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Bull Dance, Mandan-O-Kee-pa ceremony, George Catlin, 1832.
Photograph courtesy of Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of the American Indian.



EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION

W. Ben Hunt was born in Wisconsin over a hundred years ago. Most of his life was spent in teaching, art work, writings and lecturing about Indiancraft and campcraft. He was a self-taught expert on the crafts of the Plains and Woodland Indians, and he spent several years traveling in the Southwest to acquaint himself with the techniques of silverwork that are part of the Navajo and Hopi tradition.

Native American Survival Skills is compiled from several books that were published in the late 1930s and early 1940s. We have tried to collect the most usable and amusing projects and assemble them in a logical and clear organization.

Although most of us will probably never be forced to use our own hands, wits, and woodcraft to survive on a camping trip or in the woods, a knowledge of such skills is invaluable. Everyone should be able to use a knife, ax, or thongs, to make simple tools and equipment. And, being able to survive using your own Indian woodcraft skills makes you feel so confident it is worth collecting the knowledge.

Many of the authentic methods for making things that are shown in this book are not known by younger Indians. Much of the information has been obtained through interviews with “old-timers,” and through careful research into Indian folklore and skin paintings.

For example, the weaving of the beautiful woodland Indian bags is an art that has almost disappeared.

When using this book, try to think like the Indian. Select what you can from nature, adapt it for your own use, make your own tools, and always be aware of the bounty of materials that is part of the American Indian heritage. Give thanks for the saplings, the rough leather thongs, and the colorful nature-inspired designs. In using the techniques of woodcraft and campcraft of the American Indian, you are fashioning objects that re-create the time and life of a great people. But, most of all, enjoy the forests, and live for and with the land that the Indians loved so well.

This edition of W. Ben Hunt's work was created with the help of two wonderful researchers: Susan Otto of the Milwaukee Public Museum Photo Collection in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Laura Nash of the Museum of the American Indian in New York City Laura Nash allowed the editors and designer to visit the museum, and helped access photographs that seemed to reflect the projects in W. Ben Hunt's illustrations. Susan Otto sent us dozens of photocopies of artifacts and helped us select from her extensive files. This work is time consuming, and we appreciate the extra effort that was made.
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Courtesy of the United States Department of the Interior.


AN INTRODUCTION TO SURVIVAL SKILLS

It may be well to mention that it is not necessary to follow the instructions accompanying each plate to the last detail. Other materials than those mentioned may serve just as well. If, for instance, no rawhide is available for thongs, the so-called rawhide or pigskin lacing may be used, as well as good heavy cord— waxed if necessary—or soft copper wire, the ends of which are twisted and bent down so as not to scratch. The tom-tom, for example, may be made of some other leather. Its tone may not be the same as that of one made with rawhide, but it will sound fairly well and will look equally well after it has been decorated.
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