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      Introduction

      What you're about to read is the all-new fifth edition of The Everything® Family Guide to the Walt Disney World Resort, Universal Studios, and Greater Orlando . This travel guide was written to help you make the most of your vacation experience. Unless you're planning to spend several weeks and an absolute fortune, there's no possible way that you'll be able to experience everything the Greater Orlando area has to offer. Therefore, you'll have to make decisions about which theme parks you want to visit, which attractions within those theme parks you want to experience, what shows and parades you want to see, and which restaurants you want to patronize.

      The WDW Resort is a city unto itself, but it's a 30,500-acre (47 square-mile) city unlike any other found on this planet. Yet, with everything that already exists in this ultimate vacation destination, less than one-quarter of the total acreage of the resort complex has been developed. Thus, in the years and decades to come, you can bet that the WDW Resort will continue to evolve and provide many future generations with a taste of Disney magic and the wholesome family vacation experience that Walt Disney himself (along with his brother Roy) intended for all who visit this unique resort.

      Located less than a fifteen-minute drive from the WDW Resort is another fast-growing tourist destination, which is the second most popular theme park complex in the Greater Orlando area. Universal Studio Resort offers some of the most incredible rides, shows, and attractions found anywhere in the world, yet here you'll find a very different type of vacation experience.

      Originally, when Universal Studios Florida opened, it was a single, medium-sized theme park that could be experienced within a day. Now, this park has expanded dramatically, and as you'll read later in this book, it continues to go through massive construction and development. As a result, vacationers can easily plan on spending two or three full days experiencing everything there is to see and do at Universal Studio Resort, which now comprises two theme parks, the City-Walk area, and three resort hotels.

      Located in between WDW and Universal Studios is the third most popular theme park attraction in Orlando — SeaWorld. This marine park offers an up-close look at marine life, like dolphins and whales, plus it features an assortment of marine-related rides, shows, attractions,tours, and adventure camps.

      Inside this book you'll find detailed descriptions of all the activities and things there are to see and do at the WDW Resort, Universal Studios Florida Resort, SeaWorld, and other popular tourist attractions. There are all sorts of tips and suggestions on how you can save money while making the most of your vacation.

      To help you choose which rides, shows, and attractions are most worth experiencing while visiting the Magic Kingdom (and all of the theme parks at the WDW Resort), this book offers a star-based rating system. The ratings are based on the age group for which each attraction will hold the most appeal. For each ride, you'll see a chart listing several age groups, plus a one- to three-star rating for that attraction

      *Rides and attractions that earned just one star aren't worth waiting for and could be skipped, especially if your time within the theme park is limited.**Rides and attractions that earned two stars are good, but they don't fall into the “must-see” category.***The rides and attractions that earned three stars are definitely worth seeing and should not be missed.N.S.This denotes rides and attractions that are “not suitable” for a specific age group.

      These ratings are only recommendations. If you have a mature-nine-year-old, he or she may very well enjoy a ride, show, or attraction that's more suitable for an eleven- to fifteen-year-old. As a parent, that's a judgment call you'll need to make based on the information provided within this book and after seeing the ride, show, or attraction for yourself once you get to the theme park.

      This book is “unofficial,” which means that it is in no way authorized or sanctioned by the Walt Disney Company, Universal Studios, SeaWorld, or any other attraction, travel agency, hotel chain, restaurant,or airline. Thus, this book has the freedom to tell it like it is, and to offer you money- and time-saving advice that you won't find in any other travel guide or vacation-planning book.

      As you read through this book, know that the various theme parks and resorts are constantly evolving. New rides, attractions, shows,parades, shops, restaurants, and activities are always being updated,changed, or canceled. Thus, when you actually visit Orlando, don't be surprised if you encounter something new and different that's not described in this book.

      The Magic Kingdom
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Preparing for Your Vacation

ORLANDO IS THE NUMBER ONE vacation destination in the world. More than 50 million people visit this city every year. Know that you will not be able to see everything O-Town has to offer in one visit, but that's alright because you can return many times. Your first step in planning an Orlando vacation is to determine how long your vacation is going to last and how much money you have in your travel budget. Next, you'll need to book your airfare and hotel accommodations, and possibly reserve a rental car. This chapter will help you save money and time as you take care of these initial vacation-planning steps.


Flying to Orlando

All of the airlines listed in this section (and possibly a few others) offer competitive rates and travel packages to the Orlando International Airport, so be sure to shop around for the best airfares and flights. Keep in mind that not all of the airlines will offer service from your home city.

As a general rule, you want to book your airfare as far in advance as possible. Many airlines offer the best prices if you book and pay for your tickets twenty-one days in advance You can, however, also obtain good fares if you make your reservations (and pay for your airline tickets) fourteen or seven days early. When making your travel plans, try to have the most flexible schedule possible. If your schedule permits, you'll almost always get a better airfare if your stay includes a Saturday night.

Keep in mind, with “discounted” or “special” airfares, the tickets will not be refundable, and there will be a fee to change the ticket's booked travel dates. The change fee is usually between $100 and $150, plus the price difference in the airfare itself. To avoid this change fee, most airlines will allow you to fly standby; however, this does not guarantee you a seat on a specific flight, and if you're traveling with a family and the flight you're trying to get on is close to capacity, your chances of all getting on the same flight are slim, especially during peak travel periods.



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

To make your vacation the best it can possibly be, you'll want to invest some time before you depart to properly plan your trip. Especially if you're traveling with children or a group of people, the more preplanning you do now, the more organized and relaxing your trip will be when it actually begins.



