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How to Use This Book


This book provides a comprehensive review and extensive practice for the latest AP Chinese Language and Culture course and exam.


Exam Overview and Learning Strategies


Start with Chapter 1, which provides a detailed overview of the AP Chinese Language and Culture course and exam. Learn the different sections of the exam, review how each section will be scored, and familiarize yourself with the features of the computer-based testing you’ll encounter on test day.


Next, review Chapter 2, which covers language skills and key learning strategies for Listening Comprehension, Reading Comprehension, Writing Skills, and Speaking Skills. This chapter will provide you with important advice for approaching each section of the exam with confidence. Note that the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam allows students to read and write in either simplified or traditional characters, so this book also provides students with traditional characters first, followed by the simplified version.


Topical Practice


Work through the practice exercises in Chapters 3 through 8, which are organized according to the six thematic units of AP Chinese Language and Culture. Each chapter focuses on one unit theme and includes practice for all sections of the exam. Review the detailed answer explanations at the end of each question set to check your progress. Then read through the audioscripts for any Listening or Speaking exercises and study the cultural notes at the end of the chapter to enhance your understanding of Chinese culture and society.


Finally, study Chapter 9, which reviews key aspects of Chinese grammar, including complements, pivotal sentences, common sentence patterns, and much more. This chapter will help you on all sections of the exam, but it will particularly help strengthen your skills for the Speaking and Writing sections of the test.


Practice Tests


This book concludes with two full-length practice tests that mirror the actual exam in format, content, and level of difficulty. Each test is followed by detailed answers and explanations for all questions as well as audioscripts for all Listening and Speaking sections.


Online Practice


Audio tracks for all Listening and Speaking exercises are available online. Listen to each track as you work through the chapters, or review all tracks at once before test day for extra practice.


For Students


Whether you are using this book at the start of the school year or in the weeks leading up to the exam, this book will provide you with the support you need to maximize your score. To determine which topics you know well and which chapters you need to review further, try to answer as many questions as you can before checking the explanations. After working through this book, you should be able to better express yourself as clearly, accurately, and fluently as possible in Chinese and achieve success on the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam.


For Teachers


This book is fully aligned with the six thematic units and exam format outlined in the latest AP Chinese Language and Culture Course and Exam Description. You can use this book as a resource in the classroom, or you can assign practice questions as homework or test material.









BARRON’S ESSENTIAL5


As you work toward achieving that 5 on your AP Chinese Language and Culture exam, here are five essentials that you MUST know above everything else:














	1


	
Familiarize yourself with the exam structure and the three modes of communication around which the course is structured.




	Understanding the various tasks on the exam is critical for success.


	Remember that communication can be interpersonal, interpretive, or presentational.


	All of the tasks on the exam are built upon these modes.


	Your success depends on a balanced mastery of language.
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Listen and read critically.




	You will need to comprehend a variety of authentic Chinese texts, e-mails, letters, articles, conversations, interviews, announcements, and other items such as ads, charts, and instructions.


	Be sure you understand the purpose, the essential facts, and the tone of each of these items, as well as the puns and euphemisms used.
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Complete the tasks in the Free-Response Questions.




	The instructions to the Free-Response Questions are written in English.


	Read them carefully as they specify what tasks are expected of you.


	It is most important to complete the right task correctly.


	Overlooking a task or subtask will marginalize your score regardless of the rich language used.

























	4


	
Type correctly.




	The Writing sections include an E-mail Response and a Story Narration.


	Each must be completed in 15 minutes by typing Chinese characters.


	Practice typing on IME methods for proficiency and accuracy in choosing the characters after keying in the Hanyu Pinyin or Zhuyin Fuhao.

























	5


	
Use all elements of this guide.




	Read and pay attention to the suggested strategies and the answer explanations to strengthen or supplement your knowledge.


	Complete the exercises in Chapters 3 through 8 and the two Practice Tests. Be sure you’re familiar with the exam directions.
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Introduction


GENERAL INFORMATION


The AP Chinese Language and Culture program offers high school students an opportunity to earn credit for Chinese courses at the college level. Like other College Board programs, it is available to anyone worldwide who wishes to participate. The AP Chinese Language and Culture exam was first held in May 2007 and is used to assess a student’s proficiency in Chinese, equivalent to completing a fourth-semester Chinese course in college.


The AP Chinese Language and Culture exam consists of two essential aspects: Chinese language and Chinese culture. Since language and culture are so closely intertwined, culture is acquired in the process of learning a language, and language is learned when studying culture. As such, students should try to absorb as much Chinese culture as possible while learning the language, because it is impossible to separate the two.


THE AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE COURSE


The curriculum and assessment frameworks for the AP Chinese Language and Culture course undergo continuous improvement. In order to prepare for the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam, students are strongly encouraged, although not required, to enroll in an AP Chinese Language and Culture course in high school. Like other AP courses, the AP Chinese Language and Culture course should match the level of a fourth-semester university/college course in Mandarin/Putonghua Chinese. This level requires students to complete approximately 250 hours of classroom instruction.


In the AP Chinese Language and Culture course, students should intensively practice Chinese in three modes: interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational. In addition, they should develop Chinese language skills in the five goal areas: communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and communities.


The first goal involves communication in Chinese. Students are expected:




1.to engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, exchange opinions, and make presentations


2.to understand, write, and discuss a variety of topics





The second goal involves the acquisition of cultural knowledge. This includes:




1.understanding social patterns


2.the active practice of conventions


3.appropriate use of Chinese in cultural settings





In particular, students should understand significant components of Chinese culture, such as traditions, history, literature, art, and so on.


The third goal is to establish a connection between Chinese and other disciplines and to further acquire information and recognize distinctive viewpoints that are only available through Chinese language and culture.


The fourth goal concerns the student’s ability to compare and contrast the Chinese language and culture with his or her native or other language and culture.


The fifth goal emphasizes that students should apply the Chinese language in communities both within and beyond the school setting.


THE AP CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE EXAM


The AP Chinese Language and Culture course and exam incorporate Chinese cultural information with listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Like other AP foreign language exams, the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam measures fluency. Students should be able to recognize and understand both spoken and written Chinese at a sophisticated level. In addition, they should demonstrate their ability to speak and write Chinese fluently and accurately in a culturally appropriate manner.


Format of the Exam


The following tables provides a summary of the important information on the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam. Tables I, II, and III represent the format of the exam. The exam assesses the communication ability of AP Chinese Language and Culture students in two sections: multiple-choice and free-response questions. Each section of the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam contributes a specific portion to the final AP grade. Detailed rubrics for the Writing and Speaking free-response sections will be given in Chapter 2. Tables I, II, and III list the time distribution and weight of each part on the final grade.


To do well on the exam, it is important to understand the structure of the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam.


SECTION I


Section I, as illustrated in Table I, is the multiple-choice section and covers listening and reading comprehension.


THE LISTENING SECTION consists of two types of multiple-choice questions developed to evaluate interpersonal and interpretive communication skills.




1.Rejoinders—AP students must




	first listen to and fully understand the expressions in the beginning part of a conversation, and then


	listen to a list of choices and select a culturally acceptable discourse to continue or complete the conversation.








TABLE I


[image: ]


TABLE II
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TABLE III
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2.Listening Selections—AP students must







	first listen to a selected discourse, which may be an instruction, a voice message, a report, an announcement, or a conversation, and then


	read the question and choices and make the correct choice within 12 seconds. (Students will be told whether a selection will be played once or twice.)






THE READING SECTION assesses interpretive communication skills through multiple-choice questions related to a variety of reading materials, such as a story, a sign, a poster, a note, a letter, an e-mail, a brochure, an article, or an advertisement.


SECTION II


Section II is the free-response section and covers writing and speaking.


THE WRITING SECTION assesses writing skills in both the presentational and interpersonal modes. It requires test-takers to complete two tasks by writing in Chinese for different purposes and to specific people.


Task 1: Narrate a complete story based on a four-picture sequence.


Task 2: Write an e-mail response.


THE SPEAKING SECTION assesses speaking skills in the interpersonal and presentational modes. It requires students to complete two tasks using their speaking skills.


Task 1: Participate in a simulated conversation with a Chinese speaker on a given topic.


Task 2: Make an oral presentation on one or more Chinese cultural practices, products, or customs.


Complete and appropriate cultural expressions are the important scoring standard for both writing and speaking tasks.


Standard time allowance for each section is listed in Tables I, II, and III. It also appears on the instructions for each section during the exam. If the scheduled time for the section is extended during the actual exam, the clock on the computer screen will be updated to show the adjusted time for all related sections.


SCORING


According to recently released AP Chinese Language and Culture exams, published on the College Board website, the composite score of the exam is calculated with a weighted value associated with each section. Here is an example of how the exam may be scored—the weighted values may be different from year to year based on the number of questions in the Listening and Reading sections.


TABLE IV
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TABLE V
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The composite score can be understood as follows:


















	

	

Total









	

Weighted Section I Score




	

59.9996









	

Weighted Section II Score




	

59.9988









	

Composite Score (rounded)




	

120















The composite score may then be converted into the final AP grades as follows:


















	

Composite Score Range




	

AP Grade









	

90–120




	

5









	

80–89




	

4









	

56–79




	

3









	

47–55




	

2









	

0–46




	

1















Each college or university has its own credit-awarding policy to define the number of credits, if any, that may be awarded to students with a given exam score on the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam. Information regarding college credits is available from the College Board. New information and any changes to the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam will also be announced on the official College Board website.


NAVIGATING THE COMPUTER


The AP Chinese Language and Culture exam is a computer-based test. AP students are advised to practice using a computer with a multimedia system and to familiarize themselves with Chinese input techniques. Test-takers will be seated in front of a desktop computer to work on the exam questions, which are burned on a CD.


Prior to starting the exam, you will be instructed to enter your student information into the computer. This information includes, but is not limited to, your heritage or background, date of birth, Social Security number, parents’ education, first language, home address, and phone number or international phone number. These answers will not be graded.


Display Option


During the course of the exam, you will read directly from a computer screen, listen through a headset, type on a keyboard, and speak into a microphone. The questions on the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam are formulated in both traditional and simplified characters. Chinese texts for the multiple-choice questions in Section I, Listening and Reading Comprehension, can be displayed in either traditional or simplified characters. You can click on an on-screen button, “Switch to Traditional” or “Switch to Simplified,” to display the character version with which you are more familiar.


Input Option


After inputting the student information described previously, but before the exam begins, you will be presented with the Typing Options setup screen on the computer, which allows you to configure your typing options for the writing part of Section II, Free-Response. Two input techniques are available:




1.Microsoft Pinyin IME (MSPY), which uses Hanyu Pinyin to type in either simplified or traditional characters, or


2.Microsoft New Phonetic IME, which uses Zhuyin Fuhao (Bopomofo) to type in traditional characters





If you intend to use the Pinyin input, you can decide between traditional and simplified characters by using the toggle button labeled 繁 (traditional) or 简(simplified) on the IME toolbar on the Typing Options setup screen.


A white text box on the screen allows you to test your chosen setting. Be sure to try it out by inputting a few words and verify that, indeed, it is accepting the input in the chosen character version correctly. Be sure to notify the exam proctor immediately if you cannot find the white text box or if the toggle button does not function as described.


Note that you must decide the input technique and character version you intend to use in the writing section on this screen. This configuration cannot be changed once you exit the screen and the exam starts. It is highly recommended to also test the microphone and headset volumes before the test starts.


Clock / Timer


Throughout the exam, a digital clock will be displayed at the top of the screen to show the remaining time to respond for each part.


[image: ]


In addition, a timer, in the form of a progress bar, will be displayed to indicate the remaining time for each problem in the Listening section.


[image: ]


When a question in the Listening section has timed out, the screen will automatically move on to the next question. Note that you cannot go back to any previous questions in the Listening section. However, in the Reading section, you may skip questions and go back to them later as long as there is sufficient time remaining on the clock.


Listening Controls


There are two parts in the Listening section: Rejoinders and Listening Selections. There will be two buttons on the top right of the screen:


[image: ]




1.[image: ] Use this button to control the volume of the Listening audio.


2.[image: ] Click this button to return to the previous screen.





In the Rejoinders part of the Listening section, you will listen to several short verbal exchanges and the four answer choices and then choose the one that best continues/completes the conversation. A progress bar and the four selection bubbles will be displayed on the screen. You will have 5 seconds to answer each question.


