to hold the exam at his school for
					the students in Tokushima Prefecture and it was accepted. Students in Tokushima could
					now take the exam at Ichiritsu and were given results, but even so, their scores
					were not included in the T-score of Sundai—the students who took the exam in Tokushima
					were not counted and their scores were excluded from the statistics. There were about
					8,000 to 10,000 examinees across Japan, so the students in Tokushima Prefecture could
					only compare their scores against the total statistics and see how well they did.
					They were not counted as examinees. This kind of environmental inequality has undeniably
					existed for a long time. 
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