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Greg Brown has been involved in sports for thirty years as an athlete and award-winning sportswriter. Brown started his Positively For Kids series after being unable to find sports books for his own children that taught life lessons. He is the co-author of Dan Marino: First and Goal; Kerri Strug: Heart of Gold; Mo Vaughn: Follow Your Dreams; Steve Young: Forever Young; Bonnie Blair: A Winning Edge; Cal Ripken Jr.: Count Me In; Troy Aikman: Things Change; Kirby Puckett: Be the Best You Can Be; and Edgar Martinez: Patience Pays. Brown regularly speaks at schools and can be reached at greg@PositivelyForKids.com. He lives in Bothell, Washington, with his wife, Stacy, and two children, Lauren and Benji.
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Doug Keith provided the illustrations for the best-selling children’s books Things Change with Troy Aikman, Heart of Gold with Kerri Strug, Count Me In with Cal Ripken Jr, Forever Young with Steve Young, and Reach Higher with Scottie Pippen. His illustrations have appeared in national magazines such as Sports Illustrated for Kids, greeting cards, and books. Keith can be reached at his internet address: atozdk@aol.com.






All photos courtesy of John Elway and his family unless otherwise noted.

Copyright © 1997 by John Elway and Greg Brown

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means without written permission from the publisher.

Published by Taylor Publishing Company 
1550 West Mockingbird Lane 
Dallas, Texas 75235

 


Designed by Steve Willgren

A portion of this book’s proceeds will go to the Elway Foundation


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Elway,John,1960-

Comeback kid / by John Elway with Greg Brown ; Doug Keith, illustrator.

p. cm.

Summary: The Denver Broncos quarterback, known for his come-from-behind victories, shares his triumphs and tribulations and offers advice on performing under pressure, winning and losing, and having a sense of humor.

9781461734413

1. Elway, John, 1960——Juvenile literature. 2. Football players—United States—Biography—Juvenile literature. 3. Denver Broncos (Football team)—Juvenile literature. [1. Elway, John, 1960- . 2. Football players.] I. Brown, Greg. II. Keith, Doug, ill. III. Title.

GV939.E48A3 1997 
796.352’092—dc21 
[B]

97-27851 
CIP 
AC

Printed in the United States of America 
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3





[image: e9781461734413_i0004.jpg]



Hi! My name is John Elway. Playing sports has taught me many lessons, including that ups and downs are to be expected.

During 14 seasons in the National Football League as quarterback for the Denver Broncos, I have won more regular-season games than any other starting quarterback in history. Still, three times I’ve felt the sting of losing a Super Bowl. Defenses fear my running, yet I have more yards going backward than forward.

This book is not meant to be my complete life story.

I’ve written this book to share with you the most important moments in my life, on and off the sports field, that molded me into the person I am today.

Football coaches often give inspiring halftime pep talks to their teams. Consider this book my pep talk to you.







Winning the Super Bowl is the ultimate dream of all professional football players.

Three times I have played in Super Bowls with the Broncos and three times our team lost, all by lopsided margins, for a combined 136-40 score.

I understand in professional sports winning is everything. That comes with the paycheck. Until someone pays you to play, however, sports should not be only about winning.

After one of those crushing Super Bowl losses, a billboard in Denver, addressing our team, read: “How does it feel to embarrass a city?”

For me, when you give your all, losing is not embarrassing. There can be honor in defeat.

I think shame comes from failing to try, from giving up on yourself or those around you, from losing all hope.

[image: e9781461734413_i0005.jpg]


[image: e9781461734413_i0006.jpg]


If you ask what’s been my secret of success, most might say it’s my God-given athletic ability to throw a football. While talent is important, it’s not necessarily the most important thing. Thousands of talented people fail every day.

My strength has been my will to win—that competitive fire inside.

I never give up.

Going into the 1997 season, I’ve led 41 fourth-quarter comebacks, more than any other NFL quarterback before me. People call me the Comeback Kid for all those thrilling last-minute victories.

My hope is that after you read my story you will always remember that success in any field is just a comeback away.
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My story begins in the state of Washington. That’s where my parents grew up, met, and married. My dad, Jack, was an outstanding high school and college quarterback. His father also played quarterback. My mom, Jan, played high school basketball and volleyball.

By the time I was born, on June 28, 1960, in Port Angeles, Washington, Dad had begun his career as a football coach, starting at the high school level. He later advanced to college coaching and eventually to the professional ranks, including joining the Broncos as a pro scout in 1993.

While Dad climbed the coaching ladder, we moved four times as I was growing up.
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John’s father, Jack, played quarterback at Washington State University before injuries cut short his career.
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I have two sisters. Lee Ann was the first born. Eighteen months later my twin, Jana, and I were born. I beat Jana into the world by 11 minutes, and we’ve been competing with each other ever since.

That’s Jana and me pictured above at six months old. Can you tell which one is me?

Like everyone else, I crawled before I could walk. I did seem to enjoy our mini hot tub after a hard day on the carpet.


Identical vs. Fraternal

As you can see, Jana and I do not look the same. We are fraternal twins because we developed from two different eggs. Identical twins start as a single egg, which then divides. In America, about one in 87 births are twins. By the way, I’m the baby on the right.
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