If you choose to use your frequent-flier miles to book your airline ticket to Orlando, keep in mind that seats may be difficult to reserve during peak travel periods, so make your reservations early. The advantages of using a frequent-flier ticket are that it's free and most airlines allow you to change your travel plans at the last minute with no penalties or fees.

Always ask the airline reservation representative you speak with for the lowest airfare available. After an airfare is quoted to you, ask again if it is the best deal. Next, ask if there are flights to and from Orlando at around the same times as the ones quoted to you that would make the airfare less expensive. You won't often be quoted the absolute lowest prices the first time you ask. Sometimes, airlines will offer discounted “online-only” fares exclusively from their Web site. For example, US Airways' Web site is at  www.usairways.com  .

Also, check the travel section of your local newspaper for advertised special fares and promotions. You can make a reservation that will be held for twenty-four hours without having to pay for the ticket, so make an unpaid reservation and then shop around by calling additional airlines.



[image: illustration] FAST FACT

If you're traveling cross-country, red-eye (overnight) flights that leave the West Coast between 10:00 P.M. and midnight and arrive in Orlando the following morning are almost always the cheapest flights available. While most people hate flying all night, you can sometimes save up to several hundred dollars when traveling between the West Coast and the East Coast via a red-eye flight on any airline.



Strategies for the Best Airfare

There are several alternatives available to you when it comes to shopping around for the best airfares. You can go to the airport and visit a ticket counter, or book your travel directly with the airline via telephone or its Web site.

You can also surf the Internet and visit the various travel-related Web sites such as Travelocity.com, Hotwire.com, Priceline.com, Last-MinuteTravel.com, or Orbitz.com (described later in this chapter).

Another alternative is to call a travel agent and have her or him do the busywork for you. Travel agents have computer systems that allow them to search for flight availability on all airlines at once. Most travel agents will be happy to work with you over the telephone, so it's not necessary to take time out of your busy schedule during business hours to visit a travel agent's office in person.

When choosing a travel agent, find someone who comes highly recommended by someone you trust. Travel agents can be extremely helpful and save you money, but some will purposely quote you higher-priced airfares since they're receiving a commission from the airline based on the price of the ticket they sell. If you're a member of AAA or have an American Express card, both of these companies offer highly reputable travel agencies that offer their services either in person or by telephone to members.

Finally, you might want to look into package deals offered by the various airlines. Many packages include airfare, hotel, rental car, and perhaps meals or show tickets. Most airlines have a separate “Vacation Package” reservation department that's different from the regular airline reservation department. The Walt Disney Travel Company also offers a handful of discounted packages to the WDW Resort (407) 939-7675.



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

To save money, consider using public transportation to get to the airport in your home city. It'll almost always be cheaper than parking your own car at the airport. The cheapest option is to have a friend or family member drop you off at the airport and pick you up when you return. Another option is to use a door-to-door shuttle bus service, which is usually cheaper than a taxi, limo, or town car service.



The Orlando International Airport

The Orlando International Airport is the closest major airport to all of the theme parks, resorts, and attractions within the Greater Orlando area. If you'll be flying to Orlando, chances are this is the airport you'll be flying into. While this list is subject to change, the major airlines that service this airport include:
AeroMexico: [image: illustration](800) 237-6639Air Canada: [image: illustration](800) 247-2262AirJamaica: [image: illustration](800) 523-5585AirTran Airways: [image: illustration](800) AIR-TRANAirTransat: [image: illustration](877) 872-6728Alaska Airlines: [image: illustration](800) 252-7522American Airlines: [image: illustration](800) 433-7300American Eagle: [image: illustration](800) 422-7300AmericaWest Airlines: [image: illustration](800) 235-9292ANA: [image: illustration](800) 235-9262ATA: [image: illustration](800) 225-2995Bahamasair: [image: illustration](800) 222-4262British Airways: [image: illustration](800) AIR-WAYSChampion Air: [image: illustration](800) 225-5658ConJet: [image: illustration](800) 809-7777Continental: [image: illustration](800) 523-3273Copa Airlines: [image: illustration](800) 359-2672Delta Airlines/Delta Express: [image: illustration](800) 221-1212El Al: [image: illustration](800) 223-6700Frontier: [image: illustration](800) 432-1359Iberia: [image: illustration](800) 772-4642Icelander: [image: illustration](800) 223-5500JetBlue: [image: illustration](800) 538-2583LTU: [image: illustration](800) 888-0200Martinair: [image: illustration](800) 627-8462Mexicana: [image: illustration](800) 531-7921Midwest Airlines: [image: illustration](800) 452-2022Northwest Airlines/KLM: [image: illustration](800) 225-2525Saudia: [image: illustration](800) 472-8342Song: [image: illustration](800) 359-7664Southwest Airlines: [image: illustration](800) 435-9792Spirit Airlines: [image: illustration](800) 772-7117United: [image: illustration](800) 241-6522US Airways: [image: illustration](800) 428-4322; Vacation Packages S(800) 455-0123Vanguard Airlines: [image: illustration](800) 826-4827Varig Brazil: [image: illustration](800) 468-2744Virgin Atlantic: [image: illustration](800) 862-8621Zoom: [image: illustration](866) 359-9666Note: A handful of other airlines also operate charter flights to and from Orlando and other major U.S. cities and foreign countries. For more information about the Orlando International Airport, you can call  [image: illustration](407) 825-2001 or visit the airport's Web site at  [image: illustration] www.orlandoairports.net  .



