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‘The role of the Infantry is to seek and close with the enemy,  to kill or capture him, to seize and hold ground, to repel attack, by day or night, regardless of season weather or terrain.’
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Foreword


The world in which we live is increasingly characterised by volatility, change and distraction. Fifty years ago, the average lifespan of a Fortune 500 Company was around 75 years. Today, it is only 15. Of the 500 enterprises featuring on this esteemed list in 1955, only 13% remain.


Human beings, by their nature, confronted with an increasingly uncertain world, cleave to ideals and institutions which are trustworthy; those which offer them hope, courage and certainty.


The 1st Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment, 73 years old in 2018, remains an esteemed, trusted, national institution. It remains an enriching ideal, offering its personnel, its veterans and our great nation hope, courage and certainty.


The 1st Battalion: First and Foremost; yet also steadfast and enduring.


I commend this Illustrated History of the Battalion to all of you. Let it remind you of the Battalion’s rich contribution to the security and prosperity of our great nation. May it also offer you hope, courage and certainty for the future.


‘An effective battalion in being, ready to fight, implies a state of mind – I am not sure it is not a state of grace. It implies a giving and a taking, a sharing of almost everything – possessions, comfort, affection, trust , confidence, interest. It implies a certain restriction, and at the same time a certain enriching and widening of the human spirit. It implies doing a hundred things together – marching to the band, marching all night long, being hungry, thirsty, exhausted, filthy; being near but never quite mutinous. It involves not the weakening but the deferment of other bonds and interests; the acceptance that life and home are now with the battalion. In the end it is possible to say ‘the battalion thinks’ or ‘the battalion feels’; and this is not an exaggeration.’


– Henry Baynton Somer Gullett, better known as ‘Jo’


Benjamin Gerard McLennan


Commanding Officer 2018
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A Coy1 RAR Soldiers conducting Night Fighting Training at Lavarack Barracks Townsville 2016


Preface


This history has been published in 2018 to mark 70 years of service as well as the 50th Anniversary of the battle of Coral/ Balmoral in Vietnam in 1968, the 25th Anniversary of service in Somalia in 1993 and the 10th anniversary of service in Afghanistan in 2008/09. It covers only the ‘wave tops’ of 70 years of history and mentions only a few individuals, mostly commanding officers or contingent commanders who had ultimate responsibility for operational success or failure; thus, deserving their prominence. Photographs and tables do their best to enhance the narrative in the expectation of, ‘A picture is worth a 1000 words’. Footnotes guide readers to more comprehensive accounts of 1 RAR’s contribution to Australian military history.


By measures of its operational record, 1 RAR is one of the first and foremost battalions of the RAR. The Regiment’s history includes famous encounter battles, such as those fought by 3 RAR at Kapyong and Maryang San in Korea in 1951 and 6 RAR at Long Tan in Vietnam in 1966. 2 RAR distinguished itself in Korea at The Hook in 1953 and was the first battalion into dangerous Dili in 1999 and again in 2006, as well as into Honiara in 2003. For its part, 1 RAR held the line in Korea in 1952-3 and was the first to fight in Vietnam in 1965 and, on its second tour, fought with distinction at Fire Support Base Coral in 1968. It launched the first intervention into the Pacific Islands in 1987 and was the first Australian combat unit deployed to post-Cold War Africa in 1993, as well as providing forces for further evacuation and rapid response operations Australia’s near region in 2000 and 2006. From 2008, 1 RAR combined with numerous supporting elements from all three Services and other government departments and agencies to serve almost continuously in Afghanistan and Iraq until returning home in 2015 as the tempo of Australia’s participation in operations in the Middle East eased.


