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  To all my “on-air” partners through the years for their help and cooperation as we enjoyed the peaks and valleys of this franchise.

  To my wife of 50 years, Judy, who hardly ever misses a game or telecast, for her love, encouragement and companionship.

  To our children, Kristin and Kevin, who began following the Kings when they were 7 and 5 years old and are now adults, who celebrated with us during and after this momentous victory.

  To our son-in-law Gilbert and grandchildren, Kaden and Bren-non, who also enjoyed their time with this most famous of all sports trophies.

  To Niels Aaboe, Senior Editor at Skyhorse Publishing, Inc., for making the update of this book a reality. Thanks to Julie Ganz of Skyhorse Publishing for her editing skills. It was a pleasure to work with both of you.

  —B.M.


  PREFACE

  Ihope you enjoy this Stanley Cup edition of Tales From the Los Angeles Kings.

  I wanted to write these stories so we can all have a printed record of the most thrilling postseason in Kings history. I’m sure as some of you read the stories, memories will come flooding back as to where you were and what you were doing, whether at the games in person or watching on TV or listening on radio and cheering, screaming and crying right along with thousands of Kings fans as this long awaited moment became reality.

  Following the Stanley Cup stories, you will find other stories which were not available when the first book was printed. After that you can read once again, or for the first time, some of the incidents which have taken place down through the years. Not all of the stories printed in the first book are repeated here.

  I know all of us will forever remember when the final horn sounded and the Kings became STANLEY CUP CHAMPIONS.

  Enjoy!

  Bob Miller

  2012
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  CHAPTER ONE

  

  2012 STANLEY CUP

  THE DROUGHT IS OVER

  The date was Monday, June 11, 2012 and as the final 3 minutes and 30 seconds ticked away, 18,858 Kings fans were cheering wildly at Staples Center in Los Angeles as the L.A. Kings led the New Jersey Devils 6-1 in Game Six of the National Hockey League Stanley Cup Final. At that point, it was inevitable that the team’s 45-year drought would be over and the Kings would win their first-ever Stanley Cup Championship.

  As the final horn sounded, there were hugs and tears of joy among Kings fans, most of whom thought they might never see this happen. The Kings won the series four games to two.

  My TV partner, Jim Fox, and I recorded the game for a DVD because due to rights held by NBC we were not allowed to televise the game live. Seconds before the game ended I said, “This is for you Kings fans, wherever you may be. The frustration and disappointment of the past is gone. The 45-year drought is over. The Los Angeles Kings are indeed the Kings of the National Hockey League, the 2012 STANLEY CUP CHAMPIONS”.

  On his Kings radio broadcast, Nick Nickson closed the final seconds by saying, “The Kings have earned their crown, they are the 2012 Stanley Cup Champions.”

  Then the celebration began with the presentation of the Conn Smythe Trophy to Kings

  goalie Jonathan Quick, voted Most Valuable Player of the playoffs, and then the moment Kings fans had waited so long to see, the presentation of the Stanley Cup from NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman to Kings captain Dustin Brown. The Cup was then handed off to each member of the team to the wild applause from the fans.

  Fox and I were at our TV location on a balcony outside STAPLES Center to do a postgame show and we were filled with emotion as we looked down on the fans celebrating the title. I was so proud of Kings fans who behaved responsibly and showed the world that you can celebrate a championship without vandalism or rioting.

  I finally got into the Kings locker room and promptly got sprayed in the face with champagne, which stung so much I couldn’t open my eyes. The players were yelling and screaming and then several of them said, “Bob, you need a drink from the Cup.” I couldn’t open my eyes so the players lifted the cup to my lips and while I got some champagne in my mouth most of it went down the front of my shirt, tie and suit, but who cared, it was a moment I had been waiting for in 39 years with the team.

  After the celebration continued in the arena restaurant, my wife Judy and I got home at 2:30 AM. The next morning we woke and said to each other, “Did that really happen, did we see the Kings win the Stanley Cup?” The celebrations with the Cup were just beginning.

  THE UNEXPECTED

  You could say that the Kings’ run to the Stanley Cup Championship came out of nowhere. At the start of the 2011-12 season, many of the so-called hockey experts predicted the Kings would be contenders for the Cup. But, as the season progressed, the team wasn’t living up to the predictions. They had good defense and outstanding goaltending, but their offense was in the doldrums, they couldn’t score more than one or two goals a game, and many nights they struggled on the power play.

