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A Friday Surprise

Sophie Mouse’s pencil flew across her math paper. She raced to answer the bottom row of subtraction problems.

It was Friday afternoon. The whole class was taking their timed math quiz. They had to answer as many problems as they could in just five minutes.

Sophie had to work fast. But not too fast, or she’d make mistakes.

With three problems to go, the tip of Sophie’s pencil broke.

“No!” Sophie cried out. Then she clapped a hand over her mouth. There was no talking during tests.
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Hattie Frog came to the rescue. From the desk next to Sophie, Hattie held out a freshly sharpened pencil. Sophie beamed at her friend.

Thank you! she mouthed noiselessly. Hattie smiled and nodded in reply. Sophie hurried to finish the last three problems.
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One done!

Two done!

Mrs. Wise stood up at her desk. Sophie scribbled the last answer just as the teacher said, “Pencils down, please. Time is up.”

Sophie sat back in her seat with a sigh. At least she had finished. But Sophie wasn’t sure she’d gotten them all right.

Not the best way to end the week, she thought.

As Mrs. Wise collected the papers, there was a knock at the schoolhouse door.
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“Ah-ha,” Mrs. Wise said knowingly. She started toward the door. “Remember, class? I said we’d have a surprise this afternoon.”

A murmur of eager anticipation filled the room. All eyes turned toward the door.
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Who was there?
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Mrs. Wise flung the door open wide. Standing there was a well-dressed squirrel. Sophie blinked. It was Ellie’s father. And he was holding a big tray of cupcakes!

“Happy birthday, Ellie!” Mr. Squirrel called out to his daughter.
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Ellie jumped up from her desk. She hurried over to her dad and gave him a quick hug. “Thanks for bringing them in, Dad!” Ellie said. Then she turned to the class. “Surprise, everybody! Mrs. Wise said I could bring in a birthday treat!”

Sophie and the other students cheered.

Ellie’s dad started passing out the cupcakes. Sophie sniffed at hers. Yum! Cinnamon hazelnut!
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Ellie walked around too, placing a card on each student’s desk.

Sophie glanced down. It was an invitation!
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“Sunday is my actual birthday,” Ellie explained. “I hope all of you can come to my party.”

Sophie wiggled happily in her seat.

Forget the math quiz, she told herself. It’s party time!
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The Shopping Trip

The next morning Sophie gobbled down her breakfast.

She loved her dad’s special Saturday morning waffles. But she loved birthday parties even more. And after breakfast, Sophie and Winston were going to walk into town to shop for Ellie’s present.
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