[image: ]


When the time expires, the exam will automatically move to the next task. You cannot return to the previous task once it has been completed.


In the Listening Selections part of the Listening section, you will listen to several selections of audio recordings. For each selection, you will be told if the selection will be played once or twice. After listening to the selection for the number of times assigned, you will see the question in English on the screen. You will then have 12 seconds to answer each question.


[image: ]


[image: ]An optional clock can be displayed at the top of the screen to indicate how much time is left to make a selection. This button toggles between “Show time” and “Hide time.” The clock will not count down while the audio is played, but only when you are expected to answer the problem.


When the time expires, the exam will automatically move to the next task. You will not be able to return to the previous task once it has been completed.


Reading Controls


There will be several important buttons on the upper right corner of the Reading screen, as illustrated below. Knowing how to use these buttons during the exam will help you manage your time effectively.


[image: ]




1.[image: ]An optional clock can be displayed at the top of the screen to help track the time. This button toggles between “Show time” and “Hide time.”


2.[image: ]The Chinese text can be displayed in either traditional or simplified characters. This button toggles between “Switch to Traditional” and “Switch to Simplified.”


3.[image: ]Go to the next question.


4.[image: ]Go to the previous question.


5.[image: ]Place a bookmark on the currently displayed question to make


it easy to return to later for revisions. A checkmark will also appear next to the question on the Summary Review screen. The question will remain marked until it is unmarked. This button toggles between placing and removing the bookmark.


6.[image: ]Display help information on different topics. Use the Help button wisely because searching through the Help topics can be time-consuming.


7.[image: ]Go to the Summary Review screen, where all the questions within the Reading section will be displayed along with their status (answered or not answered).





[image: ]


From here, you may go directly to any of the active questions by highlighting the question and clicking [image: ]. Otherwise, you may click [image: ] to go back to the previous screen.


Break


There will be a 10-minute break between Section I, Listening and Reading Comprehension (multiple-choice questions), and Section II, Writing and Speaking (free-response questions). The free-response section will resume after the break.


Writing Controls


Remember that whenever Chinese text is displayed, you may choose between displaying it in traditional or simplified characters simply by clicking the toggle button: [image: ].


There will be two tasks in the Writing section: Story Narration and E-mail Response. You will type in a white text box displayed on the screen. Several function buttons will be displayed along the top of the screen.


[image: ]




1.[image: ]Highlight the text you typed, then click this button to remove the highlighted text.


2.[image: ]Position the cursor at the place where you want the previously “cut” text to be, then click this button to insert it.


3.[image: ]Click this button to undo, or reverse, the last action. Every click reverses one more previous action.


4.[image: ]Click this button to reverse the last “Undo” action. Every click reverses one more “Undo” command.


5.[image: ]Click this button to toggle between showing and hiding the character count at the [image: ] button.


6.[image: ]Click on this pull-down menu to select the desired input


method, Pinyin or Bopomofo.





The following keyboard keys behave exactly as they do in Microsoft Word.




Use the Tab key to indent at the beginning of a line.


Use the Backspace key to remove the character to the left of the cursor.


Use the Delete key to remove the character to the right of the cursor.





The time displayed next to the [image: ] button indicates how much time is left to complete the task at hand.


When the time expires, the exam will automatically move to the next task. You will not be able to return to the previous task once it has been completed.


Speaking Controls


Before starting the Speaking section, check the headset and microphone again to make sure that they are functioning properly.


There will be two tasks in the Speaking section: Conversation and Cultural Presentation. Each task will specify the amount of response time allowed. In the simulated conversation, you will have 20 seconds to respond to each question. There will be six questions in the simulated conversation. The seventh question will be the cultural presentation.


[image: ]




1.[image: ]This line shows that you are on the first of the seven Speaking tasks.


2.[image: ]The progress bar serves as a visual indicator of how much time is left to complete the task at hand.


3.[image: ]This timer, along with the progress bar above, counts down the remaining time left to complete the task.





When the time expires, the exam will automatically move to the next question. You will not be able to return to the previous question once it has been completed.


For the Cultural Presentation task, you will first read and hear about the topic that you are asked to present. You will have 4 minutes to prepare for the presentation and 2 minutes to record it. (Note that the directions may take up to 1 minute.)


[image: ]


When the preparation time expires, the exam will automatically move to the next step: response time. The countdown timer will be reset to 2 minutes.


[image: ]


When the response time expires, the exam will officially end. You will not be able to return to the previous task or question, and you should NOT touch the computer after completing the exam because it will be processing all exam responses.


Since changes to the exam can take place at any time, you should stay abreast of any updates by visiting the College Board website.


SUGGESTED RESOURCES


Listening Comprehension


The Listening section of the AP exam intends to test students’ interpersonal and interpretive communication skills. To do well on this section, students should practice listening comprehension in different ways and listen to as much Chinese as possible from different sources. Chinese radio and Chinese TV programs are good listening resources. For example:




1.China Radio International (CRI) is an overseas broadcast from China. It provides comprehensive information on both Chinese and international topics.


2.CCTV is the 24-hour news channel of China Central Television, the largest national TV network in China. It is dedicated to reporting news, with a special focus on China.


3.Radio Taiwan International





You might find it beneficial to watch videos, especially Chinese movies and TV drama series that portray both Chinese language and culture. Videos provide opportunities for students to hear the various accents of the Chinese language and allow for replaying clips that are difficult to understand.


Students can also use the Internet to chat with native speakers to improve both listening and speaking skills.


Listening to the audio materials that accompany most textbooks is also an excellent way to improve listening skills.


Reading Comprehension


The Reading section intends to test students’ interpretive communication skills. The Reading section consists of 35 to 40 questions in a multiple-choice format taken from a wide range of materials. In order to do well, students are encouraged to practice good reading habits and improve their reading efficiency. Specifically, students should master the following comprehension skills:




1.Grasp the main ideas of a reading passage


2.Understand the content and literal meaning of a reading passage


3.Find key points by skimming


4.Infer main themes


5.Determine the style of a reading passage and the attitude of the author





The more students read, the better prepared they will be. In order to do well on this section, students should have a thorough knowledge of Chinese vocabulary and grammatical structures and the ability to understand Chinese in a variety of contexts. It’s a good idea for students to practice with a variety of reading materials from daily life, such as articles, letters, e-mails, instructions, advertisements, notes, posters, public signs, newspaper reports, and announcements, as well as stories. A variety of resources are available to help students improve their reading comprehension skills. Reading Chinese newspapers and magazines is an excellent way to enrich your vocabulary. Chinese websites allow students to access a vast range of reading materials.




1.World Journal (Traditional Char. 繁體), 世界日報 (世界日报)


2.Omnitalk (Simplified and Traditional Char. 繁簡體 / 繁简体), 東西南北論壇 (东西南北论坛)





Visiting libraries regularly enables students to improve their skills using Chinese books and periodicals. In order to better understand Chinese culture, students should expand their reading to literary texts, such as novels, essays, and short stories in their original form. They should also familiarize themselves with the different registers of language, different styles of writing, and new vocabulary words and grammatical structures.


Writing


The Writing section intends to test students’ presentational and interpersonal communication skills. Students should be able to understand the task they are being asked to complete, write essays fluently, express main points clearly, provide solid support for their arguments, and organize essays in a logical manner. Students should practice choosing appropriate vocabulary and idioms, using correct grammar, and employing culturally appropriate expressions.


Writing an essay is a relatively subjective task. Students should write in complete sentences with culturally appropriate expressions, taking into account the purpose of the essay and the characters described. Students should read the essay directions carefully, develop a theme, and stay on topic throughout the entire essay. Remember that changing the essay plan midway is not a wise idea due to the limited time.


It is a good idea for students to make a list of the main points before starting to write, so that readers will be able to easily identify the introduction, development, and conclusion. Students should use specific examples or details to support their ideas and arguments.


Speaking


The Speaking section intends to test students’ interpersonal and presentational communication skills. Specifically, students should be sure to understand the task at hand, pronounce words correctly, respond to questions with a clear viewpoint, express ideas fluently and clearly, and adopt culturally appropriate expressions. Although most students know that in order to speak Chinese fluently, one needs to practice speaking as much as possible, very few actually do. Students should take the opportunity to speak with teachers and peers in their Chinese classes.


In addition to actively practicing speaking in courses offered at school, students should also make an effort to improve their skills on their own. The best way to improve speaking skills is by interacting with native speakers and, ideally, by visiting China or Taiwan. This allows students to broaden their horizons with new views and to expand their knowledge of Chinese culture.



Vocabulary


Vocabulary is an extremely important aspect of the Chinese language. It is crucial for students to equip themselves with a wide-ranging vocabulary. Usually, new words are the key factors that prevent students from fast reading and precise listening comprehension. Guessing the meanings of unknown words based on context clues is a good way to speed up reading and to improve listening comprehension. Using a variety of vocabulary and sentence patterns correctly demonstrates the ability to master Chinese.


In order to express their thoughts clearly and effectively, students must have a rich and appropriate vocabulary and be able to master a wide range of grammatical structures. This book provides explanations to help students understand the vocabulary in each section. The vocabulary in the Reading Comprehension section is relatively abundant, so students should try to guess the meanings of unknown words and phrases according to context clues. The exercises in both the Writing and Speaking sections require students to apply a variety of vocabulary words and phrases, as well as idioms.


Grammar Review


The grammar pointers collected in this book are at the level of a fourth-semester college course. Although grammar is not explicitly tested in an independent section of the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam, it is a factor in each section of the exam. The basic grammar topics in Chapter 9 empower students to identify and correct their persistent errors. The materials in the grammar chapter are compiled from a wide range of sources.


Cultural Notes


Chinese cultural knowledge is addressed throughout Chapters 3–8 of this book. On the AP exam, cultural aspects are tested along with the four basic skills. The more students know about Chinese culture, including geography, history, population, ethnicity, climate, social relationships, economics, and politics, the more vocabulary they are likely to master. When students have a strong base of cultural knowledge, they will be more confident on the exam.


Language comprehension and production use a variety of skills simultaneously and involve interactions between speaking, writing, reading, and listening. Improving one skill can actually enhance the other skills. Having good study habits and using effective testing techniques during the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam can help students improve their final grade.


Here are some helpful suggestions for establishing confidence in preparation for the exam:




1.Develop good study habits by







	reviewing materials regularly from previous sessions and using time wisely while studying


	
practicing speaking and listening skills whenever possible, and seeking help for standard pronunciation and intonation from native speakers


	applying strategies suggested in this book to practice reading comprehension, and selecting reading materials from a variety of sources


	practicing writing according to Chinese writing formats


	identifying and improving weak skills







2.Be familiar with the exam procedure in advance.


Be clear about the order and length of the sections and the specific question types in each section. Taking a practice test before the actual exam will allow you to get accustomed to the format of the actual exam.







3.Maintain a relaxed, natural mood during the exam.


You may feel nervous before and during the exam, but anxiety and tension can put you at a disadvantage. By maintaining a relaxed mind and body, you may actually be more able to concentrate on the exam. Establishing self-confidence and developing excellent focus are essential for taking the exam. Do not let the outcome of a previous section disrupt the rest of the exam.













2



Language Skills and Learning Strategies


LISTENING COMPREHENSION


General Information


The Listening section of the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam assesses students’ ability to understand spoken Chinese and their mastery of interpersonal and interpretive communication skills. AP Chinese Language and Culture students are expected to have attained enough listening skills to understand dialogues and narrations with good overall comprehension.


This section discusses several listening strategies. The listening materials are collected from a variety of sources to help students prepare for the AP exam. The more students listen to a language, the better their listening skills will be. Active listening experiences should be structured into daily activities. Students learn to value listening when it is given a prominent role in the Chinese language classroom and meaningfully integrated with their speaking, writing, and reading.


Sentences used in oral communications typically have the following features:




1.They are usually short, and may not be as formal as those in the written language.


2.They may contain some unnecessary and redundant information. Therefore, it is important for students to determine essential words and phrases while listening so that they can understand the main ideas.





In reality, it is nearly impossible for students to understand every single word spoken when listening to a foreign language. The best way to practice listening comprehension is to focus on the general meaning of the entire conversation by ignoring unknown words while listening. Missing some words during oral communication does not always affect students’ understanding of the general meaning, and these words or their synonyms may be repeated several times throughout the recording.