  In December, the Kings management made a decision— a coaching change had to be made. On December 11, 2011, head coach Terry Murray was relieved of his duties and assistant coach John Stevens was named interim and coached the Kings for four games. At the time, the Kings were in 12th place in the 15-team Western Conference and were last in the NHL in goals, averaging just 2.24 per game.

  Kings General Manager Dean Lombardi had one man in mind to take over, and on December 20th the Kings named Darryl Sutter as the new head coach. Sutter had played eight years for the Chicago Blackhawks and also coached Chicago, San Jose and Calgary and had worked with Lombardi in San Jose. He was very happy working on his huge farm in Alberta, but he accepted the Kings’ challenge and coached his first Kings game on December 22nd, a 3-2 victory over the Anaheim Ducks at Staples Center in L.A.

  The Kings responded well to Sutter, who gave them more leeway offensively but still kept the defensive structure in place. The Kings were unbeaten in regulation in their first eight games under Sutter and lost only once in regulation in their first 15 games under his leadership.

  Still, the Kings looked as if they might miss the playoffs altogether as the regular season wound down. The race was so tight that the Kings could win their Division and finish third in the West, or could also drop to 7th or 8th or be out entirely. With two games left in the season, the Kings were in first place in the Pacific and 3rd in the Western Conference. Had they finished in those spots, they would have had home ice advantage to open the playoffs. However, they lost the final two games to San Jose and dropped to third in the Division but made the playoffs by securing the 8th and final spot in the Western Conference.

  In one of those losses to San Jose, on April 5th at STAPLES Center, we saw something that none of us had ever seen before. Late in the third period, the Sharks’ Ryane Clowe, while on the bench, reached over the boards with his stick and poked the puck off the stick of the Kings’ Jarret Stoll, breaking up a Kings 2 on 1 rush. None of the referees or linsemen saw the illegal play, so no penalty was called. San Jose won the game in overtime, but the Kings still clinched the final playoff berth that night when Dallas lost to Nashville.

  In my opinion, it was incredible that the NHL made no statement about such an illegal play, nor did Clowe receive even so much as a reprimand.

  Then the improbable Kings’ run to the championship began.

  THE RUN TO THE CUP

  By gaining the 8th and last playoff spot in the Western Conference, the Kings’ “reward” was to face the number-one team in the NHL in the regular season, the Vancouver Canucks. Vancouver finished with 111 points, more than any team in the league and 16 points more than the Kings. Aside from Kings management, coaches, and players, few people gave the Kings much of a chance against the potent Canucks, who tied for the fourth-most goals in the regular season.

  The series opened in Vancouver with most Kings fans hoping the Kings could win the series and advance to the second round for the first time in 11 years. To the dismay of overconfident Vancouver fans, the Kings won the first two games of the series 4-2 in each game. In my opinion, this is what gave the Kings the confidence to believe they could play with and beat anybody they met in the entire playoffs.

  Kings captain Dustin Brown, a quiet individual off the ice, stepped up and provided the on-ice leadership the Kings needed. He scored two short-handed goals in Game Two to tie an NHL playoff record, and for only the third time in the Kings’ 45-year history, they won the first two games of a playoff series. It was also only the third time Kings players had scored two short-handed goals in one playoff game. Mike Murphy and Andre St. Laurent did it on April 9, 1980 vs. the New York Islanders, and Jari Kurri and Dave Taylor did it on May 21, 1993 vs. Toronto.

  The series then shifted to Los Angeles, and the Kings won 1-0 as goalie Jonathan Quick faced 41 shots in recording the shutout and Dustin Brown scored the only goal. In the second period, Brown further displayed his leadership with a thundering legal body check on the Canucks’ leading scorer Henrik Sedin, and for the first time in team history the Kings had a three-games-to-none lead in a playoff series. Kings fans were primed for the team to sweep the Canucks in Game Four, which would have been the first time in NHL history that a #8 seeded team swept the regular season first-place team.

