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I dedicate this book to my father, Gerald Kreisberg, who passed away during the course of this project.

He always instilled in our family and me the simple strength of truth and knowledge.
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“Archaeoastronomy does not have to be incredibly difficult. In fact it can be fun! Guided by Glenn Kreisberg’s aptly titled Spirits in Stone, even the untrained reader can share in the excitement of discovery experienced by some of the foremost explorers of Native American and pre-Columbian stone structures in the Northeast. This is a clear, easy-to-follow introduction to a field that was once shrouded in secrecy and clouded by conflicting opinions. Many readers will be shocked by their own proximity to ancient cultures as they turn these pages. I truly recommend this book, especially to young explorers who sense that the old history books are wrong but don’t know where to begin. Begin here!”

EVAN T. PRITCHARD, DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER FOR ALGONQUIN CULTURE 
AND AUTHOR OF NATIVE NEW YORKERS AND BIRD MEDICINE

“Kreisberg’s work will contribute greatly to demonstrating the fact that not only did Native Americans construct impressive stone structures throughout the eastern United States but that these sites are sacred and an integral part of their cultural traditions and should be protected!”

HARRY HOLSTEIN, PROFESSOR OF ARCHAEOLOGY AT JACKSONVILLE STATE 
UNIVERSITY, ALABAMA

“Reading Glenn Kreisberg’s deeply and thoughtfully researched book, I can hear Joseph Campbell intoning the words of Hermes Trismegistus, from the Emerald Tablet, ‘As Above, so Below!’ If you want to understand the truths of prehistory, look for the writings of the heavens on the earth. Spirits in Stone shows us how very substantial the insubstantial lore of mythology can be, in the very caves and megalithic sites of northeastern America. The ground we walk on is hallowed ground!”

STEPHEN LARSEN, PH.D., DIRECTOR OF THE STONE MOUNTAIN COUNSELING 
CENTER AND COAUTHOR OF THE TRANSFORMATIONAL POWER OF DREAMING
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FOREWORD

Graham Hancock

I’ve had the privilege of exploring ancient cultural stone sites of the American Northeast during a ramble or two in the backwoods, walking the walk through hidden landscapes, with Glenn Kreisberg.

I say “hidden landscapes” quite deliberately, because Glenn is among those of us who contend that modern, technological, twenty-first-century America sits amid the ruins and remnants of an advanced, mysterious, and remotely ancient culture—the unrecognized and unacknowledged high culture of the Native Americans themselves. Yet in many cases the surviving fragments of their legacy—and fragments are all we have—are so different, and so strange to our eyes, conditioned by our particular kind of technology and by the reductionist/materialist bias of Western science, that we literally fail to see them.

What my rambles with Glenn have shown me, however, and what this book will reveal to you, are that those fragments are indeed present, even in the intensively settled, heavily farmed, and economically developed Northeast where the barbaric forces of “modernization” have been at work the longest, erasing and confusing the record of stone. What is needed is what Glenn brings to the endeavor—the eye to see them and a deep understanding of the very different, very ancient, system of ideas that inspired their creation. Then, suddenly, a meaningful and coherent picture comes into view.

We today, in the midst of our built urban environments, do not see the stars, or if we see them it is rarely and “through a glass darkly” because the intense light pollution generated by our cities and beltways and industrial zones obscures the sky. But for the ancients things were different. Not because they were “primitive,” but as result of a profound understanding of the human condition, and as a matter of informed choice, they lived amid an enchanted landscape in which underworld and earth and sky were all intimately connected, and in which it was a sacred duty for humans to keep and tend the earth, to revere and wonder at the majesty of the heavens, to trace out and harness the lines of energy running through the planetary body, and to reaffirm its marriage to the cosmos at key moments of the year.

The Hermetic maxim “as above so below” can be applied in ancient North America just as strongly and with just such energizing, healing, and soul-enriching effects as it applied in the sacred megalithic centers of the archaic Old World. It is therefore very much to the point that Spirits in Stone does not confine itself to the enigmas of the American Northeast but also spreads a wider net to encompass sites such as Carnac in Brittany and the megalithic temples of Malta, where the exact same principles of cosmic and earthly harmony are shown to have been at work.

What is different in America is only the scale of destruction of this ancient worldwide system, deliberate destruction, pursued for short-term economic gains, by rude and barbarous incomers whose cultures had been cut off from the wellsprings of planetary wisdom for so long that they were literally unable to see the pearls of great price that they so carelessly and callously swept away.

We, their descendants, need not be so blind. Thanks to the efforts of Glenn Kreisberg and others, the sacred landscapes are little by little being made visible to us again, and there is hope that the system of cosmic enchantment that they enshrine, to which Native American cultures stand closer than perhaps any others on Earth, may yet be recovered.

Enjoy Spirits in Stone. I highly recommend this book. Take it with you on your own rambles through the backwoods.

GRAHAM HANCOCK

GRAHAM HANCOCK is a reporter and lecturer who has appeared on numerous radio and television shows and is the author of more than fifty books, including the international bestsellers Magicians of the Gods, The Sign and the Seal, Fingerprints of the Gods, and Heaven’s Mirror (with Santha Faiia).
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AN UNKNOWN PURPOSE 
IN AN UNKNOWN TIME

Every ceremonial stone site and extended cultural landscape is unique to itself. Like a fingerprint, no two are the same or tell exactly the same story regarding to whom they belong. Deciphering their true origins, purposes, and meanings is the subject of this book. In the past, researchers have overlooked the stone structures and sites constructed by ancient Native Americans in the northeastern United States, sometimes claiming that there are no such places. Spirits in Stone shows that the archaeological history of the Northeast is just as important as that of other, more recognized areas of the country, such as the Southwest, the Midwest, and the lower Mississippi valley.

Across much of the Earth’s surface are many mysterious earthworks and stone monuments built for an unknown purpose, in an unknown time. Their shared features suggest that many were originally part of a universal system, and in this book I argue that they served a belief system and offer evidence of and speculation on an elemental science that was practiced by an archaic civilization, which more and more is revealing itself and coming into view.

In this connection, a most significant recent discovery in the American Northeast is that of intentional site alignments or “leys,” a mysterious network of straight lines that link the ancient places of the Northeast and have their counterparts in Europe, China, Australia, South America, and elsewhere.

