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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT


  


  POLITICS OF INDIGNATION





  Peter Mayo shows us with his most challenging and original new book not only the central problem of a globalizing Mediterranean world (including the Arab world and its indignant youth), but he also provides us with most important insights about how to develop new concepts for the new learning situations. One common and most important element of Mayo’s publication is that he underscores the political basis of education. He shows that education is not a neutral enterprise (unlike the way neoliberal economy presents it) but is serving either to ‘domesticate’ and strengthen the status quo of subaltern groups, or else ‘liberate’ in the sense of contributing to the ushering in of a new world in which principles of social justice and ecological sustainability are held uppermost. Education is viewed in the broadest sense, the way Gramsci viewed it, seeing it as central and integral to the workings of hegemony itself. This includes a more holistic view of critical engagement in the public sphere, 50 years after the release of Habermas’ famous book on this issue.




  Ursula Apitzsch, Professor of Political Science and Sociology, Goethe-University of Frankfurt/Main, whose many publications include, Self Employment Activities of Women and Minorities. Their Success or Failure in relation to Social Citizenship Policies (2008); Care and Migration (2010).




  Peter Mayo’s fascinating book is as timely as it is important. It is incisive and trenchant in its critique of global capitalism, and presents cogent and informative analyses of liberal and neoliberal policies that buttress it. It is courageous and provocative as it develops alternative perspectives on central social and political questions facing the world such as race, migration, education and socio-economic inequality. It is well written and well argued, as well as engaging and engaged. It is a book that will appeal to both the specialist and the general reader.




  Benedetto Fontana, Political Science, Baruch College, CUNY, New York City, author of Hegemony and Power: On the Relation Between Gramsci and Machiavelli (1993), and co-editor of Talking Democracy: Historical Perspectives on Rhetoric and Democracy (2004).




  Education and healthcare are spheres in which the failures of capitalism and neoliberalism are unmistakable and mounting. Peter Mayo’s masterful book provides fabulous insight connecting Cuban successes in medicine and education, Nicaraguan literacy campaigns, the centrality of the crisis of higher education in Europe today and the recent uprisings in the Middle East. Working through particular cases of atrocity as well as success, Mayo gives an intimate sense of the obstacles and political possibilities facing us today. His broad conception of education and the continuing role of the state within global capitalism are essential. Emphasizing South-South cooperation and non-profit oriented exchange, Mayo provides hopeful alternatives to common North-South dynamics.




  Peter Ives, Professor, Dept. of Politics, University of Winnipeg and author of Gramsci’s Politics of Language: Engaging the Bakhtin Circle and the Frankfurt School (2004) and Language and Hegemony in Gramsci (2004).


  





  Politics of Indignation is a challenging, accessible and exciting book. Not only does it provide a critical analysis of the neoliberal onslaught on public education across a range a countries, it also offers new insights into the dynamics of control, while demonstrating how and where resistance has succeeded. It is a hopeful book; it encourages and inspires the reader to act to protect public interest values in education, not least because action is shown to be effective in different contexts and countries. I strongly recommend it to all of those who wish to comprehend and to resist the attacks on public education.




  Kathleen Lynch, UCD Equality Studies Centre, School of Social Justice, University College Dublin, Ireland – co-author of New Managerialism in Education (2012)
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  Preface and Acknowledgments




  We are living in hard though interesting times. They are hard times in the sense that ordinary people are being made to pay for the lavish greed of a few beneficiaries of the capitalist system, the 1 per cent, comprising CEOs and bankers, who have brought the world to almost inconceivable ruin, placing the burden of austerity squarely on the shoulders of the 99 per cent. They are also hard times because, in North Africa and the Middle East, legitimate human struggles for work, dignity and genuine democracy have been and are still being met with some of the most brutal repression. We witness the lengths that people are prepared to go to hang on to positions of autocratic power and privilege. These are hard times indeed, given that it is the prerogative of a small percentage of powerful people to determine who is allowed to thrive and whose life is dispensable; who is allowed to live and who is left to rot in abject conditions, as manifest in the wake of Hurricane Katrina or in situations when social expenditure, including expenditure on health, is cut as a result of austerity measures. These are hard, hard times as public spaces are constantly commodified and privatized; new commons are privately enclosed. Important aspects of social life such as health and education, as well as pensions, become a matter of individual instead of social responsibility. These are times when once greatly cherished public goods, such as education and health, become consumer products, none more so than higher education (HE) institutions where the quest for profits and lucrative international HE markets is given more importance than the quest for an education that contributes to the development of a democratic public sphere.