  It wasn’t to be, however, as the Canucks (who fell behind 1-0) came back to win the game 3-1 and send the series back to Vancouver. Many thought this was the “foot in the door” the Canucks needed to get back in the series. Game Five was a low-scoring, hard-fought battle. The Kings tied the score in the third period on a goal by Brad Richardson and then won it in overtime when Jarrett Stoll scored to give the Kings the 2-1 victory and eliminate Vancouver. It was only the 10th time in league history that an 8th-seeded team eliminated the #1 seed, and only the 6th time that the President’s Trophy winner had been eliminated in the first round.

  Next up for the Kings was a series against the third-place team, in the regular season the St. Louis Blues. The Blues had also changed coaches during the season, after only 13 games when they named Ken Hitchcock as head coach. Hitchcock, who was voted NHL Coach of the Year, led the Blues to the second seed in the West and tied for the fourth-most wins in the league, with 49. The series pitted the top two defensive teams in the regular season, St. Louis first with a goals against average of 1.86 and the Kings second with an average of 2.03. It also featured the top two goalies in the NHL, Brian Elliott of St. Louis and Jonathan Quick of the Kings. Elliott also led in save percentage and Quick led in shutouts with 10, so it figured to be a low-scoring, defensive series.

  The Kings had other thoughts in mind. In Game One in St. Louis in front of 19,391 Blues fans, the Kings continued their shorthanded onslaught. Low-scoring defenseman Matt Greene scored shorthanded in the second period for what proved to be the game-winning goal in a 3-1 Kings victory.

  Because of the demand for press credentials, the normal press box was extended to provide seats for people such as myself and Jim Fox who were doing postgame TV shows. I know you’ve heard about “no cheering or booing in the press box,” but at times when you are not “on the air,” it’s hard to control yourself. Whenever the Kings would score, I would find myself jumping to my feet, pumping my arms and cheering, but not too loudly. Jim Fox, on the other hand, as a former Kings player, was more demonstrative, especially regarding referees calls. On some penalties called against the Kings, Jim would jump up, wave his arms and scream at the referee, “You can’t make that call,” or “that’s the wrong call,” etc. He really gets wrapped up in the game, and his professional athlete’s competitiveness comes out. At least we didn’t get kicked out.

  The Blues were desperate to tie the series in Game Two, but again the Kings surprised everyone. In the first period, the Kings scored four goals, including two by Anze Kopitar, one of which was another shorthanded tally. The Blues were demoralized losing 5-2, and the Kings again had a two-games-to-none lead headed back home. In Game Three at STAPLES Center, the Kings jumped out to a 3-1 lead on their way to a 4-2 win and a three-games-to-none lead, to the delight of another overflow crowd of over 18,000.

  Kings fans were pumped for Game Four and showed up with brooms, indicating a four-game sweep was on their minds. The Kings didn’t disappoint them. With the game tied 1-1, Dustin Brown scored the final two goals, the last one into an empty net, and the crowd was in a frenzy in the closing seconds. It was the first four-game sweep of a seven-game series in Kings history. The Kings had now played nine playoff games and had a record of 8-1. They became only the fourth team in the last 16 years to win eight of nine playoff games.

  Now the Kings had time to rest until the Nashville-Phoenix series was concluded, and the Kings would find out who their opponent would be in the Western Conference Final.

  The Phoenix Coyotes eliminated Nashville in a mild upset, and once again the Kings would open the next series on the road. The Kings knew they were for real by now, and in the eyes of most fans, Coyote fans included, the Kings dominated the two games on the Coyotes’ home ice, winning 4-2 and 4-0.

  It takes total teamwork to play the way the Kings were in these playoffs. That was indicated by the play of two rookies playing in their first NHL playoffs. During the regular season, the Kings recalled forwards Dwight King and Jordan Nolan, who fit right in.

  In fact, at one point King scored 5 goals in 5 games, and both players brought size and strength to the Kings lineup. In Game Two, a 4-0 shutout, King scored again, and Jeff Carter, a mid-season trade acquisition from Columbus, scored the three-goal hat trick. During that physical game, Shane Doan and Martin Hanzal of Phoenix were given five-minute major penalties and game misconducts, Doan for boarding Trevor Lewis and Hanzal for boarding Dustin Brown. Hanzal was later given a one-game suspension by the NHL for his dangerous play.