Spirits in Stone takes you on a guided tour, exploring some of these fascinating stone structure sites where standing megaliths, oriented calendar stones, carefully constructed cairn fields, effigy petroforms, and geoglyphs align over great distances, both physically and symbolically, to reveal a hidden pattern. What’s revealed is a pattern that offers new insight and meaning to a long-lost culture in northeast North America, a culture with a sophisticated three-dimensional worldview connecting the underworld with the Earth plane of the living and the sky, horizon, and heavens above.

STONE GIANTS

Rising from the pure earth,

Where once the stars did gather overhead,

the stones of time weather and wait,

remembering what the wise men said.

See through the fields the figures dance,

’round standing stone on sacred hill.

The solemn white-robed figures wait-

Re-animate the cell, the will;

Know purpose and a promise,

(star pattern on the ground),

Repeat the cosmic rhythm,

Reflect the cosmic sound.

Men plow the fields while monuments

Silent shout of ancient days!

Curious we look and blandly wait

For truth to pierce our downward gaze.

JOAN ZINK, THE ANCIENT STONES SPEAK



INTRODUCTION

[image: image]

AN EXPRESSION OF THEIR 
WORLDVIEW

The subject matter of this book deals with the physical, material, and metaphysical or spiritual nature of the stone constructions and other unusual land features found in the backwoods of America’s Northeast. These structures represent the direct and indirect evidence left on the landscape by past cultures. About prehistoric times, which for most parts of the world are no more than a few centuries ago, it is from that scant material evidence and in many cases that evidence alone by which we must inform ourselves. To learn about the cultures that made these past structures, we work as best we can from those material remains that are available to us.

Among the most appealing and the most “direct” of those material traces, in the way they seem to speak to us, are the many historic and prehistoric stone constructions, carefully built stone mounds, foundations, walls, effigies, chambers, and standing stones, and their apparent and observed alignments. Some person or persons from the past or distant past expressed their vision of the world in that material object. When that expression miraculously survives into our own time, we can see that same stone construction, investigate it, and understand the message it contains and perhaps recover and share an ancient story or vision.

But it’s never easy. Under the best of circumstances, when the history is detailed and clear, we can hope to be sure about the history. Other circumstances and situations offer a message that is more elusive, and few are more elusive than an isolated, nondescript pile of rocks or row of stones. The essentials of geometry that make up alignments and human and animal shapes are simple enough, which is why people chance to “see” faces, animals, and geometric patterns in a cloud or cliff face or stain on the wall. Certainly, twentieth-century art has taught us that the variety of depictions of human and animal figures and geometric shapes is nearly infinite in the mind of the shaper. So how is one to know, when one perceives an alignment or a human or animal form in a prehistoric stone construction, whether one has understood the origin and purpose of the construction as directly intended by the long-dead minds that shaped the form?

A step beyond understanding the intended purpose of a construction is to grasp the vision, not just of what it means to us, but what it meant to its maker. A stone wall, yes, or an aligned boulder, but what did the wall mean to those who built it? Where did it point and why? What did it enclose or delineate? What did the boulder align with, and what lesson or story did it hold? What immortal thought or belief is framed in the ancient undertaking?

Interested though prehistorians are in these matters, most feel there is no reliable way to grasp these things. We may marvel at the simple elegance of an undulating stone wall leading to a boulder. We might nickname this a “serpent wall” because it reminds us of a snake or serpentine creature. But we struggle to come up with who the snake maker was. We would like to know if that person was considered a god or a mortal, young or old, an artist or a joker, but little in the material we study seems able to tell us.

The choice, then, is often between safe silence and a risky attempt to reach out and grasp at the unknowable. Where most are silent, a few prehistorians have followed the more dangerous, higher path. James W. Mavor Jr. and Byron E. Dix were two. Notable for the sober reliability of their fieldwork throughout all of their careers and for the vigor with which they brushed aside visions of the past that made no sense, they literally wrote the book on recognizing prehistoric stone constructions, forms, and alignments, and their meanings: Manitou: The Sacred Landscape of New England’s Native Civilization.

There are pitfalls: Are those forms and alignments, all of them, intended as the forms and functions assigned to them? Are these constructions, for all their variety and all their range in space and time, not just the cairns, effigies, or alignments of a particular people, or a particular person, but a pursuit of all people, everywhere? Was there a worldwide rock cult and a rock god? Could the deity have been the stone itself? If so, then the domain of this commanding deity ran for thousands of years and for thousands of miles, from every corner on Earth.

To most prehistorians, Mavor and Dix’s Manitou is a curiosity: the general ambition is unsafe, the particular course improbable. Most prehistorians today do not recognize, accept, or credit an ancient indigenous population in the northeastern United States with having built in stone or with creating stone constructions that align with and memorialize events in the sky. And this to me seems most improbable and why Manitou is still to be taken seriously and why new editions are published and welcome, to satiate the appetite for information on this subject. That high and dangerous path, for all its risks, is an important part of the way we try to grasp knowledge of prehistoric antiquity. And though they have both passed, it would warm the hearts of Mavor and Dix to know that researchers today, including many northeastern Native American tribal preservation officers, roam the woods with dog-eared copies of Manitou, searching for significant cultural resources to identify as sacred.

It appears that ancient cultures in parts of the northeastern United States, at one time, surveyed their territories extensively, identifying natural objects such as large boulders and erratics to exploit or use them as part of their belief system, if the objects fit or if they could make them fit. So the coincidences we’re seeing may have been noted by others as well, long ago, and used in some way as an expression of their worldview.



SECTION I
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Exploring Ceremonial
Stone Landscapes
and Cultural Features

Their Practical Purpose and Spiritual Connection




CHAPTER 1

[image: image]

ON THE NEOLITHIC 
IN NORTH AMERICA

Maritime Cultures and Mastodon Manipulation

What did the “Stone Age” in Neolithic America mean to those who were here? Midwestern, southwestern, Mexican, Central American, and South American cultures built in stone and aligned their lithic constructions to the heavens. That Northeast Native culture is denied similar credit is a terrible disservice that undermines the sophistication, ingenuity, and abilities of ancient northeastern Native populations.

When we think of the Stone Age in ancient America what comes to mind are groups of hunter-gatherers wandering the landscape, clad in animal skins, struggling against the elements to survive.

The first humans to appear in the Western Hemisphere, perhaps some twenty-five thousand years ago or longer, came from other areas on Earth where human development had been taking place for many millennia. In Across the Atlantic Ice, Dennis Stanford and Bruce Bradley’s Solutrean hypothesis puts sophisticated and advanced maritime-centered humans crossing the Atlantic in early transoceanic voyages in an early wave of migration and in the peopling of America.

