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Introduction

This book is the result of long midnight conversations with Dad—but they were conversations that took place in the dreams and quiet, troubled times in the years following his death. While I remember his answers to a few of these questions from his living years, for the rest I can only wish that he was around in person so I could hear his response without the unreliable filter of memory or interpretation.

This book may prompt dads and their children to ask each other these and many other questions. Or it may prompt dads to think of how their own fathers might have responded. But these are my questions, and by asking them I’ve recalled things Dad said and did that I would never have remembered had I not committed them to paper. While originally written with my own dad—and later, all dads—in mind, most of these questions can be addressed to both parents and can be asked by either a son or a daughter. The underlying objective, however, has been to develop a blueprint for discovery so that children of any age can build a clearer, deeper picture of the man behind the word Dad.

You could easily ask a set of questions completely different from mine, questions as urgent or as playful as those in the following pages. I was fortunate. I didn’t have to ask any of the darker, angry questions that children sometimes have to ask; I assumed that all fathers were as constant and godlike as mine. Even so, Dad and I never talked about many of these questions and topics, and I don’t want the same thing to happen to me and my sons. I want us to talk openly and deeply to each other—often—and I want to hear them ask many other questions, too.

I had ample opportunity to ask these questions, and the few times we talked candidly revealed in much more detail the beautiful man I knew my father was. Which makes my neglect of that relationship all the more painful. A million reasons not to ask these questions could always be found. It was a waste of all the things Dad had ever seen and done not to hear his answers, and I regret not finding out more about him when I had the chance.

So this is for my dad. And for all dads past, present, and future. And for their sons and daughters. And for the simple pleasure of talking to each other.
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