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			To Shelly Shipper

			You know why.
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			Author’s Note on Wages, Cost of Living, and Pirate Booty

			When discussing pirate history one of the first questions people inevitably ask is, “How much is pirate treasure worth today?” 

			The biggest obstacle in translating the value of pirate booty from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries is multilayered. To make a precise monetary equivalent of a pirate’s “take” in twenty-first-century money is not truly possible. However, a rough estimation can be achieved.

			During the time these pirates lived, the US dollar did not exist. When US currency was officially minted in 1783, the British one-pound sterling note had the purchasing power of five US dollars. I have used this ratio when estimating monetary values.

			For the reader to get a better perspective of the disproportionate amounts being transported on seized vessels to wages or goods of the general public, I have used the historic standard of living. 

			Though there might be a few similarities, the exact goods available in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries cannot be purchased today. Quantities of items were extremely limited. Everything had to be produced by hand. For example, women hand-stitched clothes, as the first sewing machine was not invented until 1790.

			With wages so low in that time, a great many items could be purchased with one penny. Lodging and food were relatively cheaper than today. Other items such as imported cloth, fine clothes—such as a wealthy man’s brocade coat—or a pair of shoes came with very high price tags. 

			Before decimalization in 1970, the denomination of currency in Britain broke down to:

			4 farthings = 1 penny (called a pence, written as d.).

			2 half pennies, called ha’pennies = 1 penny (pence).

			12 pennies (pence) = 1 shilling (written as s.).

			20 shillings = 1 pound (written as £).

			£1 = 20s = 240d, means 1 pound is equivalent to 20 shillings or 240 pence (pennies).

			10 shillings and 6 pence = 1/2 guinea.

			21 shillings = 1 guinea. 

			For example, if I purchased a man’s wig for the amount of one pound, fifteen shillings, and one penny, the price tag would read £1.15.1 or £1.15s.1d.

			The Spanish piece of eight, an eight-reale silver coin, was in heavy circulation in the North American colonies. It had the same purchasing power as one English pound. 

			To entice men onto a blue-water voyage (a long ocean journey), a minimum of one month’s wage was paid in advance. Because it was widely known that the life and work on a merchantman ship was harsh, the advance lured men to sign on. This tactic did not always work to a ship owner’s advantage. It was not an uncommon occurrence for men to desert at the first port once they had received their pay. The more common payment arrangement was percentages of their wage doled out at various points in a ship’s journey, with the final payment made upon return to the home port.

			The political climate, as it does even to this day, influenced wages and prices. Prices went up during wartime. Commodities were harder to get. The economic and political influence of individuals with wealth was great. Since there was less of everything in those centuries, according to historian Jan Rogoziński “a man with £500 cash in his pocket possessed more wealth than 99 percent of the population of Europe and North America.” 

			Below I have listed the wages of a ship’s crew throughout the eighteenth century. All values are for monthly wages unless otherwise stated.

			Captains of varied ship sizes received £5 to £6.

			Captains of large vessels, such as those run by the East India Company, received £10.

			First mate or mate received £3.63 to £4.38. 

			Second mate (only on a large ship) received £2.50 to £3.

			Carpenter received £3.08 during peace and £4.09 during war. If teaching an apprentice, he would receive an additional £2 or £3.

			Surgeon received £3.06 during peace and £4.09 during war.

			Boatswain (the petty officer) received £2.52 during peace and £3.20 during war.

			Gunner received £2.10 during peace and £3.20 during war.

			Cooper (the builder of wooden barrels) received £2.07 during peace and £2.80 during war.

			Sailmaker, caulker, and armorer received £2 to £3 a month. 

			Cook received £1.62 during peace and £2.40 during war.

			Able-bodied seaman (a.k.a. able seaman), a man with over two years’ experience sailing as a deck hand, received £1.65 during peace and £2.58 during war.

			Foremastman (a.k.a. common tar, a.k.a. common seaman) received £1.46 during peace and £2.20 during war.

			Merchant seaman received £1.32 to £2.60.