IMPORTANT NOTE


Whenever Chinese characters are used throughout the Listening Comprehension sections of this book, the traditional version is presented first, followed by the simplified version in parentheses. If there are no parentheses, the characters in both versions are identical.





Remember that the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam is a computer-based test. The Listening Comprehension section consists of Rejoinders and Listening Selections.




1.Rejoinders – For each problem, you will hear a part of a conversation, followed by four answer choices: (A), (B), (C), and (D). You will then choose one of the choices to complete the conversation most appropriately. Note that the choices will not be displayed on screen.


2.Listening Selections – After listening to each selection, you will see the question and choices in English, one question at a time. You will then choose the most appropriate answer based on the selection you just heard.





Rejoinders




MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION: LISTENING


Type: Rejoinders


Number of questions: 10–15


Weight: 10%


Duration: 10 minutes


Directions: You will hear the beginning of several short, incomplete conversations. Each conversation will be followed by a list of 4 possible responses. Choose the response that completes the conversation in the most logical and culturally appropriate manner.


Important notes:


1.You will not see the 4 choices. You will hear them immediately after you hear the incomplete conversation.


2.You will hear the conversation and the choices only once.


3.You will see on the screen 4 bubbles labeled A, B, C, D. Click on the one that best completes the conversation.


4.You have 5 seconds to answer each problem.


5.You cannot move back and forth among problems.


Knowledge & Skills:


1.Interpersonal communication.


2.Using set phrases and social formulae.


3.Communicating opinion, attitude, or intent.


Strategies:


1.Stay focused throughout this section.


2.Pay attention to the speaker’s mood: happy, sad, excited, etc.


3.Make culturally appropriate responses: response to compliments, addressing one’s superior, etc.


4.Do NOT take notes. You won’t have enough time.





The first part of the Listening section on the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam requires students to reply with rejoinders. A rejoinder is a quick reply to a question or remark. For each problem, you will hear a part of a conversation, followed by four answer choices. You will then choose the answer that completes the conversation in a culturally and logically appropriate way.


In order to select an appropriate rejoinder to a statement or request, you may have to use several different strategies. For example, you may locate key words, make inferences about the topic of the conversation, refer to their previous experiences, or use a combination of these strategies. Focusing on stressed words and intonation will help you find the key words of the conversation. In longer conversations, you will have to process details and possibly ignore unimportant information. However, this will not be necessary for Rejoinders, as they are relatively short.


Rejoinder questions will typically be in one of these formats:




1.Some questions will directly use question words.
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[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)請問圖書館在哪兒？


(Man)(A)圖書館裡有很多中文書。


(B)圖書館就在那邊。


(C)圖書館十點開門。


(D)圖書館裡有很多學生。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)请问图书馆在哪儿？


(Man)(A)图书馆里有很多中文书。


(B)图书馆就在那边。


(C)图书馆十点开门。


(D)图书馆里有很多学生。





HINT: Listen for the question word. For example, after hearing “哪兒” (“哪儿”), you will only have to listen for the choice that responds with a place or direction, which is (B).


2.Some questions will be immediately answered and then followed by another question, which you will have to answer to complete the dialogue.


[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)你是從哪個城市來的？


(Man)我是從華盛頓來的。你呢？


(Woman)(A)什麽？你 連華盛頓都沒去過？


(B)我去過美國的很多城市。


(C)我可不想去那兒。


(D)我也是從那兒來的。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)你是从哪个城市来的？


(Man)我是从华盛顿来的。你呢？


(Woman)(A)什么？你连华盛顿都没去过？


(B)我去过美国的很多城市。


(C)我可不想去那儿。


(D)我也是从那儿来的。





HINT: Listen for the question word. Choose the answer that relates to the question word—in this case, (D).




3.Some questions will have you analyze a statement, then respond with an appropriate ending.





[Traditional-character version]




(Man)我哥哥一上網就什麽都忘了。


(Woman)(A)他忘了看什麽？


(B)他爲什麽忘了上網？


(C)他在網上太專心了。


(D)他能記住什麽？





[Simplified-character version]




(Man)我哥哥一上网就什么都忘了。


(Woman)(A)他忘了看什么？


(B)他为什么忘了上网？


(C)他在网上太专心了。


(D)他能记住什么？





HINT: Watch out for statements disguised as rhetorical questions. Although “什麽” (“什么”) is a question word, it is used as a non-specific descriptive in this context. Students should be careful not to take it too literally. The appropriate response here is to follow up with empathy instead of further scrutiny, or (C).




4.Some questions will require you to respond to a statement with a euphemism.





[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)老趙最近好嗎？我好久沒有看見他了。


(Man)什麽，你還不知道？他已經不在了。


(Woman)(A)我也不知道他在不在。


(B)怎麽會呢？他的身體一直那麽好。


(C)他剛才還在這裡。


(D)他去哪兒了？





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)老赵最近好吗？我好久没有看见他了。


(Man)什么，你还不知道？他已经不在了。


(Woman)(A)我也不知道他在不在。


(B)怎么会呢？他的身体一直那么好。


(C)他刚才还在这里。


(D)他去哪儿了？





HINT: Be sensitive to unpleasant topics such as death, divorce, and the like. “已經不在了” (“已经不在了”) is a subtle way of saying someone has died, equivalent to “passed away” in English. Again, students should be careful not to take this phrase literally. The appropriate response here is to say something to ease the unpleasantness, which is (B).


Let’s summarize what we learned about Rejoinder questions into some quick tips to improve listening skills.




1.Make connections between prior knowledge and the information at hand.


2.Identify key words and follow the sequence of ideas spoken.


3.Recognize the speaker’s main ideas and identify the supporting details and examples.


4.Evaluate the speaker’s motive (recognize the speaker’s purpose) and determine the speaker’s attitude.


5.Listen for the transitions between different thoughts or pieces of information. When speakers finish one thought and start a new one, their voices tend to fall to a lower pitch, and they may pause between thoughts.





Listening Selections




MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION: LISTENING




Type: Listening Selections


Number of questions: 15–20


Weight: 15%


Duration: 10 minutes





Directions: You will listen to several selections in Chinese. For each selection, you will be told if it will play once or twice. After listening to the selection, you will then see the question and answer choices in English. Choose the answer that best matches the selection.


Important notes:


1.You have 12 seconds to answer each question.


2.You cannot move back and forth among questions.


Knowledge & Skills:


1.Interpretive communication.


2.Comprehension; inference.


3.Application of basic cultural knowledge.


Strategies:


1.Stay focused throughout this section.


2.Pay attention to the speaker’s mood: happy, sad, excited, etc.


3.Make culturally appropriate responses: response to compliments, addressing one’s superior, etc.


4.You may take notes, but they will not be graded.





The Listening Selection questions throughout this book are grouped into four sections.


Section I – Conversation


You will listen to a series of short conversations or parts of conversations followed by questions about what you have heard. Each question will be played once. The questions are not printed, but they are heard at the end of each conversation. You will have several seconds to respond after you hear each question.


Section II – Short Narration


You will listen to a series of short narratives. The questions for each narrative are given after each selection. Each selection will be played once. You will be given several seconds to respond after you hear each question. All questions are shown in English.


Section III – Dialogues


This section consists of several long dialogues that will be played twice. The questions for each dialogue are printed. You will be given a few more seconds than in Section I to respond after you hear each question. All questions are shown in English.


Section IV – Long Narration


This section consists of several long narrations that will be played twice. The questions for each narration are printed. You will be given a few more seconds than in Section II to respond. All questions are shown in English.


Listening Strategies


Listening strategies are techniques that contribute directly to the comprehension and recall of listening input. Students can use listening strategies to maximize their comprehension of auditory input and identify relevant and non-relevant information. Specific strategies include:




1.Determining a speaker’s attitude or feelings


2.Focusing on stressed words and intonation


3.Making inferences


4.Taking notes


5.Scanning questions and making predictions


6.Identifying key words and main ideas from the context


7.Processing details


8.Ignoring unimportant information


9.Following audioscripts





Note that the suggested strategies provided in this section are good for pre-exam practices. Although some may not be suitable for the actual exam (scanning, for example), they can nevertheless help you master the language.


[image: ]Determining a speaker’s attitude or feelings


Questions regarding a person’s opinion, attitude, feelings, outlook, or reaction to something are common on the Listening section of the test. Sometimes, the speakers will directly announce their attitudes or feelings. In most cases, however, speakers in a recording only imply them by their tone of voice, intonation, and word choice. Usually, if a speaker emphasizes a certain word or phrase, that word or phrase is important. Students should also listen for the thesis in the recording to grasp the purpose of the speech. The thesis will often be found in either the first or last sentence of the speech.


Common questions that require students to determine the speaker’s attitude or opinion are below:




What is the woman’s/man’s attitude toward/opinion about . . . ?


What does the woman/man mean/imply (by saying . . .)?


What did the woman/man think of . . . ?


What does the woman’s answer suggest?


What can be concluded from this conversation?
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[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)你好像有很多工作要做。我看你每天都做到很晚才下班。


(Man)工作多有意思呀, 我從來不在乎加班。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)你好像有很多工作要做。我看你每天都做到很晚才下班。


(Man)工作多有意思呀, 我从来不在乎加班。





1.How does the man feel about his job?


(A)He hates working overtime.


(B)He doesn’t care much for it.


(C)He enjoys it very much.


(D)He doesn’t mind it even though it is tedious.


(C) is correct because the man says his job is very interesting.


People are often very subtle when speaking. When one person disagrees with another person, he or she usually will not say so directly. The person may first agree with the other person politely and euphemistically, but then counteract the other person’s statement using an adversative (a word that expresses opposition). Students should pay attention to adversatives to gauge the actual opinion of the speaker while listening to such a conversation. Note that adversatives may be introduced by certain adverbs and conjunctions, including “到底” (“到底”) (in the end), “最終” (“最终”) (finally), “但是” (but, however), “可是” (but, however), “不過” (“不过”) (but, nevertheless), “然而” (yet), “儘管如此” (“尽管如此”) (in spite of that), “另一方面” (on the other hand), and “除非” (“除非”) (unless). Listen to the following dialogues:


[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)爸爸, 物理太難了，我不想學了。我想去讀商學院。


(Man)你自己的事情自己決定吧。不過，你最好再想想。要知道, 並不是每一個讀商學院的人都能學好的。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)爸爸, 物理太难了，我不想学了。我想去读商学院。


(Man)你自己的事情自己决定吧。不过，你最好再想想。要知道, 并不是每一个读商学院的人都能学好的。





2.What do we learn from the conversation?


(A)The man insists that his daughter should pursue her physics degree.


(B)The man thinks his daughter will be unsuccessful if she gets a business degree.


(C)The man advises his daughter to think carefully before making her decision.


(D)The man doesn’t have money for his daughter’s studies.


The word “不過” (“不过”) in the man’s statement expresses that his daughter should consider her decision carefully, so the answer is (C).


[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)你聽到那個消息了嗎？你覺得怎麽樣？


(Man)現在，我終於可以睡一個好覺了。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)你听到那个消息了吗？你觉得怎么样？


(Man)现在，我终于可以睡一个好觉了。





3.How does the man feel when he hears the news?


(A)Relaxed


(B)Worried


(C)Angry


(D)Happy


“終於可以睡一個好覺了” (“终于可以睡一个好觉了”) means “relaxed,” so (A) is the correct answer.


Adjectives that describe emotions in Chinese are limited, so students should practice and become familiar with the following words:


















	興奮


	(兴奋)


	excited







	高興


	(高兴)


	happy







	生氣


	(生气)


	angry







	擔心


	(担心)


	worried







	失望


	(失望)


	disappointed







	心煩


	(心烦)


	irritated







	沮喪


	(沮丧)


	depressed







	渴望


	(渴望)


	desirous







	放鬆


	(放松)


	relaxed







	緊張


	(紧张)


	nervous











Students should recognize the differences between actual and subjunctive conditional sentences while listening. Usually, it is not easy to understand subjunctive conditional sentences that express speakers’ opinions and attitudes. Practice with the subjunctive conditional sentence in this dialogue:


[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)昨天的籃球比賽你們贏了嗎？


(Man)要是我們再多得一分就好了。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)昨天的篮球比赛你们赢了吗？


(Man)要是我们再多得一分就好了。





4.What does the man mean?