The East Coast’s Red Paint culture and West Coast and maritime region’s Paleolithic cultures also speak to the sophistication and high level of civilization attained by ancient North American populations.

If the 5,300-year-old Tyrolean iceman found in 1991 in the Italian Alps is any indication of the sophistication of early man, by that time it seems the elements had been tamed by individuals who had an array of tools available that made it possible to travel through harsh environments with assured confidence.

From the coasts of America, up the river systems, by 10,000 BCE, we should not be surprised to see population centers established in proximity to vast, renewable resources, allowing sustainability and giving rise to the Adena, Hopewell, and Mississippian cultures in the Midwest and the eastern woodlands.

Today, the best surviving features of the Hopewell tradition era are mounds built for uncertain purposes. Great geometric earthworks are some of the most impressive Native American monuments from American prehistory. Eastern woodland mounds have various geometric shapes and rise to impressive heights. The function of the mounds is still under debate. Due to considerable evidence and surveys, plus the good survival condition of the largest mounds, more information can be obtained.

Several scientists, including Bradley T. Lepper, curator of archaeology for the Ohio Historical Society, hypothesize that the Octagon Earthwork, which is part of the Newark Earthworks at Newark, Ohio, was a lunar observatory oriented to the 18.6-year cycle of minimum and maximum lunar risings and settings on the local horizon. John Eddy, Ph.D., completed an unpublished survey in 1978 and proposed a lunar major alignment for the Octagon. Ray Hively and Robert Horn of Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana, were the first researchers to analyze numerous lunar sightlines at the Newark Earthworks (1982) and the High Banks Works (1984) in Chillicothe, Ohio (Hively and Horn 2008). Christopher Turner noted that the Fairground Circle in Newark, Ohio, aligns to the sunrise on May 4; that is, that it marks the May cross-quarter sunrise (Turner 1982). In 1983, Turner demonstrated that the Hopeton Earthworks encode various sunrise and moonrise patterns, including the winter and summer solstices, the equinoxes, the cross-quarter days, the lunar maximum events, and the lunar minimum events (Turner 1983).

William F. Romain, Ph.D., of Ohio State University has written an article on the subject of “astronomers, geometers, and magicians” at the earthworks (Romain 2005).

Many of the mounds also contain various types of burials.

Although the origins of the Hopewell culture are still under discussion, there is probably not a lot that we can know or reasonably find out.

Hopewell populations seem to have originated in western New York and moved south into Ohio, where they built on the local Adena mortuary tradition. Or the Hopewell culture was said to have originated in western Illinois and spread by diffusion to southern Ohio. Similarly, the Havana Hopewell tradition was thought to have spread up the Illinois River and into southwestern Michigan, spawning Goodall Hopewell (Dancey and Pacheco 1997).

The name Hopewell was applied by Warren K. Moorehead after his explorations of the Hopewell Mound Group in Ross County, Ohio, in 1891 and 1892. The mound group itself was named for the family that owned the earthworks at the time. It is unknown what any of the various groups now defined as Hopewellian called themselves (Turner 1983, Romain 2005).

A case can be made for a far more sophisticated and well-developed culture with a complicated belief system and worldview. “City” centers, religious ceremonial activities, observation astronomy, and artistic pursuits were all elements of this high culture.


CALIFORNIA’S ANCIENT MARITIME HERITAGE

Although formal exploration has only recently begun, two basic types of cultural sites have been located in the underwater environment of California. They are Native American archaeological sites (and objects), and historic-era shipwrecks, cargo spills, or landing sites. California has a rich and varied maritime history. Native California peoples lived in large, settled villages along the Pacific coastline for many centuries before European contact. In some areas, such as along the Santa Barbara Channel and San Francisco Bay, these villages developed highly sophisticated technology for the time, with widespread trade using Native watercraft. Boat construction reached its highest development in California among the Chumash. Their plank canoe, called a tomol, impressed early European explorers of the California coast for its versatility and seaworthiness. Recent dating of middens on San Clemente Island (some sixty miles offshore) has documented an ancient maritime culture dating back some eight thousand years, perhaps earlier. Trading expeditions from the mainland to the Channel Islands to obtain steatite for soapstone bowls and effigy figurines were common. The remains of this prehistoric seafaring are being recorded by underwater archaeologists in quantities of artifacts recovered and preserved from the offshore areas. At least twenty-five individual sites have been reported between Ventura Beach and Point Conception. A recent exploration of Goleta State Beach yielded six stone bowls in one dive. Many other similar sites no doubt await discovery.

The lakes and rivers of California also contain valuable prehistoric sites. Fish traps at Ahjumawi Lava Springs State Park demonstrate the systematic management and harvest of suckers by Native people. Submerged bedrock mortars in Emerald Bay await dating and interpretation. Other submerged sites and preserved prehistoric watercraft have been reported in rivers and lakes.

The rise in sea level over the past ten thousand years has resulted in the submergence of many archaeological sites. One well-known area at the edge of the La Jolla submarine canyon has yielded more than two thousand stone bowls, from depths ranging up to eighty feet. This site is a submerged village, dated by archaeologists at four thousand to five thousand years old. A great deal of information on sea-level changes and the ancient cultures that first colonized California can be learned at such sites. John W. Foster, senior California state archaeologist, says that he has no doubt that the greatest archaeological finds of the next few decades and centuries will lie in discoveries located beneath the surface of the world’s oceans.
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Fig. 1.1. These bowls are from a submerged archaeology site and speak
to the sophistication and skill of the people who made them.

Along the eastern seaboard of North America, until the Younger Dryas period began around 11,500 BCE, fauna flourished in the woods, meadows, and swampy marshes. Evidence of this comes from the many remains of long-extinct species found throughout the region. In upstate New York’s Orange County alone, sixty-six sets of mastodon remains have been discovered. The earliest, discovered in the late 1700s, was visited by Thomas Jefferson, who had the skeleton put on display in Philadelphia.