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

If you're planning to meet people in Orlando, be sure they're provided with the appropriate airline, flight number, and departure time/date. With this information, anyone can contact your airline for arrival information or use one of these Web sites: [image: illustration] http://flighttracker.lycos.com  , [image: illustration] www.travelocity.com  , or [image: illustration] www.flightarrivals.com  .



If you're driving from the airport to the Walt Disney World (WDW) Resort, there are multiple routes that'll get you there. One direct route is to take the north exit from the airport to the Beeline Expressway West (Route 528). Get onto I-4 West and then follow signs to the WDW Resort. You'll want to exit I-4 at either Exit 26B or Exit 25, depending on your final destination within the huge resort complex. Another is to take 417 straight to WDW. The trip is less than twenty-five miles and should take about thirty minutes (without traffic).

Mears Motor Shuttles offers van service to the various hotels at the WDW Resort (as well as nearby areas) from the Orlando airport (and back). The cost is around $20 each way or $40 round trip for adults, $15 one way or $30 round trip for kids (ages four to eleven), and free to kids under age four. These shuttles leave the airport every fifteen minutes or so and can be picked up right outside of the airport terminals. For reservations, call (407) 423-5566 ( www.mearstransportation.com  ).

Taxi service is available outside of the airport's main terminals, but this is one of the more expensive ways to reach the WDW Resort. Check with the Ground Transportation Information Desk located inside the airport for various other transportation options to get you from the airport to your hotel in the Orlando area. You can also call the Yellow Cab Company (a fleet of bright orange cars and vans) at (407) 699-9999.

Orlando/Sanford International Airport

The Orlando/Sanford International Airport is a smaller airport located only thirty-five miles east of Walt Disney World (between Orlando and Daytona Beach). It's a straight shot on no-toll I-4 and some say that the airfare is half the price of what it costs to fly into the Orlando International airport. Most flights are European, but for America, Allegiant Air offers roundtrip flights from Allentown, PA; Boston/Portsmouth, NH; Boston/Worcester, MA; Cedar Rapids, IA; Chicago/Rockford, IL; Des Moines, IA; Lansing, MI; McAllen, TX (seasonal); Newburgh, NY (New York City area); Roanoke, VA; Sioux Falls, SD; South Bend, IN; Springfield, MO; St. Louis/MidAmerica (Belleville, IL); Toledo, OH (Detroit area); and Youngstown/Warren, OH. It's worth checking into if you plan to rent a car while in Orlando. Every little bit helps. You can contact them at  www.AllegiantAir.com   or (702) 505-8888.

Airport Security Information

Security is extremely tight at all U.S. airports. Be sure to arrive at the airport at least one hour prior to your scheduled departure time and have your driver's license, military ID, or passport ready to show multiple times at various security checkpoints, including the airline ticket counter.

A wide range of items, such as pocket knives, golf clubs, and scissors, cannot be taken aboard any flight as part of a carry-on. For additional security information, point your Web browser to:  www.orlandoairports.net/goaa/security.htm  .



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

If you live in a city with multiple airports, or you live between two cities that both have airports, price your airline tickets going to and from each of the airports closest to you. Airlines often offer special deals and promotions from specific airports.




Taking the Train

Located extremely close to the WDW Resort, there's an Amtrak station in Kissimmee, Florida (Amtrak Station Code: KIS). Information about taking an Amtrak train from anywhere in the country to WDW can be obtained by calling (800) USA-RAIL or by visiting the Web site  www.amtrak.com  .

Amtrak offers travel discounts to all students and veterans, as well as to AAA and AARP members who present their membership card when purchasing a train ticket. Amtrak train tickets can be purchased from many travel agents, by visiting any Amtrak ticket office, or by calling Amtrak directly and using a major credit card.


Busing It to Orlando

Greyhound ((800) 229-9424; www.greyhound.com) has two bus terminals close to the WDW Resort: one in Orlando (555 North John Young Parkway, Orlando) and the other in Kissimmee (located at 103 East Dakin Avenue, Kissimmee). From these bus terminals, taxi service is available to the WDW Resort, Universal Studios, or any other nearby hotel or destination.


Renting a Car

Just like when making airline reservations, there are several tricks to use when reserving a rental car that will help ensure that you get the lowest rate possible. For starters, reserve your rental car as far in advance as possible (seven days in advance, minimum), and if you can, try to get the weekly rate instead of the daily rate offered by the car rental company. Most rental car companies will apply their weekly rates to five-, six-, or seven-day rentals.

Finding the Best Rate

Especially in tourist areas, like Orlando, the various rental car companies are always running special promotions, so be sure to ask about them, and keep your eyes open for ads from the rental car companies in your local newspaper and in your favorite magazines. In addition, many of the rental car companies provide a discount to AAA members, so after getting the rental car company's best rate, ask for the AAA member discount. The Entertainment Book (described later in this book) also has discount coupons and special offers that apply to many of the popular rental car companies. Finally, visit the various travel-related Web sites (such as  www.travelocity.com  ,  www.priceline.com  , or  www.hotwire.com  ) for great deals on rental cars.

Some popular credit cards have special promotional deals with the major rental car companies, so call the customer service phone number listed on your credit card and inquire about what deals they offer for renting a car. While you're on the phone with the credit card company, also ask if your credit card automatically provides rental car insurance if you use that credit card to pay for the rental. American Express, Diner's Club, and virtually all Visa and MasterCards (issued as part of an airline's frequent-flier program) automatically offer rental car insurance.