			Ship’s boy (a.k.a. cabin boy, a.k.a. servant to ship’s officers) received 4s.17d.

			Army and navy recruitment sign-on bonus was 1s.

			As a wage comparison, a household servant directly below that of butler received £4 to £5 yearly. An unskilled laborer received 9s. per week.

			I have listed below the cost of a variety of foods and goods able to be purchased in the port of London in 1700.

			1 quart single ale or beer sealed 	4d.

			1 quart best ale or beer sealed	6d.

			1/2 loaf of bread	1d.

			1 pound cheese domestic	4d.–6d.

			Enough gin to get intoxicated	1d.

			Enough gin to get dead drunk	2d.

			1 quart best claret	6d.

			1 pound butter	8d.–10d.

			1 pound fatty bacon	10d.–1s.

			1 pound candles	2s.6d. 

			1 pound coffee	4s.9d.–6s.

			1 capon (chicken)	1s.

			1 pound tea	7s.6d.–16s.

			1 dozen rabbits at market	7s.

			1 pound lye soap	1½d.

			1 quart best quality bottle of port 	6d.

			1 sealed bottle of white wine	1s.–8d.

			1 tavern meal of bread, cheeses, beer (quantity unknown) 	2d.

			1 bed, 1 man, 1 night	1d.

			1 yard rich brocade satin	18s.6d. 

			1 piece (14½ yards) of Indian Spring Muslin 	9s.

			1 pair men’s yarn stockings	3s.2d.

			1 pair men’s silk stockings	17s.4d. 

			1 pair “stout” shoes	7s.

			1 pair men’s lace ruffles	16s.

			It is no wonder men took their chances at going “on the account,” given that wages and goods at home were so meager and their own life choices so limited.

		

	
		
			Introduction: The Evolution of Piracy

			Most people today believe pirates first came into being toward the end of the seventeenth century, considered by historians to be the beginning of the Golden Age of Piracy. It was a time when the European countries of England, France, Spain, Portugal, and the Netherlands were vying for the riches of the New World. However, from the moment man learned how to tie logs together and sail the waters there have been pirates.

			The earliest mention of pirates is inscribed on a clay cuneiform tablet found in the town of Ugarit, on the coast of Syria. These pirates were a combination of tribes dubbed by locals as the Northern Sea People. Between 1220 BCE and 1186 BCE, they consistently attacked the shipping commerce of Egypt, Syria, Crete, Phoenicia, and Cyprus, using the rocky terrain and watery inlets as prime areas for sneak attacks. They terrorized villages along the coast, stealing whatever they wished and capturing townspeople to sell at various slave markets along the way. 

			It took a massive sea battle in 1186 BCE, spearheaded by Egyptian Pharaoh Ramses III and his naval fleet, to finally end their terror. A carved bas-relief commemorating this victory is considered to be the first pictorial representation of a sea battle. It can be viewed on a temple wall near the modern-day city of Luxor.

			With the establishment in the eighth century of the various independent Greek city-states vying for power and control over land and trade routes, piracy once again reemerged, stronger than ever. By the third or fourth century BCE, the Greeks coined a specific name for these marauders: peirates, meaning “one who attacks.” So fierce were these men, city-states paid pirates not only to collect tribute from a weaker city, but to provide protection if they themselves were attacked. With this practice becoming commonplace, pirates became more brazen by kidnapping high-ranking citizens for ransom. 

			By this time pirates were so numerous, and their attacks so frequent, that commerce along the Mediterranean nearly stopped. Greek city-states were forced to align in a combined attempt to rid the waters of their constant threat. This only fueled the pirates’ wrath, and as a result they created one of the most brutal, torturous deaths for a captive: keelhauling, a crime that is erroneously attributed as being invented by pirates of the seventeenth century. 

			To keelhaul a captive, pirates would tie his hands and feet with two long lengths of rope and throw the victim overboard. They would then pull the ropes across the ship’s deck from bow to stern a number of times, dragging their captive underwater the entire length of the ship, scraping his body along the ship’s wooden hull while drowning him at the same time.