In the fall of 2014 and late spring of 2015, the most recent of these discoveries was excavated by archaeologist Richard Michael Gramly, organizer of the American Society for Amateur Archaeology. It seems a farmer plowing his field north of Middletown, New York, struck something, which, upon investigation, was found to be mastodon bones. That lucky farmer then auctioned off the rights to excavate the find on his property. Gramly was hired by the highest bidder, after having been outbid himself. I was fortunate to have the opportunity to work for a short time alongside Gramly and his team on this project, in the fall and spring, and can report this old bull male most likely died of natural causes (old age) and was then scavenged by humans who came along later. An intact six-foot ivory tusk was excavated along with the rest of the remains, including the scapula, shown in figures 1.2–1.5. What was most interesting about this discovery was the fact that the carcass was disarticulated, and worn, discarded bone and ivory tools were discovered associated with the remains. According to Gramly, this is the first set of mastodon remains found in North America that has evidence of human interaction. Besides being disarticulated, there was also clear evidence of “chop” marks, made by the tool used to dismantle the carcass, found near the upper joint of the scapula where it meets the shoulder blade. New materials were taken to replace the older, worn implements. The animal’s remains were found in “black dirt” typical of what was once the floor of an ancient glacial lake. It died there around 13,600 BCE, according to carbon dating.
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Fig. 1.2. Richard Michael Gramly observing the scapula in situ

Many of the mastodon sites in Orange County are located very near the Dutchess Quarry Cave, an archaeological site of extreme importance and age, which holds evidence at its deepest levels of some of the earliest human occupation on the North American continent, dating to 10,000 BCE or earlier, according to Gramly and others.

In the Hudson River valley and the surrounding hills and mountains, but especially near the rivers and streams, continuous habitation zones arose where resources were plentiful and renewable. Areas along the Hudson River, where major creeks and tributaries converged and were met by land travel corridors following streams and valleys and through mountain passes and watersheds, were ripe for sustained settlement. Such areas include present-day Poughkeepsie, Wappingers Falls, Catskill, and Kingston, where the Wallkill River (which flows into the Rondout Creek), the Rondout Creek, and the Esopus Creek (all navigable waterways for small craft) empty into the Hudson. Lithic industrial production and agricultural centers arose and were continuously inhabited for as long as humans have been in the area, well over twelve thousand years. This would have been more than enough time for “civilization” to develop, with its sophisticated set of beliefs and ceremonial practices, including sky watching.
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Fig. 1.3. Close-up of mastodon scapula in situ
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Fig. 1.4. Richard Michael Gramly holding the mastodon scapula
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Fig. 1.5. Mastodon scapula showed evident “chop” marks.

Could these Stone Age Neolithic hunters have had a hand in constructing some of the stone mounds and purposeful piles and walls found along the mountainsides and hilltops of the region? Could building in stone have been part of their belief system and practiced as an expression of those beliefs? Could evidence still exist and be found to support such thoughts? These are not unreasonable questions to pose and look into. In E. M. Ruttenber’s book Indian Tribes of Hudson’s River, a quick word search for “stone piles” or “stone mounds” finds more than thirty references to such constructions, as used by Native tribes of the region for various purposes, including trail marking, marking a special event (such as a battle), or as grave markers. Ruttenber also affirms that it was the women of the tribes who were the sky watchers and planting planners (Ruttenber 1872).

Finally, a team of astronomers is exploring what might be described as the first astronomical observing tool, potentially used by prehistoric humans six thousand years ago. Researchers from the University of Wales and Nottingham Trent University, including astronomers Fabio Silva and Daniel Brown suggest that the long, narrow entrance passages to ancient stone, or “megalithic,” tombs may have enhanced what early human cultures could see in the night sky, an effect that could have been interpreted as the ancestors granting special power to the initiated.

The team presented their study at the National Astronomy Meeting, held June 2016 in Nottingham, England.

The team plans further research to investigate how a simple aperture, for example, an opening or doorway, affects the observation of slightly fainter stars. They will focus this study on passage graves, which are a type of megalithic tomb composed of a chamber of large interlocking stones and a long, narrow entrance. These spaces are thought to have been sacred, and the sites may have been used for rites of passage where the initiate would spend the night inside the tomb with no natural light apart from that shining down the narrow entrance lined with the remains of the tribe’s ancestors.

These structures could therefore have been the first astronomical tools to support the watching of the skies, millennia before telescopes were invented. Kieran Simcox, a student at Nottingham Trent University, who is leading the project, commented, “It is quite a surprise that no one has thoroughly investigated how for example the color of the night sky impacts on what can be seen with the naked eye.” The first sighting in the year of a star after its long absence from the night sky might have been used as a seasonal marker and could indicate, for example, the start of a migration to summer grazing grounds. The timing of this could have been seen as secret knowledge or foresight, only obtained after a night spent in contact with the ancestors in the depths of a passage grave, since the star may not have been observable from outside. However, the team suggests it could actually have been the result of the ability of the human eye to spot stars in such twilight conditions, given the small entrance passages of the tombs.

The yearly National Astronomy Meetings have always had some aspects of cultural astronomy present in their schedules. For the third year running, the 2016 meeting included a designated session exploring the connection between the sky, societies, cultures, and people throughout time. The session organizer over the past three years, Daniel Brown, Ph.D., of Nottingham Trent University, said, “It highlights the cultural agenda within astronomy, also recognized by the inclusion of aspects of ancient astronomy within the GCSE [general certificate of secondary education] astronomy curriculum.”





CHAPTER 2
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MYSTERIES IN STONE

The Big Picture

Did ancient megalithic construction practices influence the cultural development of the Northeast Native American civilization thousands of years ago?

I believe evidence exists to support the theory that an ancient cultural group used the terrain and landscape of the Catskill and Shawangunk Mountains in upstate New York to carry out astronomical observations and preserved the information by manipulating the natural terrain to create alignments between landscape features and man-made monuments. Some of the alignments are configured over distances of up to twenty miles. If this could be documented, I believe it would reshape our understanding and concept of what ancient (prehistoric) people knew and were capable of accomplishing.

The evidence exists at sites that consist of different and various natural and man-made elements such as cairn fields, drystone walls, large set boulders, horizon hills, and so forth that combine to create landscape constructions that configure and align with the rising and setting sun on specific dates, such as on the shortest and longest days of the year.

In this chapter we will travel into the backwoods of upstate New York, looking at mysterious sites with constructions made of stone. No one claims to know for certain the story behind many of these ancient lithic structures. Having no official classification in history or prehistory, these sites fall between the cracks of archaeology and cultural anthropology, ending up as curiosities that baffle the experts and confound our attempts to provide a plausible explanation.

First, we will visit a cairn site deep in the Catskill Mountains. Cairns are typically considered mounds or piles made of stones that show some purpose and intention in their location and design. Many times these piles are left as markers to delineate a trail or route. Another common belief, backed up by some documentation, is that they mark or memorialize the location of an important event such as the death of a notable figure or the site of a critical battle, or serve as markers for tribal graves or sacred sites.

