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  Melanie Wood is a college student in Virginia. She works part-time in a sandwich shop and lives in a run-down apartment above it. One Tuesday evening she is in the laundromat down the street, folding the clothes she has just taken out of the dryer.




  A Dangerous Town




  A tall, thin man with a wild look in his eyes bursts through the front door. He leaps over a table, scattering Melanie’s laundry onto the floor, and throws one arm around her neck. Behind him, another man and a woman run into the laundromat, pointing pistols at Melanie and her attacker.
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    Hogan’s Alley is a made-up town on the grounds of the FBI Academy. No training experience will ever match what agents encounter on the job. But everything about Hogan’s Alley—including people playing criminals—is as lifelike as possible in order to create a realistic environment for new agents and veterans alike.


  




  “Freeze!” they shout. “FBI!”




  The tall man presses a gun against the side of Melanie’s head and screams, “Drop the guns or I’ll kill the kid. I swear I’ll kill her!” He starts walking slowly backwards, dragging Melanie with him.




  

    FAST FACTS




    Alaska P. Davidson was the first female to work for the FBI. She became a special investigator in 1922. She worked for just a few years.


  




  It’s another rough night in Hogan’s Alley, the most crimeridden town in America.




  A Lot to Learn




  The little town of Hogan’s Alley is actually fake, but it’s a very real part of the training academy for the Federal Bureau of Investigation—the FBI. Every day its streets are full of bank robbers, drug dealers, and terrorists. All of those “criminals” are instructors or actors. And while the action in Hogan’s Alley is intense and varied, it’s only a small part of the instruction that goes on at the Academy. Trainees have a lot to learn before they become members of the most famous law enforcement agency in the world.




  First, a Little Bit of History




  In 2008, the FBI marked its 100th anniversary. The organization’s name, composition, and mission have all changed How to Become an FBI Agent dramatically over those years. But how—and why—did the Bureau begin?




  Today it seems obvious that laws made by the U.S. government are the most powerful in the land. One hundred years ago, however, that was not the case. State and local laws were much more important then. Law enforcement was often limited to a county or state. For example, if a man stole money in Ohio, the police could not chase him into Kentucky. They had no authority in another state. And Kentucky police might not be able to arrest the thief because he had not committed a crime there.




  “The Special Agents”




  President Theodore Roosevelt believed that the federal government needed to take a stronger role in law enforcement. He asked his attorney general, Charles Bonaparte, the man in charge of the U.S. Justice Department, to do something about it. In 1908, Bonaparte put together a group of 34 men to investigate crimes that crossed state lines. Many of these crimes involved banking and land fraud. The group had no name. They were simply referred to as “the special agents.”




  Spies and Bootleggers




  In 1909, the group was officially named the Bureau of Investigation. Within a few years, the number of agents grew to more than 300. Field offices were set up in cities across the country.




  During World War I (1914–1918), the Bureau’s agents investigated foreign spies. The 1920s were the years of “Prohibition,” when it was illegal to make, sell, or import The FBI’s Most Wanted alcoholic beverages in the United States. Criminals knew they could make money dealing in illegal liquor. The Bureau worked to stop those dealers, who were known as “bootleggers.”




  

    FAST FACTS




    The first Justice Department investigators were just called “special agents.” The name stuck with them. Today, these men and women may refer to each other as simply “agents,” but officially they are FBI special agents.


  




  A New Name and a New Mission




  In 1924, J. Edgar Hoover was named Director of the Bureau of Investigation, a post he held until agents. his death in 1972. Under Hoover’s leadership, the Bureau became much more professional. Formal training for new agents began. The Bureau became the central location for criminal fingerprint records in the United States. In 1932, the Bureau of Investigation was renamed the U.S. Bureau of Investigation, but only for about a year. Its name would change in 1933 to the Division of Investigation. In 1932, the Bureau also set up its first technical lab, known simply as its Crime Laboratory.
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    J. Edgar Hoover is shown in the early and later years of his career as Director of the FBI. For decades, Hoover was, more than any single individual, the “face” of the FBI.


  




  Crime became more violent in the 1930s. The era of prohibition spawned the era of gangsters, most of them involved in running illegal businesses and prostitution rings, as well as selling illegal alcohol and drugs. With increased competition for this kind of business, criminals became bolder in their efforts to eliminate that competition. Most of the gangsters shot and killed one another. Still, people were becoming increasingly fearful that growing mob violence—plus an increase in highly publicized kidnappings and crimes by bank robbers such as John Dillinger and Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker—would spread and threaten ordinary citizens. New federal laws gave the Bureau more authority, and in 1934 special agents were authorized to carry firearms for the first time. In 1935, the agency’s name was officially changed to the Federal Bureau of Investigation—the FBI.
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    In the 1920s and 1930s, gangsters such as (top row) George “Machine Gun” Kelly and Charles “Pretty Boy” Floyd and (bottom row) Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow (known simply as Bonnie and Clyde) were given names and reputations that became part of the popular culture of their day. They were also ruthless killers—and the objects of manhunts by the Bureau and dozens of other law enforcement departments.


  




  When the United States entered World War II (1941–1945), the FBI’s main mission was protecting defense industries and catching spies and saboteurs. The Bureau also began stationing agents in U.S. embassies in foreign countries. These agents were called legal attachés, or “legats.” Today they still work closely with foreign law enforcement agencies.
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