			Needless to say, the Greek city-states weren’t successful in eliminating the pirate threat. It wasn’t until 331 BCE that Alexander the Great’s naval general Amphoterus was able to stop their murderous activities, only to have piracy slowly reemerge after Alexander’s death in 323 BCE.

			The constant struggles between the Greek city-states and their inability to permanently defend themselves from pirates helped lead to the collapse of the Greek Empire and the emergence of the Roman Empire as a far greater power in the world. Although the Roman Empire was the strongest military power on land, the Romans neglected to secure their commercial water routes and discovered that they, too, had to contend with pirates attacking in large numbers. 

			Now calling these men and women piratia or piraicos, meaning “of or belonging to a pirate or robber on the sea,” the Roman Empire was stymied. The government tried everything from constant sea battles to political ploys to end pirate attacks. Diplomats would guarantee to protect lands against the marauding pirates if settlements and cities agreed to join the Roman Empire. This tactic was successfully used in 229 BCE on the settlements along the Adriatic and Ionian Seas against the pirate queen Teuta, who previously had run roughshod over the area.

			Even future emperors were not immune from the threat of pirates. In 75 BCE, on his way to Rhodes, Caius Julius Caesar, then a young man in his twenties, was captured at sea by the pirate fleet of Spartaco and held for ransom. Outraged that they asked such a meager price of twenty talents (31 kilograms of gold weight) for his return, Caesar flippantly remarked that he was worth more than a mere twenty, suggesting they demand fifty talents for his release. The pirates quickly agreed to the suggestion. After pillaging the Roman galley, they released the vessel to resume its journey and deliver the ransom request.

			The pirate island of Pharmacusa, off the coast of Caria, in Asia Minor, was a large pirate settlement. With his physician, Cinna, and his personal slaves, Caesar remained their hostage for months. Once the ransom was paid and before departing the island, he acknowledged that Spartaco had treated him and his associates kindly. Caesar then informed Spartaco that when he ascended to power he would capture all of them. But he would make sure Spartaco’s death was swift and painless. It would take a number of years, but Caesar made good on his word.

			It was not until 36 BCE that Emperor Octavian, with a series of combined land and naval attacks, eradicated piracy from the waterways of the Mediterranean, an achievement that would stand for more than three hundred years. But at beginning of what is now called the Dark Ages, piracy reemerged with devastating consequences throughout Europe from an area unknown to most at that time, the Viking North.

			Except for a few minor raids, Vikings were virtually unknown in Western Europe. That all changed on June 8, 793 CE, when Vikings who appeared to have risen from hell itself attacked the island of Lindisfarne, situated off the northern coast of England. They looted the monastery situated on the island, which housed one of the richest repositories of church wealth in all of England. After slaughtering monks, taking captives, and stealing all of the wealth stored within, they sailed away before the island’s alarm bell could even be rung. The Viking age of terror fell upon Europe for the next three hundred years. In that time Viking pirates would sweep across half of the continent, changing its geographic, economic, and ethnic dynamic forever.

			Unable to quell the onslaught of the Vikings, European kings and princes wisely acknowledged their power and presence and made peace offers of land, title, wealth, and even their daughters in marriage. 

			One such marriage was that of pirate Rollo Ragnvald (a.k.a Rolf Hrolf). In 911CE, Rollo set his sights on the riches of France. He was easily able to conquer the lands along the River Seine. His large force of Normands (or “men of the North,” as the French called them) sailed up the Seine and besieged Paris to near starvation. King Charles III brokered a treaty with Rollo. He granted Rollo the valley of the lower Seine, the title of duke, and his daughter, Princess Gisla, in marriage, on the promise that Rollo would defend France from any and all future invaders. Thus Rollo became the Duke of Normandy in the province of Normandy (land of the men of the North). The Viking invasion of Europe ended in the late eleventh century. Piracy diminished, though it was never completely eradicated.