Over the years many hundreds if not thousands of these sites have been located in the northeastern United States, though many are now quickly vanishing due to spreading development and lack of protection. Over the years, various theories and assumptions have been offered up to explain the origins of these curious and mysterious constructions. These include land surveying, subdivision and property boundary markers, and land clearing for agricultural activity such as planting and grazing, as well as farm beautification. While some of these theories can be applied to some of these sites and locations, no blanket theory explains all of them. And many such lithic sites fall outside any theory at all.

In Putnam County, New York, hundreds of megalithic stone chambers have been documented. Many have been built and configured to align with the winter solstice sunrise, which is the sunrise on the shortest day of the year. In another instance, from the end of Long Island through Connecticut, across the Hudson River valley, and through the Catskill Mountains, an array of stone constructions has been discovered that all align with the setting sun on the summer solstice, the longest day of the year. In yet another instance, two large boulders (twenty-plus tons each) located approximately 18.5 miles apart—yet with a line of sight to each other—align to create both a winter solstice sunrise and summer solstice sunset alignment from clear ridge tops with east-west views.

Is it possible that parts of the northeastern United States were and are home to one of the largest concentrations of ancient astronomically aligned stone structures to be found anywhere? This is a question worth exploring. Regions of the Northeast, including New York’s Catskill Mountains and the Hudson River valley, may be some of the richest archaeoastronomical complex areas in the United States, with still-functioning solstice and equinox sunrise and sunset alignments. Researchers have documented hundreds of enigmatic stone structures and complexes still standing across the region.

This chapter will, I hope, shed some light on the purpose and people behind these mysterious stone structures and provide some insight into their lives and motivations.

We begin our journey by traveling up to the head of Spruceton Valley in West Kill, New York.

Spruceton Valley is located in a remote region of the Catskill Park preserve, at the heart of nearly a million acres of protected state lands. Heading into Spruceton Valley is like traveling back in time. You can practically feel the pace of time slow down as you head deeper down the valley road. Old farms and country cottages eventually give way to wooded mountainsides, forested slopes, and a narrow dirt road leading to the trailhead.

We follow a mountain stream, the headwater of the Schoharie Creek, along a state hiking trail until we reach the cairn field not far off the path to the north. Once we reach the cairns, we go into full investigation mode: measuring, plotting, photographing, sketching, and documenting the location and features of this particular site.

This is a spectacular assembly of beautifully formed, circular stone platform cairns. Some are as tall as three meters. Others show signs of having been constructed with small chambers or cysts built into their interiors. All have an esthetic quality and design form displaying purposeful intention. These are not just piles of stone thrown together.

Nearby is a stone wall that encloses most of the cairns. In all, about two dozen large cairns are present along with many smaller piles of stone, gathered and placed onto small boulders or bedrock outcrops.

Sites like this were first seriously studied by the team of Mavor and Dix, who were pioneers in the scientific identification and classification of lithic sites in New England. Dix was an optical engineer and Mavor a marine engineer and naval architect from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology who worked at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. Mavor was instrumental in designing the Alvin submersible research vehicle. Mavor also directed the undersea archaeological surveys of Minoan ruins off Santorini in the Greek Isles in the late 1960s.

Manitou: The Sacred Landscape of New England’s Native Civilization, the book they coauthored in 1989, went a long way toward proving that the northeastern Native Americans built with stone and that in many instances the purpose of their constructions was to determine, through marking astronomical observation, the timing of celestial motions—lunar, solar, and stellar—creating calendar sites that tracked the cycles of nature, both long and short.

[image: image]

Fig. 2.1. Circular platform cairn located in Spruceton Valley, 
West Kill, New York (a); circular “cyst” cairn also located in Spruceton Valley 
(b)
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Fig. 2.2. An article featuring James W. Mavor Jr. appeared in the 
New York Times, July 19, 1967.

So if this was a tradition carried to the Spruceton Valley site deep in the Catskill Mountains, what would be the evidence proving this site is configured to align with a solstice sunrise or sunset?

Such an alignment would seem to put this geographic area in good company with many other sacred sites that have markers aligned with the yearly solstices, including Newgrange in Ireland, Uaxactun in Guatemala, Palenque in Mexico, and the Temple at Karnak in Egypt.

When we first visited this cairn field and stone wall we took note of their locations, plotting the GPS coordinates on a project map that included similar sites that were underresearched. Many of the sites are located along a path that leads to the setting sun on the solstices. In the northeastern United States, the angle of that path is approximately 123° southeast for the winter solstice sunrise and 303° northwest for the summer solstice sunset. Both angles are based on true north and form a 180° straight line from southeast to northwest. Standing along this line, with an unobstructed view to the horizon, one would see the sun rising on the southeast horizon on the shortest day of the year, the winter solstice, and six months later, if you turned around 180°, you would see the sun setting at that point on the horizon, on the longest day of the year, the summer solstice.

All this raises the question: would constructions aligned with the solstice or equinox sun remain true, that is, still stay in alignment, after hundreds, thousands, or even tens of thousands of years? The answer is they would, as has been proven at many locations, by observers for centuries, from the Mayan sun pyramid of Kukulkan at Chichen Itza to the temples of Egypt and Angkor Wat in Cambodia. This is because, while the sun is observed to precess backward through the constellations approximately one degree every seventy-two years, due to the precession of the equinoxes (a 25,700-plus-year cycle), this is only relative to the stars in the sky and not the sun’s positions on the horizon, which would remain nearly constant over very long periods of time. Over five thousand years there would be a negligible change to the naked eye due to the precession of the equinoxes and even less due to the obliquity of the ecliptic, an even longer and subtler cycle lasting millions of years.

Given what we know of other cultures that built in stone and aligned their monuments to the solstice horizon, is it possible some of the cultural beliefs and influences of these civilizations, the Egyptians, the Celts, and others, were exported worldwide during the time when those societies were at their high point, several thousand years ago? Were their ideas and practices visited on North American shores in remote times? Did certain cultural beliefs and ideas diffuse across the globe and take hold among early humans? Or perhaps did different groups develop these cultural ideas and practices separately and in isolation from one another with little or no contact? Between diffusion and isolation, the evidence supporting diffusion appears to be mounting, helping account for the continuity present among certain common elements in many ancient myths and legends, as well as in flora and fauna.