If you think you've found an awesome rental car rate, reserve the car, but continue to shop around. Call three or four other rental car companies and see if they'll beat the deal you've been offered. Many travelers believe that the best-known rental car companies are always the most expensive, but this isn't always the case. You'll often be pleasantly surprised to discover that companies like Hertz, Avis, and National offer highly competitive rates once you take advantage of their special promotional deals, airline frequent-flier discounts, and/or the AAA (or any auto club) member discount.



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

If you're a member of any airline's frequent-flier program, you can often receive a rental car discount from promotional partners of that airline. Check your monthly frequent-flier statement from the airline for information about special rental car offers.



When making a rental car reservation, make sure unlimited mileage is included in the rental price. Some rental car companies charge by the mile, in addition to the daily rental fee, so make sure you understand what's included in the price you're being quoted. Extremely low daily or weekly rental rates often do not include unlimited mileage, and once you travel above the allowed miles, you're charged a hefty fee per mile.

Insurance

No matter what hourly, daily, or weekly rate you're quoted by the rental car companies you call, these rates do not include the various types of optional insurance choices that are offered, nor is tax included in the quoted rate. If you choose to pay for all of the different insurance options, the quoted rate for the rental car often more than doubles. What most travelers don't know, however, is that they do not need all of the optional insurance, because their own regular insurance policies, as well as the travel insurance provided free of charge by some credit card companies, offer more than adequate protection.

Prior to renting a car, call the customer service number for your auto insurance company as well as your homeowner's insurance company. Ask if rental car insurance is automatically offered under your existing policy. If so, you probably don't need any of the insurance offered by the rental car companies. If you rely on your existing insurance, however, and you're forced to make a claim due to an accident in the rental car, your regular insurance rates could go up in the future.



[image: illustration] FAST FACT

One benefit of purchasing the optional insurance from the rental car companies is that your existing policies won't be affected if a claim has to be made (assuming any damage or injury claims are under the limit of the insurance you purchase).



Rental Car Companies

The following are rental car companies in the Orlando area:
Alamo: [image: illustration](800) 327-9633Avis: [image: illustration](800) 831-2847Budget: [image: illustration](800) 527-0700Dollar: [image: illustration](800) 800-4000Econo Car: [image: illustration](800) 665-9001Enterprise: [image: illustration](800) RENT-A-CARE-Z: [image: illustration](407) 352-3131Hertz: [image: illustration](800) 654-3131Hertz Gold Club Reservations: [image: illustration](800) CAR-GOLDNational: [image: illustration](800) 227-7368Payless Car Rental: [image: illustration](800) PAY-LESSThrifty: [image: illustration](800) 367-2277When reserving your vehicle, make sure the rental car company offers airport service (either a pickup at the airport or a free shuttle to their nearby pickup location). All of the nationally known car rental companies including Hertz, Avis, National, Alamo, and Budget are located within a five-minute free shuttle-bus ride from the Orlando airport.

Renters must be at least twenty-five years of age, have proof of insurance coverage, and have a major credit card in their name.

Special Services

Most of the rental car companies will provide child safety seats, either free of charge or for a small daily fee. These seats must be reserved in advance. This will save you the hassle of having to bring your own child safety seats with you on your trip. However, you must bring your own if you want your child to sit in one on the airplane.

If you're a nonsmoker, be sure to ask for a nonsmoking vehicle when you make your reservation. Otherwise, you could get stuck with a car that reeks of smoke.

When you pick up your rental car at the airport, computer-generated driving directions and maps are often provided free of charge from the airport to virtually any location in Florida, including all of the popular hotels and attractions.



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

If you're worried about getting lost, Hertz offers an optional feature in some of its rental cars, called NeverLost. The NeverLost unit identifies exactly where you are at any time, and shows and tells you how to get wherever you want to go. The additional daily cost is about $8 per day. NeverLost must be ordered in advance when making your reservation.



When you pick up the rental car, ask about the rental car company's policy for additional drivers. Typically, when you rent a car, only the person whose name appears on the rental agreement is legally permitted to drive the car, unless additional paperwork is completed. Some rental car companies charge to add additional names to the rental contract, allowing for multiple drivers. The following are often exempt from additional driver charges (but check with the rental car company): the renter's employer or regular fellow employee when on company business; the renter's spouse; the renter's mate, life companion, significant other, or live-in; and disabled renters who have completed a special form.

Final Suggestions

Before leaving the rental agency, ask if you're required to return the car with a full tank of gas, or if you're paying for the gas in advance. If you're required to return the car with a full tank of gas and you fail to do so (which many people do), you'll be billed up to three times the going rate per gallon of gas needed to fill the tank. Before returning the car, find a low-priced gas station and fill the tank with basic unleaded gasoline (the cheapest stuff you can find). This will fulfill your obligation to return the car with a full tank of gas.

When you pick up the car, ask what time the car must be returned to ensure that you won't be billed overtime hours, and ask what the overtime rate is. For example, the policy may state that if you pick up the car at 3:00 P.M., you must return the car before 3:00 P.M. on the day your rental agreement ends or you'll automatically be billed for additional hours at a high rate.

As soon as you pick up your car, before leaving the rental car company's parking lot, make sure there is nothing obviously wrong with the vehicle. If there's a problem, report it immediately. Once you leave the rental car company's parking lot, if you notice a problem, call the rental car company and report it. Likewise, if you get stuck on the road, call the rental car company and report your situation. Free assistance, often including towing services, will be provided, and you'll often be given a replacement rental car.