1 RAR schooled many of Australia’s most distinguished soldiers, such as General Sir Phillip Bennett, AC, KBE, DSO, His Excellency General Sir Peter Cosgrove, AK, DSC, MC, His Excellency Lieutenant General Sir Donald Dunstan, KBE, CB, His Excellency General David Hurley AC, DSC and Lieutenant General John Caligari, AO, DSC. 1 RAR has also been the beneficiary, but more significantly, the source of experienced professionals who contributed to training and preparing other RAR battalions for operational service. Members of 1 RAR who served in Vietnam in 1965 and in Somalia in 1993 went on the train others and set standards. Veterans from Somalia would go on to command battalions, companies and contingents during operations in East Timor/Timor Leste, Solomon Islands and the Middle East in the late 1990s and 2000s.


My thanks go to Lieutenant General John Caligari AO DSC (Ret) for commissioning the publication, Lieutenant Colonel Ben McLennan, CO 1 RAR, for inviting me to write the narrative and setting its parameters, and Captain Ben Carolan, for managing the project. Staff at the 1 RAR Museum, were most helpful in sourcing images and writing captions.


Bob Breen


Sydney


2018















CHAPTER 1:


Origins, Service in BCOF and Breaking a Coal Strike 1945-49


1 RAR’s forefathers were Second World War veterans; volunteers from 7th Division (Balikpapan) and the 2/40th Australian Battalion (Timor). Lieutenant-Colonel Richard ‘Drover Dick’ Marson, an experienced militia officer was the battalion’s first CO and WO1 J.B. Percival MBE was the first RSM. The 65th Battalion paraded for the first time on 17 October 1945 in Balikpapan and began training several days later.


After several months training with its parent formation, the 34th Brigade, in Morotai in the Australian Territory of New Guinea, 65th Battalion landed in the Hiroshima prefecture, Japan for special service with the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in February 1946 with ‘a sense of adventure and a great deal of curiosity in seeing Japan’.1 Public safety operations and surveillance of the Japanese population, especially returning Japanese military personnel, deterred civil unrest and insurgency. Life for members of the 65th Battalion was a combination of patrols, guard duties and ceremonial parades, with opportunities for drinking and socialising in the many bars and clubs that catered a large international occupation force. In December 1948 the battalion, now only a shadow of a fighting force, returned to Australia.


After contemplating naming 65th Battalion the 1st Infantry Battalion, City of Sydney’s Own Regiment, and later, 1st Battalion, King George VI’s Australian Rifle Regiment, the Army decided to mimic the British regimental system. The 65th Battalion became 1st Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment, and found its first home at Ingleburn, New South Wales, on the outskirts of Sydney. 1 RAR’s first major operation was to participate in a large security force armed with submachine guns and rifles protecting military personnel breaking the 1949 Coal Strike.
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The 65th Battalion Marching through the streets of Sydney on returing home from Japan 1948.
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The CO and Officers of the 65th Battalion at Kure Japan 1947.
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Australian Soldiers of the 7th division AIF about to land on Balikpapan on the island of Borneo 1945.
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Mortar Platoon Soldiers of the 65th Battalion conduction maintenance on their Mortars at Morotai October 1945.
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American LCM landing Australian Soldiers from the 7th Division on to the beaches on Balikpapan 1945.
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Soldiers of the 65th Battalion on Parade at Hiro Japan 1947.
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Soldiers of the 65th Battalion receiving ann Initial reception from children from the village of Kaitaichi which lay nearly two miles east of Hiroshima on the Kure road. 1947.
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The CO of the 65th Battalion LT Col Marson and OC HQ Col Maj Archer on board the ship HMAS Kanimbla 1946.
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The CO of the 65th Battalion LT Col Marson and Officers pose for a photo outside the Officers Mess Kure Japan 1947.
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Japanese soldiers digging trenches under supervision by soldiers of the 65th Battalion Hiro Japan 1946.
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Soldiers of the 65th Battalions AFL Team as sports and competition remained a regular afternoon activity Japan 1947.





1 Quotes from Wayne Klintworth, ‘British Commonwealth Occupation Force, Japan 1946-48’, Chapter 2 in David Horner and Jean Bou (eds), Duty First: A History of the Royal Australian Regiment, pp. 20-21.
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