So if there is a solstice alignment to be discovered at the Spruceton Valley cairn site we should be able to document this by viewing a winter solstice sunrise or summer solstice sunset from the location. So we plan to be up in Spruceton Valley around December 21 to witness the sunrise on the solstice and confirm or dispute whether such an alignment exists.

But first we have to determine what elements in the construction and configuration of the cairn field and stone wall could potentially create a solstice alignment. We break out our compasses and begin to check out the angles between aligned rows of cairns and the lengths of stone walls, looking for angles that match that of the path to the solstice sun setting on the horizon.

Having determined that the rows of cairns and stone walls in Spruceton Valley do appear to have angles aligned with the winter solstice sunrise, we arrive before dawn on December 24 while the sun is at its winter standstill to see if these elements of the cairn complex are aligned to this celestial event. Again, in the northeastern United States, the angle of that path is approximately 123° southeast for the winter solstice sunrise and 303° northwest for the summer solstice sunset.

Using the length of wall running southeast to sight our compass and cameras, we wait in the dark for the first rays of light to begin to streak the night sky’s darkness. As the approaching sun’s early rays start to lighten the sky, we’re hoping the sun’s disc will appear on the southeast horizon, in a gap up the valley between the ridgeline of two looming mountains to the south and to the east, where the stone wall points. If the sun appears at that spot and the stone wall is pointing directly at that spot as well, we’ll have confirmed this alignment.

And it happens: we see that the Spruceton Valley cairn complex has elements, including the stone wall and a straight row of large, well-formed cairns, that align with the winter solstice sunrise. It would appear one of the purposes of the site was to record and preserve a celestial event that was being observed by those who constructed and used the site. But that doesn’t answer the question of who built the wall and the cairns or when. With no artifacts associated with the location having been discovered or identified, clues to who was responsible or insight into when the structures were built are extremely difficult to discern. But I can’t help think that perhaps Mavor and Dix would favor the pre-Columbian local Native population of the area as the most likely candidates responsible for constructing this type of site.

But now, knowing what the site was used for, perhaps more telling than who and when is why.

Searching for an answer, we must ask: why should ancient cultures be so preoccupied with keeping track of the movements in the heavens?

Knowing the cycles of nature, of course, was the key to predicting the seasonal changes. Finding ways to keep track of astronomical observations has probably been the single biggest influence on the development of math and science as well as myth, beginning for mankind in preliterate times.

In the book Hamlet’s Mill: An Essay Investigating the Origins of Human Knowledge and Its Transmission through Myth, published in 1969, Giorgio de Santillana and Hertha von Dechend, both professors of history at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, raise the thesis that the single biggest preoccupation of most ancient cultures was the tracking of the precession of the equinoxes. Its connection to the ages of the zodiac and to what Plato and the ancient Chinese referred to as the Great Year, consisting of the alternating golden, silver, Bronze, and Iron ages, was what accounted for the rise and fall of civilization and consciousness over the course of many thousands of years. Could there be more to the myths of a lost golden age than we realize?

De Santillana and von Dechend argued convincingly that most ancient myths and legends contain common elements and use a technical or scientific language cloaked in symbolism and allegory that contains real astronomical information supporting the notion that our solar system is subjected to celestial forces that always spin in a continuous cycle, a mill if you will, though sometimes the mill grinds out gold, other times salt, and yet other times dirt.

This belief closely correlates with the East Indian Vedic belief in the Yuga cycles, which again are believed to be driven by the precession of the equinoxes. The Holy Science by Swami Sri Yukteswar explores this theme as well, defining the length and describing the characteristics of each age, or Yuga, as it applies to the human condition. His book, published in 1894, contained astronomic information drawn from ancient Vedic texts that references concepts and principles that have been borne out by “modern” science in the century since its publication. These fascinating facts should be considered and applied appropriately in the context of an enlightened scientific process, but as of yet have not.
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Fig. 2.3. God creating the stars (a); The Holy Science by 
Swami Sri Yukteswar (b)

Turning back to the mystery at hand, in the Dutchess, Putnam, and Westchester County region of the Hudson River valley are located hundreds of mysterious stone chambers. These megalithic structures have entrances aligned to the winter solstice sunrise, and many are said to resemble an eye and are thought to have a Celtic/monastic influence. Official explanations for the chambers range from colonial root cellars to icehouses or livestock pens. And true enough, some or all may have been used for such purposes over the course of their existence. But it is interesting to note: nearly all early colonial land deeds and surveys include descriptions and references to these preexisting constructions. If these constructions were not originally from the colonial period, then the story becomes more intriguing.
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Fig. 2.4. Hudson River valley stone chamber (a); location of stone chamber associated with electromagnetic “hot spot” (b)

Because of their mysterious nature, the stone chambers of the Hudson River valley have been the subject of investigation by a number of researchers over many years. Through the research of John Burke and Kaj Halberg, authors of Seed of Knowledge, Stone of Plenty, it’s been discovered that many chamber sites are associated with electromagnetic “hot spots” or are located in areas that show an increase or spike in the power density of the Earth’s electromagnetic field strength at that particular spot, as measured with electronic sensor equipment. This is a fascinating discovery.

Burke’s groundbreaking work shows that a control group of maize seeds placed in indigenously or traditionally identified electromagnetic hot spots, including Native American chamber locations, produced far more robust yields than an “unexposed” control seed group left in his lab to grow.

One can’t help but wonder how these electromagnetic hot spots were originally identified by the chamber and mound builders. Was it an act of divination? Were “sensitive” individuals, such as shamans, employed to locate energy sources (think spirits) through divination or dowsing?

Another theory suggests that those who built and used some of these structures were purposefully trying to manifest good energy by stripping negative ions from hydrogen electrons in water molecules. Negative ions are charged particles in our atmosphere. This process is known to occur by the act of water running over the surface of certain stones (bluestone, for instance) and through constrictions in rock, natural or man-made. Releasing negative ions, which tend to rise to the highest place on the landscape, such as hills and mountaintops, is known to assist in attaining and enhancing a heightened or enlightened mental state. I think there are big clues here that need to be further investigated and studied.