			Beginning in the thirteenth century, England, France, and Spain engaged each other in a series of naval wars and uneasy treaties, leaving much of their countries’ commercial shipping to suffer at the hands of an ever-increasing number of pirates from every Western European country. That century also saw the legal creation of the English privateer under King Henry III. In 1243 Henry III issued the first military letters of marque. The term is derived from the Latin marcare, meaning “seize as a pledge,” and from the Old French marque, meaning “seizure of goods.” The letters allowed any man or ship to attack with impunity any and all ships of an enemy nation. Within these legal documents was a pledge that the king would receive half of all the plunder acquired. This helped King Henry to not only lower taxes on his already financially strapped countrymen, but also have the money to rebuild his navy.

			With the Viking invasion of France in the ninth century, the ship merchants and sailors of Brittany (a province on the northwest coast of France) took up arms against the Viking raiders. A tradition of noble seafaring fighters was passed down through generations. These families were dubbed la course or corsaire, derived from the Latin cursa or cursus, meaning “voyage after plunder,” later anglicized to corsair. By the thirteenth century, the French corsair, unlike the English privateer, did not require a legal document to assist the navy in the pursuit of his country’s enemies. He loyally defended France and her ships when called upon.
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			We know the story of Columbus and his quest, funded by the king and queen of Spain, to find a shorter water route to India. On October 12, 1492, Christopher Columbus sighted an unknown island, which he named San Salvador. For Western European countries, his discovery of the “New World” changed everything.

			Using native guides from the Taino tribe, Columbus explored the islands he was to name San Salvador and Hispaniola (now known as Haiti and the Dominican Republic) and claimed them as the property of Spain. Noticing the gold jewelry adorning the native Arawak Indians of Hispaniola and told the gold stone was easily acquired, Columbus knew he had stumbled across an easy source of wealth for himself and Spain.

			Columbus returned with proof of his success and laid the items out before the royal court. Amazed at the abundance of these riches—jewelry, gold nuggets, exotic parrots and fruits, and native slaves—King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella agreed to mount a larger expedition of discovery and conquest. 

			To guarantee that the Spanish claim be the first legitimate one, King Ferdinand requested a blessed edict from Pope Alexander VI. Declared in 1493, the edict granted Spain the right of complete sovereignty. This covered any and all lands that Columbus had or would discover within a radial longitude of 320 miles west of the Cape Verde Islands, situated off the western coast of Africa. 

			The Pope was thrilled to grant the edict, as he saw it as a way to Christianize all “heathen people” that Columbus encountered, people who would eventually become subjects of Vatican edicts. It would also bring into the church coffers a percentage of all the wealth found in these new lands through the church’s tithe system.

			This news did not sit well with the rest of Western Europe. Portugal was especially furious and believed that, as a devoutly Catholic nation, it too should receive a papal edict for a portion of the newly discovered land. On June 7, 1494, under extreme pressure from Portugal, Pope Alexander VI brokered the Treaty of Tordesillas with the two Catholic countries. Spain agreed to move the invisible line of its holdings approximately 933 miles west of the Cape Verde Islands. This enabled Portugal to claim the entire country of Brazil under the papal jurisdiction. Therefore, Portugal was assured that Brazil would never be attacked by Spain.

			King Francis I of France believed his country had as much right to any lands and treasure in this new land as the Catholic countries. Even as he sent an official protest to the pope, Francis commissioned his privateering corsairs to set sail immediately to the Caribbean.

			By this time King Henry VII of England had achieved peace with France. With a severely depleted wartime navy and treasury, he needed to find a way to rebuild the navy and refill his coffers. While King Francis sent protests to the pope, King Henry quietly issued privateering letters of marque to whoever wished to undertake the voyage. Henry intended to wait and see if indeed the New World held as much wealth as the rumors suggested. 

			Pirates from every nation, not caring whose ship they attacked, followed the wild stories and sailed to the Caribbean, now referred to as the Spanish Main or the Main, to find out for themselves. To their delight, the wild stories and hushed rumors of untold wealth were true.

		

	
		
			Chapter One 

			Why Turn to Piracy?

			Why would someone choose to risk his life and turn pirate? There are many reasons, all of which are anything but straightforward. 