When returning your car, plan on arriving at the airport about ninety minutes (or even two hours) prior to your scheduled flight time. You will most likely be returning your car several miles from the actual airport, and you'll need to allow ample time to return the car, take the complimentary shuttle bus to your airline terminal, check in at the airline terminal, check your bags, and get to the actual gate. It's a common problem for travelers to miss their flight because they didn't allow enough time to return their rental car, so plan accordingly.



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

Before getting behind the wheel, make sure you're totally awake and alert and that you have detailed driving directions. If you're too tired to be driving, take a taxi or shuttle bus to your hotel and pick up your rental car later in the day or the following day. Be sure to call the rental car company and mention your change of plans to avoid being charged.




Your Travel Budget

As you begin to plan your trip, it's important to establish a basic travel budget for yourself and to stick to that budget. Once you reach your destination, you'll no doubt be tempted to dine at fancy restaurants, buy extravagant souvenirs, and participate in costly activities. When creating your budget, you'll want to make allowances for these unplanned splurges, but you'll want to maintain control over your spending at all times. Otherwise, you could easily end up with massive credit card bills after your vacation.

The first step in planning a budget is to figure out how much money you have to spend on your upcoming vacation. Next, determine how many people you'll be traveling with (and paying for), how many days you'll be away, and what you want your travel itinerary to be.

Based on this information, start pricing out airfares, hotel/motel accommodations, rental cars, and the cost of various activities (such as admission to the theme parks and dining). The checklist in this chapter will help you predict some of the costs.

Saving Money

Hopefully, once you've priced out everything, the total price of your planned vacation will be within your proposed budget. Before making your reservations, however, invest some time in shopping around for money-saving deals and/or packages. Finding a coupon or utilizing a deal that'll save you $50 on a hotel, for example, is money that can be used for souvenirs or kept in your bank account.



[image: illustration] FAST FACT

Unless your budget is unlimited, chances are, once you get to Orlando, you will not be able to afford to do absolutely everything you'd like to during a single trip. Thus, you'll want to use this book (and your firsthand experience) to determine which activities you'd most enjoy, and focus on those to start off with.



Also, you can save money by eating outside of the theme parks. Instead of having the fancy (and sometimes costly) breakfast at your resort every morning during your trip, consider experiencing that breakfast once, then eating off-property on the rest of the mornings to save some money. Obviously, there's something very special (especially for kids) about eating Mickey Mouse — shaped waffles with the Disney characters roaming the dining room and meeting guests. However, this is something that doesn't need to be experienced every morning.



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

WDW and Universal resorts (as well as many Orlando-area resorts) have small refrigerators in their rooms, so it's recommended to stop at a grocery store and buy groceries before checking in to the hotel. You are allowed to bring as many cases of water, soda, or alcohol on property that you desire. It also makes it easier to have a bellman take these things to your room instead of hauling them yourself.



If this isn't your first trip to Orlando, you can save a lot of money by staying at a non-Disney or Universal-owned hotel/motel that's close to the theme parks. While you won't experience the legendary service, ambiance, or perks associated with staying at a Disney or Universal-owned hotel, the financial savings will add up quickly.

Budget Checklist

Use this form to help you approximate the cost of your trip to the WDW Resort/Greater Orlando area in advance. Planning your schedule/itinerary before you leave and setting budgetary spending limits will help you enjoy your vacation without going into unexpected debt or spending outside of your budget.
BUDGET CHECKLISTExpenseCalculationTotalsAdult airfare$[image: illustration] per ticket × [image: illustration] (# of adults)$[image: illustration]Child airfare$[image: illustration] per ticket × [image: illustration](# of children)$[image: illustration]Rental car$[image: illustration] per day/week × [image: illustration](# of days/weeks)$[image: illustration]Insurance/gas$[image: illustration] per day × [image: illustration](# of days)$[image: illustration]Transportation$[image: illustration] per trip × [image: illustration] (# of people) × [image: illustration] (# of trips)$[image: illustration]Hotel/motel$[image: illustration] per night × [image: illustration](# of rooms) × [image: illustration](# of nights)$[image: illustration]Adult Disney ticket$[image: illustration]per ticket × [image: illustration](# of people) × [image: illustration](# of days)$[image: illustration]Child Disney ticket$[image: illustration] per ticket × [image: illustration](# of people) × [image: illustration](# of days)$[image: illustration]Adult Universal Studios ticket$[image: illustration] per ticket × [image: illustration](# of people) × [image: illustration](# of days)$[image: illustration]Child Universal Studios ticket$[image: illustration] per ticket × [image: illustration](# of people) × [image: illustration](# of days)$[image: illustration]Other attraction$[image: illustration] per ticket × [image: illustration](# of people) × [image: illustration](# of days)$[image: illustration]Other attraction$[image: illustration] per ticket × [image: illustration](# of people) × [image: illustration](# of days)$[image: illustration]Adult nighttime entertainment$[image: illustration] per person × [image: illustration](# of nights)$[image: illustration]Child nighttime entertainment$[image: illustration] per person × [image: illustration](# of nights)$[image: illustration]Show/movie tickets$[image: illustration] per person × [image: illustration](# of shows)$[image: illustration]Total meal budget$[image: illustration] per person × [image: illustration](# of meals) × [image: illustration](# of days)$[image: illustration]Snack/drink budget$[image: illustration] per person × [image: illustration](# of days)$[image: illustration]Souvenir budget$[image: illustration] per person$[image: illustration]Child care$[image: illustration] per hour × [image: illustration](# of hours) × [image: illustration](# of children)$[image: illustration]Kennel costs$[image: illustration] per day × $ [image: illustration](# of days) × [image: illustration](# of pets)$[image: illustration]Airport parking$[image: illustration] per day × [image: illustration] (# of days)$[image: illustration]
Other
Other
Other
[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]
[image: illustration]
$[image: illustration]
$[image: illustration]
$[image: illustration]Approximate Vacation Expenses Total:$ [image: illustration]
Using a Travel Agent