(A)They lost by one point.


(B)Their team was the best by far.


(C)They won a very close game.


(D)Their team didn’t get one point.


The word “要是,” with which conditional sentences often start, introduces a subjunctive sentence, meaning that the man’s comment is actually the opposite of what happened, so the answer is (A).


Students should practice and become familiar with the following conjunctions, and pay attention to their grammatical and semantic meanings:
















	如果 . . .


	if







	要不是


	if it were not for







	要不然


	otherwise







	除非 . . . (除非 . . .)


	unless







	不但 . . . 而且 . . .


	not only . . . but also







	不僅不 . . . 反而 . . . (不仅不 . . . 反而 . . .)


	on the contrary







	不是 . . . 就是


	if not A, it’s B; either A or B







	要麽 . . . 要麽 . . . (要么 . . . 要么 . . .)


	either . . . or







	寧可 . . . , 也 . . . (宁可 . . . 也 . . .)


	would rather; better







	與其 . . . 不如 . . . (与其 . . . 不如 . . .)


	it’s better . . . than . . .







	雖然 (虽然)


	though; although







	只是 . . .


	it’s just that







	儘管 . . . 可是. . . (尽管 . . . 可是 . . .)


	even though







	只要 . . . 就 . . .


	so long as







	只有 . . . 才 . . .


	only if . . .







	無論 . . . 都 . . . (无论 . . . 都 . . .)


	no matter . . .







	就是 . . . 也 . . .


	even if . . . still . . .







	即使 . . . 也 . . .


	even . . . still . . .







	因爲 . . . 所以 . . . (因为 . . . 所以 . . .)


	because . . . , therefore . . .







	所以 . . . 是因爲 . . . (所以 . . . 是因为)


	the reason is that







	既然 . . . 就


	since; in the case







	以便 . . .


	so that







	以免 (以免)


	in order to avoid; so as not to











The above conjunctions will be reviewed in Chapter 9 under “Complex Sentences.” Students can find examples for each phrase in that chapter.


Distinguishing between interrogative and rhetorical questions is another key listening skill. Understanding rhetorical questions is especially difficult because the message can only be found between the lines. See the rhetorical question in the following dialogue.


[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)你爸爸說，你走路去上學不方便，他想給你買一輛自行車。


(Man)汽車不更方便嗎?





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)你爸爸说，你走路去上学不方便，他想给你买一辆自行车。


(Man)汽车不更方便吗?





5.What does the man mean?


(A)He agrees with the woman.


(B)He should ask his father about it.


(C)Buying a bicycle is a good idea.


(D)He wants to get a car.


The father believes that it is inconvenient to go to school on foot, so he wants to buy a bicycle for his son. However, his son asks his father a rhetorical question that implies that he prefers a car, so the correct answer is (D).


[image: ]Focusing on stressed words and intonation


It is important for students to pay attention to the tone of the speaker’s voice and to focus on the stressed words. Students should listen for stressed words, particularly in the Rejoinders section. Useful information and meanings are usually expressed by stressed syllables and intonation. For most listening tests, professional recordings will be provided, so a monotone voice will never express shock, and unimportant words will never be stressed.


Focusing on the stressed words will help students find key words and identify main ideas. Underline the stressed words while listening to the following selection.
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[Traditional-character version]


中國人的名字往往都有一定的含義。有的名字包含著出生時的地點、時間或自然現象，如“京、滬、晨、冬、雪” 等；有的名字包含著父母對孩子的願望，如表示健康、漂亮、幸福、快樂的“健、美、興、樂”等等。男人的名字和女人的名字也不完全相同。男人的名字多用表示強壯、勇敢的字，如“虎、龍、偉、強”等；女人的名字多用表示溫柔、美麗、文靜的字，如花、玉、靜等。


[Simplified-character version]


中国人的名字往往都有一定的含义。有的名字包含着出生时的地点、时间或自然现象，如“京、沪、晨、冬、雪”等；有的名字包含着父母对孩子的愿望，如表示健康、漂亮、幸福、快乐的“健、美、兴、乐”等等。男人的名字和女人的名字也不完全相同。男人的名字多用表示强壮、勇敢的字，如“虎、龙、伟、强”等；女人的名字多用表示温柔、美丽、文静的字，如花、玉、静等。


Students should try to focus on the bold words in the above selection while listening, as each of them stresses an important detail. For example, “有…含義” (“有…含义”) means “has a specific meaning.” The leading sentence, “each Chinese name usually has a specific meaning,” expresses the main idea of the selection. The stressed words used in the selection, such as, “地點” (“地点”), “時間” (“时间”), “現象” (“现象”), and “父母…願望” (“父母…愿望”), support the main idea. Another stressed word, “不,” indicates that male names differ from female names, and vice versa. Moreover, the words “強壯” (“强壮”), and “勇敢” further specify some meanings of male names, while the words “溫柔” (“温柔”), “美麗” (“美丽”), and “文靜” (“文静”) specify some meanings of female names. Focusing on different intonations will also help students understand listening passages more clearly.


[image: ]Making inferences


Making inferences is another important listening strategy. Inferring is the process of identifying the main idea of a listening passage based on evidence in the passage. It involves combining what is heard with relevant prior knowledge. Oftentimes, a speaker will imply something and leave it up for interpretation. Making inferences when listening is usually easier than when reading.


Understanding vocabulary that relates to the topic and the main ideas is an essential ingredient of making inferences. For example, words such as medicine, patient, doctor, and recover will relate to hospitals; words such as check, interest, rate, account, and bank will relate to money; and returning and checking out books will relate to a library. These key words, combined with common knowledge, can help students make inferences.


Here are some common inference questions that may appear in the Listening section:




What can be inferred from the passage?


What is the speaker most concerned about?


How does the writer feel about . . . ?


What does the author want to tell us?





Practice making inferences with the following conversation.


[image: ]


1.[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)張林，你要的那本字典我帶來了，放在你的桌子上了。


(Man)是凱琳啊，謝謝你，我馬上去拿。你現在要回家嗎？


(Woman)不，我先去圖書館借幾本書，然後再回家。


(Man)聽說你昨天去爬山了，怎麽樣？


(Woman)不錯啊，天氣很好，就是山上的人太多了。你也要去？


(Man)要是人那麽多，我就再想想吧。對了，我有一道數學題想問問你，你什麽時候有時間？


(Woman)今天晚上我家裡有點兒事, 明天吧，你看明天怎麽樣？


(Man)沒問題，就明天吧。那明天見。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)张林，你要的那本字典我带来了，放在你的桌子上了。


(Man)是凯琳啊，谢谢你，我马上去拿。你现在要回家吗？


(Woman)不，我先去图书馆借几本书，然后再回家。


(Man)听说你昨天去爬山了，怎么样？


(Woman)不错啊，天气很好，就是山上的人太多了。你也要去？


(Man)要是人那么多，我就再想想吧。对了，我有一道数学题想问问你，你什么时候有时间？


(Woman)今天晚上我家里有点儿事, 明天吧，你看明天怎么样？


(Man)没问题，就明天吧。那明天见。





Based on this piece of conversation, students can infer the answers to the following questions: (1) Who is talking? Two students. (2) Where are they talking? The woman is at the man’s place returning a dictionary, but he is not there. (3) What are they talking about? Lending dictionaries, checking out books, climbing a mountain, and doing mathematics homework.


Making inferences helps students analyze information that is not directly expressed, but implied. Students not only have to listen for the literal meanings of individual words but also understand their implied meanings. Using this strategy, students can make guesses or assumptions about speakers’ purposes and attitudes.


Here is another example:


[Traditional-character version]




(Man)快點走不好嗎，要不然就遲到了。


(Woman)我的鞋跟太高了，你先走吧。





[Simplified-character version]




(Man)快点走不好吗，要不然就迟到了。


(Woman)我的鞋跟太高了，你先走吧。





2.What does the woman mean by her statement?


(A)She can’t walk any faster.


(B)Her heel broke.


(C)She has other errands to run.


(D)She likes to walk slowly.


This conversation states two facts: First, the man asks the woman to walk faster because they are going to be late; and second, the woman asks the man to go first because her heels are too high to walk on. From this information, students can infer that the woman cannot walk any faster, so (A) is the correct answer.


Listening to passages about daily activities, social life, culture, history, and fables requires students to know some background information, and to focus on important events, characters, and relationships, to infer the speaker’s opinion. For example:


[Traditional-character version]


八十年代的時候，中國人過年、過節，或者拜訪親朋好友時，總是送一些像蛋糕、糖果、水果之類的小禮物。後來，人們的生活水平提高了，送的禮物也就越來越好, 像送咖啡、維生素等的已經不是少數了。隨著生活條件和文化素質的不斷提高, 人們又開始注重精神生活水平, 於是送書開始流行起來。現在，商店裡的東西應有盡有，買禮物却成了人們頭疼的一件事。今後隨著網路購物的流行，發電子紅包可能是最好不過的禮物了。


[Simplified-character version]


八十年代的时候，中国人过年、过节，或者拜访亲朋好友时, 总是送一些像蛋糕、糖果、水果之类的小礼物。后来，人们的生活水平提高了, 送的礼物也就越来越好, 像送咖啡、维生素等的已经不是少数了。随着生活条件和文化素质的不断提高, 人们又开始注重精神生活水平, 于是送书开始流行起来。现在，商店里的东西应有尽有，买礼物却成了人们头疼的一件事。今后随着网路购物的流行，发电子红包可能是虽好不过的礼物了。


3.What did people give as presents in the ’80s?


(A)Candies and fruit


(B)Coffee


(C)Computers


(D)Books


4.What will people probably give as presents in the future?


(A)Fruit and candies


(B)Books


(C)Digital red envelope


(D)Vitamins


5.Why do people worry about buying presents?


(A)There are too many people to buy presents for.


(B)There are too many varieties of presents.


(C)There aren’t enough things to choose from.


(D)Presents are too expensive.


Students should recognize some key words while listening to this passage. If they grasped the key words, which are a variety of presents, then they may well answer the first two questions easily: (A) for question 3 and (C) for question 4. If students notice the essential sentence “商店裡的東西應有盡有，買禮物却成了人們頭疼的一件事” (“商店里的东西应有尽有，买礼物却成了人们头疼的一件事”), they can make an inference to choose the correct answer for question 5. (B) is correct because the literal meaning of this sentence is that people don’t know what to buy, but its contextual meaning is that there are too many varieties of presents to choose from.


Sometimes, students need to make inferences based on a series of actions, as in this example:


[Traditional-character version]




(Man)我把名字寫在這兒了，這裡填的是出生日期和出生地，這裡填的是我的家庭地址。你看，還要填什麽？


(Woman)我來看一下，嗯，沒有什麽了。請在這裡簽上你的名字。





[Simplified-character version]




(Man)我把名字写在这儿了，这里填的是出生日期和出生地，这里填的是我的家庭地址。你看，还要填什么？


(Woman)我来看一下，嗯，没有什么了。请在这里签上你的名字。





6.What is the man doing?


(A)Asking for information


(B)Filling out a form


(C)Talking to a friend


(D)Having a birthday party


If students are able to infer something from this series of actions—writing “名字,” “出生日期,” “出生地,” filling out “家庭地址,” and signing—“簽上…名字” (“签上…名字”) they will be able to choose the correct answer, (B).


Making inferences is very useful in answering questions regarding cause and effect. For example:


[Traditional-character version]




(Man)爲什麽小張不在我們公司做了？


(Woman)他被解聘了。





[Simplified-character version]




(Man)为什么小张不在我们公司做了？


(Woman)他被解聘了。





7.Why does Xiao Zhang not work?


(A)He is tired of working.


(B)He was dismissed from his job.


(C)He’s changing jobs.


(D)The company is too big.


If students understand that this dialogue indicates the consequence of an event “被解聘,” (“被解聘,”) they will realize that the correct answer is (B). The passive voice in the woman’s statement also indicates this answer.


[Traditional-character version]




(Man)如果公司給你提薪，你還會換工作嗎？


(Woman)我已經决定了，我想找個能發揮我能力的工作。





[Simplified-character version]




(Man)如果公司给你提薪，你还会换工作吗？


(Woman)我已经决定了，我想找个能发挥我能力的工作。





8.Why has the woman decided to leave the company?