			Between the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries, wars between England, France, Portugal, the Netherlands, and Spain were so frequent they became the normal way of life for the average citizen. The power struggle for religious and commercial world dominance played out in the theater of the royal courts and religious institutions with little regard for the everyday citizenry.

			Spain by the sixteenth century had established a commercial and naval stranglehold along the length of the Spanish Main. In 1554, Queen Mary I of England, Elizabeth’s Catholic half-sister (not Mary of Scotland), and Philip of Spain entered into a political marriage, hoping to add England to Spain’s sphere of influence. Now England was further divided into the powerful religious factions of the Roman Catholic Church and the Protestant Church of England. When Mary died in 1558, her will stated that, legally, since Philip, now King of Spain, was also her husband, he should ascend the throne of England as rightful king. Philip viewed this as his royal destiny. 

			However, the English council, made up of a majority of Protestants, feared if indeed this were to occur, religious persecutions would escalate. Therefore, the council crowned the Protestant Elizabeth I queen. Since Elizabeth ascended the throne at a young age, Philip believed he could still achieve his goal by proposing marriage. With her numerous refusals to his “romantic” attempts, Philip’s admiration for her turned to hatred. By refusing him, she understood that he would eventually attempt to secure her throne through military force. Elizabeth wasn’t incorrect in her assessment, for Spain began to covertly ferment insurrection in the heavily Catholic countries of Scotland and Ireland. 

			From previous years of military encounters, Elizabeth was faced with a badly depleted national treasury and weakened military. Needing time to build up both the royal treasury and naval forces, she used her political brilliance to diplomatically avoid war with Spain until 1588. On May 19 of that year, King Philip II launched his heavily armed armada across the English Channel to finally conquer England. Through a combination of clever British naval maneuvers and the severe, unpredictable winds of the channel, the armada was destroyed. Any vessel remaining afloat returned to Spain in defeat.

			After the war triumphant ships returned to English harbors, where hundreds of sailors intended to disembark. But typhus and fatal dysentery had spread quickly through the English fleet during the weeks of fierce fighting. Officials in the cities realized they had no facilities to help the sick or house the healthy. 

			City officials provided additional rations to feed the men but forced the weary and sick sailors to remain aboard the fleet ships for weeks. The diseases continued to spread due to overcrowding, filth, and lack of medical care for the contagious men. When finally allowed to disembark, the survivors discovered that no one would offer them rooms. The streets became their only home.

			And yet military recruitment continued. With a huge percentage of injuries and deaths occurring during sea voyages, there was a constant demand for men to enter the naval service to meet the conscription quotas. 
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			To understand why piracy reemerged and flourished, it helps to understand everyday life for the common man in places such as England. Toward the middle of the fifteenth century, considered the Age of Enlightenment, serfdom began to slowly disappear in countries such as England. The idea of choosing one’s livelihood, and seeking a guaranteed wage, drew many men and boys from the rural countryside’s tenant estates and villages. They hoped to make something of themselves by relocating to cities and port towns. However, opportunities for employment were not what they expected.

			Guilds ran the majority of stores and trade shops. A person needed to apply first for an apprenticeship at his chosen guildhall. Working for years and receiving little to no pay, the apprentice hoped to become a master at the craft, which would enable him to open his own establishment. 

			For many born to the lowest social strata, joining the navy to become a fully trained sailor was the only guarantee of wages and employment. Others joined for the lure of adventure or to escape the law. The navy, desperate for sailors, would have thieves and murderers released from local gaols (jails) and led directly to naval ships to serve out their sentences. Also, debtors who owed less than £20 sterling ($10,000) in a combined or single debt could escape the fate of prison if they agreed to join the navy.

			Other sources of bodies able to fill a naval compliment were the many orphanages and desperate parents who sold their boys for money. Boys as young as 8 years would be signed on as servants or cabin boys. That age was considered optimum, for they could understand all the regulations and react quickly in urgent situations.