  And yet we are also living in interesting times in which politics is rescued from the exclusive clutches of politicians and is constantly being played out in globalized public arenas such as the squares and streets of Athens, Madrid, Cairo, Tunis, New York and Damascus, as a clear groundswell of dissent, indignation and tenacity is manifest and beamed throughout all corners of the globe. This is the kind of stuff which makes one dream of ‘another world’ that ‘is possible,’ which lends credence to the cry reverberating through the various world and regional social forums. And yet the strong sense of hope fuelled by these events is necessarily tempered by caution and the fear of a ‘false dawn’ as caretaker regimes, following the deposition of an autocratic leader, drag their feet in ushering in much augured reforms. The threat of another civil war looms large in countries such as Libya, and certain autocratic regimes, as that in Syria, prove more resilient than others, backed by emerging economic and political powerhouses. The groundswell in the West lays bare the state’s ‘maximal,’ as opposed to the much declared ‘minimal,’ presence as the repressive forces over which it holds a monopoly make their presence felt. Earlier this very same state put paid to the myth, exposed in Chapter 1 of this book, that its presence has been curtailed in neoliberal times. It intervened to bail out banks and provide rescue packages to help prop up a tottering economy. Meanwhile precarious living is the staple of everyday life for thousands of citizens, skilled or unskilled, formally well educated or otherwise, as much coveted well paid ‘middle class,’ career jobs are at a premium globally.




  It is against these scenarios that, thanks to the encouragement of Henry Giroux, I have been engaged over the past year and a half in writing op ed and ‘news analysis’ columns for Truthout and Counterpunch, in addition to a number of other outlets, some international and others local (e.g. the Maltese branch of Indymedia). These writings enabled me to couch my ideas in a more popular and accessible idiom rather than in that style and register favored by the academic reviews in which I had been publishing most of my work throughout the past twenty years. These articles in Truthout and Counterpunch provide the basis for this book’s chapters. The challenges included that of revising, updating and expanding some of the pieces and writing others, as I sought to construct an overarching thematic structure for this compendium.




  The volume starts off with one of the themes just mentioned, namely the centrality of the state in an age governed by neoliberal policies. Neoliberalism constitutes one of the leitmotifs of this book. I therefore move on to discuss some of the origins of the neoliberal scenario with specific reference to what is commonly referred to, in Latin America, as the ‘First September 11.’ I do this to highlight the violence, symbolic and also physical, that marked the birth pangs of Neoliberalism which can sit comfortably not only with what is referred to as the ‘new fascism’ these days but also with fascism of the ‘old school,’ a coup d’état, such as that in Chile, leading to purges, executions and repression of the most horrific kind. Neoliberalism had its trial run in an orgy of bloodshed.




  I then move on to explore an alternative revolutionary paradigm to the one ushered in through the first September 11, underlining the contradictions and strengths. The focus here is on the achievements of the Cuban and subsequently the Nicaraguan revolutions, also indicating the way the latter effort was eroded through time. The discussion on Cuba is co-authored with my Puerto Rican colleague and friend, Antonia Darder and owes its origin to our jointly penned preface, as series editors, to a text on Cuban education. I highlight, in the Nicaraguan case, the impact of external as well as internal forces. With respect to the latter, the theme of alliances or rather misplaced alliances is taken up with reference to the meaning of workers’ solidarity in this day and age, foregrounding the issues of racism and labor market segmentation on class, gender and racial lines. The trigger for these ruminations was my presence at a ‘million strong’ gathering at Taksim Square Istanbul celebrating May Day, an event I subsequently commented on as guest, with Shahrzad Mojab of the University of Toronto, in an inaugural program of a Kurdish owned, internet-streamed television station.




  The issue of racism recurs throughout most of the chapters that follow where I first discuss the issue of Migration in the Mediterranean with its implications for ethnic and religious conviviality taking into account the unequal power relations underwritten by what is often referred to as ‘intercultural-dialogue.’ I then move on to discuss the complexities associated with Arab and Muslim youth in an attempt to discuss some of the misrepresentations that abound in Western circles. This leads to a discussion of the role played by digitally savvy Arab youth in the recent Arab uprisings predicated on the quest for basic human dignity: Ben Ali’s investment, in Tunisia, in widespread ICT provision partly proved his undoing as he was hoisted by his own petard. Together with Linda Herrera, I highlight, apart from the quest for human dignity, civil liberties and democracy, the clamour for jobs in the Middle East and North African (MENA) regions hit by massive unemployment. Unemployment and precarious living remain the themes of the subsequent chapters which focus on the indignados in Europe with regard to their protests, in addition to student protests concerning university reform. I conclude by looking at the role of education and the contribution it can make to address the UN Millennium development goals, bearing in mind that education should not be romanticized and should not be accorded powers it does not have. It is not an independent variable.