(A)She is too tired to work.


(B)She is not sufficiently paid for her work.


(C)The job isn’t challenging enough.


(D)She cannot keep her mind on her work.


In order to answer this question, students have to make an inference from the sentence “我想找個能發揮我能力的工作” (“我想找个能发挥我能力的工作”). This sentence implies “She doesn’t think the job is challenging enough,” so (C) is the answer.


Sometimes, long passages may appear in the Listening section of the exam. These passages are often simpler than shorter recordings because they may not be related to literature or academics, or include technical jargon. Instead, their topics, such as school life, family issues, entertainment, or animals, are usually general. Also, a longer passage may contain more useful information for making inferences. If students have a good general knowledge and vocabulary, they will feel confident when listening to long passages.


[image: ]Taking notes


Taking notes is important while listening. Students are allowed to take notes during the second part of the Listening section, but their notes will not be graded. Taking notes requires students to: (1) listen and analyze at the same time; and (2) identify the topic quickly and write down the main idea and supporting details. The speed of note-taking must match the speech rate.


Taking notes while listening differs from taking dictation. Using key words, simple, meaningful symbols, and figures is an important principle of note-taking. Names, places, numbers, and occupations, are essential information to include in notes. Efficient note-taking helps students better understand listening materials and remember content when answering the questions. The following example illustrates some techniques for taking notes.


[image: ]


[Traditional-character version]




(Man)你知道物理老師的辦公時間是什麽時候嗎？我有一些問題想問問他。


(Woman)請稍等，我幫你看一下。他的時間是星期一、三、四從下午1點到下午4點，星期二和星期五從下午6點到晚上8點。





[Simplified-character version]




(Man)你知道物理老师的办公时间是什么时候吗？我有一些问题想问问他。


(Woman)请稍等，我帮你看一下。他的时间是星期一、三、四从下午1点到下午4点，星期二和星期五从下午6点到晚上8点。





1.When does the teacher have office hours?


(A)From one to four in the afternoon on Friday


(B)From six to eight in the evening on Monday


(C)At ten in the morning on Wednesday


(D)At seven in the evening on Tuesday


Students’ notes might look like this: 1、3、4: 1PM → 4PM; 2、5: 6PM → 8PM. From these notes, they will be able to choose the correct answer, (D).


Note-taking methods vary greatly between individuals. Different symbols, signs, and abbreviations, in Pinyin or English, can be adopted for taking notes. The important thing is for students to develop a note-taking technique that works for them.


[image: ]Scanning questions and making predictions


This strategy is intended as an exercise for practicing listening comprehension skills prior to the exam. During the Listening section of the AP Chinese Language and Culture exam, the questions and answer choices are not visible to students until after they listen to the audio; therefore, this strategy is not applicable during the exam.


When practicing for the exam, students can be given several seconds to hear or to read the questions before each recorded passage begins. Students should use this time to become familiar with the questions, scanning them instead of reading them word for word.


When scanning, students should underline key words and decide what they need to listen for. Students should pay attention to question words such as where and who that require specific details about places and people. Scanning the multiple-choice answers beforehand can help students predict the topics of the test questions and quickly refresh related vocabulary.


The following examples show how to apply the scanning technique on both short and long multiple-choice answers. For short multiple-choice answers, quickly looking over them may be sufficient to obtain the relevant information. However, for long multiple-choice answers, vertically scanning the list of choices may help students identify the differences between the choices. For example:


1.(A)Swimming


(B)Cycling


(C)Running


(D)Throwing


2.(A)A single room


(B)A double room


(C)A room on the second floor


(D)A room on the third floor


3.(A)The man had gone home.


(B)The man had a fight with his colleague.


(C)The man had finished loading the truck.


(D)The man had just started loading the truck.


4.(A)His daughter must leave for school at 9:30.


(B)His daughter must go to work at 9:30.


(C)His wife must have breakfast at 9:30.


(D)His wife must get to her office at 9:30.


The multiple-choice answers in question 1 are short. By looking over them, it is easy to identify all four as sports or games. Although the answers in question 2 are slightly longer, by looking at them quickly students can tell that the choices are all about apartments. The answer choices in question 3 are long. By comparing the answers vertically, students will see that all four answers contain “the man had” and the differences between the answers are:




(A) gone home


(B) a fight with his colleague


(C) finished loading the truck


(D) just started loading the truck





The choices in question 4 are also long. By looking over the answers, students will find the following commonalities:




1.the ending of all four answers is the same, “9:30”


2.both (A) and (B) are about his daughter


3.both (C) and (D) are about his wife





By comparing the middle parts of the answers vertically, students can further identify the differences between the answers:




(A) daughter must leave for school


(B) daughter must go to work


(C) wife must have breakfast


(D) wife must get to her office





Listening materials contain a lot of information and prompt a variety of questions. While listening, some students hear individual words and sentences rather then the complete thoughts they express. Although they may understand each word or a single sentence, they sometimes fail to understand the conversation as a whole. In addition, students often forget an earlier part of a selection when listening to a later part. When they answer the questions, they may have difficulty recalling what they heard in each section.


Sometimes students risk losing a portion of a selection by thinking about the questions instead of about what they are hearing. On longer selections, it is probably better to focus on remembering what they hear. When listening, it is important to lock down some key words and important sentences. Understanding and remembering the key points is half the battle in choosing the correct answers.


Students should use the scanning strategy to make predictions about the selection before or while listening. Before listening, students should analyze the wording of the questions and answer choices and refer to their own knowledge and experience about the topic. Scanning some questions greatly helps students grasp the ideas of listening materials, such as speeches or conversations. While listening, students should pay attention to the leading sentence of the introductory paragraph, which usually states the topic of the essay and often outlines the rest of the work. Sometimes, the leading sentence of the concluding paragraph also summarizes the key points of an essay. Grasping the topic is an important part of understanding the essay as a whole. Besides the topic, students should try to predict the author’s purpose. An accurate prediction shows that the student has correctly aligned his or her thoughts with those of the speaker. An incorrect prediction implies that the student must learn to listen more carefully.


Scan questions 5–8 and their answer choices, based on a dialogue between a man and a woman, to practice predicting the ideas in a selection.


5.Why didn’t the phone call go through the last two times?


(A)The phone broke.


(B)The line was busy.


(C)The number was wrong.


(D)No one picked up the phone.


6.Why does the man call the woman?


(A)To watch a movie


(B)To come over for dinner


(C)To go shopping


(D)To join a club


7.Why doesn’t the woman accept the invitation?


(A)She has a test the next day.


(B)She already has a plan.


(C)There aren’t any good movies out.


(D)She’s sick.


8.Who is the man?


(A)A student


(B)A doctor


(C)An actor


(D)A patient


Students should be able to predict the topic by scanning these questions as a whole. By identifying the key words “phone call,” “join a club,” “watch a movie,” “eat dinner,” and “tests,” students will easily recognize that the topic of the dialogue is “inviting someone to do something.”


In the same way, scan questions 9–11 and their multiple-choice options to practice making predictions about an essay.


9.What is a good eating habit?


(A)Eating an appropriate amount of food at a good time


(B)Eating a lot


(C)Eating very cold and very hot foods


(D)Eating good foods sparingly


10.How should breakfast, lunch, and dinner be eaten?


(A)Eat a lot at dinner.


(B)Eat a lot at breakfast and dinner, and less during lunch.


(C)Never eat breakfast.


(D)Eat less at dinner.


11.What kind of problems will eating snacks bring？


(A)Decreased appetite


(B)Increased appetite


(C)Disease


(D)Obesity


Students should be able to predict the topic of the essay by scanning these questions as a whole. Identifying the key words “eating habits,” “three meals,” and “snacks” should enable students to predict the topic: “eating habits and health.” Being able to predict the topic will help students comprehend the audio material and then predict its main idea while listening.


Practice making predictions by scanning the questions and the answer choices before listening to the following two selections.
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[Traditional-character version]


缺水是世界各大城市的主要問題。到了2025年，世界上將有三分之二以上的人口生活在城市。目前世界上16%的城市人口缺少飲用水，尤其在非洲，缺水的城市更多。專家們說，讓城市人有水喝是人們生活的基本條件，也是城市發展的主要方向。爲了解决缺水問題，我們要重視水資源的管理，特別是解决好飲用水的保存和輸送等問題。


[Simplified-character version]


缺水是世界各大城市的主要问题。到了2025年，世界上将有三分之二以上的人口生活在城市。目前世界上16%的城市人口缺少饮用水，尤其在非洲，缺水的城市更多。专家们说，让城市人有水喝是人们生活的基本条件，也是城市发展的主要方向。为了解决缺水问题，我们要重视水资源的管理，特别是解决好饮用水的保存和输送等问题。


12.What is the main topic of the selection?


(A)Social pressures


(B)Citizens’ needs


(C)Shortage of drinking water


(D)Population growth


The leading sentence, “缺水是世界各大城市的主要問題” (“缺水是世界各大城市的主要问题”), and the last sentence “為了解决缺水問題” (“为了解决缺水问题”), of the passage indicate that the topic is related to the shortage of drinking water, so (C) is the correct answer.


[Traditional-character version]


電子遊戲對人們生活的各個方面都有影響。一方面，當人們在學習和工作中感到壓力大的時候，適當地玩玩電子遊戲，可以使精神得到放鬆；但另一方面，那些有殺人、搶劫內容的電子遊戲對人們，特別是對青少年會產生不好的影響，再加上一些青少年整天玩遊戲，使其學習成績不斷下降，讓他們對學習越來越沒有興趣。


[Simplified-character version]


电子游戏对人们生活的各个方面都有影响。一方面，当人们在学习和工作中感到压力大的时候，适当地玩玩电子游戏，可以使精神得到放松；但另一方面，那些有杀人、抢劫内容的电子游戏对人们，特别是对青少年会产生不好的影响，再加上一些青少年整天玩游戏，使其学习成绩不断下降，让他们对学习越来越没有兴趣。


13.What is the theme of the passage?


(A)Video games cause grades to go down.


(B)Video games have many positive aspects.


(C)Video games influence people.


(D)Video games are dangerous.


By scanning the question and answer choices, students will see that (A) and (D) have negative connotations, (C) has a neutral connotation, and (B) has a positive connotation. The scanning process should help students predict that (C) might be the correct answer since it covers both positive, (B), and negative, (A) and (D), aspects associated with playing video games. The first sentence, “電子遊戲對人們生活的各個方面都有影響”(“电子游戏对人们生活的各个方面都有影响”), which has a neutral connotation, supports (C).


As you have seen, this listening strategy utilizes reading skills to help students find the general topic from the questions and answer choices. If students can identify the general topic beforehand, they will be under less pressure while listening to recordings. This strategy can really benefit students, helping them focus on the main ideas and specific information in the listening passages.


[image: ]Identifying key words and main ideas from the context


As discussed in the previous section, scanning questions and answer choices helps students understand the general topic of a speech or conversation. Knowing the topic may help students identify the main idea of the passage while listening. The main idea is the key point or thought expressed.


A key word is a word or a concept with special significance. In listening tests, key words usually express the key points in the speech or conversation. Some key words directly name places, people, or things. Some key words repeatedly appear in the speech or conversation. Students should underline or write down the key words while listening.


But remember: The answer choices will often use a substitution or an explanation, rather than the key word itself. Answering these questions requires students to master a wide range of vocabulary and listening skills. Listen to the following conversation and answer the question.


[image: ]


[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)我找了你半天，你去哪兒了?


(Man)我哪兒都沒去，我剛來。


(Woman)你怎麽現在才來？


(Man)我今天早上睡過頭了，只好坐下個航班的飛機了。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)我找了你半天，你去哪儿了?


(Man)我哪儿都没去，我刚来。


(Woman)你怎么现在才来？


(Man)我今天早上睡过头了，只好坐下个航班的飞机了。





1.Why was the man late?


(A)He got up later than usual.


(B)The flight was late.


(C)He forgot the appointment.


(D)His clock was slow.


“睡過頭了” (“睡过头了”) is the key word, which indicates that the man got up later than usual, so the answer is (A).


