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1 Scrapper


You might not think that puppies are the kind of animals who are interested in secret forts, but guess what? We totally are!

This is Scrapper. He’s my best dog friend. He lives one house over from the Davis farm.

There’s a forest in between our homes, and we love to play there. But not today. Today we were playing at Scrapper’s house.
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Scrapper has three humans in his family. There’s Tom and Rey and their son, Hank. Hank’s a really great kid, but more importantly, he’s an amazing ball-thrower.
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Humans might not understand why dogs like to play fetch so much. But honestly, I can’t see how it’s so different from two people playing catch.
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Only, fetch is better! You get to run all over the place and catch the ball—or stick or Frisbee—in your mouth. Then you get to chew and slobber all over it!

What’s not to love about that? Humans should try it sometime.

Plus, if it weren’t for fetch, Scrapper and I would have never discovered our secret dog fort!
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You see, we were playing a special game of fetch. Hank had a brand-new bouncy ball. How bouncy was it? It was faster and bouncier than any ball I’d ever seen.

On Hank’s first toss, that ball flew deep into the woods, and Scrapper and I chased after it.
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That ball rolled past rocks, flew off roots, and sprang over fallen tree trunks. When it finally slowed down, guess where it had landed? Right in front of a small, gray, bushy-tailed squirrel!
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Now, what was a dog supposed to do when he had to choose between a ball and a squirrel?

I froze. Scrapper paused. But that squirrel sure knew what to do.
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He kicked the ball as hard as he could with both his feet and sent it flying even deeper into the forest.
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And then he took off running, hopping away as fast as he could go.

Scrapper and I looked at each other. There was only one choice.

I mean, we could chase squirrels anytime—there were so many of them in the woods. But there was only one wonderful mega bouncy ball that we knew of. And we had to catch it!
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Panting and feeling the wind whooshing through our fur, we dashed between trees and leaped over logs searching for that ball.

Finally, Scrapper and I skidded to a stop when we found it nestled in a bed of moss to the side of a pile of fallen trees. I went after the ball, but Scrapper was looking at something else.
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2 Summer Days


I turned to see what Scrapper had found. He was sniffing at the base of the tree.

Suddenly, he stood on his hind legs and pushed on one of the tree trunks with his front paw.

“Waaa ah ooo oooing?” I asked.

But Scrapper couldn’t understand me. It’s hard to talk with a ball gripped between your teeth.
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