Concerning the electromagnetic hot spots, it is interesting to speculate: Do ley lines, that is, unseen energy meridians, connect such locations, creating an earth grid or energy pattern across the Earth’s surface? Can their effects be focused or directed by structures constructed in a particular configuration or built of specific, energy-conducting materials? Does the shape of mounds, standing stones, or henges—wood, stone, or otherwise—help direct the flow of this energy field and account for certain architectural designs and configurations at ancient sites? Does this help account for feng shui and similar principles from the East? Is this the geomagnetic energy field that birds and butterflies tune in to to navigate while migrating great distances? No one claims to know for sure, but in my article titled “Electromagnetism and the Ancients,” I state that electromagnetism is the single common denominator of everything in nature, of everything that exists in the universe. And that perhaps the electromagnetic spectrum, that naturally occurring, continuous band of energy ordered and organized by frequency and wavelength, is the single medium on which all of existence is recorded.
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Fig. 2.5. Two views of the Avebury stone circle in England

It becomes even more intriguing when we note that many megalithic “sacred sites,” such as Stonehenge, Avebury, Callanish, and many others, have long stone rows and circles in which, it’s recently been determined, the standing stones in each set all have their magnetic polarity, their north-south axis, if you will, lined up in the same direction. The result would be a configuration that would accelerate energy particles (protons, electrons, etc.) along its path, not unlike a modern, high-tech, particle accelerator. The Large Hadron Collider, located at the CERN particle physics laboratory in Switzerland, is one example. This new supercollider is being used to solve the greatest questions in physics—the energy/matter transfer question—by locating the so-called God particle. Just like today, ancient people must have wondered what the folks building these structures were trying to accomplish. Were they attempting to release the Earth’s own energy, to tap into the innate energy field of our living planet, of our living universe, to access its beneficial properties?

[image: image]

Fig. 2.6. The Large Hadron Collider in Switzerland

Back to the stone chambers: maybe these chambers serve multiple purposes, certainly as shelter from the extreme cold of winter where people could huddle together for warmth, and perhaps as an astronomical observatory by which the dates of the solstices and equinoxes were determined and monitored. It seems only logical that a structure built for astronomical use a few days of the year would serve a dual purpose or multiple practical purposes at other times, for storage, shelter, and so forth—and maybe also as a place where crop seeds could be treated, blessed by the powers of the unseen world, in a way that produced increased crop yields.

Is there sufficient evidence to draw these conclusions? Probably not, but there are definite and important clues that should be investigated and worked out.

In terms of geography, for the distribution of these lithic sites and monuments, for sites and their settings, in some cases we can approach monument location using the concept of view sheds (i.e., the landscape features that can be seen from each monument). Other researchers and I have also explored similar approaches, focusing on the intervisibility between neighboring monuments and the monument’s and chamber’s alignment or orientation to other sites or the horizon when it is clear that there is intentionality in the distribution and orientation of site monuments, which may use a series of locations. Although some of these approaches may be seen as flawed, the interaction between location, monument construction, and landscape must be considered as being important to a monument’s builders and users.

Ever since sites like these were discovered, there has been an unresolved debate for archaeologists and the general public alike regarding their function and purpose. The three main theories regarding the cairn’s origins or purpose are that they may be part of land surveying or subdivisions; that they are a part of agriculture-related land clearing for farming or grazing; or that they are some sort of symbolic monuments. There are, however, flaws within the land surveying and agriculture theories, and to claim that they are symbolic monuments seems too much of a default solution. As a real reason for them has yet to be determined, this line of research looks beyond any single site to the surrounding environment and analyzes the design related to the landscape to show that many are inherently aligned to celestial events and geographical elements and that the ancient Neolithic builders may have used these sites as a link or connection between them, their home, village, or territory and the powers and motions of the universe.

Now, after some time, many of the sites and features—the groups of cairns, walls, chambers, even individual stones—begin to take on a familiar look. Researchers in eastern New England have generated a lot of material relating to lithic sites, some of which seem to be related to this tradition of aligned stone monuments. In the western United States there are many lithic sites that seem to be in the same tradition as what we’ve seen here in the East. Perhaps we may be approaching the time when we will begin to get the hang of the thinking and purpose underlying these assemblages.

I believe the key to finding this out is researching the various myths and legends associated with these types of sites, but this information is not easy to come by. Regarding folklore, myths, and legends, while legends can be seen as stories passed down through time—which may have a seed of fact as their basis—I consider myths more like theories or ways in which ancient man attempted to explain what he experienced and observed in nature around him. Only in myths, symbolism and allegory are substitutes for the technical language and scientific terminology used in modern theories.

A. C. Ross, Ph.D., researched the oral traditions of more than thirty-three Native American tribes for his book We Are All Related. He documented the various yearly ceremonies and rituals carried out by the tribes and discovered that the dates these celebrations took place all fell on or near the summer and winter solstices and spring and fall equinoxes (Ross 1989).

It is also interesting to note that the traditional Native American tobacco ceremony, documented by the first arriving Europeans and still conducted in places today, as well as honoring Grandfather Sky and Grandmother Earth, pays homage to the four cardinal directions with a symbolic animal and relates each direction to a season of the year and a stage of human life.

These facts raise the question: how did the ancient Americans determine and keep track of these celestial dates and cardinal directions without calendar or compass and preserve that knowledge for future generations without a formal writing system? Certainly a concrete notion of where the four cardinal directions lie, as well as the motions of the sun and moon, would be essential to making such determinations.

As already noted, knowing the celestial cycles of nature was key to predicting the seasonal changes, and finding ways to keep track of astronomical observations was probably the single biggest preoccupation of ancient, pre-literate humans, including those who lived in our woods. Some of these sites may be evidence that the ancient inhabitants of this land were involved in this undertaking. And as we search for this lost knowledge, we should keep in mind that our so-called primitive ancient ancestors knew and attempted far, far more than traditional, orthodox academia gives them credit for today.

Are some of these monuments and constructions evidence documenting, confirming, and acknowledging that ancient Native cultures present in this region were practicing careful celestial observations and attempting to preserve the knowledge learned from those observations in man-made or manipulated landscape monuments? And if so, did they develop this practice themselves, or was it taught to them by those traveling through or arriving from elsewhere?

It appears southeastern New York State may be home to one of the largest concentrations of astronomically aligned stone structures to be found anywhere, with hundreds of documented, enigmatic stone structures and complexes still standing across the Catskill Mountain and Hudson River valley regions. This may well be the richest archaeoastronomical complex area in the United States with still-functioning solstice and equinox sunrise and sunset alignments. Solving the mystery of who built these structures, when, and why is a question worth seeking an answer to in order to discover more about our own humanity, who we are, and from where we came as we endeavor to learn from those who came before us.