			The so-called street urchins running free throughout cities had two options available for survival: enter the underground criminal element or go dockside looking for work on a ship. Boys were assets at sea for their height, speed, and dexterity, and during combat situations they served a vital role as “powder monkeys.” Aboard ship the highly volatile gunpowder was stored loose in wooden barrels. To be as safe as possible, the barrels were stored in their own dry room, called the powder magazine, powder room, or magazine. This room was situated on the lowest deck (the orlop deck). Extreme care was required in and around the room. The loose powder was so volatile, only the powder master assembled the explosive-filled paper cartridges and only prior to a combat encounter. Once a canvas or leather canister was filled with loaded cartridges, a boy rushed it up all the companionways (stairs) to the gun decks, making sure the powder within didn’t spill, get damp, or get near any flame. This was by no means a safe or easy job.

			This experience on naval and merchant ships would elevate a boy’s standing if he ever wished to join pirates. No longer would he be considered a mere servant or cabin boy, but a full crew member and thus entitled to a rightful share in any prizes seized. 
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			In England, at every port city, the naval admiralty established an impress service. The regulations governing this service stated that the appointed regulating officer and his crew could lawfully seize any man between the ages of 18 and 55, no matter what his occupation or status, for service to the Royal Navy.

			And so the dreaded press-gangs roamed the port cities with impunity, able to physically force males into service, using whatever means they thought necessary. If a press-ganged individual came from a wealthy family, he had a chance to pay his way out of the conscription by bribing the impress service men.

			The admiralty guaranteed to pay a fee to the impress officer for every person he delivered to a ship. Under English law, by accepting a shilling coin ($25), a man legally and instantly volunteered himself into service to the Crown. Whether the man was conscious or not, a shilling would be found in his possession. It took no time at all for the existence of press-gangs to be known throughout the harbors.

			Since a man-of-war could be seen on the horizon hours before docking, a city alarm would sound and potential targets would rush to hide as best they could. Though press-gangs were sanctioned to enter any home or business looking for able-bodied men, it soon became harder for them to find anyone. Thus the impress service traveled deeper into the country’s farming communities. It became an easier task to grab men unaware of press-gangs. This helps explain why so many Welshmen were registered in the naval musters and named in pirate trials of the time.

			If any man, once aboard a naval ship, tried to escape from its hellish conditions, he would be considered a mutineer, tracked down, and executed. The naval courts considered the man guilty whether he had been forced into the navy or truly volunteered for service.

			Seamen aboard merchant ships soon discovered they were not exempt from press-gangs. Legally, a naval captain could freely board any ship and conscript as many men as he saw fit. By law, he was required to leave as many men as necessary aboard to enable the vessel to sail on its original voyage. This did not always happen, putting untold physical stress on the men remaining.

			For the impress service the easiest places to find “volunteers” became the many taverns and alehouses. The method was simple: Start a drunken brawl with the intended victim, then either beat him unconscious or drag him out in chains. 

			Another brilliant setup was the tankard/shilling entrapment. Unscrupulous barkeeps, being bribed by an impress representative, would covertly drop a shilling into a tankard before it was served. When the customer realized there was something in his drink and fished out the coin, he would immediately be approached by the press-gang and informed that by touching the coin he had accepted the Crown’s pay in advance. 

			This worked quite well until word spread concerning this ploy. Before they raised their tankard to drink, men began to stir the liquid with any object they had on them. If a coin was discovered, a new drink would be ordered, and the patron would check once more for the evasive shilling until he was satisfied. Once that occurred the men of the press-gang could merely wait until their intended target raised his tankard to drink. With his view obstructed by the solid bottom of the tankard, they would rush their victim.

			However, honest tavern keepers began to lose business. To quell the tide, the glass-bottomed tankard was introduced. Not only was a patron able to check whether there was a shilling hidden in his brew, but the glass afforded an unobstructed view, giving the mark a slim chance to elude an attacker.
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			It did not matter if a man volunteered for service or was press-ganged; the naval captain basically owned him. Along with the long list of naval regulations, a sailor needed to abide by each captain’s own set of rules. With complete control over his men and ship, a captain rarely had to account for any actions he took with regard to his men.