Utilizing a full-service travel agency to plan your trip and make your travel reservations will typically save you a lot of time, but not necessarily a lot of money. Most travel agents these days specialize in corporate travel or high-priced vacations and earn their income by taking a commission of the total price of the trip they coordinate for you. Thus, unless you have an established relationship with a travel agent, they're not always apt to find you the lowest possible rates. Of course, there are plenty of exceptions.

If you don't already have a reliable travel agent that you use, consider seeking out a favorable recommendation from a friend or relative as opposed to opening the telephone book. When choosing a travel agent, make sure he or she specializes in planning family vacations and is familiar with Orlando.

Hotel room brokers, discount travel agents, and hotel reservation services in the Orlando area include:
Central Reservation Service: [image: illustration](800) 548-3311Check-in Reservation Services: [image: illustration](800) 237-1033Destinations Travel Service: [image: illustration](407) 859-3501Eventures Unlimited, Inc.: [image: illustration](800) 356-7891
(This service offers special package deals designed specifically for senior citizens interested in vacationing at the WDW Resort.)

Booking Your Vacation Online

If you have some time to invest when planning your vacation, and you have access to the Internet, you can save an absolute fortune by planning and booking your travel arrangements online. Airfares, hotels, and rental cars can all be reserved and paid for using the Web and a major credit card.

When using the Internet to plan and book your own travel, you have three primary options:


	
Visit the Web site of the specific airline, hotel chain, and/or rental car company.  For example, if you're booking your airfare on US Airways, you'd visit  www.usairways.com  . Often, each individual airline offers discounted online-only fares and specials that cannot be obtained anywhere else. The drawback to using an airline's Web site is that to shop around for the best fares, you'll need to visit the Web sites of multiple airlines.

	
Utilize the services of an online travel-related Web site , such as Travelocity ( www.travelocity.com  ), Hotwire.com ( www.hotwire.com  ), Expedia ( www.expedia.com  ), Orbitz ( www.orbitz.com  ), or Yahoo! Travel ( http://travel.yahoo.com  ). These services allow you to quickly search all of the major airlines for the best flights and fares. You'll also find great deals on hotels, rental cars, and travel packages. When using one of these services, the more time you spend exploring them, the better your chances of saving a lot of money will be. Once you know when you want to travel, try searching for better fares by altering your travel dates slightly. Sometimes, leaving a day earlier or later, for example, can save you money. You can also try looking up various airport combinations. For example, if you're flying from New York's LaGuardia Airport to Orlando International Airport, you can also look up departing flights from Newark Airport and New York's Kennedy Airport. Checking each variable takes only seconds using one of these online travel services.

	
If you have a somewhat flexible travel schedule, you can save between 30 and 70 percent on airfares, hotels, and rental cars  using a service such as Priceline.com ( www.priceline.com  ), Last Minute Travel ( www.lastminutetravel.com  ), or TravelHub ( www.travelhub.com/airfares  ). Many of these online services now offer even greater package deal savings if you book your airfare along with your hotel and/or rental car.




Vacation Packages and When to Visit

There are a variety of organizations that offer various types of discounts and travel packages to the WDW Resort, Universal Studios, and other Orlando-area destinations. A travel package might consist of any or all of the following: airfare, hotel accommodations, meals, rental car, and admission to one or more theme parks. Using the budget checklist in this chapter, calculate what it will cost you to plan your own vacation, then compare those rates with those offered by comparable travel packages from an airline or one of the following travel organizations.



[image: illustration] FAST FACT

The Hotel Reservations Network in Orlando advertises up to 60 percent off hotel rates at more than 300 hotels and motels in the Orlando area. This company will also help you find available hotel rooms during peak travel periods. For more information, call [image: illustration](800) 511-5321. Also, be sure to check out the Web site Hotels.com ([image: illustration] www.hotels.com  ) for discounts of up to 60 percent on hotels, motels, and resorts.



In addition to contacting the various airlines directly about individual airfares or travel packages, contact organizations such as the AAA, which has a travel department ((800) 222-7448,  www.aaa.com  ), or the AARP ((800) 424-3410,  www.aarp.org  ).

Two travel agencies that offer an assortment of different travel packages for people interested in the WDW Resort include:
American Express Travel: [image: illustration](800) 346-3607, [image: illustration] www.itn.net  Walt Disney Travel Company: [image: illustration](800) 225-2024The Entertainment Book

Entertainment Books ((800) 933-2605,  www.entertainment.com  ) offer 50 percent off and two-for-one discounts at your favorite places for dining and shopping, at attractions, for sports, and for services like dry cleaning and movie rentals. Entertainment Books also include discounts for hotels and other travel services.



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

The 2007 Entertainment Book for the Orlando area offers discounts and money-saving coupons for 276 local area restaurants, more than 5,000 hotels (nationwide), and special deals from rental car companies and various retail stores and tourist attractions. The Orlando edition of the Entertainment Book is priced at $25.