CHAPTER 3

[image: image]

THE HAMMONASSET LINE

A Solstice Line across the Land

Have you ever heard of the Hammonasset Line? Probably not, I hadn’t either.

The Hammonasset Line, which starts at Montauk on Long Island, goes through Connecticut and crosses over into New York State, is composed of precolonial stone structures that are theorized to be many thousands of years old. Cairns, unusual walls, marking boulders, and travel ways are all found along the line through many townships. The line marks both the winter solstice sunrise and summer solstice sunset. In Connecticut, the line has been useful for predicting and locating sites where many ancient stone cairns and structures have been found.

After rediscovering the alignments of these ancient structures, traced from the site located on and near his property in Hammonasset, Connecticut, researcher Charles Thomas Paul extended the Hammonasset Line and discovered it aligns with the Devil’s Tombstone in Stony Clove, New York, between Phoenicia and Hunter, which, too, apparently orients toward the summer and winter solstices.

After crossing the Hudson River and passing through the town of Saugerties, the Hammonasset Line runs across the easternmost part of Woodstock before ascending the eastern slope of Overlook Mountain, crossing into Greene County, and heading into the Catskill Mountains toward Devil’s Tombstone. The line crosses into the Catskills at a point near the southern terminus of what was said to have been referred to by local Natives as “the Wall of the Manitou,” an imposing buttress of sheer mountain walls running north and south between Woodstock and Catskill and directly facing the Hudson River valley to the east.

According to Evan Pritchard, author of Native New Yorkers, Manitou, and its variants, simply means “spirit” in Algonquian tongues, and, joined to other words, relates to all aspects of Algonquin spirituality, including vision quests and shamanic journeys. The farther up you journeyed into the mountains, a higher level of heaven was attained. The twelfth Manitou or residing spirit was on the highest level. This cultural belief of multiple levels of heaven has correlations with those of peoples from other ancient cultures, from Indian rishis to Egyptian priests and even in Christian scripture. There’s a good reason that Tibetan Buddhists chose a spot near the top of Overlook Mountain in Woodstock for their monastery.

Interestingly, Pritchard has identified a standing stone just north of Route 212, between Woodstock and Saugerties and across from a pond, that he believes sits on the Hammonasset Line*1 (Pritchard 2007).

Having the Hammonasset Line pass through Woodstock and Saugerties seems to put our geographic area in good company with many other sacred sites that have markers aligned with the yearly solstices, including Newgrange in Ireland, Uaxactun in Guatemala, Palenque in Mexico, and the Temple at Karnak in Egypt.†2

The New England Antiquities Research Association (NEARA) is an organization I’ve belonged to for ten years now, and I’m becoming more actively involved in their research.‡3 The Hammonasset Line is of particular interest to me because it actually crosses through the area close to my home and seems to come very near cairns identified on Overlook Mountain, as well as other stone markers in the valley below.

The stoneworks along the Hammonasset Line are considered to be memorials or burial markers aligned with the position of the solstice sun and may suggest some sort of widespread burial cult or ritual in practice during the Woodland and perhaps the Late Archaic period. Since the line is dated to around five thousand years ago, a time when sun worship was at its height in places like Egypt and the British Isles, I thought this an interesting coincidence, given that some believe the Egyptian cultural influence may have spread worldwide during that civilization’s high point around 2500 BCE.
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Fig. 3.1. The Hammonasset Line plotted from Montauk, Long Island,
to Stony Clove, New York, at 318.5° northwest
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Fig. 3.2. The Hammonasset Line passes through Saugerties and
Woodstock, New York

So the details of the theory make the claim that the Hammonasset Line, which begins at a burial complex near the tip of Long Island, runs to Devil’s Tombstone in Greene County, New York, and I have confirmed this. I have plotted the line using computer mapping software. From its starting point on Long Island (Fort Pond Hill in Montauk) to Devil’s Tombstone, the line follows 318.5° northwest (magnetic north) or 304.25° northwest (true north) from Montauk when accounting for the 14.25° declination (the calculated difference between true and magnetic north at Montauk currently, when true north = magnetic north − declination). Remember, since the Earth’s magnetic field drifts over time, magnetic north would have been slightly different hundreds or thousands of years ago by up to 0.75°.

On my maps, it looks like the line crosses the easternmost corner of Woodstock Township, then heads over the slopes above West Saugerties Road, where I believe other cairns have already been discovered. Following the line along the 318.5° northwest (magnetic north) bearing from Montauk, it intersects Woodstock and enters the mountains, then parallels Devil’s Kitchen (Platte Clove) along the summits just to the west before nearly bisecting Stony Clove at Devil’s Tombstone. This is the path and point where the summer solstice sun sets from Montauk, and that has not changed. Plotting the alignments on the Earth’s surface would show a slight change, but in the woods and fields and on the ridgelines, alignments would still hold true today as always.

Now, just for the fun of it and still using computer mapping software, I continued extending the Hammonasset Line, following the 318.5° (magnetic north) bearing from Montauk on Long Island, which, again, points to the site where the summer sun sets on the longest day of the year and where the winter sun rises on the shortest day. It is surprising and curious that the line leads to an area in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula known for ancient copper mines believed to have been exploited by foreign visitors to North American shores thousands of years ago. Another coincidence? (Fell 1989).

Even more curiously, the line crosses a small, mile-wide island on the far eastern tip of the Keweenaw Peninsula in Michigan called Manitou Island and then goes on through Isle Royale at the U.S.-Canadian border. Both these islands and the Keweenaw Peninsula are places known for Native American cultural activity dating back thousands of years. And as is known, the word Manitou relates to the Native American spirit and is usually associated with a spiritual quality, quest, or journey.
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Fig. 3.3. The Hammonasset Line extended to Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula
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Fig. 3.4. Manitou Island, off the Keweenaw Peninsula

This may all be just coincidence, but there could be something more to it, and it has piqued NEARA’s interest.

In the spring of 2007, a group of researchers, including NEARA New York State coordinator Polly Midgley and Princeton University Art Museum conservator Norman E. Muller, planned to examine the stone cairns on Overlook Mountain. The group hoped to survey, measure, and photograph the several dozen mounds that have been identified, search for clues to their age and origin, and determine how close to the Hammonasset Line they actually lie. And NEARA members and researchers with friends and colleagues in Michigan are pressing their contacts there for information and reports from that area. Since that time additional research and surveys have occurred, and data gathered from different geographic areas confirms what was documented at the site at that time. This significant site sits very near the Hammonasset Line and contains elements found universally at sacred sites.
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