			A sadistic, psychopathic captain who took great delight in tormenting, torturing, or even killing his sailors ruled without fear of reprisals. With such complete control, no officer under him had any authority to stop such behavior lest he turn his captain’s cruelty onto himself. It took a brave sailor to report such cruelties to the High Court of the Admiralty. He had to be willing to surrender a large portion of his wages and acquire legal representation. Though rare, there are historic trial accounts given by titled naval officers against such captains. 

			Even if a captain was a fair-minded person, life at sea was filled with hard work, little sleep, poor rations, and cramped and filthy insect-ridden, rat-infested quarters. Sailors also had to contend with unexpected storms or attacks. A man would be released from service only when officially informed his enlistment time was up.

			Under these conditions, captains feared possible mutiny. All handheld weapons, such as swords, rifles, and flintlock pistols, were stored below deck in a locked cabinet or room. Only a handful of trusted officers carried keys. 

			Desertion or mutiny became the only options of escape afforded sailors. It proved easier to slip away from a naval ship than attempt to get an entire crew to agree to a full mutiny. To eliminate this temptation many captains forbade their crews from going ashore. Records tell of crews locked below deck with armed officers guarding them while the ship was resupplied and made ready to sail. Thus mutiny was the only choice if disgruntled seamen wanted to take over a merchant ship, declare themselves free of their contracts, and sail away as pirates.

			What became of the honest sailor? After a peace treaty was declared, the naval ships sailed home and thousands of men poured back into cities. When attempting to collect their past wages due, nine out of ten were told the country’s treasury was drained. They were penniless. For able-bodied men the only options open to them were the merchant lines. So many men applied for those jobs that the captains could drive wages down to starvation level and men would still sign on. 

			And history repeated itself on land. To the ordinary citizenry, the influx of these leather-tanned men, with their strange ways and vocabulary, was scary, even if they were merely asking for an honest day’s work. Except for a number of harborside taverns or alehouses, no shop or trade would hire them. Some former tenant farmers returned to their homes in an attempt to readapt to their former life, but few succeeded. So the majority of them returned to the harbors. If no other options were available, men reluctantly reupped onto naval and merchant ships, hoping this time their promised wages would materialize. Men became further disillusioned and vengeful concerning their lot in life for having to make this decision. This cycle would recur through the coming centuries of continual war.

			For Elizabeth I, men were always needed aboard her naval fleet, and not just to confront enemies in the Caribbean Sea. She had a pirate closer to England who was a constant thorn in her side: an Irish chieftain, Grania ni Mhaille, better known as Grace O’Malley. She was born in Ireland (circa 1530) during the Irish clan wars and England’s push to occupy Ireland before Catholic Spain could get a foothold so close to Protestant England. Grace was the daughter of Owen O’Malley, chieftain of a mighty seafaring warrior clan whose territory covered the western coast of Ireland. 

			The O’Malley clan not only boasted huge herds of cattle, but unlike other clans who sailed close to the coastline, they ventured afar, trading with France and Spain. Upon her father’s death Grace became chieftain. By creating a stranglehold on Irish commerce, England hoped Ireland would become submissive and surrender to its rule. To that end England prohibited any Gaelic clans or any nonresidents to trade in Galway, a major trading center for Ireland and England. Refusing to comply, Grace began pirating any ships outside Galway Harbor, considering them all fair game and forcing Elizabeth to divert much of her navy and military to deal with this female pirate upstart. On September 6, 1593, after many turbulent years of fighting, Grace O’Malley and Queen Elizabeth met in a private audience and agreed on a truce to curtail Grace’s pirating activities.

			Besides fighting Grace O’Malley so close to home and patrolling the Spanish Main, experienced sailors were needed in newly discovered countries recently opened to English trade and exploration. Trade routes abounded to India, Asia, Africa, and Madagascar, continuing along to the Middle East, most prominently to Persia (present-day Iran). In addition to the African slave trade, called “black gold” or “black ivory,” one of the biggest enterprises of the English empire was the establishment of the East India Company.