  By way of conclusion to the volume, centering throughout on imperialism, decolonizing strategies and a critique of neoliberalism, I examine the potential of critical pedagogy and a broader critical education for an alternative discourse in educational, cultural and other social activism. I specifically address issues touched on earlier such as the state and neoliberalism (as manifest through the dominant discourse on lifelong learning where I argue for an alternative rendering of this concept). I also discuss Racism and Higher Education and conclude by highlighting, through a brief overview, the major contributions of a select and by no means exhaustive group of exponents of critical pedagogy and a critical education in general.




  This book would not have been possible without the encouragement and promptings of a number of friends: Lind Herrera and Antonia Darder (I wrote a piece with each); the late M. Kazim Bacchus and my university colleague, Vincent Caruana who provided me with insights regarding the challenges posed by the United Nation’s Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); my former Dean, close friend and co-author, Carmel Borg who nominated me, in 2005, to chair a pre-CHOGM meeting of NGOs concerning education and the MDGs; graduate students with whom I had the pleasure to work at Bogazici University Istanbul, who encouraged me to participate in the May Day celebrations in their city last year (2011) and who invited me to discuss the event on IMC TV; Patrizia Morgante and Loris Viviani from Rome and Seville respectively who filled me in, with valuable information, on events in Rome and Palma de Majorca with regard to the ‘occupy’ protests; Magda Trantallidi, Dimitris Cosmidis and Maria Nikolakaki from Greece who kept me abreast with events concerning the debtocracy in their country; finally Henry A. Giroux, Victoria Harper and Leslie Thatcher of Truthout and Jeffrey St. Clair of Counterpunch who helped me place many of my ideas in the public domain. Henry Giroux has been serving as a role model through his work as a public intellectual. I also owe gratitude to my university colleagues Ivan Callus, from the Department of English, University of Malta, for giving me feedback on the entire volume, and Ronald Sultana, Mary Darmanin and Carmel Borg, from my university department with whom I discussed some of these issues. The same applies to Leona English from St Francis Xavier University, Antigonish, Canada, with whom I developed a few of the ideas when we wrote a book together. I must also mention my long time friend and colleague, Godfrey Baldacchino from the University of Prince Edward Island, who provided encouraging comments on some of the chapters when they appeared in their earlier versions as opinion columns in the above outlets. Any remaining shortcomings are my responsibility.
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  Neoliberalism and the State1





  Neoliberalism has wrought havoc in different areas of social life, not the least of which in health and education. One of the greatest myths promoted by neoliberals is that the nation state is not and should no longer be the main force in those domains – everything should be left to the market. Health care education, infrastructure (financial and legal, as well as physical), and the environment are no longer public goods in this worldview, but rather commodities to be bought and sold. Deregulation has been used to expedite this process and, yet, the credit crunch revealed the hypocrisy and impossibility of such a strategy when national states were forced to intervene, bailing out banks and other institutions to prevent the collapse of the real economy as well as the financial sector. So much for the minimal state! It is an opportune moment to look at the function of the state and assess its role within the contemporary scenario of hegemonic globalization.




  The state provides the conditions for the accumulation of capital through its institutions. Education and training, therefore, have an important role to play, more now than ever, when education to train workers for positions in the economy, including adult learning for work, is said to perform a crucial role in attracting and maintaining investment. In the post-war (WWII) period, a welfare notion of state provision of, for instance, education, prevailed as part of ‘the new deal.’ This deal was seen by many as a concession by capital to labor. It was also seen within labor politics as very much the result of the struggle for better living conditions by the working class and its representatives.




  Neoliberalism




  While the state and its bureaucracy continues to retain responsibility for much that had previously been attributed to it, things have changed considerably in recent years. With the onset of neoliberalism, and therefore the ideology of the marketplace, the state has lost its welfare outlook even as it plays a crucial role in terms of providing a regulatory framework for ‘the market’s’ operation.