The Entertainment Book is an extremely useful resource for finding restaurants in the Orlando area that are not located on Disney property. The book typically offers sample menus as well as money-saving offers. People with access to a rental car who can travel freely around the Orlando area will get the most out of this discount book.

The Best Times to Visit

During the WDW Resort's peak summer season, spring break, and major holidays you could be sharing your vacation with 40,000 to 65,000 other visitors in each theme park. Throughout the year, Saturday is each theme park's busiest day of the week. Around noon, the park is usually the most crowded. On Sundays and during the week, the park is less crowded. The drawback to visiting the WDW Resort on a weekday is that the parades and shows happen less frequently.

When you arrive at the theme park of your choice pick up a copy of the free guide-maps at the main entrances of each park. These maps offer a detailed map of the park that lists all of the major attractions, restaurants, and amenities (restrooms, public phones, ATM machines, etc.) in many languages.

There will also be a one-sheet flyer the same size as the maps containing the times for all parades and shows. Anytime during the year, if it's raining, you can count on much smaller crowds than usual. Bring along rain gear (avoid umbrellas), or pick up one of the plastic rain ponchos sold throughout the park on rainy days. Expect all parades, outdoor shows, and a few outdoor rides to be canceled or closed on rainy days. Much of the park (including most of the attractions) will, however, be open, and the lines will be far shorter.

For the shortest lines, visit the theme parks during any weekday in the off-season. If you happen to visit on a busy day, go against the crowds. For example, you'll notice that in the morning, most people race toward the most popular rides and attractions, and these same people stake out a prime viewing spot for a parade up to two or three hours before showtime. Most of the park's most popular parades happen twice each afternoon or evening. During the first parade presentation is the best time to visit all of the most popular attractions. You can catch the second showing of the parade when the crowds are greatly reduced. Likewise, when most people break for lunch or dinner, many of the lines for attractions are shorter.



[image: illustration] HOT SPOT

One of the best places to view the fireworks at Magic Kingdom is at the California Grill on the top floor of the Contemporary Resort. You'll need reservations for at least three months in advance for this award-winning restaurant, so plan accordingly.



The very best times of year to visit the parks in Orlando, due to lack of crowds, are:


	The first two weeks of September

	The first two weeks of December



The first two weeks of September and December you'll be able to walk on every ride at every theme park without a wait. The best week out of the four is the first week of December because hurricane season is over, the weather is 75 degrees, and all the holiday decorations are up, making everything seem very magical.

Attendance is considered “average” during the following times of year. If you're planning to travel during one of these times, expect to wait in line for thirty to ninety minutes for the most popular WDW theme park attractions.


	Mid-January until mid- February

	Late April until early June

	Mid-September through November



Busiest Times of Year

All of the Orlando-area theme parks are the busiest during the following times of year. These times are considered “peak” travel periods. The good news is that the theme parks are open longer hours and more parades and shows are held per day, but you can expect long waits for the major theme park attractions, and you'll have to deal with relatively large crowds, even if the weather is bad. These “peak” travel periods are:


	First week of January

	Late February until late April (spring break)

	Mid-June until late August (the summer season)

	Mid-December through New Year's Day





[image: illustration] FAST FACT

During peak season, each night a different WDW park stays open extra late for resort guests only. It's called “Extra Magic Hours.” The best are the Magic Kingdom nights, when the park stays open from 11:00 P.M. until as late as 3:00 A.M. Since most children are asleep, adults can visit the Magic Kingdom without kids and strollers everywhere.



Packed Like Sardines

The following holidays are extremely crowded to the point where you'll feel that you are packed in like sardines: Easter Day, the Fourth of July, Christmas, and New Year's Eve. The Fourth of July will get so busy that the parks are to capacity by 3:00 P.M. At this point they shut the entrance gates to non resort guests. If you leave a park, you will not be able to return unless you are a resort guest.

The summer season is extremely hot and humid. Summer is the rainy season for Florida and it will rain a couple of times a day. However, it never lasts long because the coastal winds from the east and west keep the clouds moving. Pools, boats, water parks, and fireworks will shut down or be canceled mostly due to lightning.

Hours of Operation

Prior to choosing the exact dates for your trip (if you have flexibility), call your resort and inquire about hours of operation during the dates of your visit. During the “off peak” times, the parks tend to close around 7:00 P.M. or 9:00 P.M. as opposed to 11:00 P.M. or midnight during “peak” periods. The hours of operation for each theme park are also posted at the official Disney World Web site ( www.disneyworld.com  ).

Even if the parks will be closing early during off-peak times, you probably won't have to wait in any really long lines to experience attractions, so you'll get to experience a lot more each day. You will, however, have to plan evening and nighttime activities that don't include the theme parks. If you want to stay on Disney property, spending evenings and nights at Downtown Disney and/or Disney's BoardWalk will provide plenty of dining and entertainment options until as late as 2:00 A.M. (throughout the year). If you stay near Universal Studios, CityWalk provides nightly entertainment until 2:00 A.M. as well.



[image: illustration] TRAVEL TIP

When making a hotel reservation, if your first choice is already booked solid, make alternate reservations, but keep checking back with your first-choice hotel. Even during the busy times of year, last-minute cancellations are common. This goes for popular restaurants as well.



If you're planning your vacation during one of the busy periods, book your reservations as early as possible, especially if you hope to stay at one of the more popular Disney-owned hotels.


Packing for Your Vacation

In addition to carefully planning out an itinerary and prebooking all of your travel arrangements, you'll also want to ensure that you pack all the belongings and wardrobe items you'll need while traveling. This section will help you actually put together the ultimate packing list.