			Officially founded in 1600, it was financed by English businessmen and the private coffers of the English crown. The East India Company became so vital to English commerce that the company was housed in an army garrison in the city of Calcutta, India, for the protection of its employees, ships, and cargo.

			The wars in Western Europe continued to allow pirates and privateers to take advantage of the less-fortified holding and commercial shipping of every country. Privateers, sailing with the protection of their nation’s letter of marque and under its flag, had free rein to attack any and all enemy cities or shipping. There were strings attached, however, for the licensed privateers. Governments directly or through appointed officials received a licensing fee, a percentage of all plunder, and—perhaps most important—an additional free navy fighting their enemy. 

			With treaties being broken every few years, war became a never-ending cycle with ever-changing alliances affecting every man, woman, and child. Each war and treaty built up further animosity between countries. The list below represents just a fraction of the bloody conflicts raging from the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries:

			
					The War of the Portuguese Succession (1580–1583): Philip of Spain crowned king of Portugal. France, England, and Portuguese loyalists vs. Spain and Philip’s loyalists.

					The Anglo-Spanish War (1585–1604): France, England, and Portuguese loyalists vs. Spain, Portugal, and the French Catholic League.

					The Dutch-Portuguese War (1602–1661): Dutch Republic and England vs. Portugal.

					The Anglo-French War (1627–1629): England vs. France.

					First Anglo-Dutch War (1652–1654): Commonwealth of England vs. Dutch Republic.

					The Nine Years’ War (1688–1697): England, Dutch Republic, Holy Roman Empire, Spanish Empire, Duchy of Savoy, Swedish Empire, and Scotland vs. France and English Jacobites.

					The War of the Spanish Succession (1701–1714): England, Holy Roman Empire, Italy, Germany, Austria, and Dutch Republic vs. France and Spain. Considered by many the first world war of the modern era, it is also viewed as the war that exponentially increased pirate activity. 

			

			[image: ]

			The War of the Spanish Succession was rooted in the death of King Charles II of Spain. He died in 1700 without an heir to the throne. In his will Charles gave the crown of Spain to the French prince Philip of Anjou. King Louis XIV of France, Philip’s grandfather, immediately acknowledged him as king of Spain, and declared that now France and Spain would become a united front. Because France’s power was already considered too great a threat, other countries formed the Grand Alliance. 

			Their aim was to prevent France from acquiring Spain and to place the Hapsburg archduke Charles of Austria on the Spanish throne. The war broke out in 1701. In 1711, with the bloody conflict still raging, Emperor Joseph I of Austria died. His rightful successor for emperor of the Holy Roman Empire was Charles of Austria. This shocked and scared the other countries in the Grand Alliance. 

			They clearly understood that Charles would be a greater threat to them all if he controlled Spain and Austria, than if Philip became king of Spain. With this new and greater threat looming before the Grand Alliance, a shrewd King Louis XIV brokered an acceptable peace. The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 placed Philip V on the throne of Spain with the condition that France and Spain would never unite. As part of the peace terms, England received Gibraltar, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, the American Hudson Bay territories, and a monopoly on the slave trade in Latin America. Now officially the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, Charles of Austria finally agreed in 1714 not to pursue the throne of Spain, and he signed the Peace of Rastatt, agreeing to all the treaty’s terms.

			With the Great War over, former sailors and seamen from every country watched as wealth from the Spanish Main and exotic countries beyond once again flowed freely to ports in ever-increasing numbers. As they had done numerous times in the past, each country’s treasury stated that it had little to no monies to pay the wages promised to enlisted men. Decommissioned sailors as well as unemployed seamen were left to fend for themselves. Knowing they would never receive what was legally their due, an attitude of “What do I have to lose?” swept like a fever through the former ranks. Their options were starve to death, beg for scraps, turn to the criminal underground, or go to sea as a pirate. Already familiar with ship life, the vast majority decided to take a chance on piracy. With a few exceptions, the majority of pirates wished to literally “sail under the radar.” Their goal was simple: steal enough wealth to sustain themselves, return to land unrecognizable, and live out a comfortable life.

			And so the biggest influx of piracy began. 
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