Finding key words is an important strategy for understanding listening materials, especially in the Rejoinders section. For example, if students hear words and phrases from a conversation such as “菜單” (“菜单”), “點菜” (“点菜”), and “飲料” (“饮料”), they can infer that the place is a restaurant and the topic is related to food. Using this strategy, it should be easy for students to answer the questions.


Listening to the leading sentence of the introductory paragraph in an argumentative essay is helpful for identifying the main idea. Typical main idea questions include:




What is the main idea of this passage?


What is the passage mainly about?


What is the speaker talking about?


Which of these titles fits the passage best?





Use the listening selection below to practice focusing on key words and identifying the main idea.


[Traditional-character version]


體育已經進入現代人的生活之中，成爲人們日常生活中的一個重要部分。在中國，經常參加體育運動的人數是總人口的18%，而且這個比例還在不斷增長。在經濟比較發達的國家中，比如美國，經常參加體育運動的人更多。體育用它特有的內容和形式吸引了越來越多的人，豐富了人們的生活內容，增强了人們的體質。


[Simplified-character version]


体育已经进入现代人的生活之中，成为人们日常生活中的一个重要部分。在中国，经常参加体育运动的人数是总人口的18%，而且这个比例还在不断增长。在经济比较发达的国家中，比如美国，经常参加体育运动的人更多。体育用它特有的内容和形式吸引了越来越多的人，丰富了人们的生活内容，增强了人们的体质。


2.What is the main idea of this report?


(A)More and more Chinese people are taking part in sports.


(B)There are many reasons why people join sports.


(C)Sports are a big part of life.


(D)There are many different sports.


3.Which of the following titles fits the report best?


(A)Sports and Economy


(B)Sports and Life


(C)Different Sports


(D)People Who Play Sports


After listening to this report, students will find that the word “sport” appears frequently. Using “sport” as a key word, students should infer that the report topic is sports. After listening to the first sentence, “體育已經進入現代人的生活之中，成為人們日常生活中的一個重要部分”(“体育已经进入现代人的生活之中，成为人们日常生活中的一个重要部分”), and the last sentence, “體育用它特有的內容和形式吸引了越來越多的人，豐富了人們的生活內容，增强了人們的體質”(“体育用它特有的内容和形式吸引了越来越多的人，丰富了人们的生活内容，增强了人们的体质”), students should be able to identify the main idea—“sports are a part of life”—so (C) is the correct answer for question 2. Once they have found the main idea, students should be able to determine the title of the report, choosing (B) as the answer for question 3.


Identifying main ideas based on key words can be a complex process, because key words do not always appear repeatedly in the audio materials. If this is the case, students can identify the main idea using other techniques—for example, inferring the main idea based on a contextual clue or determining the main idea by eliminating non-relevant information. The next selection will help students learn how to identify the main idea in a complicated news report.


[Traditional-character version]


在中國，由於不良的生活方式而引起的疾病死亡率很高。就拿北京來説吧，專家曾經對北京市兩萬多人進行調查，發現超過三分之一的疾病是由不好的飲食習慣、吸煙、喝酒以及不運動等不健康的生活方式所引起的。


[Simplified-character version]


在中国，由于不良的生活方式而引起的疾病死亡率很高。就拿北京来说吧，专家曾经对北京市两万多人进行调查，发现超过三分之一的疾病是由不好的饮食习惯、吸烟、喝酒以及不运动等不健康的生活方式所引起的。


4.What is the main idea of the report?


(A)Many people in Beijing are getting sick.


(B)Bad living habits cause disease.


(C)Drinking and smoking are unhealthy.


(D)Beijing conducted a survey of 20,000 people.


In this case, the questions do not include key words that suggest the main idea of the report. However, understanding the phrase “在中國” (在中国) in the leading sentence should help students find a context clue—“China”—even though “China” does not appear in the answer choices. Students can infer that the main idea of the report is related to “China” instead of “Beijing,” as Beijing is just a part of China and taken as an example. Consequently, students can exclude (A) and (D) related to “Beijing.” Students can also eliminate (C) because it is too specific to be the main idea. Thus, only (B) represents the main idea of the report.


Students are strongly advised to practice finding key words and identifying main ideas. These skills are essential to comprehending listening materials accurately.


[image: ]Processing details


Processing the details of listening materials, such as time, places, characters, and numbers, is one of the most important strategies for the AP Chinese Language and Culture Listening section, especially for answering Rejoinders and “sample stimulus” questions. The art of processing details requires students to focus on detailed information once they have found the main idea and to constantly compare what they hear with what they know about the topic. They must listen closely for information that answers the questions what, where, who, and when, and for information about how something is done or why something is happening.


Students should remember that, when answering detailed questions, they can often find the answers directly stated in the passage. Also, the order of the subjects in the questions usually reflects the order of the passage. Therefore, take note of the setting, characters, plot, and so on as you go. Students should also identify relationships and occupations. Keeping track of details can be difficult. However, learning to write down as much detail as possible when taking notes will help tremendously. If students can sort and file this information as they hear it, they will remember it better.


Questions regarding time and numbers often appear in listening tests. Students tend to score very low in this area. This is because many students are not familiar with numbers in Chinese. Numbers such as dates, ages, and phone numbers are usually given directly, but sometimes students have to know the connection between numbers or do simple math problems in their heads. Recordings also may include comparison words such as “多,” “少,” “晚,” “早,” “快,” “慢,” “以前,” “之後” (“之后”), and other number-related adjectives, prepositions, and adverbs. In general, visualizing the numerals instead of the words helps understanding. Students should practice numbers regularly so that they don’t waste time translating words as they listen. The following passage will help students develop the skills needed to process details.
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[Traditional-character version]


大衛，我是珍妮。我給你打了幾次電話都沒有找到你。你今天中午看新聞了嗎？就是關於早上那場車禍的。電視上說，那是我們社區一所學校的校車，車上一名司機和兩個學生當時就死了，剩下的四位老師和二十五個學生也都受傷了。這場車禍真是太嚴重了，我很難過。我想下午到醫院去看看那些受傷的老師和學生們。你想跟我一起去嗎？請給我回個電話。


[Simplified-character version]


大卫，我是珍妮。我给你打了几次电话都没有找到你。你今天中午看新闻了吗？就是关于早上那场车祸的。电视上说，那是我们社区一所学校的校车，车上一名司机和两个学生当时就死了，剩下的四位老师和二十五个学生也都受伤了。这场车祸真是太严重了，我很难过。我想下午到医院去看看那些受伤的老师和学生们。你想跟我一起去吗？请给我回个电话。


1.How many people suffered in the car crash?


(A)32


(B)25


(C)4


(D)3


The important key word is “suffer.” “Suffer” includes people who died and also people who were injured. The correct answer is (A) because 1 + 2 + 4 + 25 = 32. In this case, solving a simple mathematic problem is necessary.


Listen to the following announcement and answer the question.


[Traditional-character version]


各位乘客請注意，我們每天早上7點發車，每兩個小時一趟，但是週末比平常晚半個小時發車。


[Simplified-character version]


各位乘客请注意，我们每天早上7点发车，每两个小时一趟，但是周末比平常晚半个小时发车。


2.When did the second bus leave on Saturday morning?


(A)7:30


(b)8:00


(C)9:00


(D)9:30


Students must listen carefully for the two hard parts of the problem: “每兩個小時一趟” (“每两个小时一趟”) and “週末比平常晚半個小時” (“周末比平常晚半个小时”). Students must also notice “the second bus” and “Saturday” in the question. Using this information, students can select the correct answer, (D). To do so, a deduction in two steps needs to take place: (1) “每天早上7點發車” (“每天早上7点发车”) and “每兩個小時一趟” (“每两个小时一趟”) indicate that the second bus is at 9:00 am; (2) “週末比平常晚半個小時” (“周末比平常晚半个小时”) indicates that the bus is a half hour late on the “Saturday” in question, so the correct answer is 9:30 am.


[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)我想預訂兩張八月三號的民航984號班機的票。


(Man)三號的已經訂完了，我們還有幾張四號的。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)我想预订两张八月三号的民航984号班机的票。


(Man)三号的已经订完了，我们还有几张四号的。





3.When does the woman want to leave?


(A)August 4th


(B)August 8th


(C)August 3rd


(D)August 13th


Students should try to listen for useful information and ignore words that are not necessarily relevant to the question. The date “八月三號 (“八月三号”) is important information; thus, the correct answer is (C). “August 8th” and “August 13th” are irrelevant to this question, so exclude (B) and (D). The man says “三號的已經訂完了，我們還有幾張四號的”(“三号的已经订完了，我们还有几张四号的”), which implies that (A) is not correct. Being familiar with the format of dates in Chinese will certainly help students answer this and similar questions.


Remembering important adverbs, adjectives, and time-measure words, such as “快…了,” “差不多” (“差不多”), “…點過…分” (“…点过…分”), “…點半” (“…点半”), and “幾個…” (“几个…”), is very helpful in correctly understanding listening materials.


[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)小張，你下課後直接回宿舍嗎？


(Man)我今天的課上到1點，下課以後我還得去圖書館看幾個小時的書，因爲明天有個考試。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)小张，你下课后直接回宿舍吗？


(Man)我今天的课上到1点, 下课以后我还得去图书馆看几个小时的书，因为明天有个考试。





4.Which of the following is more plausible?


(A)Xiao Zhang will go back to the dorm around 5:00.


(B)Xiao Zhang will go back to the dorm around 3:00.


(C)Xiao Zhang will go back to the dorm around 2:00.


(D)Xiao Zhang will go back to the dorm around 1:00.


If students clearly hear the information “課上到1點” (“课上到1点”) and “去圖書館看幾個小時的書” (“去图书馆看几个小时的书”), they can use the word “幾” (“几”), which means “more than three,” to find the correct answer, (A).


The following skills are essential for correctly understanding prices expressed in Chinese:




1.being familiar with the format of prices in Chinese


2.understanding prices for one item or a set of items


3.knowing important words, such as “百分之…,” “打…折,” “原價” (“原价”), “降半價” (“降半价”), and “打X折”; 打八折 = 20% off; 打七五折 = 25% off


4.using simple arithmetic





[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)我要買兩張票，我這兒有十美元。


(Man)這是你的票，請拿好，這是找你的錢，一塊四。





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)我要买两张票，我这儿有十美元。


(Man)这是你的票，请拿好，这是找你的钱，一块四。





5.How much does one ticket cost?


(A)$1.40


(B)$4.30


(C)$8.60


(D)$6.40


The key to this problem is to listen for “十美元,” “兩張票” (“两张票”), “找,” and “一塊四” (“一块四”). Students can use simple addition and subtraction to obtain the correct answer, (B).


Questions regarding location and direction appear frequently in listening tests, so it’s important for students to listen carefully for directional words. To help answer these questions, students should practice and remember words regarding location and direction. For example, if students hear “登記” (“登记”), “房間” (“房间”), “含早餐”, and “退房” (“退房”), the conversation is related to a hotel; if students hear “大小,” “肥瘦,” “顔色” (“颜色”), and “打折,” the conversation is related to a clothing store. Common questions for location include:




Where does the conversation most probably take place?


Where does this conversation most likely occur?


Where are the two speakers?





Such questions often appear in dialogues about daily life, including conversations about clothing, food, shelter, occupation, and studying. The related locations are often public places (banks, malls, airports, hospitals, clothing stores, and campuses) and homes. People employ different types of language at different places. Being familiar with the following words associated with specific places will be beneficial to students.