The Orlando Climate

To find out the current weather in Orlando, be sure to watch the Weather Channel, check the weather map in USA Today , or visit the WDW Web site at  www.disneyworld.com  . You can also call (407) 824-4104 for Walt Disney Resort weather or visit one of these Web sites:
MSNBC Weather: [image: illustration] www.msnbc.com  USA Today: [image: illustration] www.usatoday.com/weather  Weather Channel Online: [image: illustration] www.weather.com  Yahoo! Weather: [image: illustration] http://weather.yahoo.com  Average Temperatures at the WDW Resort
MonthAverage High Temperature (°F)Average Low Temperature (°F)Average RainfallJanuary70502.2″February72512.9″March77563.3″April82612.2″May88664.0″June90717.4″July92737.8″August92736.3″September90735.6″October84652.8″November78571.8″December71541.8″Theme Park Attire

The trick to dressing appropriately at any theme park is not to wear the trendiest or most stylish outfits. Comfort and protection from the sun are the keys! On hot days, wear light and comfortable clothing. On cooler days, wear layers that can be removed and that aren't too bulky. (You can always store clothing items in the lockers available at the theme parks.)

Finally, comfortable shoes should round out your theme park attire. Do not buy yourself or your children new shoes for your vacation. Always pack broken-in shoes for the most comfort because long-distance walking will be part of your daily lifestyle. You'll want to keep your hands as free as possible, so try to avoid heavy purses, several backpacks, and shoulder bags. Waist packs are a good solution for carrying smaller items such as wallets, glasses, keys, and small cameras. Consolidating everything into one backpack per group is the way to go. Make sure to leave a little room for those souvenirs you will be acquiring. Lots of pockets on clothing are lifesavers as well. Light jackets tied around the waist with secured zippered pockets will work too.

On rainy days, many people are inclined to bring an umbrella to the theme parks. This is a bad idea. Navigating around within the theme parks (among the crowds) is difficult with an open umbrella. You're better off wearing a waterproof hat, raincoat, or one of the plastic rain ponchos sold at the theme parks for about $6 each.

Before getting dressed in the morning, find out what the weather will be like and dress accordingly. Keep in mind that at night the temperature may drop.



[image: illustration] FAST FACT

Due to heightened security measures, all bags you carry into a theme park will be hand-searched by security personnel at the park, so plan accordingly. Clear backpacks are highly welcomed by security and will get you through the line faster.



Rain or Shine: Always Wear a Hat

You'll want to protect your head and neck area from Florida's intense sun while you're exploring the various theme parks or spending time by the pool. Even on overcast days, the Florida sun can cause a serious burn relatively quickly if you're not protected, so make sure that you use powerful sunblock on all exposed skin. This is particularly important with kids.

A hat and sunglasses are virtually always a must. Wearing a hat will protect you from the sun (or the rain), and help keep you comfortable throughout the day. You can pack your own hat or cap, or purchase a park-themed hat at almost any souvenir or gift shop.

Carry-On Luggage

All of the airlines have changed their policies regarding carry-on luggage — the bags you physically carry onto the airplane with you and store either under the seat or in the overhead compartment. Virtually all airlines are now strict about allowing only one or two carry-on bags (including a purse or laptop case) per passenger, and the size requirements for each bag continue to change. Be sure to bring along a book or magazine to keep you entertained, as well as a snack or meal. Many airlines have discontinued in-flight meals and video entertainment. Also, within your carry-on, pack any electronics (cameras, video equipment, etc.), jewelry, prescription medications, and valuables that you wouldn't want lost or stolen.


Leaving Home

Due to the increased security within airports, arrive at the airport at least one hour (or even ninety minutes) prior to your flight's scheduled departure. For international flights, arrive at the airport at least two hours early. As you get ready to depart on your vacation, here's a quick checklist of things you might want to do prior to leaving.

ô Arrange for someone to care for your pets and plants.

ô Ask a friend, relative, or neighbor to check on your home or apartment while you're gone.

ô Have the post office hold your mail.

ô Close and lock all windows and close the blinds/curtains.

ô Contact your child's teacher if he/she will be missing classes.

ô Empty your refrigerator of perishable items.

ô Empty your trash.

ô Get a haircut, manicure, etc.

ô Give a copy of your house keys to a nearby friend or relative.

ô Leave your contact information with coworkers, friends, relatives, or anyone who might need to call you in an emergency.

ô Pay your mortgage, rent, credit card bills, and other bills.

ô Refill all prescription medications.

ô Stop daily newspaper delivery or arrange for newspapers to be placed out of sight.

ô Turn down the heat or air conditioning.

ô Unplug electrical appliances.

ô Visit a bank to get cash and traveler's checks.



OEBPS/images/p06-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p01-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p05-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/threeline.jpg





OEBPS/images/p08-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p07-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p02-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p04-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p03-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/bag.jpg





OEBPS/images/globe.jpg





OEBPS/images/line.jpg





OEBPS/images/mouse.jpg





OEBPS/images/Cover.jpg
COMPLETELY UPDATED!

WALT DISNEY
WORLD RESORT

UNIVERSAL STUDIOS, AND GREATER ORLANDO

STH EDITION

A complete guide to the
best hotels, restaurants, parks,
and attraction:






OEBPS/images/phone.jpg





OEBPS/images/p10-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p09-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p12-001.jpg





OEBPS/images/p11-001.jpg





