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  To my travel-loving family, who has encouraged me to travel the world.

  And to Joe—our journey is just beginning.


  Acknowledgments

  I’d like to thank my family members, both immediate and extended, for providing many of the color photographs that appear in this book. I hope seeing them here makes your travel experiences come alive again.
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  INTRODUCTION
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  Traveling cross-town in Manhattan every morning to get to work is one of my favorite times of the day. No, it’s not because I’m a “morning person;” nor is it because I enjoy being herded like cattle onto the subway. Rather, it is for the journey, albeit brief, that I take to get there and for the people whom I meet (and sometimes interact with) along the way. Rarely does this journey seem routine, and by the time I get to the office, I have already learned one new thing, been fascinated by another person’s story, or observed something that I had never before seen.

  On arguably a smaller scale, this “trip” to work contains the facets of travel about which I am most passionate. I can admit that I much prefer to be the tourist rather than to dodge the wide-eyed New York City tourists standing in the middle of the sidewalk gazing up at the sky (or the ceiling). Nevertheless, as soon as they open their mouths, they enable me to take a brief journey of my own. Some may call it daydreaming, but I prefer to call it reminiscing . . .

  I pass by a few Spanish speakers, and in doing so I travel back to Spain, where my host family is fervently discussing a TV program as I try with all my brain power to catch each and every word that seems to be flying off their tongues.

  I assist a couple lost on the subway, and in the process I recall the time that, as a teenager who knew not a word of French, I wandered around Paris by myself. I had lost my friend on the Champs de Elyssees, at which point panic began to set in, before I eventually found her where I had started.

  I grin as a family engages a NYC tour bus employee, as I recall riding the double-decker bus in London with my own family members.

  I admire the way the visitors view the old cathedrals, synagogues, and various other places of worship, as I remember walking from cathedral to cathedral in Italy and admiring the exquisite synagogues in Israel.

  I long to bask in the sun with the couple sitting on the bench, or the teenagers at the park, as I think fondly of leisurely days spent in the Aruban sun.

  I try to put myself in the shoes of the young woman who takes in a seemingly commonplace Manhattan street scene, and I recall walking the streets of Morocco and marveling at its unique beauty.

  Naturally, most travel requires time and resources. But those feelings that we undergo doing something—anything—new, even on our walk to work, can be re-experienced over and over again.

  Technology often plays a part, for better or for worse, in this ability to experience new things over and over again, via a camera lens, a computer, or a movie screen. Nevertheless, it is important that, when time and money allow, we open ourselves to new experiences, which enable us to climb out of our comfort zone and to see things for the first time. There’s nothing like seeing the world’s wonders in person.

  I could go on forever singing the praises of travel, but the fact of the matter is that the quotes in this book do a much better job of this. And for that reason, I will leave you with some very brief words of wisdom (if I can be so bold as to proclaim them as such): remember that experience is not defined by how many days it’s been since you left home or how many miles you’ve traveled. Whether you’re crossing the bridge to the neighboring city or making your way around the world, it’s usually more enjoyable if you focus on how you feel and what you take away from the journey.

  That’s what you’ll remember when you arrive home.

  —Julie Ganz,

  Spring 2014
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  PART ONE
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  They Came, They Saw, They Conquered

  The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.

  —MARCEL PROUST

  • • •

  Two roads diverged in a wood and I—I took the one less traveled by.

  —ROBERT FROST

  • • •

  For my part, I travel not to go anywhere, but to go. I travel for travel’s sake. The great affair is to move.

  —ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON,

  Travels with a Donkey in the Cevennes

  • • •

  I was a traveler! The word never had tasted so good in my mouth before. I had an exultant sense of being bound for mysterious lands and distant climes which I never have felt in so uplifting a degree since.

  —MARK TWAIN,

  Life on the Mississippi

  • • •

  Travel brings power and love back into your life.

  —RUMI

  • • •

  A man of ordinary talent will always be ordinary, whether he travels or not; but a man of superior talent (which I cannot deny myself to be without being impious) will go to pieces if he remains forever in the same place . . .

  —WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

  • • •

  I think that travel comes from some deep urge to see the world, like the urge that brings up a worm in an Irish bog to see the moon when it is full.

  —LORD DUNSANY

  • • •

  I beg young people to travel. If you don’t have a passport, get one. Take a summer, get a backpack and go to Delhi, go to Saigon, go to Bangkok, go to Kenya. Have your mind blown, eat interesting food, dig some interesting people, have an adventure, be careful.

  —HENRY ROLLINS

  • • •

  I am not the same having seen the moon shine on the other side of the world.

  —MARY ANNE RADMACHER

  • • •

  My pictures are evidence that I was there, that I cared enough to pay attention, that I noticed, and honored, those tiny miracles of life we are all given, along whatever path we have chosen to travel. Now, when I travel, I feel a simultaneous quickening of desire, and a thickening of time.

  —DOMINIQUE BROWNING,

  The New York Times

  • • •

  I like animals. I like natural history. The travel bit is not the important bit. The travel bit is what you have to do in order to go and look at animals.

  —DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

  • • •

  Delight in travel has for long been an English characteristic, but among the young men of the ’twenties the cult became an obsession.

  —CHRISTOPHER SYKES

  • • •

  Tourists and travelers aren’t so different. They might characterize each other in stereotypical fashion but essentially they both want to enjoy being somewhere else.

  —DICCON BEWES

  • • •

  Travel penetrates your consciousness, but not in a rational way.

  —MARTIN GLASER

  • • •

  I knew that travel would also reinforce those shared traits that make us all members of one human family: the laughter, the tears, the need for community, the love of children, and that special tingle of pleasure we all feel when we touch each other’s hearts.

  —RITA GOLDEN GELMAN,

  Female Nomad and Friends

  • • •

  Travel is “Maybe I don’t have to do it that way when I get back home.”
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