Campus


[Traditional-character version]


宿舍、圖書館、實驗室、教室、教學樓、運動場、教授、同學、指導教師、學期、考試、課程、學分、輔導、畢業、功課、報告、獎學金


[Simplified-character version]


宿舍、图书馆、实验室、教室、教学楼、运动场、教授、同学、指导教师、学期、考试、课程、学分、辅导、毕业、功课、报告、奖学金


Restaurant


[Traditional-character version]


飯館、服務員、位子、桌子、菜單、預定、點菜、上菜、主食、酒、果汁、素菜、葷菜、中餐、西餐、甜點、小費、好吃、餓、渴、味精、飲料


[Simplified-character version]


饭馆、服务员、位子、桌子、菜单、预定、点菜、上菜、主食、酒、果汁、素菜、荤菜、中餐、西餐、甜点、小费、好吃、饿、渴、味精、饮料


Airport


[Traditional-character version]


機場、登機口、座位、航空公司、班機、航班號、安全檢查、托運、飛行、起飛、晚點、行李、直飛、轉機


[Simplified-character version]


机场、登机口、座位、航空公司、班机、航班号、安全检查、托运、飞行、起飞、晚点、行李、直飞、转机


Train station


[Traditional-character version]


快車、慢車、直達、晚點、車廂、乘客、列車員、檢票、站臺、時刻表、高鐵、動車


[Simplified-character version]


快车、慢车、直达、晚点、车厢、乘客、列车员、检票、站台、时刻表、高铁、动车


Hospital


[Traditional-character version]


醫生、大夫、護士、病人、手術室、急症、身體、生病、感冒、發燒、咳嗽、頭疼、牙疼、檢查、探訪時間、處方、打針、吃藥、健康保險


[Simplified-character version]


医生、大夫、护士、病人、手术室、急症、身体、生病、感冒、发烧、咳嗽、头疼、牙疼、检查、探访时间、处方、打针、吃药、健康保险


Post office


[Traditional-character version]


郵局、營業員、平信、快信、郵票、信封、信、包裹、明信片、郵資、掛號、海運、陸運、聯邦快遞


[Simplified-character version]


邮局、营业员、平信、快信、邮票、信封、信、包裹、明信片、邮资、挂号、海运、陆运、联邦快递


Hotel


[Traditional-character version]


星級飯店、三星級、四星級、五星級、豪華套間、客房服務、前臺、服務員、訂房間、登記、單人房、雙人房、入住、結帳、單人床、雙人床、大床、沙發、電視、臺燈


[Simplified-character version]


星级饭店、三星级、四星级、五星级、豪华套间、客房服务、前台、服务员、订房间、登记、单人房、双人房、入住、结帐、单人床、双人床、大床、沙发、电视、台灯


Library


[Traditional-character version]


圖書館員、閱覽室、音像室、開架圖書、參考書、工具書、開門、關門、借書證、借書、還書、續借、過期、罰款


[Simplified-character version]


图书馆员、阅览室、音像室、开架图书、参考书、工具书、开门、关门、借书证、借书、还书、续借、过期、罚款


Shopping


[Traditional-character version]


購物中心、小賣部、商店、百貨商店、市場、早市、夜市、大排檔、售貨員、顧客、物美價廉、討價還價、打折、大减價、大拍賣、貴、便宜、大、小、長、短、肥、瘦、合適、號、換、退、付錢、找錢、現金、支票、信用卡


[Simplified-character version]


购物中心、小卖部、商店、百货商店、市场、早市、夜市、大排档、售货员、顾客、物美价廉、讨价还价、打折、大减价、大拍卖、贵、便宜、大、小、长、短、肥、瘦、合适、号、换、退、付钱、找钱、现金、支票、信用卡


The following conversations contain clues to help students determine the location of events.


[Traditional-character version]




(Man)你剛才去哪兒了? 指導老師找了你半天了。


(Woman)我一直在這兒上課呢。





[Simplified-character version]




(Man)你刚才去哪儿了? 指导老师找了你半天了。


(Woman)我一直在这儿上课呢。





6.Where does the conversation most probably take place?


(A)In a restaurant


(B)At a bank


(C)At a bookstore


(D)At a school


The key point “在這兒上課” (“在这儿上课”) indicates that the correct answer is (D).


[Traditional-character version]




(Man)我看了今天報紙上的廣告，你們有房間要出租，是嗎？


(Woman)是啊，就在二樓。要是你有興趣，我帶你上去看看。





[Simplified-character version]




(Man)我看了今天报纸上的广告，你们有房间要出租，是吗？


(Woman)是啊，就在二楼。要是你有兴趣，我带你上去看看。





7.Where does this conversation most likely occur?


(A)At a bank


(B)In a restaurant


(C)In a post office


(D)At an apartment building


“有房間要出租” (“有房间要出租”) and “我帶你上去看看” (“我带你上去看看”) indicate that the answer is (D).


There are only a few Chinese direction words to remember. It is a good idea to sketch out a map while listening to selections that include directions. Listening to the following selections will help students obtain information about direction.


[Traditional-character version]


去圖書館很容易。你從這兒一直往南走，看到一個小書店往東拐，再一直走，看到郵局，就往南拐，走不了多遠，就可以看到一家銀行，銀行的後面就是圖書館。


[Simplified-character version]


去图书馆很容易。你从这儿一直往南走，看到一个小书店往东拐，再一直走，看到邮局，就往南拐，走不了多远，就可以看到一家银行，银行的后面就是图书馆。


8.Where is the bookstore?


(A)East of the post office


(B)West of the post office


(C)South of the bank


(D)Behind the bank


Students should sketch a map with directions and the building names while listening to the selection. This will help them determine that the correct answer is (B).


[Traditional-character version]


我是一個新生，住在學校宿舍樓的3312房間。房門的兩邊是書架和沙發，書架在左邊，沙發在右邊。門的對面是一個大窗戶，窗戶底下有一張桌子，桌子前面擺著一把椅子，桌子上有一盞臺燈、一個電腦，還有一本字典，字典裡夾著一支筆。我的床在房間的西邊，床下是我的鞋。床的東邊有一個櫃子，櫃子裡掛著我的衣服。櫃子左邊擺著一個茶几，茶几上有一台電視機，可是我沒有時間看電視。


[Simplified-character version]


我是一个新生，住在学校宿舍楼的3312房间。房门的两边是书架和沙发，书架在左边，沙发在右边。门的对面是一个大窗户，窗户底下有一张桌子，桌子前面摆着一把椅子，桌子上有一盏台灯、一个电脑，还有一本字典，字典里夹着一支笔。我的床在房间的西边，床下是我的鞋。床的东边有一个柜子，柜子里挂着我的衣服。柜子左边摆着一个茶几，茶几上有一台电视机，可是我没有时间看电视。


9.What’s on either side of the door?


(A)A bookshelf and a window


(B)A table and a chair


(C)A sofa and a bookshelf


(D)A shelf and a bed


10.What’s on top of the table?


(A)A dictionary and other books


(B)A television set and a lamp


(C)A pen and a television


(D)A lamp and a computer


Students should draw a map while listening to the positions of the furniture and other items. This will help them find the correct answers, (C) for question 9 and (D) for question 10.


Listening tests may contain some questions regarding identity and relationship. Using context clues can help students predict the identity of a speaker or the relationship between speakers. For example, a conversation about daily life could be between a husband and wife, disease is probably a conversation topic between a doctor and patient, and a school-related conversation usually occurs between students and/or teachers. Some common questions regarding identity and relationship include:




Who (what) is the man/woman?


What is the man’s/woman’s profession/occupation?


What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?





[Traditional-character version]




(Man)二位小姐，晚上好。請到那邊坐。


(Woman)謝謝。可以看看菜單嗎？





[Simplified-character version]




(Man)二位小姐，晚上好。请到那边坐。


(Woman)谢谢。可以看看菜单吗？





11.What is the relationship between the man and the woman?


(A)Husband and wife


(B)Waiter and customer


(C)Salesman and customer


(D)Host and guest


The key words “二位小姐,” “晚上好,” and “菜單” (“菜单”) indicate that the relationship between the speakers is (B), waiter and customer.


[Traditional-character version]




(Woman)王主任, 我想問一下，這個月底我可不可以休兩天假？


(Man)你填休假單了嗎?





[Simplified-character version]




(Woman)王主任, 我想问一下，这个月底我可不可以休两天假？


(Man)你填休假单了吗?





12.What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?


(A)Doctor and patient


(B)Manager and office worker


(C)Travel agent and customer


(D)Teacher and student


Key pieces of information such as “我想問一下” (“我想问一下”) and “主任” establish a relationship between a boss and an employee, so (B) is the answer.


Comprehending events during listening tests is a difficult task, as some listening materials are very short and may consist of only one sentence, even though they describe a series of events or a complicated relationship between several people. Students should:




1.pay attention to the sequence of events


2.remember the names of characters and their relationships


3.be familiar with special sentence structures





Questions regarding events may appear in the following formats:




What are the speakers discussing?


What is the man/woman asking about?


What can you learn from the conversation?





Pay attention to the events in the following sentence, whose verbal construction is a series.


[Traditional-character version]




她起床後喝了點兒水，拿起一個麵包，背上書包就往車站跑去。





[Simplified-character version]




她起床后喝了点儿水，拿起一个面包，背上书包就往车站跑去。





13.What does she do last?


(A)Put on her backpack


(B)Drink water


(C)Run to the bus stop


(D)Get a piece of bread


The correct answer is (C) based on the sequence of events.


The next sentence tests if students can determine the correct answer based on a complicated statement.


[Traditional-character version]




老張叫小馬告訴王力下午跟李新去買書。





[Simplified-character version]




老张叫小马告诉王力下午跟李新去买书。





14.Who will go buy books this afternoon?


(A)Li Xin and Xiao Ma


(B)Wang Li and Li Xin


(C)Xiao Ma and Lao Zhang


(D)Lao Zhang and Wang Li


To determine that the correct answer is (B), students need to remember the people’s names and to understand the grammatical meaning of the sentence.


[image: ]Ignoring unimportant information


It is unlikely that students will understand 100 percent of the vocabulary in a listening text. When listening, students often come upon a word or phrase that they don’t understand. When this happens, students should skip over the unknown words or phrases. It is necessary for students to determine the importance of the words or phrases they skip. Ignoring unimportant words does not affect a general understanding of listening materials. For instance:




1.Students should be aware of redundancy because they can use it to give themselves time to think and identify the important parts of the selection.


2.The author expresses just one opinion using several examples, described by long and complicated sentences. Understanding one example is enough to understand the opinion.





[image: ]


[Traditional-character version]


俗話說，生命在於運動。然而，生活中有人對這句話的理解太片面，以爲只要多運動就一定對身體健康有好處。爲此，有些人特別喜歡跑步、打球這樣的運動，實際上這些運動方式很不適合中老年人做，很容易引起疾病，甚至帶來死亡。專家認爲，對多數中老年人來說，適當的體育運動是散步、慢跑、騎車、做操和游泳，除了這些以外，每天看看書，思考思考問題，都對身體和心理健康有幫助。所以說，人們要根據自己的情况，選擇適合自己的運動 方式。


[Simplified-character version]


俗话说，生命在于运动。然而，生活中有人对这句话的理解太片面，以为只要多运动就一定对身体健康有好处。为此，有些人特别喜欢跑步、打球这样的运动，实际上这些运动方式很不适合中老年人做，很容易引起疾病，甚至带来死亡。专家认为，对多数中老年人来说，适当的体育运动是散步、慢跑、骑车、做操和游泳，除了这些以外，每天看看书，思考思考问题，都对身体和心理健康有帮助。所以说，人们要根据自己的情况，选择适合自己的运动 方式。


Before listening, scanning the questions and the answer choices should help students predict the topic of the report, which is “sports and health.” Understanding the sentence “生活中有人對這句話的理解太片面” (“生活中有人对这句话的理解太片面”) is the key to understanding the author’s opinion.


[image: ]Following audioscripts


Audioscripts will accompany the listening materials in this book. Students can use the audioscripts to practice listening comprehension skills. For example, if students have difficulty understanding recordings, they can refer to the audioscripts to check the vocabulary they do not understand. However, students should not try to translate entire listening selections because it is more important to focus on the main ideas.


To answer questions correctly, students may have to use several of the listening strategies presented in this section. For example, students may need to find key words, and/or make inferences about the topic of the conversation, and/or use their previous experiences to reply. Focusing on stressed words and intonation will help students find the key words of the conversation. In longer conversations, students will have to process details and possibly ignore unimportant information.


READING COMPREHENSION


General Information




MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTION: READING


Type: Reading Selections


Number of questions: 35–40


Weight: 25%


Duration: 60 minutes


Directions: You will read several selections in Chinese. For each selection, there will be one or more multiple-choice questions in English. Choose an answer that best matches the selection.


Important Notes:


1.You may move back and forth among problems.


2.There is no time limit to answer each problem. You have a total of 60 minutes to answer all the problems in the Reading section.


Knowledge & Skills:


1.Interpretive communication.


2.Comprehension; inference.


3.Application of basic cultural knowledge.


Strategies:


1.Remain focused throughout this section.


2.Be familiar with the functions of the buttons, and use them to your advantage.