  The neoliberal state has a set of important roles to play. It provides the infrastructure for the mobility of capital, including investment in ‘human resource development,’ as well as the promotion of an ‘employability-oriented,’ lifelong, learning policy, although the onus of taking advantage of these ‘opportunities’ is often placed on the individual or group, often at considerable expense. We witness a curtailment of socially-oriented programs in favor of a market-oriented notion of economic viability, also characterized by public financing of private needs. Public funds are channeled into areas of educational and other activities that generate profits in the private sector. Furthermore, attempts are being made all over the world to leave as little as possible to the vagaries of state agencies and the personnel who work inside them since the state has never been monolithic. Whatever the policies, there are always bureaucratic procedures and ‘tried and tested’ ways of working, as well as people working inside these agencies, like critical educators in public schools, who are driven by a vision of doing things that may run contrary to what policy makers desire or simply fall short of when delivering established policies. Standardization, league tables, classifications, accountability measures and, more recently, harmonization are some of the means used to bring these institutions and the persons who work inside them in line with the dominant trends and policies. The objective is to render agencies of the state, or that work in tandem with the state through a loose network (a process of governance rather than government), more accountable, more subject to surveillance, and ultimately, more rationalized. And as indicated at the very beginning, the state has no qualms about its role in bailing out banks and other institutions of capital when there is a crisis. As the Brazilian educator Paulo Freire put it so clearly years before the recent credit crunch (he died in 1997):





  Fatalism is only understood by power and by the dominant classes when it interests them. If there is hunger, unemployment, lack of housing, health and schools, they proclaim that this is a universal trend and so be it! But when the stock market falls in a country far away and we have to tighten up our belts, or if a private national bank has internal problems due to the inability of its directors or owners, the state immediately intervenes to ‘save them.’ In this case, the ‘natural,’ ‘inexorable,’ is simply put aside.2




  The state is very much present in many ways, a point that needs to be kept in mind when discussing any other form of program that conveys the corporate business agenda. We must guard against the widespread neoliberal myth that the state is playing a secondary role in the present intensification of globalization. Capitalism has, since its inception, been globalizing with the active collaboration of nation states (also more recently via the WTO, NAFTA ...), and what we have now is the intensification of this process through information technology where everything occurs in real time. Capitalism as a global system requires national organizations to ensure the internationalization of its manner of production.3




  The state organizes, regulates, ‘educates,’ creates and sustains markets, provides surveillance, evaluates, legitimates, forges networks and represses. One should not downplay the role of the repression realized by the state during this period. Behind the whole facade of securing consent (the ideas it helps generate through its institutions, the media etc, enable it to win over popular consent), lurks naked power which, in Mao’s famous words, ultimately lies in ‘the barrel of a gun.’ The state consists of and acts in concert with institutions, such as the media, that provide the climate for acceptance of its policies. Consent is, thus, manufactured. The state, however, also holds a monopoly over the forces of repression such as the police force, the army, wardens, security officers (although the task is often subcontracted to private firms) etc. The state provides a policing force for those who are the victims of neoliberal policies as well as of the related ‘structural adjustment programs’ in the majority world (I will discuss this in Chapter 11). These victims include blacks, latino/as and the rest of what has been described as the ‘human waste disposal sector.’4 Prisons, and privatized ones at that, have risen in the USA in the emergence of what Henry A. Giroux calls the ‘carceral state.’




  The prison metaphor can be applied on a larger scale to incorporate migrants from sub-Saharan Africa knocking at the gates of ‘Fortress Europe.’ Carceral states await the victims of neoliberal policies worldwide, notably in countries that are serving as ‘first port of call’ for immigrants from Africa and Asia fleeing poverty, starvation (exacerbated by structural adjustment programs), the droughts emanating from climate change and internal wars fueled by a potent Western-based arms industry (the US is the major exporter of arms). The carceral settings awaiting such hapless victims include detention centers (closed centers) where immigrants are kept for long periods prior to decisions being taken regarding whether they should be allowed in as refugees or repatriated. And such a carceral ordeal is experienced on top of the terrible and often tragic experiences of crossing huge tracts of land and desert in the world’s largest continent and of risking life and limb crossing from the shores of North Africa in small and hardly durable dinghies and other ‘rickety’ vessels. A similar ordeal is experienced by Latinos/as attempting to cross la frontera (the borderland between Latin America and the USA).
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