  At that point, the Kings had won seven straight playoff games, a club record, and had tied a NHL record with seven straight road wins in one playoff year. Quick had also tied a Kings record with his 3rd career playoff shutout, stopping 24 Phoenix shots, and set a Kings record with three shutouts in one playoff year. For the third consecutive series, the Kings had taken a two-games-to-none lead.

  I think most fans feel that the atmosphere on the team plane after a win is loud and boisterous. That is definitely not the case. On the way home from Phoenix, the Kings were not celebrating; they knew they needed two more wins in this series. Helping that demeanor, I believe, is the body language of coach Sutter. While previous coach Terry

  Murray would remain in his seat for most of the flights, watching game tapes on his computer, Darryl Sutter is much more restless. He is constantly up out of his seat, pacing the aisle and staring toward the rear of the plane where the players sit. I always get the feeling the players are wondering, “Is he looking at me?” or “What is he looking for and what is going through his mind?”.

  By now the Kings were gaining momentum and notoriety in hockey circles. Where had this outstanding play come from, since the regular season held no promise of this type of dominance? Another overflow crowd jammed Staples Center on May 17th for Game Three. The Kings fell behind, but Kopitar and once again Dwight King each scored their 5th goals of the series, and the Kings won 2-1 and for the third straight series led three games to none.

  The fans were poised for another Kings sweep in Game Four, but Phoenix goalie Mike Smith shut out the Kings, and captain Shane Doan contributed two goals as the Coyotes staved off elimination with a 2-0 win.

  Phoenix fans felt they had a chance to get back in the series at home, and they were in a frenzy as the Coyotes led by scores of 1-0 and 2-1. Kopitar had scored another shorthanded goal for the Kings to tie the game at one. The Kings fell behind again before Drew Doughty and Brad Richardson scored for the Kings to give them a 3-2 lead. Nevertheless, defenseman Keith Yandle tied the game for Phoenix late in the second period. The game went into overtime, and the Phoenix crowd was incensed when Dustin Brown leveled Michal Rozsival with a huge hit just inside the Phoenix blue line and it appeared as if Rozsival was severly injured. No penalty was called on the play, which further upset the crowd. It was later revealed that Rozsival had received a charley horse and not a severe knee injury as was first thought. To literally add insult to injury, the Kings’ Dustin Penner scored the game-winning and series-deciding goal about 12 seconds after the hit by Brown.

  Jim Fox and I were in our postgame TV location, which was right in the stands with Coyote fans all around us, when the Kings won. During overtime, those fans knew we were with the Kings, and they were screaming at us and the referees, “They never call anything on Brown, he can do whatever he wants.” It could have turned into an ugly scene, but thankfully it didn’t.

  Not so on the ice, as the Kings celebrated and the Coyotes were visibly upset during the traditional handshake line, which is the greatest show of sportsmanship in any sport.

  Words were exchanged at that time by Doan and Hanzal, directed at Brown.

  Reportedly Hanzal, who was the only player suspended for a game in the series, said to Brown, “I’ll go through with this tradition, but you are on my list the first time we meet next season.” Shane Doan and goalie Mike Smith, who had deliberately chopped Brown from behind across the back of the knees with his goal stick, both received game misconducts at the end of the game for throwing their sticks along the ice toward the referees. It didn’t matter—the Coyotes’ season was over and the Kings were moving on.

  I mentioned before that there had been no celebrating by the Kings after winning the previous series. This victory gave the Kings the Western Conference Championship and a trip to the Stanley Cup Final, so they allowed themselves a moment to celebrate. Near the team bus, General Manager Dean Lombardi, Assistant General Manager Ron Hextall, the coaches, trainers, broadcasters, and other team personnel exchanged handshakes, and then it was time to prepare for the next opponent in the Stanley Cup Final.

  Upon arriving back at a private terminal at Los Angeles International airport, the team was informed that about 4,000 Kings fans were lining the road outside of the parking lot.

  Everyone was told not to stop and sign autographs because that would cause a traffic jam, but it was a wild scene as we drove past the fans all dressed in Kings jerseys, jackets,

  and sweatsuits, screaming and hollering and reaching out to touch the players. It was the first time in 19 years that the Kings had been to the Final, and these fans had waited a long time to celebrate.

  But the best was yet to come.