3.Move quickly on the problems that you are confident with; “Mark” the ones you wish to return to later.


4.Note-taking is unnecessary since you can go back to the reading and the problems.





The Reading Comprehension section of the test assesses the student’s interpretive communication skills. The student will read a variety of written texts—such as advertisements, articles, e-mails, letters, notes, posters, signs, and stories—before answering multiple-choice questions about the texts.


All passages in this section are presented in both traditional and simplified characters. Phrases referenced are first written in the traditional-character version and immediately followed by the simplified counterpart in parentheses. If there is no parenthesized phrase, the presented characters are common in both the traditional and simplified versions.


Reading Strategies


This section presents nine reading strategies that students can use to hone their reading comprehension skills prior to taking the test. Students may find that some strategies are more applicable than others in different contexts, or that certain strategies are more helpful given their individual reading styles.


The nine reading strategies are:




1.Prediction


2.Skimming


3.Scanning


4.Understanding main ideas


5.Ignoring unimportant words


6.Guessing and analyzing


7.Detailed reading


8.Inferring ideas


9.Determining the writer’s attitude





[image: ]Prediction


During the pre-reading phase, students are encouraged to identify what they already know about the topic and use that knowledge to predict what they may learn from the reading. They may even begin to formulate questions that they may be asked to answer after reading the text.




1.What information might students predict before reading the following passage?


[Traditional-character version]


近日，一份上海校園學生零用錢調查報告顯示：有86.7%的學生平時有零用錢，而且隨著年齡的增長，他們的零用錢越來越多。


[Simplified-character version]


近日，一份上海校园学生零用钱调查报告显示：有86.7%的学生平时有零用钱，而且随着年龄的增长，他们的零用钱越来越多。





This passage is a survey report about the amount of allowance students receive. It is highly likely that students already know something about the discussed topic, “零用錢” (“零用钱”), from personal experience, and also because it may be widely talked about among peers. Before students finish reading the entire text, they may be able to predict the main ideas of the investigation and formulate some possible questions. Then, they can compare their predictions with the results of the investigation while reading the passage.




2.


[Traditional-character version]


美國的教育重視讓孩子自由發展，注意發揮孩子的想象力。中國的教育不太考慮學生的特點，對每位學生的要求都一樣。在中國，升學的壓力很大，使許多學生變成了只會死讀書的考試機器。美國老師認爲，學生，特別是小學生, 應該在輕鬆、愉快的環境中學習，而不應該讓他們感到有太大壓力，可是很多中國家長對此不以爲然。他們認爲小學的基礎一定得打好。如果基礎打不好，將來就沒有能力跟別人競爭。


[Simplified-character version]


美国的教育重视让孩子自由发展，注意发挥孩子的想象力。中国的教育不太考虑学生的特点，对每位学生的要求都一样。在中国，升学的压力很大，使许多学生变成了只会死读书的考试机器。美国老师认为，学生，特别是小学生, 应该在轻松、愉快的环境中学习，而不应该让他们感到有太大压力，可是很多中国家长对此不以为然。他们认为小学的基础一定得打好。如果基础打不好，将来就没有能力跟别人竞争。





This passage is about the major differences of opinion between Chinese and Americans on the topic of education. Students may have years of experience in the American educational system and/or some experience in the Chinese educational system. As they are reading the passage, they may mentally summarize what they already know about American schools and Chinese families. They can compare their predictions with the passage as they read, which may help them grasp the main differences between the two educational systems.


If this article were preceded by the title “中美教育的差異” (“中美教育的差异”), the prediction strategy would enable students to glean important information from the title and to more effectively focus on the main ideas before, or as they finish, reading.


[image: ]Skimming


Skimming is a fast-reading skill that does not require reading word by word, but it does require a high degree of concentration. Skimming may involve reading only the title, subheading, illustrations, and the first and last paragraphs of a passage, or the first, second, and last sentence of each paragraph. Instead of a detailed reading, students are encouraged to try the skimming technique to identify the overall idea of the text.


Consider the title of the next text, “Bicycle Kingdom,” “自行車王國” (“自行车王国”). Students should start skimming, and then decide if the title is appropriate.


[Traditional-character version]


自行車王國


人們說，中國是一個“自行車王國”，這是因爲中國的自行車特別多。


在城市，每當上下班的時候，大街小巷的自行車就像潮水一樣湧來。在農村，人們常常可以看到丈夫騎著自行車，妻子抱著孩子，坐在後面的架子上，一家人高高興興地去買東西。中國的大學校園多半都很大，從宿舍到教室，從圖書館到餐廳，距離都很遠。如果騎自行車，就方便多了。


人們的生活離不開自行車，自行車是中國人常用的交通工具。


[Simplified-character version]


自行车王国


人们说，中国是一个“自行车王国”，这是因为中国的自行车特别多。


在城市，每当上下班的时候，大街小巷的自行车就像潮水一样涌来。在农村，人们常常可以看到丈夫骑着自行车，妻子抱着孩子，坐在后面的架子上，一家人高高兴兴地去买东西。中国的大学校园多半都很大，从宿舍到教室，从图书馆到餐厅，距离都很远。如果骑自行车，就方便多了。


人们的生活离不开自行车，自行车是中国人常用的交通工具。


While skimming, students should underline the key words, “特別多,” “像潮水,” “離不開” (“离不开”), and “常用,” paying attention to the first two sentences of the introductory paragraph, as well as the concluding paragraph. This should give students an overall idea of China as the “Bicycle Kingdom.”


In the next passage, consider the phrases “中國的傳統節日” (“中国的传统节日”) in the first line, followed by “春節、元宵節、端午節和中秋節” (“春节、元宵节、端午节和中秋节”). The introductory paragraph directly addresses the main topic of the passage.


[Traditional-character version]


中國的傳統節日有春節、元宵節、端午節和中秋節等。


春節是農曆的新年，是一年中最重要的節日。過春節的時候，家家戶戶放鞭炮，親朋好友互相拜年。結了婚的子女帶著自己的孩子回家看望父母，父母也會給晚輩們壓歲錢。全家老小，坐在一起，熱熱鬧鬧地吃餃子。


農曆正月十五是元宵節，也叫燈節。元宵節那一天，人們在門前掛上燈籠，圍在一起吃元宵。農曆五月五日是端午節。中國人有端午節吃粽子、賽龍舟的習俗。農曆八月十五日是中秋節，這是中國人全家團圓的日子。中秋節 的晚上，月亮又圓又亮。全家人圍坐在一起，一邊賞月，一邊吃著象徵團圓的月餅。


[Simplified-character version]


中国的传统节日有春节、元宵节、端午节和中秋节等。


春节是农历的新年，是一年中最重要的节日。过春节的时候，家家户户放鞭炮，亲朋好友互相拜年。结了婚的子女带着自己的孩子回家看望父母，父母也会给晚辈们压岁钱。全家老小，坐在一起，热热闹闹地吃饺子。


农历正月十五是元宵节，也叫灯节。元宵节那一天，人们在门前挂上灯笼，围在一起吃元宵。农历五月五日是端午节。中国人有端午节吃粽子、赛龙舟的习俗。农历八月十五日是中秋节，这是中国人全家团圆的日子。中秋节的晚上，月亮又圆又亮。全家人围坐在一起，一边赏月，一边吃着象征团圆的 月饼。


Students should then pay attention to the first line of each of the following paragraphs. They may also want to take notes on the activities of each festival, such as “放鞭炮” (set up firecrackers), “拜年” (pay a New Year call), “賽龍舟” (“赛龙舟”) (the dragon boat competition)，“賞月” (“赏月”) (admire the full moon), “吃餃子” (“吃饺子”) (eat dumplings), “吃元宵” (eat sweet dumplings), “吃粽子” (eat glutinous rice dumplings), and “吃月餅” (“吃月饼”) (eat moon cake). By skimming, students will understand the overall idea of the passage.


[image: ]Scanning


Scanning is a helpful technique when students are looking for the answer to a particular question. Unlike skimming, scanning involves moving quickly through the passage seeking specific words and phrases. Scanning is also useful for determining whether a particular piece of information will answer one of the questions. While scanning, it may be a good idea to look for organizers such as numbers, letters, steps, or the words first, second, or next.


Scanning off a computer screen has become increasingly important. Although this may be an unfamiliar skill for some students, with regular practice, they should become comfortable with it.


The following example is a program guide for a TV station in Taiwan. Students should scan the program guide and find the necessary information to answer the following four comprehension questions.


[Traditional-character version]


















	時間


	播出節目







	00:00


	中視夜線新聞







	01:00


	冰冰好料理







	02:00


	我猜,我猜,我猜猜猜







	03:30


	國光異校







	04:00


	世界非常奇妙







	05:00


	歌仔戲:江南四才子







	06:00


	院線搶先看: 曼哈頓奇緣







	06:30


	中視早安新聞







	08:00


	淨覺法語







	08:30


	快樂生活王







	09:00


	全民大講堂







	10:00


	超級星光大道







	12:00


	中視午間新聞







	12:30


	MIT台灣誌







	13:30


	蝴蝶飛







	15:00


	院線搶先看:瘋狂理髮師







	15:30


	院線搶先看:把愛找回來







	16:00


	我猜,我猜,我猜猜猜







	17:30


	神奇寶貝鑽石&珍珠







	18:00


	大陸尋奇







	19:00


	中視新聞全球報導







	20:00


	週日八點黨







	22:15


	蝴蝶飛







	23:45


	卡通動畫: 死亡筆記本













[Simplified-character version]


















	时间


	播出节目







	00:00


	中视夜线新闻







	01:00


	冰冰好料理







	02:00


	我猜,我猜,我猜猜猜







	03:30


	国光异校







	04:00


	世界非常奇妙







	05:00


	歌仔戏:江南四才子







	06:00


	院线抢先看: 曼哈顿奇缘







	06:30


	中视早安新闻







	08:00


	净觉法语







	08:30


	快乐生活王







	09:00


	全民大讲堂







	10:00


	超级星光大道







	12:00


	中视午间新闻







	12:30


	MIT台湾志







	13:30


	蝴蝶飞







	15:00


	院线抢先看:疯狂理发师







	15:30


	院线抢先看:把爱找回来







	16:00


	我猜,我猜,我猜猜猜







	17:30


	神奇宝贝钻石&珍珠







	18:00


	大陆寻奇







	19:00


	中视新闻全球报导







	20:00


	周日八点党







	22:15


	蝴蝶飞







	23:45


	卡通动画: 死亡笔记本













1.If students are interested in watching an animation program, what time should they watch?


2.If students are interested in watching a program about Taiwan, when should they watch?


3.If students are interested in watching a program about traveling in mainland China, when should they watch?


4.If students are interested in news programs, how many times each day does the station provide news broadcasting?


ANSWERS:


1.11:45 p.m.


2.12:30 p.m.


3.6:00 p.m.


4.four times


The following is the table of contents of a phone book for a Chinese community. Refer to the table of contents to find the necessary pages.


[image: ]


[Traditional-character version]


[image: ]


[Simplified-character version]


[image: ]


Find the page numbers for the following categories:


1.Theaters ________________


2.Libraries ________________


3.Museums ________________


4.Medicines ________________


5.Airline flight schedules ________________


6.Restaurants ________________


ANSWERS:


1.Page 46


2.Page 6


3.Page 8


4.Page 548


5.Page 11


6.Page 698


[image: ]Understanding main ideas


The main idea of a passage can usually be found in the title or the topic sentence. The main idea may also be found elsewhere in the passage—for example, in the body or the conclusion. Read the following two passages carefully and try the questions.


[Traditional-character version]


旅美的中國大熊貓美香一直受到中美兩國人民的關注。當地時間7月9日，熊貓媽媽美香在位於華盛頓的美國國家動物園順利生下一隻小寶寶。動物園的專家和工作人員都非常高興。目前，熊貓媽媽美香正在精心地照顧這個可愛的熊貓寶寶。


[Simplified-character version]


旅美的中国大熊猫美香一直受到中美两国人民的关注。当地时间7月9日，熊猫妈妈美香在位于华盛顿的美国国家动物园顺利生下一只小宝宝。动物园的专家和工作人员都非常高兴。目前，熊猫妈妈美香正在精心地照顾这个可爱的熊猫宝宝。


1.Which of the following is the most appropriate title for this news story?
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