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The Glitter End


The most beautiful jewels in the kingdom of Wrenly came from deep within the caverns that lie beneath the Stone Forest.

The gnomes of Wrenly mined the gems, like diamonds and pearls, for the kingdom.

Pilwinkle, the chief of the gnomes, was in charge of everything that went on in the Stone Forest.
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He was especially proud to oversee the building of a new fountain in the center of the Den of Diamonds. When it was done, water would spout from the top and spill over the edges until it reached the bottom.

The gnomes chiseled away at the fountain.

With all this work going on, it was extra noisy in the caverns. But the gnomes loved the sound of hard work.

As Pilwinkle made his rounds, a gnome named Wayrich tapped him urgently on the arm.
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“Chief Pilwinkle!” cried Wayrich. “Something’s amiss in the Pearly Gates!”

The Pearly Gates was a cavern filled with big shells that grew freshwater pearls. It was right next to the Den of Diamonds, so Pilwinkle followed his worried friend to see what was happening.

Once there, Wayrich pried open a shell and held it in front of Pilwinkle. The chief gnome inspected the pearl inside. Instead of finding a shiny white pearl with a rainbow of colors, he saw nothing but a dull white stone.

“Well, what is one dud among so many?” said Pilwinkle.
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Wayrich shook his head. “But it’s not one dud! It’s happening to all of our freshwater pearls.”

Pilwinkle asked to see more pearls. The more he saw, the more fearful he became.

“Oh my. Pearls without shine are worthless!” he shouted.

The gnomes stopped working when they heard Pilwinkle’s cry. They began to murmur to one another about the lifeless pearls.
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Dalfoodle, another gnome, rushed to Pilwinkle’s side. “The same thing is happening in the Den of Diamonds!” he exclaimed. “The diamonds are losing their sparkle, and we’ve even spied cracks in the cavern walls too.”

Pilwinkle tugged his long white beard. “This is deeply troubling,” he said as he followed Dalfoodle back to the Den of Diamonds.

Dalfoodle showed Pilwinkle a rough-cut diamond. It had no sparkle. When Pilwinkle saw the cracks in the cavern walls, his eyes grew wide.
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“What is going on?” he cried. “I’ve worked in the Stone Forest caverns my whole life, and I’ve never seen anything like this!”

Pilwinkle knew what he had to do. It was something he had never done before: ask the king for help.
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Mission Gem-Possible


BOOM!

BOOM!

A palace cannon fired.

Prince Lucas pulled back the reins on his horse, Ivan.

Clara did the same with her horse, Scallop.

Two cannon fires meant the kids had to return to the palace at once.

“Let’s go!” said the prince.

The kids turned their horses around and galloped back to the stable. Then they raced up the stone stairs to the palace and ran all the way to the king’s great hall.
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King Caleb sat on his throne. On one side of him stood Grom—one of Wrenly’s top wizards—and on the other side stood Sir Desdan, the kingdom’s bravest knight.
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