  STANLEY CUP FINAL

  Kings fans had waited 19 years to see their team in the Stanley Cup Final. The last time it happened was 1993 when the Kings lost in five games to Montreal. (You can read about that series elsewhere in this book).

  The Kings had to wait eight days to find out who their opponent would be in their quest for the Stanley Cup. It took that long for the Eastern Conference Final between the New Jersey Devils and the New York Rangers to be decided. The Devils won the series 4 games to 2.

  For the fourth straight series, the Kings would open on the road, but so far that had been no problem as the Kings at this point had set an NHL record with eight straight road wins. Some felt the Devils would be a tougher test for the Kings than the Rangers. I was happy it was New Jersey for two reasons— I’m not fond of New York and I also thought it would help the Kings focus if they were staying in New Jersey rather than having to deal with all the distractions in Manhattan.

  The first two games in New Jersey were typical low-scoring defensive-minded games, which featured two goalies at opposite ends of their careers. The Kings’ Jonathan Quick was a 26 year old who had played in only 12 NHL playoff games prior to this season. For New Jersey, 40 year old Martin Brodeur, who had already won three Stanley Cups in his career and is destined for the Hall of Fame, was goaltending.

  One of the strengths of the Kings in these playoffs was balanced scoring and offensive contributions from a variety of players. Evidence of that came in Game One, when Colin Fraser, who had only 2 goals in 67 regular season games, scored the first goal of the game, his first-ever playoff goal in the NHL. A goal by Anton Volchenkov with 1:12 left in the second period tied the score, and that’s the way regulation ended before the teams went to sudden death overtime. At 8:13 into overtime, the Kings’ Justin Williams flipped the puck to an open ice area in the Devils zone, where Anze Kopitar swooped in on a breakaway and beat Brodeur for the game-wining goal. The Kings had now won nine straight road playoff games.

  Game Two was almost a carbon copy of Game One. The Kings again scored first, when young defenseman Drew Doughty stunned the crowd with a spectacular goal, going almost end to end unassisted for a 1-0 first period lead.

  Again the Devils came back and tied the score early in the third period to once again send the game into overtime. Jeff Carter, who foiled on his first attempt to score, regained the puck, circled behind the net, came back out in front, and beat Brodeur to the stick side to win the game 2-1 at 13:42 of the extra period. Now the Kings were heading home with 10 straight road wins and a 2-games-to-none lead in the series.

  On June 4th, 18,764 spectators, an all-time STAPLES Center attendance record for hockey, were giddy with excitement to witness only the 2nd home ice Stanley Cup Final in Kings history. They were not disappointed as the Kings, after a scoreless first period, scored twice in the second and twice again in the third period to win the game 4-0. Quick made 22 saves for his team-record third shutout of the playoffs, and at this point the Kings had incredibly led every playoff series three games to none.

  Another all-time Staples Center hockey record attendance of 18,867 jammed the building on June 6th, most of whom were extremely confident that the Kings would sweep the series and win their first ever Stanley Cup. How confident or over-confident were they? Here’s an example:

  I had to be in the Staples Center area about noon that day for some TV and radio appearances. Thousands of Kings fans were already there dressed in their Kings colors even though the game was not scheduled to start until 5 p.m. They were hollering to me, “Bob, tonight’s the night, we’ll win the cup tonight” and “We’re going to sweep the series tonight.” Perhaps the biggest display of over-confidence came about half an hour before the game. My TV partner, Jim Fox, and I recorded a preview of each game, which is played on the arena scoreboard just before the start of each game. We recorded it in the Zamboni tunnel, and while I was there early a Kings fan leaned over a railing and said, “Bob, can I get a picture of your ring?” I have a Hockey Hall of Fame ring from my induction in 2000. I said sure and held the ring up for the photo. Just then, another Kings fan came running over and asked “Have the Kings gotten their rings already?”, meaning of course the Stanley Cup rings. Yeah sure, with only three wins the Kings have already passed out the rings, but that’s how sure the fans were that the Cup would be presented that night.

  I believe most fans aren’t aware of the competitive attitude of professional athletes. In spite of losing the previous game 4-0, and being down three games to none, the Devils were not about to roll over and let the Kings win, and they didn’t. The Devils won 3-1, to the disappointment of the Kings crowd, and the Devils were still alive as we headed back to Jersey.
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